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Archival education is focus of fall caucus
SALT LAKE CITY—The fall caucus of the Conference of Inter-Mountain Archivists,
focusing on continuing education opportunities for record keepers, will be held
Friday, October 29, 1999, at the Utah State Office Building auditorium. The program
will focus on (1) the importance of record keeping, and (2) resources that can help
record caretakers sharpen their skills. Program participants will represent different
segments of the record keeping community, including archives, educational
institutions, libraries, museums, and businesses. Speakers will present national,
regional, and local perspectives. Attendees will also be given a forum to voice their
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needs. Anyone in your organization who has a stewardship to care for records, or
who is interested in archival education opportunities, may benefit from attending the
program.

Primary speakers include: Lee B. Groberg, award-winning documentary film
producer and director ( "Trail of Hope: The Story of the Mormon Trail"); Kathleen
Roe, principal archivist, New York State Archives and Records Administration; and
Max J. Evans, Utah State Historical Society.

Panelists and discussion leaders include: Dean L. May, educator, University of
Utah; Terry B. Ellis, Records Manager, Salt Lake County; Arlene B. Schmuland,
reference and processing archivist, Utah State Archives; Cherie N. Willis, Salt Lake
City Public Library; and Virginia Parker, Daughters of the Utah Pioneers Cache
Museum.

Registration materials were mailed to CIMA members in late September. Lunch is
included in the $10 registration fee. Please register by October 12.

 

CIMA members elect new officers
SALT LAKE CITY—Ballots cast in the 1999 election have been tallied and members
have chosen Brian Reeves, Brigham Young University, to fill a three-year term as
vice-president/ president-elect of the Conference of Inter-Mountain Archivists. The
term includes one year as vice-president, one year as president, and one year as
immediate past president and head of the nominating committee. He succeeds Jeff
Kintop, Nevada State Archives.

Candidates picked to fill three vacancies on the CIMA council include: Alan Barnett,
Utah State Historical Society; Carol Corbett, Great Basin Research, Las Vegas,
Nevada; Arlene Schmuland, Utah State Archives and Records Service. The trio will
serve a two-year term expiring in 2001.

Continuing council members include: Steve Walker, Idaho State Historical Society;
Brian Reeves, Brigham Young University, Harold B. Lee Library; Jim Dooley,
University of Utah, J. Willard Marriott Library; and Laine Sutherland, Cline Library,
Northern Arizona University.

Members completing two-year terms on the CIMA council include: Clint R. Bailey,
University of Utah Archives; Brad Cole, Cline Library, Northern Arizona University;
and Peter Schmid, Utah State Library Special Collections. They join Pauline K.
Musig as members of the nominating committee.

Of the ballots mailed to CIMA members, 29 were returned (25 percent). Voting was
virtually unanimous.

 

Council sets upcoming meeting dates
SALT LAKE CITY—During the September 10 meeting of the CIMA Council, officers
scheduleddates for the next two council meetings. The council will meet at 9 a.m.
on Friday, November 5, and Friday, January 14. Both meetings will be held in the
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conference room at the Utah State Archives and Records Service building on the
capitol complex in Salt Lake City.

By announcing the dates in advance, it is hoped that CIMA members will be able to
participate in person or contact a council member in advance to voice their ideas
and concerns.

 

CIMA welcomes new members
The Conference of Inter-Mountain Archivists welcomes the following new members:

Shayne Del Cohen
Reno, Nevada.
Toby Murray
University of Nevada Las Vegas, Las Vegas, Nevada.

 

Online CIMA directory planned
In order to provide members with an up-to-date membership directory, council
members have decided to make an electronic version of the directory available
through the CIMA web site beginning in January 2000.

The directory will include the address, telephone number, and e-mail address for
current members. Those who prefer that this information (or parts of it) not be
included should contact Julie Hunsaker.

Copies of the most recent printed directory of members (published in January 1998)
are available to members upon request.

 

New finding aids completed
SALT LAKE CITY—Archival processing of several different record series at the Utah
State Archives has been completed. Records include:

Minutes, reports, and an agency history of the Board of Soldier Settlement (circa
1919–1932).

Minute books of the Fourth District Court in Weber County.

Governor Simon Bamberber's administrative records, coal shortage investigation
records, Mammoth Dam failure records.

Governor Charles R. Mabey's administrative records and correspondence.

The Office of Legislative Research and General Counsel's bill drafting an research
records, and interim committee minutes.

The Salt Lake County Assessor's tax assessment rolls and indices.

The State Planning Board's administrative records and maps, including information on
parks and recreation, industrial resources, drought relief, etc.

A number of mining district and cemetery records from various geographics areas in the
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state.

 

State Archives notes staff changes
SALT LAKE CITY—Brian Hahn, a processing and reference archivist, resigned in
September in order to resume participation in a family restaurant supply business.
Hahn, a graduate of the Washington State University public history program, was
with the archives 18 months. A replacement to fill the vacancy is being sought.

Donna Morrison began duties as a records analyst in September. Morrison replaces
Daryl Downs (see accompanying article).

Laura Bowers resumed working at the State Archives Records Center in June.
Bowers, who worked part-time at the records center prior to accepting a call to serve
a mission for The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, is employed as a
records technician.

 

County clerk position goes Daryl Downs
LOGAN, Utah—A newcomer to Cache County government was appointed July 13 to
be the next county clerk.

Daryl Downs, a state archivist and records analyst, was chosen by the County
Council over Councilman Layne Beck and Chief Deputy County Clerk Jill Zollinger.

Downs replaces Steve Erickson, who died in June after a stroke. He is expected to
serve through 2000, when voters will elect a clerk to serve the remaining two years
of Erickson's term.

After the decision, Councilman Larry Anhder said selecting Downs "certainly wasn't
a vote against anybody." He noted that the council appointed someone with unique
qualifications, experience and background.

Downs is a Smithfield native who received a bachelor's degree in English from Utah
State University in 1988. In an interview this morning, he said he worked as a
reference librarian in Davis County. He later went to work in administrative services
for Weber County before taking a job last year with the state.

Downs said he has taught several state agencies how to manage their records in
accordance with the Government Records Access and Management Act.

He has been active in the local Republican Party, serving as a precinct chairman
and as a delegate. Downs said his experience is directly related to the clerk's job
and he believes the council chose him because of his ability to train people and
because he works with records every day.

The county clerk's position has an annual salary of $44,220.

 

1999 UTAH HISTORY BROWN BAG SERIES:
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Speakers look back on the 20th Century
SALT LAKE CITY—A year-long series of brown bag lectures devoted to the people
and events that shaped Utah during the Twentieth Century is drawing to a close.
Speakers for the final two lectures in the series include: L. Kay Gillespie (Weber
State University), "Utah's Executions: Gary Gilmore and Beyond," on Thursday,
October 21; and Gibbs M. Smith, (Joe Hill biographer and publisher), "Joe Hill," on
Thursday, November 18.

Each one-hour presentation begins at 12 noon in the White Memorial Chapel south
of the Utah State Capitol, 150 East 300 North, Salt Lake City. The lecture series is
jointly sponsored by the Utah State Archives and Records Service and the Utah
Historical Society. Presentations are free and open to the public. For more
information, call Mary Peach at 801-533-3545.

 

USHS produces histories of all 29 counties
SALT LAKE CITY—"The Centennial County History Project is now complete,"
proclaims Kent Powell, Coordinator of Public Programs at the Utah State Historical
Society, in reference to the ambitious undertaking of publishing a history of each of
Utah's twenty-nine counties.

Powell relates how the history project came about. In 1991 the state legislature
created and funded the Centennial County History Project to write and publish the
histories of each of Utah's twenty-nine counties as part of the state's centennial
celebration. The legislature assigned the Utah State Historical Society to direct the
project. The Society granted money to each county to help research, write, and
publish its history.

Each county selected an author to research and write the histories. According to
Powell, one of the series' general editors, "we encouraged each of the authors to
devote a good portion of the volume to twentieth century developments and to go
beyond the ‘first this and the first that' and to relate the bigger story of each
county."

The legislature also provided funds to place the volumes in public and school
libraries across the state. Max Evans, Director of the Utah State Historical Society,
says that this has been a monumental effort. "I know of no other state legislature in
the United States who has supported such a history project. The Utah State
Historical Society greatly appreciates the support given to the project from the state
legislature, past and present, as well as the twenty-nine county commissions,"
Evans concludes.

The books vary in size from 300 to 450 pages and contain maps and other
illustrations, mostly historical photographs. Each volume sells for $19.96. The
volumes are bound identically, but each book's dust jacket features two unique
regional photos.

The county histories can be purchased at book stores, county offices, or from the
Utah State Historical Society where the Book and Gift Shop has all county histories
in stock. Phone orders are possible from the Book and Gift Shop at 801- 533-3525.
Information can also be found on the Society's web site HISTORY.UTAH.ORG.
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BYU archives acquires new collections
PROVO, Utah—The Brigham Young University Archives has recently acquired the
following collections.

Karl G. Maeser (1828–1901), Religious lecture minutes, 1878–1879. One volume of minutes to
lectures given by Karl G. Maeser in religion classes at Brigham Young Academy, recorded by
students, including James E. Talmage, Susa Young, Zina Williams, and others.

The BYU Archives has also received autobiographical writings of several persons who were affiliated
with the university as faculty members or in other capacities, including: Lester N. Downing, Paul E.
Felt, Alma Heaton, Alma W. King, Spencer J. Palmer, Jeanne Rutishauser Wilford E. Smith, and
Madge Watters.

 

USU special collections notes changes

Contributed by Noel Carmack

Merrill Library, Utah State University

LOGAN, Utah—Several changes in the staff of USU Special Collections and
Archives have taken place. Former manuscripts curator, John Powell, has left to
pursue a private business venture in Cache Valley. Peter Schmid, photo archivist,
has found employment as a photo archivist at the Nantucket Historical Association,
Nantucket, MA. Both participated in CIMA activities and made significant
contributions to the endeavors at USU Special Collections. They will, indeed, be
missed!

Stephen Sturgeon has recently joined the Special Collections staff as the new
Manuscripts Librarian. Sturgeon received his Ph.D. in May 1998 from the University
of Colorado, where his studies focused on the political and environmental history of
the twentieth-century American West. His dissertation, entitled "Wayne Aspinal and
the Politics of Western Water," examined the Colorado Congressman's role in
shaping reclamation policy during the 1950s and 1960s. In addition to his Ph.D. in
history, Sturgeon has an MLIS degree in archival administration from the University
of California, Berkeley.

The current staff of USU Special Collections and Archives is as follows:
Ann Buttars, head curator, 435-797-2661
Robert Parson, university archivist, 435-797-0894
Stephen Sturgeon, manuscripts librarian, 435- 797-0891
(vacant), photo archivist, 435-797-0890
Noel Carmack, preservation librarian, 435-797-0892

An announcement of the photo archivist position will be forthcoming. For more
information, please call 435-797-2663.

 

Marriott Library acquisitions processed

by Karen L. Carver
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J. Willard Marriott Library, University of Utah

SALT LAKE CITY—The Manuscripts Division of the University of Utah J. Willard
Marriott Library has recently completed processing the David Oman McKay Papers
(1897–1983), which contain correspondence, diaries, and notebooks relating to the
personal and ecclesiastical life of David O. McKay (1873–1970), ninth president of
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. The collection also contains
letters, receipts, note-books, and travel memorabilia pertaining to members of
McKay's family, including his wife, Emma Ray Riggs McKay; their daughter, Lou
Jean; and son, David Lawrence.

On a related note, the Marriott Library's Stan Larson and his wife Patricia have
recently completed editing What E're Thou Art, Act Well Thy Part: The Missionary
Diaries of David O. McKay. These diaries document McKay's 1897– 1899 mission to
Great Britain and include descriptions of tracting, open-air meetings, conferences,
mission administration, baptisms, weddings, funerals, and a variety of social
activities. The book, published by Blue Ribbons Books, is due out in early October.

Many of the missionary diaries, auto-biographies, and personal papers used by the
Larsons in preparing their book have been donated to the Marriott Library and are
available for research. These collections include the Alexander Faddis Papers, the
Thomas A. Kerr Papers, the Joseph H. Mitchell Papers, and the William P. Nisbet
Papers.

The following collections have also been recently processed.

The Wallace A. Goates Collection (1890– 1905), which contains sheet music
recovered by the University of Utah's Theater Department from Goates' estate after
his death. The music compositions were used by the Salt Lake Theater around the
turn of the century. Wallace Goates (1907–1996) was active in the theater—
producing, writing, directing, and acting in many plays. He was also involved in the
field of communication disorders, lecturing to various university departments
concerning this subject.

The Miles Pratt Romney Papers (1900–1979) contain diaries, news clippings,
daybooks, correspondence, and typescripts of biographies, autobiographies, and
oral histories relating to the Romney family. Miles Pratt Romney (1903–1980) was
born in Mexico. His grandfather, Miles Park Romney, was one of the original settlers
of the Mormon colonies in Mexico. The family returned to the United States in 1912.
Romney, a professional geologist and amateur archaeologist, was president of the
United Park Mines Company. Included in the collection are photo-graphs of various
Romney family members and pictures documenting a trip the family took to Mexico
to see their former home. The photo-graphs are available in the Manuscript
Division's Multimedia Section (P0793).

Further information is available at 801-581-8864 or at www.lib.utah.edu/spc/mss/
spcmss.html.

 

Song to commemorate 150th anniversary
SALT LAKE CITY—The University of Utah will turn 150 years old on February 28,
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2000.

In honor of the sesquicentennial, the university is conducting a contest to pick a
birthday song. Anyone remotely associated with the U is eligible to enter original
lyrics and music. The song cannot be longer than three minutes and must be
submitted by Thanksgiving Day. A committee of three professional musicians will
select the winning song, which will be performed at the birthday gala February 28.
The winner gets $500.

 

Nugent to lecture at University of Utah
SALT LAKE CITY—Walter Nugent, Tackes Professor of History at the University of
Notre Dame, will be the 20th David E. Miller lecturer. He will draw from his new
study of migration to the Far West, "Into the West: The Story of its People."

The lecture will be at 7 p.m., Wednesday November 3, in the Gould Auditorium. The
Gould Auditorium is in the Marriott Library, just inside the west entrance.

Professor Nugent has been working for several years on a detailed study of
migration to the far west: who came where, when, and why.

 

Ellis honored at NAGARA annual meeting
SALT LAKE CITY—Terry Ellis, Salt Lake County Records Manager, was honored at
the July annual meeting of the National Association of Govern-ment Archives and
Records Administrators held in Columbus, Ohio. She has served as the local
government director on the governing board for the past two years. Terry received a
certificate of appreciation at the closing luncheon for her work with the local
government records community and the successful promotional efforts of NAGARA
on behalf of National Records and Information Management Week.

 

Archives coordinator attends SAA meeting
SALT LAKE CITY—Susan Quinley, coordinator for Salt Lake County Archives,
attended the recent Society of American Archivists annual meeting held in
Pittsburgh. She attended sessions and workshops that focused on the preservation
of archival records in textual and electronic formats, project management for
archivists, and information technology initiatives.

 

SL County develops retention schedule
SALT LAKE CITY—Salt Lake County Records Management and Archives has
begun develop-ment of a Salt Lake County Retention Schedule. Since June,
Records Management staff has met with four county agencies to review and
establish general retention schedules. Utilizing elements from functional appraisal
projects such as the one done by the Alabama State Archives, the staff and top
agency management analyze the functions of the agency and the records created
from them. A general schedule will be developed from this process that is specific
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to the agency's needs. Records Management will meet with other county agencies
to develop their schedule data during the next year. Future plans include making
the schedule available on the County intranet, as well as print-on-demand basis.

 

Archives preserves historical tax records
SALT LAKE CITY—County Archives is currently working to preserve 600 cubic feet
of historical tax appraisal cards. The series was created by the County Assessor to
establish tax appraisal data on homes and businesses and dates from 1930.
Referenced by historic preservationists, real estate and title companies, and
environmental researchers, it is one of the most highly used series and showing
signs of physical deterioration. Archives staff began the process of re-boxing the
cards into acid-free boxes in May. The project also includes re-foldering the
appraisal cards into specially constructed acid- free envelopes.

 

Nevada DMLA director resigns
CARSON CITY, Nev.—Dale Erquiaga, resigned as director of the State Department
of Museums, Library and Arts August 26 to go into private business. Erquiaga, who
was appointed March 15, had been in his position for four months. He will join R&R
Partners as director of public relations within the next three to four weeks. R&R
Partners is a major advertising and public relations firm with offices in Reno and Las
Vegas and strong political connections.

Prior to becoming director, Erquiaga was the public relations director for the Howard
Hughes Corp., in Las Vegas. Before that he served as chief deputy secretary of
state and was also in charge of elections. No replacement was named for his job.

 

Unveiling of portrait kicks off project
CARSON CITY, Nev.—A portrait of former U.S. Representative Barbara Vucanovich
was unveiled on Thursday, August 26, at the Nevada State Library and Archives.
The first woman elected to federal office from Nevada, Vucanovich served in
Congress for 14 years (1983–1997) as a Republican.

August 26 has special meaning: it is the anniversary of ratification of the 19th
Amendment to the United States Constitution. The 19th Amendment gave women
the right to vote.

"It is particularly fitting that we honor Barbara Vucanovich on the anniversary of the
ratification of women's suffrage," said Dale Erquiaga, Director of the Department of
Museums, Library and Arts. "As the first woman from Nevada elected to federal
office, she blazed a trail for other women, just as the suffragettes did in first
securing the right to vote." As part of the unveiling, Vucanovich and her daughter,
Patty Cafferata, announced a cooperative effort with the Department of Museums,
Library and Arts and the Nevada Women's History Project. Letters from Nevada's
Daughters is a project which encourages Nevada women to record their own history
by writing letters in which they detail their experiences. Vucanovich, who has begun
writing her memoirs in the form of letters to her grandchildren and great-
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grandchildren, will spearhead the project. She read from her letters, which she has
entitled Letters from the House: Reflections of a Tough Grandmother.

"Barbara has agreed to serve as the spokesperson and role model for a letter-
writing campaign designed to capture the history of Nevada's daughters," Erquiaga
said. "The Nevada Women's History Project will collect and preserve letters from
women throughout the state, from all walks of life, in order to record their
perspective on the 20th Century." Forms and information about the letter-writing
history project are available on the Internet at the DMLA website (www.clan.nv.us),
or the Women's History Project website at www.unr.edu/wrc/nwhp. Authors need
not be born in Nevada to participate.

Funds for Vucanovich's photographic portrait were donated by friends and family.
According to Erquiaga, the portrait will hang in various DMLA buildings around the
state during the Millennium celebration. Bret Hofmann of Photography by Bret
Hofmann in Reno photographed Vucanovich for the portrait.

The Department of Museums, Library and Arts (DMLA) comprises the Division of
Museums and History, the Office of Historic Preservation, the State Library and
Archives, and the State Arts Council. DMLA serves Nevada's citizens and visitors
through cultural and information management, preservation and promotion of
cultural resources, and education. Other key components of the department are the
Comstock Historic District Commission, the Literacy Coalition, the Advisory
Committee on Participa-tory Democracy, and the Commission for Cultural Affairs.
More information can be found on the Web at www.clan.lib.nv.us.

The Nevada Women's History Project supports the gathering and dissemination of
history about the roles and contributions of Nevada women of every race, class, and
ethnic background. NWHP is a statewide, educational, non-profit organization,
founded in 1994 by the late Jean Ford. Membership is open to all women and men.

 

Phillip Earl ends 30 years of service
RENO, Nev.—After 30 years of state service, one of Northern Nevada's best-known
authorities on Nevada history has retired. On June 30, Phillip I. Earl put in his last
day as curator of history at the Nevada Historical Society. That evening, he was
honored at a dinner in Reno.

Earl first worked for the Nevada Historical Society in 1970, and again from 1973 to
his retiremennt, starting out as a museum attendant, moving on to curator of
exhibits and eventually to curator of history. In 1975, he took over the writing of the
popular history column, "This Was Nevada," which went out to some 26
newspapers around the state. Among the topics he has explored are the Spanish-
American War, World War I, World War II, early aviation, automobiles, shortline
railroads, outlaw and lawman history, the movie industry, race relations, boxing,
ethnic history, women's history, the Lincoln Highway, fights in numerous county
seats, county boundary controversies, the Great Spanish Flu Epidemic of 1918–19,
and many others. (The column will continue, with occasional guest columns by
Earl, as well as articles by other authors associated with the Nevada Department of
Museums, Library and Arts.)
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Earl has also written for the Nevada Historical Society Quarterly, Nevada Magazine,
the Northeastern Nevada Historical Quarterly, and the Humboldt Historian. Besides
writing scholarly articles, he has worked on curriculum with the Nevada State
Education Department, implemented bus tours and tourism programs, worked on
television documentaries on Boulder Dam, Death Valley, Reno's history, boxing and
the Lincoln Highway, and promoted a wealth of community events.

"The effort that Phil has put in over the last 25 years or so has been phenomenal.
To do the research, select the artwork and then write a story a week, while also
performing as one of the state's foremost authorities on practically everything is
daunting," said Peter Bandurraga, director of the Nevada Historical Society.
"Tireless in his own work, he is always willing to drop what he is doing and share
his encyclopedic knowledge of Nevada's past."

Earl holds a master's degree in history from the University of Nevada, Reno. His
thesis was entitled "Sagebrush Volunteers: Nevadans in the Spanish-American War
and the Philippine Insurrection, 1898–1900." His undergraduate work was in history,
political science and education, carried out first at Nevada Southern University in
Las Vegas, and completed at the University of Nevada, Reno. After retiring, Earl
plans to give a six-part lecture series at the Historical Society beginning in the fall of
1999, finish a book on law enforcement, improve his golf, and otherwise ease up a
bit. He and his wife will continue to live in Reno, where their two grown children also
reside.

 

Silver State public historian named to head Museums and History Division
CARSON CITY, Nev.--A history scholar and living history performer has been
named head of the Nevada Division of Museums and History. Dr. Doug Mishler, a
Las Vegas resident, has taken the position formerly held by Scott Miller, who retired
last December. Mishler started his new job on July 1.

Mishler will oversee six established museum facilities located throughout Nevada,
including the Nevada State Museum in Carson City, the State Museum and
Historical Society in Las Vegas, the Historical Society in Reno, the State Railroad
Museum in Carson City, the East Ely Railroad Depot Museum, and the Lost City
Museum in Overton. He will also guide the construction of an historic tourist railroad
in Boulder City.

Prior to his new position, Mishler served as program coordinator for Southern
Nevada for the Nevada Humanities Committee. Previously, he taught history at both
Western Washington University in Bellingham, Wash., and the University of
Nevada, Reno. He holds a Ph.D. in U.S. Cultural History from the University of
Nevada, Reno, where he wrote his dissertation The Greatest Show on Earth: The
Circus and the Development of Modern American Culture.

"Dr. Mishler's academic credentials, combined with his commitment to taking history
to the public, make him an excellent leader for the states museums and historical
societies," said Dale Erquiaga, director of the Department of Museums, Library and
Arts. "He is someone who understands how to bring history to life, and he shares
this administration's goal of education in its broadest form, for all Nevadans."
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Mishler began taking history to the public in 1993 after he discovered P.T. Barnum,
whom he calls the father of American amusements. In the last six years he has
portrayed Barnum more than 200 times for audiences across the nation, in the
"Chautuaqua" tradition in which the scholar researches and portrays an historical
character. He has also portrayed steel baron Andrew Carnegie, automobile
innovator Henry Ford and abolitionist William Lloyd Garrison. He will portray
President Theodore Roosevelt on July 19 as part of the Great Basin Chautauqua in
Reno.

"I have always felt that it was imperative for those who interpret the past to share
their knowledge with the widest possible audience," said Mishler. "It is our nation's
basic philosophy that democracy is only possible when the people are well
informed. In my new position, I look forward to helping the Division of Museums and
History bring the past to life, making it accessible and fun for both residents and
visitors of all ages and backgrounds."

Mishler's public history background includes creating Chautauquas for the towns of
Pahrump, Nev., and Bainbridge Island, Wash. He has also been a consultant to
Ringling Brothers and Barnum & Bailey Circus in several legal matters as well as
researching and writing their in-house history.

 

Pair-O-Dice Club exhibit opens
LAS VEGAS, Nev.—Artifacts from the Pair-O-Dice Club, called by historians the first
nightclub on the Strip, are now on display in the Nevada State Museum and
Historical Society's New Acquisitions Area. From the donation made by John Detra
in March, the museum is exhibiting unique pieces and photographs that show Las
Vegas nightlife in the 1930s. The Pair-O-Dice Club was located on the site of the
present-day Frontier.

Frank and Angelina Detra, parents of John Detra, owned and operated the
Pair-O-Dice Club from 1931 until about 1940. The nightclub offered fine Italian
meals, music, cocktails, and table games. The exhibit features table linens
hand-made by Angelina Detra, a unique dice lamp, a pair of "playing card" lamps,
an Art Deco brass ash tray, and an ornate credenza from Germany.

Exhibit photographs show the Detra family participating in Las Vegas events like the
Helldorado parade and the Hoover Dam dedication. "It is a privilege for the museum
to have the opportunity to share these family treasures with the Las Vegas public,"
said Shirl Naegle, director of the museum. The Pair-O-Dice Club will be on exhibit
through November. The new acquisitions area of the museum features recent
donations of objects, photographs, and other items significant to Nevada's past.

 

Archival exhibits in Idaho abound

Contributed by Steve Walker

Idaho State Historical Society

BOISE, Idaho—"The Road to Yesterday." A exhibit of five small Bonner County
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communities located along the Pend Oreille River. One town, a busy, thriving
sawmill town, no longer exists. Bonner County Museum, Sandpoint, ID. Contact:
Joy O'Donnell, 208-263-2344, for more information.

"Rediscovering Lewis & Clark." The journals of the Corps of Discovery seen through
images of today's trails. Mike Venso, photographer. Contact: Lewis-Clark Center for
Arts & History, Lewiston, ID, 208-799-2243

"1899 Mining War Exhibit." Artifacts and interpretive information about the 1899
mining war, which ultimately resulted in the assassination of the governor at the
time, Frank Steunenberg, in 1905, and a trail that attracted worldwide attention.
Wallace Mining District Museum, Wallace, ID. Contact John Amonson at
208-556-1592 for more information.

"Boise Then and Now: A Photographic Retrospective" by Leo J. Leeburn, Jr.
"Scoop" Leeburn has taken many photographs of people and places in Boise from
the early 1940s to the present. Several visitors to the exhibit have identified
individuals they know in the more than 100 images on display. Sponsored by the
Idaho Humanities Council. Contact the Idaho State Historical Museum, Boise, ID, at
208-334-2120 for more information.

"Shadowy Evidence: The photography of Edward S. Curtis and His
Contemporaries." An examination of social, economic, and artistic factors that
influenced the work of Edward Curtis and others who photographed Native
Americans during the early twentieth century. Curtis and others responded to the
artistic conventions of the dominant photographic style, Pictorialism, which
endorsed scenes that suggested a remote and idealized past and celebrated the
spiritual and mystical side of human experience. Curated by photography historian
and educator Rod Slemmons. Sun Valley Center for the Arts, Ketchum, ID. Contact
Ann Friedman at 208-726-9491 for more information.

Websites of Idaho Interest

Follow the restoration of Idaho's Statehouse at www.idahostatecapitol.org. Historic
photos, including some of the Statehouse under construction, are featured.

The Idaho Heritage Trust has just launched a new site at www.idahoheritage.org
with photos and information on some of the projects funded by IHT. You can also
download a copy of the Trust's grant application form.

 

Trading post exhibit at NAU Cline Library

Contributed by Laine Sutherland

Cline Library, Northern Arizona University

FLAGSTAFF, Arizona—Funded by the United Indian Traders Association (UITA), a
new exhibit at the Northern Arizona University Cline Library, Special Collections and
Archives Department (SCA) tells the story of regional traders. Entitled, "Voices from
the Trading Post," the exhibit presents multiple viewpoints on the complex role of
the trader and the contributions of UITA.
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When the UITA teamed with NAU, the goal was to provide a comprehensive and
thoughtful portrayal of all aspects of trade relationships. Technology has broadened
SCA's horizons, and soon the trader legacy will be shared with a global audience in
both home and school settings, through the use of an interactive CD-ROM
—complete with a teacher's guide, a World Wide Web site, and a monograph under
development by Dr. Willow Roberts Powers.

SCA staff, as part of this project, have conducted 40 oral history interviews with
traders, their families, and their customers. According to oral historian James
Hoopes, there is no better way to capture the feel for historical facts than to record
oral reminiscences. The narrators—who are keen observers of the world—have a lot
to say. A natural extension of this project has been the ongoing donation by the
UITA and trading families of amazing photographs (both old and new), manuscripts,
diaries, and business records.

The Cline Library will celebrate the opening of the exhibit and unveiling of the Web
site with a public program on October 23, 1999. Jim Babbitt, of the Babbitt Brothers
Trading Company family, will present a slide show documenting the history of
trading. This free event will take place in the Cline Library Assembly Hall from 2 to 4
p.m.

For more information, contact Special Collec-tions and Archives, NAU Cline Library,
Box 6022, Flagstaff, Arizona 86011-6022; or call 520- 523-5551. SCA's on-line
exhibits and imaging database can be viewed at http://www.nau.edu/library
/specoll/.

 

Give a free copy of the newsletter
Do you know people who might benefit from a little more training in records
management or some interaction with archivists? Give us their addresses and we'll
send them a free introductory copy of the CIMA Newsletter. It doesn't matter if
they're volunteer docents, amateur genealogists, or professional historians. Anyone
with an interest in archives, records management, or history can get a lot out of the
Conference of Inter-Mountain Archivists. Do your friends and colleagues a favor and
spread the word.

 

Idaho State U seeks records manager
This position will establish a comprehensive records management program to
facilitate institutional compliance with Idaho public records laws relating to fiscal
and legal records, and to provide an efficient system to fulfill administrative
decision-making and informational requirements. This program will also ensure that
adequate records are maintained to fully document the history and development of
the University.

RESPONSIBILITIES INCLUDE:

Develop an efficient records management program for Idaho State University,
demonstrated by the production of a records disposition and retention schedule for
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each ISU office and the establishment of a centralized records management
database.

Meet with staff and administrators in campus offices to set-up procedures to
inventory office files and to evaluate any existing record storage areas.

Investigate new technologies to enhance records storage and access to public
records.

Make recommendations to the appropriate people for alternative facilities and record
formats.

Implement procedures to ensure compliance with Federal and State laws pertaining
to privacy and access to public records.

Create a directory of University records locations.

Develop staff training materials and programs (both on- and off-line).

QUALIFICATIONS:

Education: BA degree from an accredited program; MA preferred.

Certified Records Manager (CRM) certification required.

Experience: Minimum of 2 years experience working in a university, public, or
corporate archives or records management program; university experience
preferred.

Skills: · Knowledge of files management, archival theory and practice, and records
storage systems.

Ability to analyze, plan, design, and administer quality filing and information
retrieval systems.

Proven ability to produce quality records disposition and retention schedules.

Ability to communicate effectively and tactfully with administrators and records
personnel.

Ability to create and use a records management database, MS Access for Windows
preferred.

Personal characteristics should include initiative, good interpersonal communication
and negotiation skills, and a demonstrated commitment to excellent service.

SALARY AND DURATION OF APPOINTMENT:

$32,000 range. Temporary professional

APPLICATION: Submit letter of application, resume, and the name, address, and
telephone number of at least three references to:
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Donna Hillard, Human Resource
Records Manager Search
Campus Box 8107
Pocatello, ID 83209-8107

Review of applications will begin September 27, 1999. The search will continue until
the position is filled.

Idaho State University: http://www.isu.edu Eli M. Oboler Library: http://www.isu.edu
/library/

Idaho State University is an AA/EEO employer

Calling all CIMA members
Are your membership dues up to date? To check on your membership status, call
Julie Hunsaker at 801- 240-6773.

Is your address changing? Let us know where you're going so that we can update
the mailing list. Also let us know if we're misspelling your name or if your phone
number, postal address, or e-mail address has changed.

 

Advertising rates
The quarterly CIMA News-letter is circulated to nearly 150 individuals and
institutions in Utah, Nevada, Idaho, Wyoming, Colorado, Arizona, and beyond.
Advertisements from suppliers of archives- related products and services will be
accepted at the editor's discretion. Rates for standard ads are:

size          
Full page (7.7" x 9.5")
Half page (4.75" x 7.5")
Quarter page (4.75" x 3.75")
Business card (2.25" x 1.5")

1 issue          
$75
$40
$25
$10

1 year          
$240
$128
$80
$24

Camera ready copy must be received by:
 - Sept. 15 for the October issue 
 - Dec. 15 for the January issue 
 - March 15 for the April issue 
 - June 15 for the July issue
Please make checks pay-able to CIMA

Submissions welcome
The CIMA Newsletter is a quarterly publication of the Conference of Inter-Mountain
Archivists. If your institution has any news of interest to the archival community in
the inter-mountain west, such as recent acquisitions; recently completed registers,
guides, or other publications; person- nel changes; job openings; grant projects,
etc., please submit them to: 

Glen Fairclough, Editor
Utah State Archives and Records Service
P.O. Box 141021
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Salt Lake City, UT 84114- 1021
Fax: 801-975-0336
E-mail: gfairclo@state.ut.us

or

Jeff Kintop, Assistant Editor
Nevada State Library and Archives
Capitol Complex
100 Stewart Street
Carson City, NV 89710-0001
Fax: 702-687-8330
E-mail: jmkintop@clan.lib.nv.us

Previous issues of the CIMA Newsletter are available online via the Conference of
Inter- Mountain Archivists website at http://www.lib.utah.edu/cima.

* * * * * * * * *

January 2000

CIMA Newsletter
Copy Deadline:

December 15, 1999

* * * * * * * * *

Membership Application (in Adobe Acrobat (PDF) format)
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