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CIMA gathers for Flagstaff conference
by Alice Cone

Utah State Archives and Records Service

FLAGSTAFF, Ariz.—The spring 1999 meeting of the Conference of Inter-Mountain
Archivists kicked off Thursday evening, 3 June with a reception at the Lowell
Observatory. The conference began the following morning with an introduction by
Jean Collins, Dean and University Librarian at Northern Arizona University's Cline
Library.
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The keynote address was by Bill Landis, Manuscript Librarian at the University of
California-Irvine. He spoke on the use of Encoded Archival Description (EAD) to
focus on the data elements of finding aids rather than the written product so search
engines can more easily find the data and programmers can manipulate it. EAD
offers the means to standardize finding aids among institutions and regions, and to
meet expectations of the web user uninterested in traditional hierarchical access.
The Online Archive of California and their photographic digitization project, which
uses images from multiple repositories, served as the example.

The keynote address was followed by an EAD panel which expanded on the theme
and discussed the implementation of EAD in their own institutions. Panelists
included Rob Spindler, Head, Division of Archives and Manuscripts, Arizona State
University; Michael Fox, Head of Processing, Minnesota Historical Society; Kris
Kiesling, Department of Manuscripts and Archives, Harry Ransom Humanities
Research Center, University of Texas at Austin; and Matt Nickerson, Special
Collections, Southern Utah University.

A variety of topics were covered during the rest of Friday: "The Role of the Fine
Press in Special Collections Libraries" was the topic of presentation and a
participatory demonstration of printing by Bob Blesse, Head of Special Collections
and Archives, Getchell Library, University of Nevada-Reno and Mark Sanders,
Vice-President, Roswell Bookbinding. Three Nevada contract archivists, Carol
Corbett, Carrie Townley Porter, and Shayne Del Cohen discussed contract
archivists and cooperative projects, particularly in providing assistance for holdings
in rural areas and of tribal governments. Jerry Bauserman, Manager for the Nevada
State Library and Archives' Micrographics and Imaging Program addressed the
issues of microfilming and/or digitization in "To Film or not to Film: Paper to Film to
Digital Image." Finally, the procedures for borrowing exhibit documents from the
National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) and the responsibilities of
borrowing institutions were addressed by Jim Zeender, Exhibits Branch, National
Archives and Laura Downey, Conservator, Center for Creative Photography. The
day ended with a tour of the Special Collections area of the Cline Library and the
Navajo Treaty Exhibit, a joint project of NARA, Northern Arizona University, and the
Navajo Nation; the treaties were on loan from NARA.

Saturday's program began with "Look Before you Leap: Preservation Implications
during Acquisition and Accession," by Sharla Richards, AMIGOS Preservation
Service. The AMIGOS Preservation Service is a non-profit, grant-funded service
which provides preservation information, support and training to librarians and
archivists in the Southwestern U.S., primarily the states of Arizona, Arkansas, New
Mexico, Oklahoma and Texas. The Colorado River in terms of water rights,
exploration, and tourism was surveyed in terms of holdings at multiple repositories
and the need for a collaborative on-line project to pull the resources together. The
panel included Greg Thompson, Head of Special Collections and Archives, Marriott
Library, University of Utah; Richard Quartaroli, Special Collections Librarian, Cline
Library, Northern Arizona University; Jeff Kintop, State Archives Manager, Nevada
State Library and Archives; and Robert Parson, University Archivist, Merrill Library,
Utah State University. The conference concluded with a report on the "State of the
States" by State Archivists, David Hoober, Arizona; Steve Walker, Idaho; Jeff Kintop,
Nevada; and Jeff Johnson, Utah.
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CIMA members to elect new officers
Four prospective officers recommended by the nominating committee are on the
ballot in the CIMA election.

Brian Reeves, Brigham Young University, has been nominated for a three-year term
as vice- president/president-elect. The term includes one year as vice-president,
one year as president, and one year as immediate past president and head of the
nominating committee.

Candidates to fill three vacancies on the CIMA council include: Alan Barnett, Utah
State Historical Society; Carol A. Corbett, Great Basin Research of Las Vegas,
Nevada; and Arlene Schmuland, Utah State Archives and Records Service. The trio
will serve a two-year term expiring in 2001.

Ballots for the 1999 election are included with this issue of the CIMA Newsletter.
Completed ballots must be postmarked by Friday, July 16. Results of the election
will be posted on the CIMA web page at http://www.lib.utah.edu/cima and included
in the October issue of the newsletter.

 

Sutherland to fill vacancy on CIMA Council
SALT LAKE CITY—Laine Sutherland of the Cline Library at Northern Arizona
University has accepted an appointment to fill the unexpired term on the CIMA
Council. She replaces John Powell, formerly with Utah State University Stewart
Library Special Collections.

 

Fall caucus to focus on education needs
SALT LAKE CITY—The 1999 fall caucus of the Conference of Inter-Mountain
Archivists will focus on the education needs of those involved with archival
collections.

The varied backgrounds of those working with archival collections (archives,
libraries, museums, historical societies, etc.) necessitate different types of training.
With feedback from people engaged in archival work at all levels, the National
Forum on Continuing Archival Education wants to identify what type of training is
necessary or desired and work with the Society of American Archivists and
university archives programs to develop training.

A committee composed of individuals from many repositories in the inter-mountain
region is being formed to put together a program for the fall caucus. Plans for the
one-day event include a keynote address and workshops.

Tentative plans are to hold the caucus in Salt Lake City sometime in November.
Information about the caucus will be available on the CIMA web site. Registration
materials will be mailed in September.
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CIMA welcomes new members
The Conference of Inter-Mountain Archivists welcomes the following new members:

Michelle Call

Utah State Archives and Records Service, Salt Lake City, Utah

Mary Beth Vender Fay

Arizona State University student, Tucson, Arizona

Dawn Gardner

Flagstaff Public Library, Flagstaff, Arizona

Ian Hall

University of Arizona, Flagstaff, Arizona

John B. Heep, Sr.

Heep & Associates, Delavan, Wisconsin

Dorothy (Dottie) Lowe,

Utah County Microfilm/Records Officer/Supervisor, Utah County Government, Provo, Utah

Carol Moore

Arizona State University, Tempe, Arizona

Cathy Reigle

Pueblo Grande Museum, Phoenix, Arizona

Michael Wurtz

Sharlot Hall Museum, Prescott, Arizona Mesa Public Library, Mesa, Arizona

 

Treasurer submits annual financial report
Checking Account

Beginning balance

July 1, 1998......................................................$3120.31

Income

August 1998.......................................................$100.00
October 1998........................................................$70.00
December1998...................................................$265.00
January 1999......................................................$240.00
February 1999....................................................$265.00
March 1999.........................................................$165.00
May 1999.........................................................$2,965.00
June 1999...........................................................$662.00
-------------
$4,732.00

Disbursements

Administration.....................................................$116.44
Fall 1998 workshop..............................................$41.72
Spring 1999Meeting........................................$3,248.48
Newsletter...........................................................$713.77
Transfer to Savings.........................................$2,498.42
------------
$6,618.83

Ending balance

(June 28, 1999)...............................................$1,233.48
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Savings Account              

Balance brought forward

(July 1, 1998)...................................................$1,155.18

Interest earned

(July 1, 1998–June 30, 1999)...............................$49.62

Transferred from checking

(July 1, 1998–June 30, 1999)..........................$2,498.42

Ending balance

(June 20, 1999)...............................................$3,703.22

Statistics                           

Membership

Total membership (June 28, 1999)............................122
Members deleted for non-payment of dues............ ..20
New members added .................................................21

Respectfully Submitted,
Julie Hunsaker, Treasurer

 

Council sets upcoming meeting dates

SALT LAKE CITY—During the June 11 meeting of the CIMA Council, officers scheduled dates for the
next two council meetings. The council will meet Friday, July 9, and Friday, September 10. Both
meetings will be held in the conference room at the Utah State Archives and Records Service building
on the capitol complex in Salt Lake City.

By announcing the dates in advance, it is hoped that CIMA members will be able to participate in
person or contact a council member in advance to voice their ideas and concerns.

 

Utah governor appoints SRC members

SALT LAKE CITY—Utah Governor Michael O. Leavitt has appointed two new members to the Utah
State Records Committee, an independent body that must approve any changes, additions, or
deletions in the records retention process. The SRC also serves as an appeals board when access to
records has been denied by the originating agency.

Judy Bell, a member of the Orem City Council, is the local government representative. She fills the
seat vacated by Gloria B. Anderson, Morgan County Treasurer. Bell attended Brigham Young
University and has been involved in the Orem City Library Council, Cultural Arts for the City of Orem,
March of Dimes, and United Way. She also serves as the second vice president of the Utah League of
Cities and Towns.

Mark Fuellenbach, publisher of the Richfield Reaper newspaper, will be the media representative. He

replaces Will Fehr, publisher of the Salt Lake Tribune. Fuellenbach has been the publisher of the

Richfield Reaper for 22 years. He is a retired colonel in the Utah National Guard. He attended

Southern Utah University and has been involved in the Rotary Club, Chamber of Commerce, and the
Sevier Valley Hospital Board.

Another change in the SRC involves the election of Betsy Ross, the designee of State Auditor Auston
G. Johnson, as committee chair- man by her peers replacing Max J. Evans, director of the Utah State
Historical Society. Evans, who has headed the seven-member panel since 1992, remains on the
committee.
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Utah State Archives notes staff changes

SALT LAKE CITY—Elizabeth Perkes, who has worked in the records analysis section at the Utah
State Archives since October 1990, was been named to fill the newly created position as Elec- tronic
Records Archivist. Perkes's responsibilities include electronic records policy and outreach, APPX
database management, technical support, and Archives web development. She will also serve as chair
of the Archives web committee.

Wendy Checketts joined the patron services section in May as a processing and reference archivist.
Checketts comes to the State Archives from the Utah State Historical Society, where she wrote the
history of the Utah statehood centennial celebration. In the past she has worked with two prominent
Utah historians—as an assistant to S. George Ellsworth and as a researcher for Leonard J. Arrington.
She has a degree in history from Utah State University.

 

Agencies plan 2002 documentary legacy

SALT LAKE CITY—Three state agencies—the Utah State Archives, the Utah Historical Society, and
the University of Utah's J. Willard Marriott Library—have undertaken an endeavor to acquire, preserve,
and make available to the public a documentary account of the XIX Olympic Winter Games in February
2002. Of interest are Salt Lake Olympic Organizing Committee archives, state and local government
records, personal papers, organizational records, and oral histories. An Olympic Archival/Historical Ad
Hoc Working Group has been formed with Utah State Archivist Jeffery O. Johnson as chairman.
Participating repositories will share information about holdings and create an information and resource
sharing network.

 

Pat Scott to establish SUU archives

SALT LAKE CITY—Patricia Lyn Scott, local government records analyst, is taking a leave of absence
this summer to establish the university archives at Southern Utah University in Cedar City. Scott will
inventory existing holdings, create procedures, establish an arrangement, write preliminary
descriptions, re-box materials, etc. Scott is an alumna of SUU.

 

In-house system manual written

SALT LAKE CITY—A user's manual has been written for the Utah State Archives and Records Service
local system. This system was developed in 1980s as the comprehensive database for records series
produced by government agencies and automates the various functions of records management,
archival processing, and microfilm tracking. The manual replaces the 1991 style manual which was
prepared prior to many system enhancements, such as an interface which permits the use of a mouse
in a Windows environment.

 

New finding aids completed

SALT LAKE CITY—Archival processing of the Compiled Digest of Administrative Reports has been
completed. This series comprises annual reports submitted to the Secretary of State by Utah State
government commissions, boards, departments, and other institutions, as required by chapter 153 of
The Laws of Utah, 1957.Reports were edited for content, brevity, and uniformity and compiled into a
single volume to be printed and published for the use of the legislature, governor, and other essential
purposes.
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Speakers look back on the 20th Century

SALT LAKE CITY—A year-long series of brown bag lectures devoted to the people and events that
shaped Utah during the Twentieth Century is planned for 1999. Speakers for upcoming lectures
include: Melvin L. Bashore (The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints Historical Department
Library), "Utah's Worst Train-Bus Accident (1938)," on Thursday, July 15; Martha S. Bradley
(University of Utah), "Utah's International Women's Year Conference," on Thursday, August 19; Jean
Bickmore White (Weber State University Professor emeritus), "Reva Beck Bosone, Utah Women and
the U.S. Congress," on Thursday, September 16; L. Kay Gillespie (Weber State University), "Gary
Gilmore and Capital Punishment," on Thursday, October 21; and Gibbs M. Smith, (Joe Hill biographer
and publisher), "Joe Hill," on Thursday, November 18.

Each one-hour presentation begins at 12 noon in the White Memorial Chapel south of the Utah State
Capitol, 150 East 300 North, Salt Lake City. The lecture series is jointly sponsored by the Utah State
Archives and Records Service and the Utah Historical Society. Presentations are free and open to the
public. For more information, call Mary Peach at 801-533-3545.

 

USHS hosts autumn events

SALT LAKE CITY—Noted historian Brigham D. Madsen will be at the Utah State Historical Society on
Saturday, September 11, to speak and sign books. Madsen will speak briefly at 1:00 p.m. in the
society's West Lecture Room about his life and career as a western historian. He will then be
accessible to sign books until 3:00 p.m.

Copies of his autobiography Against the Grain: Memoirs of a Western Historian will be available for

purchase along with other writings including Corinne: The Gentile Capital of Utah, The Shoshoni

Frontier and the Bear River Massacre, and North to Montana! written with Betty M. Madsen.

To celebrate the harvest and to look back on early harvest days, a day of activities is being planned
for Saturday, October 2, from 10:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. in the Rio Grande depot, 300 South 455
West in Salt Lake City.

It will be a "something for everyone" event with demonstrations on foods and pumpkin carving,
lectures, and children's activities.

There is no charge for either event. Call 533-3545 for more information.

 

Utah cemetery records available online

SALT LAKE CITY—Cemeteries are a valuable part of a community's heritage. In fact, in some cases
the cemetery is the only physical reminder of a town's existence. Cemetery records are valuable, too.
Sexton records, when they are still intact, can provide a wealth of information about the people of an
area. Besides basic information such as name, birth date, and death date, some records include place
of birth, parents' names, parents' nationality, spouses, children, cause of death, and occupation.
Through the Utah Cemetery Inventory these records are being preserved in digital format.

The goal of the project is to locate and gather burial records for every cemetery in the state. Next, the
records are being coordinated and combined into the Utah State Historical Society's Burials Database.
This searchable database is now online at http://history.utah.org/Services/ lcburials.html. Through the
database, people can search for relatives, find out where they are buried, and get directions to the
cemetery.

About 288 of the 521 cemeteries known to exist in Utah have completed our survey form and 58, so
far, have the burial information accessible online. Names and dates for 90 more have already been
collected and are being added to the online database on a weekly basis. Many of these records have
been generously donated by cemetery enthusiasts from across the state.

Records are also being received from the forty-eight cemeteries receiving grants from the state.
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Community and private cemeteries may receive matching grants of up to $10,000 to help in the
computerization of their records and maps. Obviously, the project is an ongoing one!

Surveys are still needed for more than 200 cemeteries, and many cemeteries are at risk as records
and grave markers deteriorate. If you would like to help, or for more information, please contact Tania
Tully at ttully@history.state.ut.us or (801) 533-3527.

 

USHS grants benefit local organizations

SALT LAKE CITY—The Utah State Historical Society will give out thousands of dollars for Project and
Heritage Grants that are to begin July 1, 1999. Grants awarded range from $200 to $2,106 and
require a one-to-one match of local funds or donated goods and services.

Heritage grants were awarded to the following institutions: Park City Museum and Historical Society,
$1,500 towards " Living Park City: An Oral History Program," Santa Clara Historical Society, $1,700
for a computer, and Tabby Valley Historical Society, $1,300 for a computer. Heritage grants are

ongoing program grants available to Utah State Historical Affiliate organizations. These grants are
designed to help Affiliate organizations to develop and maintain programs in historic preservation,
archaeology and prehistory, or historical documentation.

Project Grants were awarded to the following institutions: Iron County Commission, $200 towards the

auto tour guide for the Historic Iron Mining County Park; Escalante House, $500 towards the "Surviving
Together," lecture series; Dan O'Laurie Canyon Country Museum, $1,200 for radiocarbon dating
museum perishable artifacts; City of Logan, $1,500 towards a consultant for the repair/restoration of
the historic South Main Logan River Bridge; Manti LaSal National Forest, $1,000 towards documenting
the Civilian Conservation Corps in the area; Washington City Historical Society, $1,000 towards an
illustrated history of the Cotton Factory; Hurricane Valley Heritage Park & Museum Foundation, $1,000
towards an air conditioning unit for the museum; CEU Prehistoric Museum, $1,500 towards the Nine
Mile Canyon Exhibit; Utah Museum of Natural History, $600 for radiocarbon dating of an Anasazi
prehistoric yucca fiber rabbit net; Utah Division of Indian Affairs, $1,500 towards the American Indian
Dance educational video production; Helper Main Street Program, $1,500 towards the relocation and
renovation of the Standardville Bandstand; Tooele Railroad and Mining Museum, $900 towards
professional development, design, and layout of a museum brochure; Centerville Historic Sites
Committee, $2,106 towards curbside historic markers. Project Grants are designed to assist non-profit
prehistory and history groups and heritage organizations in projects that document, preserve,
research, collect, interpret and exhibit Utah history.

 

Utah Historical Society receives film grant

SALT LAKE CITY—Utah State Historical Society is one of seventeen archives throughout the United
States awarded a partnership grant from The National Film Preservation Foundation. Through the
Partnership Grants Program, the NFPF links nonprofit and public archives with commercial laboratories
donating preservation services. These grants of services target films made outside the commercial
mainstream and fund the creation of both preservation masters and access copies. The Utah State
Historical Society received the grant to preserve Glen Canyon and Antarctic Expedition, two films
obtained from the heirs of Dr. Russell G. Frazier after his death in 1968. Once preserved, copies of
these films will be accessible to researchers.

The Glen Canyon film, believed to be the only copy in existence, consists of two parts. The first
contains footage from the 1938 Glen Canyon expedition with Dr. Russell Frazier, Julius Stone, and
Charles Kelly showing the placing of the plaque at Padre Creek, the site determined to be the correct
"Crossing of the Fathers." The second part was shot in 1955 when they revisited the same stretches
of the Colorado River. This film is significant in that these portions of the Colorado River have since
been flooded by the waters of Lake Powell, created by the construction of the Glen Canyon Dam.

The 1939–1941 U.S. Antarctic Service expedition was led by Admiral Richard E. Byrd and financed by
the U.S. government. Dr. Russell Frazier, who served as the expedition's doctor, filmed the day-to-day
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activities of the expedition. Shown are scenes of the planning and preparation, an equator-crossing
initiation ceremony, a stopover at Pitcairn Island in the South Pacific showing the Bounty descendants,
sailing to the Antarctica, unloading the equipment, landscape panoramas, dogsleds, construction of
buildings, and using the Arctic Cat to travel on the snow.

The National Film Preservation Foundation is a nonprofit organization dedicated to saving America's
film heritage. Working with archives and others who appreciate film the NFPF supports film
preservation activities nationwide that ensure the physical survival of film for future generations and
improve access to film for study, education and exhibition. The NFPF focuses on "orphan films" that
are not protected by commercial interests. Created by the U.S. Congress, the NFPF is the charitable
affiliate of the National Film Preservation Board of the Library of Congress.

 

USHS annual meeting set in Logan

SALT LAKE CITY—A wide variety of presentations and activities will be offered at the 47th Annual
Meeting of the Utah State Historical Society, to be held in Logan on August 5-6, 1999. These dates
coincide with the Festival of the American West, which will further enhance the range of activities
available to attendees.

One or more buses will leave the Historical Society for Logan at 1 p.m. on Thursday, August 5, with
stops planned at such historic sites as the tabernacle, woolen mills, and train station at Brigham City
and the tabernacle at Wellsville. Options for evening activity will include a walking tour of Logan's Main
Street and the pageant, pit barbeque, and other offerings of the Festival of the American West.

Friday's site will shift to Old Main on the Utah State University campus. There, attendees will be
treated to a rich fare of presentations on various aspects of Utah history. Seven papers, punctuated by
two refreshment breaks and a box lunch, will keep the audience stimulated and entertained until late
afternoon. Short tours of campus and the Logan Cemetery will follow.

A light buffet, the Society's annual award presentations, a major address by prominent folklorist Barre
Toelken, and an ice-cream social will cap the program Friday evening. The elegant USU Alumni Center
will provide the setting for this part of the annual meeting. Buses will depart for Salt Lake City at 9 p.m.

Dr. Toelken, director of the prestigious USU Folklore Program, will offer an analysis of artistic
expressions within Utah's Native American communities. Representing years of research, the
presentation will be illustrated with colorful slides and artifacts.

 

Salt Lake County hosts NRIMW event

SALT LAKE CITY—Salt Lake County Records Management and Archives hosted a Records
Management Open forum on April 9, 1999, to commemorate National Records and Information
Management Week. The informal one-hour forum provided an opportunity for county records
coordinators to meet with each other and RMA staff. They discussed specific RIM questions and
concerns, heard about recent legislative changes to records law, and received updated records forms
and publications. County Records Management and Archives will sponsor future open forum discussion
meetings on a continuing basis.

 

Summer youth program aids SL County

SALT LAKE CITY—The Salt Lake County Archives will once again participate in the Summer Youth
Employment Program for 1999. Managed through the County Economic Development Division, the
program offers employment for up to ten weeks for youth workers, usually from June through August.
The program provides work experience, job skills training, and the opportunity to network and
communicate in an adult work environment. The county archives has employed summer youth workers
to index record materials, re-box and re- folder records, and create container lists for archival records.
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Dooley appointed to liaison committee

SALT LAKE CITY—Jim Dooley, head of monographic cataloging and acquisitions processing at the
University of Utah Marriott Library and current member of the CIMA council, has been appointed as an
American Library Association representative to the ALA-SAA Joint Liason Committee. This is a
two-year appointment beginning at this year's ALA annual convention and ending after the annual
convention in 2001. The purpose of the committee is to foster cooperation between librarians and
archivists and to present programming at the ALA and SAA annual conventions.

 

Marriott Special Collections re-opens

SALT LAKE CITY—After five weeks of being closed to move collections, reference rooms, and
offices, the University of Utah's J. Willard Marriott Library's Special Collections Department officially
reopened for business on June 14, 1999. While all phases of the move had not been completed by that
date, enough work had been done to allow the department's staff to provide full service again. Much
more needs to be completed. The department is conducting a strategic plan to look at long-term
changes in operations and facilities. It is an exciting time for the staff to contemplate new ways of
doing business. The staff welcomes back its patrons and apologizes for the inconven- iences which
may have resulted while closed.

 

NSLA produces newspaper indexes on CD

CARSON CITY, Nev.—The Nevada State Library and Archives received a Library Services and
Technology Act grant to index the four major newspapers of the state, the Las Vegas Review- Journal,
Las Vegas Sun, Nevada Appeal and Reno Gazette-Journal, on CD-ROM. NSLA's Micrographics and
Imaging Program has produced CDs for the years 1972–1996 and distributing them free to Nevada
libraries. Future phases of this project will include making the current index available on the
World-Wide Web; indexing the older microfilmed newspapers and placing both index and papers on
CD; assessing the current local indexes in the state and developing a strategy to incorporate these in
the CD or Web based product.

 

Hightower named NSLA administrator

CARSON CITY, Nev.—Former Missouri State Librarian Monteria Hightower has been named the new
administrator of the State Library and Archives, a division of the Department of Museums, Library and
Arts. Before her appointment by the department's new acting director, Dale Erquiaga, Ms Hightower
was the Regional Library Administrator for the Las Vegas/Clark County Library, a position she has
held since 1994. She has extensive experience in library administration and served on the Governor's
Council on Literacy in Missouri where she was Associate Commissioner for Libraries and state
librarian for 9 years before arriving in Nevada. She holds a Masters in Library Science degree from the
University of Maryland and has held library positions in Seattle, Connecticut, and Washington, D.C.

Ms Hightower began her new job May 3. As NSLA administrator, she also serves as executive
secretary to the State Historical Records Advisory Board and State Records Committee, which
reviews the records retention schedules for executive branch agencies.

 

Nevada funds electronic records archivist

CARSON CITY, Nev.—The State Archives received Legislative approval for a new position of
electronic records archivist. The need for the position was first documented in a 1990 report,
Management and Preservation of Nevada's Electronic Records: A Report to the State Historical
Records Advisory Board by Margaret Hedstrom, Ph.D. The report was reprinted in 1994 and has been
used to try to sway the Governor and Legislature into creating the position. State officials realized the

Untitled Document http://dream.lib.utah.edu/cima/letters/1999_july.html

10 of 16 2/11/2009 4:39 PM



importance of managing this records format after an informal study of the Department of Information
Technology revealed that state agencies were creating databases, handling e-mail and creating World
Wide Web sites in a helter skelter fashion. NSLA will use this new position to create statewide policy
and procedures for the management of electronically created records, and develop a program for their
preservation and future access.

 

NSLA receives grant for conservation lab

CARSON CITY, Nev.—NSLA received a $20,000 grant from the E. L. Cord Foundation to support the
acquisition of equipment and supplies for a conservation Lab. The money for the conservation lab was
cut, in a cost saving measure, from the construction budget of the NSLA building which opened in 1992
and archives staff have made repeated attempts to find state funds for the program. After the request
was not supported in this year's biennial budget request, NSLA approached six Nevada foundations for
funds. The John Ben Snow Foundation agreed to fund $20,000 if other funding could be found. The
cost of the equipment and supplies is estimated at $75,000.

 

Nevada SHRAB supports SAA resolution

CARSON CITY, Nev.—At its May 7th meeting at the Nevada Historical Society in Reno, the Nevada
State Historical Records Advisory Board (SHRAB) voted unanimously to support the Society of
American Archivist's resolution on the systematic destruction of archives in Kosovo and war caused
devastation of archives throughout Yugoslavia.

 

Five-state American Indian project funded

CARSON CITY, Nev.—The Institute of Museums and Library Services has granted the Five State
American Indian Project, $150,545 for a one year pilot program that will result in increased
cooperation with and service to American Indian Tribes in Arizona, Colorado, Nevada, New Mexico and
Utah. The Nevada State Library and Archives serves as the lead agency and will help tribes assess
their library, archives and museum needs. The five states will each hold convocations for librarians,
archivists, museum professionals and tribal leaders to discuss issues on a statewide basis. Issues
include ways of improving services to the tribes, sharing information about available federal funding and
increasing awareness of American Indian property rights and the preservation and use of cultural
resources. A second grant proposal will seek a funds for a five state regional convocation to be held in
the Spring of 2000. NSLA's portion of the grant is administered by Bonnie Buckley and the project
coordinator is SHRAB member Shayne Del Cohen.

 

NSLA building planners honored

CARSON CITY, Nev.—Governor Kenny Guinn and the Department of Museums, Library and Arts
honored key people responsible for the planning and construction of the Nevada State Library and
Archives building on Thursday, May 27. In a public ceremony and reception, the Governor unveiled a
plaque honoring the NSLA Building Planning Committee, Joan G. Kerschner, Joyce C. Lee, Guy Louis
Rocha, Jeffrey M. Kintop, and Robert H. van Straten. The ceremony also dedicated building artwork in
the memory of former State Librarian Joseph J. Anderson, who envisioned a central state information
clearing- house when he initiated the consolidation of the state library and state archives in 1979.
Anderson pushed for a new, modern state library and archives throughout his career, but passed away
in 1986 after the Legislature approved the planning funds before the groundbreaking in 1989.

 

BSU Special Collections lists accessions

by Alan Virta

Boise State University
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BOISE, Idaho—Among the collections accessioned by the Special Collections Department at Boise
State University in the past few months are:

Glenn Balch papers. Glenn Balch (1902– 1989) was the author of 34 books, most of them children's
novels about horses, dogs, and West-ern themes. Many of Balch's stories were set in Idaho. One of
his most popular novels, Indian Paint, was made into a movie in 1963 starring Johnny Crawford (Mark

McCain of The Rifleman) and Jay Silverheels (Tonto of The Lone Ranger). The collection contains

correspondence, type- scripts, drafts, clippings, and memorabilia.

Kathleen Warner Idaho Folklore Archive, comprising twenty-five years' worth of student projects from
Dr. Warner's Folklore class at Boise State University. Her students compiled and collected
occupational, ethnic, regional, household, and children's folklore. More exotic projects included a
dictionary of "trash talk" employed by high school football players in eastern Idaho, a compilation of
pick-up lines used in Boise bars, a photographic record of personal-ized license plates, public restroom
graffiti, and an account of audience participation at a Boise showing of the Rocky Horror Picture Show,
all contributing to the documentation of 20th century life in the Gem State.

Brian Bergquist papers, consisting mainly of correspondence and writings of Bergquist, a university
administrator and gay rights activist who was leader of the "No on One" campaign, which defeated a
statewide anti-gay initiative in 1994. The department also accessioned a complete run of Diversity, the
newspaper published by the Boise gay community since 1984.

 

BYU library among competition winners

Thanks to a generous gift from the Ameritech Corporation, over the past three years the Library of
Congress has sponsored a competition to enable public, research, and academic libraries, museums,
historical societies, and archival institutions (except federal institutions) to create digital collections of
primary resources. These digital collections are incorporated into the National Digital Library. The
Ameritech program has helped to connect libraries of different sizes and scope and also brings
together important historical documents dispersed among institutions throughout the United States.

In this the final year of the grant program, grants were awarded to six institutions. Information about
the winners can be found at http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/award/99award/ward99.html. Information
about the program, including lists of previous winners, is found at http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/award
/index.html.

Winners included: Harold B. Lee Library, Brigham Young University with the Utah Academic Library
Consortium, and the Utah State Historical Society Pioneer Trails: Overland to Utah and the Pacific,
1847–1869: 155 items (approximately 6,040 pages) from 59 diaries of overland trail experiences
written between 1847 and 1869, along with 16 maps, 75 photographs and illustrations, and selections
from 5 immigrant guides.

The Bancroft Library at the University of California, Berkeley, with the California Historical Society
Chinese in California, 1850–1920: 12,500 items, including photographs, cartoons, personal diaries,
business records, broadsides, pamphlets, and other printed matter documenting nineteenth and early
twentieth century Chinese immigration to California and the West.

 

SAA offers online learning program

The Society of American Archivists (SAA) will offer its first online course entitled "Basic Electronic
Records" authored and led by Tom Ruller, head, Information and Technology Management Services,
New York State Archives and Records Administration. The course will last six weeks, beginning
September 20 and ending October 29, 1999. A second offering will begin November 1 and end
December 11, 1999.

"Basic Electronic Records" will introduce participants to the principles of preserving and providing
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access to records in digital formats, focusing on methods and issues in appraising, accessioning,
providing reference for, and preserving records in electronic form. They will examine case studies and
engage in online discussions with one another and the instructor. Participants will have the opportunity
to develop documentation for a simple set of electronic records and make plans for the long-term
preservation of those records. This course is intended for archivists who have a good understanding of
archival principles and techniques but who need basic training in how to apply those principles to
records in electronic form.

Information about the "Basic Electronic Records" course can be found on SAA's web site,
www.archivists.org. Registration will be taken online. The fee for the course is $120, $95 for SAA
members, and 1.5 continuing education units will be awarded upon completion of the twelve- module
course. Registration for the September 20 course will begin September 1 and end September 17.
Registration for the November 1 course will begin October 1 and end October 17.

 

Nebraska plays host to regional meeting

LINCOLN, Neb.—This fall, archivists from 14 mid-western and western states will descend on Lincoln,
Nebraska, for an event-packed meeting. The Midwest Archives Conference (the nation's largest
regional archives group) and the Society of Rocky Mountain Archivists (representing Colorado and
Wyoming) will meet jointly at the newly renovated Holiday Inn in Lincoln's historic Haymarket. The
program will consist of a smorgasbord of workshops, sessions, social gatherings and tours —including
a look at the new Strategic Air Command Museum, the International Quilt Study Center at UN-L, and a
"ghost tour" of downtown Lincoln! Some of the other offerings of interest to museum folk are
workshops on digital imaging and web site design, and sessions on museum collections management
software for archives use, multimedia history projects, and photo use and licensing. The dates of the
meeting are October 14–16, 1999. For more information, watch MAC's web site (www.
midwestarchives.com) or contact Andrea Faling at (402) 471-4785 or bun@nebraskahistory.org.

 

Rough draft of Declaration on display

The rough draft of the Declaration of Independence, in the hand of Thomas Jefferson with emendations
by John Adams and Benjamin Franklin, will be on display in the "American Treasures of the Library of
Congress" exhibition from June 16 through September 4.

Ultimately, 86 emendations were made to the document before it was adopted by the Continental
Congress on July 4, 1776. Jefferson took his disgruntlement about some of the changes to his grave.
The "original rough draught," as Jefferson later labeled it, will be displayed with other materials that
reveal the process of creating the country's founding document, including a small fragment, also in
Jefferson's handwriting, that predates the rough draft. On the back of the fragment is a description
Jefferson made of a stable he saw in Philadelphia that was subsequently constructed at Monticello.

"These documents are prized among historians as a window into the thinking of one of the most
enigmatic figures in American history," said Librarian of Congress James H. Billington.

This is the third summer that the rough draft of the Declaration of Independence has been displayed in
the permanent, rotating "American Treasures" exhibition, which features more than 270 items
representing a cross section of the Library's vast repository of rare books, music, manuscripts, maps,
photographs, drawings, audio clips and videotapes.

Items on display for the first time in "American Treasures" include:

Photographs taken in 1974, 1986 and 1992 of a working-class family from Buffalo's Lower West Side
by documentary photographer Milton Rogovin An 1842 miniature prayer book published for Jews
emigrating from German lands. In 1840-1860, the Jewish population of the United States grew from
15,000 to 45,000

The first issue of the first newspaper published by Native Americans, the Cherokee Phoenix, dated
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February 21, 1828

An 1880 catalog and price list of Shaker chairs

A dollar bill carried by Charles Lindbergh on his historic transatlantic flight from May 20–27, 1927, and
inscribed: "This bill was carried on entire flight. Charles A. Lindbergh."

Continuing highlights of "American Treasures" include the contents of Abraham Lincoln's pockets on the
night of his assassination, a photograph of the Wright brothers' first flight taken at the instant of takeoff
and early comic books.

The exhibition is made possible by a generous grant from the Xerox Foundation.

The "American Treasures" exhibition is also available on-line at http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/ treasures,
where viewers can see 264 items and read about their significance to U.S. history.

Harry N. Abrams Inc. has published a companion volume with an introduction by Pulitzer Prize-winning
author Garry Wills and a foreword by Dr. Billington. American Treasures in the Library of Congress:
Memory/Reason/ Imagination ($39.95) is available in the Library sales shops and wherever books are
sold.

Exhibition hours are 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Saturday. The Library is closed on federal
holidays. The exhibition is free. Tickets are not required. For recorded information about the exhibition,
call (202) 707-3834, (202) 707-6200 TTY.

 

Library of Congress publishes 1943 work

A revised edition of the 1943 book, The Evolution of the Text of the Declaration of Independence by

Julian P. Boyd, has just been published by the Library of Congress in association with the Thomas
Jefferson Memorial Foundation Inc. The new edition brings together for the first time photographic
reproductions of all known drafts of the Declaration of Independence in one large-format book,
including a previously unknown fragment in Thomas Jefferson's hand- writing that was discovered by
Boyd in 1947.

"These seminal documents offer invaluable insight into the minds of the nation's founders on the eve of
independence," said Librarian of Congress James. H. Billington.

The Library of Congress first published Boyd's study during World War II as part of a nationwide effort
to celebrate America's fundamental freedoms in conjunction with the bicentennial of the birth of
Thomas Jefferson. In an introduction to the revised text, Library of Congress manuscript historian
Gerard Gawalt notes that "the writing of the Declaration was not an individual undertaking easily
prepared, but rather its composition involved diligent, determined cooperation in the midst of wartime
chaos and danger." Mr. Gawalt is also the curator of "Thomas Jefferson: Genius of Liberty," a major
Library exhibition that will open in April of 2000 as part of the Library's Bicentennial celebration.

For more than 50 years, Boyd's 1943 study has remained the preeminent textual presentation of the
nation's most basic document. Serious public and scholarly interest in the evolution of the Declaration
of Independence was renewed when the Library first publicly exhibited the fragment of the composition
draft in 1995.

The revised edition of the The Evolution of the Text of the Declaration of Independence is distributed

by the University Press of New England and is available for $29.95 in the Library sales shops and
wherever books are sold. The Library will accept credit card orders at (202) 707-0204.

 

CONSERVATION NOTE:
Up to standards
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by Noel Carmack, Preservation Archivist Merrill Library, Utah State University

Often archives administrators are faced with starting up programs with few or insufficient resources.
The difficulties of organizational planning in archives and preservation departments can be exacerbated
by the unavailability of governing standards. It may not be realized, however, that many standards
have already been established. Such have been the aims of the American National Standards Institute
(ANSI) and the International Organization for Standardization (ISO). By making use of their standards,
these organizations can be valuable partners in archival practice and preservation.

The American National Standards Institute is a private, nonprofit organization committed to enhancing
competitiveness in business and the quality of American life by establishing a consensus of standards
among business institutions and Information systems. ANSI facilitates qualified groups of researchers
who establish standards of technology and conformity assessment. The institute was founded by five
engineering societies and three government agencies in 1918 and is supported by participating private
and public sector organizations.

The International Organization for Standardization (ISO) is a non-governmental organization of
worldwide national standards bodies promoting the development of global standards in business,
science, and trade industries. Established in 1947, ISO is a federation of standards bodies from some
130 countries, of which ANSI is a member.

Many ANSI/ISO standards deal with records storage and preservation. Relevant standards documents
often contain important guidelines for micrographic reproduction, paper permanence testing, and
document storage. Others address documentation procedures in archives and records centers. To
take advantage of available standards, archival institutions may order titles or purchase the entire
standards collections on CD- ROM. A few standards titles that might be of interest to archivists and
preservation officers include:

Fire Protection for Archives and Records Centers (ANSI/NFPA 232A-1995)

Information and Documentation - Document Storage Requirements for Archive and Library Materials

(ISO/DIS 11799)

Information and Documentation - Paper for Documents - Requirements for Permanence and

Durability (ISO 11108:1996)

Micrographics - Microfilming of Newspapers for Archival Purposes on 35 mm Microfilm (ISO 4087:

1991)

Photography - Processed Photographic Materials - Filing Enclosures for Storage (ISO 10214:1991)

Photography - Processed Photographic Plates - Storage Practices (ISO 3897:1997)

Photography - Processed Photographic Safety Film - Storage Practices (ISO 5466:1966)

Permanence of Paper for Publications and Documents in Libraries and Archives

(ANSI/NISO,Z39.48-1992 [R1997])

More information on ANSI/ISO standards is available at the ANSI ONLINE website,
http://web.ansi.org/; or at the ISO ONLINE website, http://www.iso.ch/.

 

Calling all CIMA members

Are your membership dues up to date? To check on your membership status, call Julie Hunsaker at
801- 240-6773.

Is your address changing? Let us know where you're going so that we can update the mailing list. Also
let us know if we're misspelling your name or if your phone number, postal address, or e-mail address
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has changed.

 

Advertising rates

The quarterly CIMA News-letter is circulated to nearly 150 individuals and institutions in Utah, Nevada,
Idaho, Wyoming, Colorado, Arizona, and beyond. Advertisements from suppliers of archives- related
products and services will be accepted at the editor's discretion. Rates for standard ads are:

size          
Full page (7.7" x 9.5")
Half page (4.75" x 7.5")
Quarter page (4.75" x 3.75")
Business card (2.25" x 1.5")

1 issue          
$75
$40
$25
$10

1 year          
$240
$128
$80
$24

Camera ready copy must be received by:

 - Sept. 15 for the October issue 
 - Dec. 15 for the January issue 
 - March 15 for the April issue 
 - June 15 for the July issue
Please make checks pay-able to CIMA

Submissions welcome

The CIMA Newsletter is a quarterly publication of the Conference of Inter-Mountain Archivists. If your
institution has any news of interest to the archival community in the inter-mountain west, such as recent
acquisitions; recently completed registers, guides, or other publications; person- nel changes; job
openings; grant projects, etc., please submit them to: 

Glen Fairclough, Editor
Utah State Archives and Records Service
P.O. Box 141021
Salt Lake City, UT 84114- 1021
Fax: 801-975-0336
E-mail: gfairclo@state.ut.us

or

Jeff Kintop, Assistant Editor
Nevada State Library and Archives
Capitol Complex
100 Stewart Street
Carson City, NV 89710-0001
Fax: 702-687-8330
E-mail: jmkintop@clan.lib.nv.us

Previous issues of the CIMA Newsletter are available online via the Conference of Inter- Mountain

Archivists website at http://www.lib.utah.edu/cima.

* * * * * * * * *
October 1999
CIMA Newsletter

Copy Deadline:
September 15, 1999

* * * * * * * * *

Membership Application (in Adobe Acrobat (PDF) format)
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