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CIMA members elect new officers

SALT LAKE CITY—Ballots cast in the 2000 election have been tallied and members have chosen John
M. Murphy, University of Arizona Library, to fill a three-year term as vice- president/president-elect of
the Conference of Inter-Mountain Archivists. The term includes one year as vice-president, one year as
president, and one year as immediate past president and head of the nominating committee. He
succeeds Brian Reeves, Harold B. Lee Library, Brigham Young University.

Susan L. Corrigan, Brigham Young University Special Collections and Manuscripts, was voted to serve
a two-year term as secretary/treasurer. Corrigan replaces Julie Hunsaker of the Archives Division at
the LDS Church Historical Department.

Candidates picked to fill three vacancies on the CIMA council include: Randy Dixon, Historical
Department of the LDS Church; Stan Larson, University of Utah J. Willard Marriott Library; and Alan
Virta, Boise State University Albertsons Library. The trio will serve a two-year term expiring in 2002.

Members completing two-year terms on the CIMA council include: Steve Walker, Idaho State Historical
Society; Jim Dooley, University of Utah, J. Willard Marriott Library; and Laine Sutherland, Cline Library,
Northern Arizona University. They join outgoing president Jeff Kintop, Nevada State Archives, as
members of the nominating committee.

 

Planning under way for Utah fall caucus

PROVO, Utah—The fall meeting of the Conference of Inter-Mountain Archivists will be a symposium
entitled, "Remembering," and will be held in the new wing of the Harold B. Lee Library at Brigham
Young University on Friday, October 6. This kickoff event for Utah Archives Week focuses on
remembering through personal narratives, folklore, documentary editing, historical fiction, museums,
and historic sites; service efforts by local organizations to preserve memory; memory in Mormon
culture; and the history of the book.

Organizations and individuals who are interested in heritage are encouraged to attend. Scheduled
speakers include Clyde A. Milner II, executive editor of the Western Historical Quarterly and professor

of history at Utah State University; Gerald N. Lund, author of The Work and the Glory historical fiction

series; and several others, each with unique insights to share.

Pre-conference activities include an SAA workshop on cataloging access points (subject tracings),
October 4–5; and a presentation on motion-picture images of Brigham Young, October 5. Guided
tours of the L. Tom Perry Special Collections Department at BYU will be offered the day of the
symposium. For more information contact brian_reeves@byu.edu. Registration materials will be mailed
to CIMA members about the first week of August. The early registration deadline is September 15.

 

Utah Archives Week committee formed

SALT LAKE CITY—A committee has been organized to assist Utah repositories plan, carry out, and
publicize the annual observance of Archives Week in Utah.

Members of the committee include Glen Fairclough (Utah State Archives), chairman; Wendy Checketts
(Utah State Archives); Stan Larson (University of Utah, J. Willard Marriott Library); Noel Barton (LDS
Church Family History Library), and Edith Menna (International Society Daughters of the Utah
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Pioneers).

A partial list of planned events include:
• CIMA fall caucus (see article above).
•Brigham Young University Folklore Archive workshop entitled "Saving Memories by Keeping Family
Traditions and Preserving Family Folklore." The event will be held Friday, October 13, from 10:00 a.m.
to 12:00 noon in the auditorium of the Harold B. Lee Library at BYU. Folklorists Eric Eliason, Kristi Bell,
and Jill Terry Rudy along with family studies expert and BYU religion instructor Lloyd Newell will each
give a 25-minute presentation on reasons to keep and ways to preserve family traditions.
•Utah State Archives Conference on Records, Friday, October 13, at Utah State Archives, Utah State
Capitol Complex, Salt Lake City, Utah.

For Archives Week information, contact Glen Fairclough, gfairclo@state.ut.us, 801-975-4023.

 

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

CIMA members make great showing

by Jeffrey M. Kintop, CIMA president

As I look back over my past year as CIMA's president, I feel good! Our organization had a great
showing last October at the fall caucus to gather information for the National Forum on Archival
Continuing Education (NFACE). Our organization is small when compared to the Midwest Archives
Conference (MAC) or the Mid-Atlantic Archives Conference (MARAC), but our participation exceeded
theirs in the percentage of membership responding. CIMA cares about continuing education for
archivists in our region.

When I went back to NFACE in Decatur, Georgia, last April, I voiced those opinions, met with
presidents of other regional organizations and we decided to work more closely together. Because
contacts had already been made by CIMA council members and my meeting the presidents of those
organizations, we can look forward to joint annual meetings with the Northwestern and Rocky Mountain
Archivists in Boise in 2001 and the Southwest Archivists in Flagstaff in 2002. We can learn a lot from
each other and we should hold these ties closely.

There was also a great showing of members at the annual meeting in Carson City. The Nevada State
Library and Archives was proud to host the first meeting in our new building. We were proud to be able
to show off our imaging program and our newly remodeled records center. Our State Historical
Records Advisory Board, too, was able to show the fruits of its labor in a session highlighting several
of the NHPRC-funded re-grant projects to local Nevada museums to develop their archival programs.
Everyone who partici-pated in the organization of the conference and the presentation of the
informative and interesting sessions should be applauded. Everything I heard was good—from the
speakers to the venders who helped support the conference.

Just when I was feeling good about myself and riding on a high from the annual meeting, reality hit
me—and it hit hard. State Records Manager Robert van Straten and I went out to the State Prison's
administrative offices to look at some "old records" stored in an old wooden building that used to be
part of the Stewart Indian School. It was dirty, filthy, and disgusting—a disaster that was years in the
making. Robert described it best.

"The situation is very, very terrible. The shelving in the center of the room has collapsed and boxes are
piled on top of one another, most of them ripped open by the collapse and the weather. The roof is full
of large holes. You can smell the mold. The pigeons have had a wonder-ful time nesting. Feathers,
dung, and dead pigeons are everywhere. The boxes and files are literally buried in dung. The makeshift
shelving along the walls, in the northern half of the main room and in the adjoining room has survived.
Most of the records are fiscal and personnel records dating to the early 1980s. There are some
correspondence files from the director's office dating to about 1978. The ones we saw were in
semi-good condition. There were at least two boxes of old prison medical files."

Nine years ago Robert had visited the site and noted that there were a few pigeons and bugs but that
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it wasn't bad. He made recommen-dations to them then. They waited until the roof collapsed and the
winter had passed until they called us again.

Try as we might we just can't get the point across to the very people who work with and rely on
records every day. We make great strides every day in our profession, but there is still a long way to
go. There is strength in numbers and being part of this organization gives me strength. It has been an
honor and a privilege to be president of CIMA. It gave me a sense of accom-plishment in a sometimes
senseless world.

 

Memorial scholarship fund established

CARSON CITY, Nevada—The CIMA Council on May 6 approved setting up a scholarship fund to
memorialize the professional contributions of Steve Wood, who passed away early this year. The fund
will be used to help new CIMA members attend professional conferences
when they do not have financial support from their institution. Initially this
would only involve CIMA conferences, but eventually council considers using
the money to help pay for national meetings (e.g., SAA conferences or the
Western Archives Institute).

Contributions to the fund will be voluntary. A re-designed membership renewal
form includes an option to pay an extra $10 toward the fund. Scholarship
funds will be deposited in a Zions Bank account.

The council will create a scholarship committee whose responsibilities include review-ing applications
and establishing a set of criteria by which applications will be judged.

 

WAI grads to receive CIMA membership

SALT LAKE CITY—Council members have agreed to make available a complimentary one-year
membership in the Conference of Inter-Mountain Archivists to area graduates of the annual Western
Archives Institute.

Nancy Zimmelmann, administrator for the Western Archives Institute and an NFACE coordinator,
contacted Jeff Kintop last month with a suggestion that CIMA follow the example of the Society of
California Archivists, which offers a six-month complimentary membership to WAI graduates from
California who are not current SCA members. The suggestion is an outgrowth of recent NFACE
discussions about fostering professional development.

 

CIMA welcomes new member

The Conference of Inter-Mountain Archivists welcomes the following new member:

Stephen J. Hussman, Assistant Archivist, Visual Literacy Collection Arizona State University, Tempe,
Arizona

 

Records Management Week noted in Utah

SALT LAKE CITY—The Utah State Archives sponsored a workshop, "Right to Know vs. Right to
Privacy" to celebrate Records Management Week. Approximately 100 state and local govern-ment
employees attended the workshop on April 4. Betsy Ross, chair of the Utah State Records Committee
presented the keynote address. Ms. Ross's speech was titled "Invasion of privacy: What does it
Mean?" Ms. Ross addressed Utah State Records Committee decisions relating to privacy issues as
well as other state court decisions relating to the invasion of privacy.
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The workshop also included a panel discus-sion on the public's right to know vs. personal privacy. The
panel consisted of representatives from state agencies, local governments, media, and private citizens.
In addition, participants took part in various breakout sessions. Breakout sessions included discussions
on: guidelines for managing electronic records, identification and preservation of historical records,
establishing a local government records management program, and improving customer relations.

 

Utah State Archives assistant named

SALT LAKE CITY—Stuart R. Preece was appointed assistant director of the Utah State Archives and
Records Service, effective April 1. His new duties include responsibility for the budget, administrative
supervision, including computer resources, management training, and program policy and procedures
analysis. Announcement of Preece's appointment was made by Jeffery O. Johnson, division director.
Preece was selected from pool of three in-house applicants.

Preece, age 60, began working at the Utah State Archives and Records Service in February 1999 as
the records analyst for municipalities and special districts. He initiated the Millennium Records
Preservation Project. Prior to coming to the Utah State Archives, Preece was a New York State
government employee. He was senior budget examiner for education for 4 years and director of
administrative analysis for the Depart-ment of Agriculture for 22 years.

Preece was born in Vernal, Utah. He received a BS degree in history with a teaching certificate in
secondary education from Utah State University (1965) and earned a MS in public administration from
Brigham Young University (1969). Preece has served the community as president of the Twin Rivers
Council of the Boy Scouts of America in Albany, New York, and was appointed to the local school
board. He and his wife Vicki are the parents of five children.

 

Utah State Archives notes staff changes

SALT LAKE CITY—Four new employees have recently joined the staff of the Utah State Archives and
Records Service.

Working in the patron services section are Rosemary Cundiff and Kira Robertson. Cundiff's duties
include both processing and reference. Robertson will arrange and describe the papers of former Utah
governors.

New to the preservation section are Melody Yearsly and Stephanie Kane. Yearsley is a micro-film
camera operator while Kane will operate the micrographics lab.

 

2000 UTAH HISTORY BROWN BAG SERIES:

Speakers look at Utah cultural traditions

SALT LAKE CITY—The Utah State Archives and Utah State Historical Society will once again sponsor
a series of monthly lectures held during the lunch hour. The public is invited to bring a lunch and listen
to a talk based on this year's theme, "The Enduring Family: A History of Cultural Traditions in Utah
Homes." The lectures will look at the cultural differences and common ground in Utah's families. The
series is based on the Society's current issue of Beehive History, which explores how families in
diverse situations —in different ethnic groups, places, and times— have coped with the problem of
survival in Utah.

Speakers for upcoming lectures in the series include: Bart Anderson, "Folklore Traditions of Southern
Utah," on Thursday, July 20; Suzi Montgomery and Jay Haymond (Utah State Historical Society),
"Rural Families in Southern Utah," on Thursday, August 17; Haruko Moriyasu, "Japanese Families in
Utah," on Thursday, September 21; Martha Bradley (University of Utah), "Four Generations of Mothers
and Daughters," on Thursday, October 19.
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Each one-hour presentation begins at 12 noon in the White Memorial Chapel south of the Utah State
Capitol, 150 East 300 North, Salt Lake City. The lecture series is jointly sponsored by the Utah State
Archives and Records Service and the Utah Historical Society. Presentations are free and open to the
public. For more information, call Mary Peach at 801-533-3545.

 

USHQ Crossroads exhibit updated

SALT LAKE CITY—Museum staffers have been busy with reconstruction work on the Utah at the
Crossroads exhibit at the Rio Grande Depot. Exciting changes are in store for visitors to the exhibit,
according to Phil Notarianni, coordinator of public programs. While the exhibition will still provide an
overall look at Utah history, the galleries will boast new graphics and labeling and several magnificent
mural-size photographs.

"We're very pleased to have some incredible professional help with this reconstruction," commented
Notarianni. One of the highlights will be a ski diorama produced by Jay Nielson as part of the twentieth-
century gallery. The diorama will address the importance of skiing to the state and will feature a skier
and ski jumper.

New gallery panels and graphics designed by Mark Driscoll and produced by Creative Color will add
color to the exhibit. The panels include a "Kid's Quest, Quote, and Quiz" to make the exhibit more
interactive. Olympus Aerial Surveys has generously donated time and facilities to produce the large-
format photographs for the museum.

A special new section will focus on the history of the Denver & Rio Grande Depot. This central gallery
will feature photographs of the building under construction taken by the Shipler studio. Artifacts from
the depot and of the period will also highlight this presentation.

All in all, changes to the exhibit are greatly anticipated. "We would like to have our opening on May 6,
in conjunction with the Society's celebration of Prehistory and Heritage Week," states Notarianni.
However, the exhibit should be completed by late March. The public is invited to stop by and view the
results.

The museum is open Monday–Friday from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. and on Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
For more information call (801) 533-3515.

 

Historical Society annual meeting set

SALT LAKE CITY—This Utah State Historical Society will hold its 2000 Annual Meeting at Westminster
College in Salt Lake City on Friday, August 11. History and historic archaeology papers will be
presented during the day-long event. The evening session will feature the Annual Utah History Address
given by James E. Shelledy, editor of the Salt Lake Tribune, and the Society´s Annual Awards will be
presented.

For details and registration information, see http://history.utah.org/2000Annual_Meeting_Flyer.htm

 

SL, Provo city cemetery records online

SALT LAKE CITY—Genealogical research has just become one step easier. Both the Salt Lake City
Cemetery and Provo City Cemetery have generously donated digital copies of their records to the Utah
Cemetery Inventory. These records are now available to search online (history.utah.org/Services
/Lcburials.html).

Cathy Jackson at the Provo Cemetery is already pleased with the easy access of the new service. A
link from the Provo Cemetery web site takes visitors to the Utah State Historical Society's searchable
database. According to Jackson, one gentleman recently discovered that he has more than 60
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relatives buried at the Provo City Cemetery. He knew of some, but until using the burials database he
didn't know quite how many. After using the database, he took a trip to Provo to visit the graves
because, according to Jackson, he knew it was worth his time to drive down here."

As the largest cemetery in the state, with more than 105,000 burials, the Salt Lake City Cemetery
adds weight to the online burials database. The sexton of the cemetery, Paul Byron, was pleased to
donate a copy of the cemetery's records, and staff member Monica Feil was eager to help. The two
hope that this new service will help patrons find their relatives more easily.

While Salt Lake and Provo are certainly strong additions to the burials database, they join a list of 201
other Utah cemeteries, for a total of more than 307,000 burials statewide. This puts the Utah
Cemetery Inventory at just over one-third of the way to its goal of having each of the approximately
518 cemeteries in the state included in the online burials database.

Already the response has been tremendous and the users are pleased with the results. Tania Tully,
cemetery project coordinator, has received numerous e-mails with comments such as: "The web site is
GREAT. I will be back on it."; "After searching many genealogical databases, I finally located my
great-grand-aunt."; "Thank you for your excellent cemetery listings…. [I] thought I would see if my
great uncle was listed…. I ran a search …and up came his name as being buried in the Salt Lake City
Cemetery."; and "This is a wonderful site!"

For more information on the project, contact Tania Tully with the Utah State Historical Society at
ttully@history.state.ut.us or 801-533-3527.

 

Salt Lake County hires new employee

SALT LAKE CITY—Records Management and Archives recently hired Hugh Johnson to fill the position
of records/archives specialist. The new position was established this fiscal year and is the first
increase in staffing since 1993. Johnson will work in both the records management and archival
aspects of the program. He brings over six years experience in the records management field to the
position.

 

County preservation project completed

SALT LAKE CITY—The county archives re-cently completed a long-term project to re-box tax
appraisal cards. The series was reorganized and placed in acid-free boxes, growing from 600 cubic
feet to 960 cubic feet. The project, which took over two years to complete, was managed under the
direction of Susan Quinley, archives coordi-nator, with assistance from temporary employees.

 

Records Management assists in recovery

SALT LAKE CITY—Records Management rushed to assist the Sheriff's Records Bureau recover wet
records on Monday, April 24, 2000. Over the weekend a flow valve on an air conditioning unit
malfunctioned, causing water to flow into the 10th and 3rd floors. The Sheriff's Records Bureau had
recently moved their holdings of over 2000 cubic feet to the 10th floor in anticipation of their move to a
new facility. Because the records were sitting on the floor, over 400 cubic feet of records got wet. RM
and Archives offered assistance in document recovery. The wet records were re-boxed and trucked to
the County Records Center, where they were fanned out on empty shelves. Fans were set up in the
area to assist in drying the records. Some records were merely damp and others were completely
saturated. RM and Archives staff worked extra hours to ensure that the records were removed from
the wet containers. Temperature and humidity was monitored throughout the recovery process. Some
of the files exhibited mold growth on the file folders, which were replaced. RM and Archives received
assistance of supplies from Utah Power, a local utility company, which had suffered a similar records
disaster in 1998.

This experience motivated the RM and Archives program to refine their procedures, establish
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emergency purchasing processes, and develop a county-wide response network in order to better
cope with any future records disasters.

 

Marriott Library notes sweeping changes

by Roy Webb

J. Willard Marriott Library, University of Utah

SALT LAKE CITY—The past two years have been incredibly busy ones for the Multimedia Archives at
the University of Utah, years which have seen many sweeping changes in staff, locations, policies, and
other areas. One full-time and two part-time staff positions have been added, while long-time staff
members have moved to other positions in the Marriott Library, or moved on to other jobs and
endeavors. A move for renovations in the spring of 1998, followed by a very crowded year during
1998–1999, was followed by a move to spacious new (or newly renovated!) quarters in the spring of
1999. At the same time, Special Collections combined all reference services—Rare Books, Western
Americana, Manuscripts, and Multimedia Archives —into a single desk (except for the Middle East
Library, which retains its own reference desk). This was a great challenge for the staff of the
Multimedia Archives, but has had many benefits in teaching us the treasures to be found in all of our
collections, and in much improved patron service. We are now in the midst of planning for
improvements and renovations to the Tanner Room, our patron reading room, so watch for
announcements about changes there! One new addition of which we are very proud is our Kodak
Thermal Imaging printer. This printer allows us to make photograph-quality prints from a digital scan.
Not only has this allowed us to provide much faster and better reproductions for patrons, it gives us
capabilities for exhibit and preservation that were undreamed of just a year or two ago.

During the latter part of 1999 and the first months of 2000, the staff of the Multimedia Archives were
literally jumping with requests for photographs and film clips of early days at the University of Utah for
the Sesquicentennial of the University of Utah. This was an amazingly busy time for us, with everyone
wanting pictures of the campus, faculty, students, athletics, and any and all images that would portray
life at Utah's premier academic institution. Our images were used in a number of television
documentaries, books, magazine and newspaper articles, and presenta-tions during this all-but-frantic
period. Somehow we found time to produce our own web site commemorating the University's
anniversary, which can been seen at http://www.lib.utah.edu/150. The web exhibit includes
photographs and film and audio clips from events in the university's past.

We have added so many new collections in the recent past that it would be impossible to list them all;
here are a few highlights: The Utah Ski Archives, the state's most significant and im-portant resource
for the history of skiing in Utah, continues to grow. We recently began accession-ing the photographs
and files of Alan Engen, son of the famous Alf Engen, and this collection promises to be a real gem.
We have also added three important film collections: the Robert Theobald film collection, which
documents the beginnings of free-style skiing, and the films of Ski-Utah, Inc., an agency that promotes
skiing in Utah all over the world; and the Jim Rossiter collection of ski films. Most of our ski collections
are now processed and available to the public, and we are in the midst of an ambitious digitization
project, anticipating the 2002 Winter Olympic Games which, no doubt, will draw heavily upon our ski
archives.

We have also added some significant river running collections, including many that document Glen
Canyon. In addition, we have received the bulk of the films, photographs, and papers of Charles
Eggert, a filmmaker whose documentary Wilderness River Trail is credited with being the single most
important factor in the defeat of the Echo Park Dam in the 1950s. We also obtained a large collection
from Dr. Aaron Ross, who accompanied Harris-Brennan River Expeditions on many of their journeys in
the 1950s and 1960s. Other important collections include photographs, papers, and films from Utah
State Senator Frances Farley; photographs and papers from Madsen Furniture Company;
photographs and papers documenting the history of Carlson Cadillac; the papers and photographs of
newsman Hack Miller; and last, but certainly not least, we were able to copy the photograph albums of
the Wilcox family, which document life at the McPherson Ranch, a famous stop on the Outlaw Trail in
the 1890s.
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So all in all, while it has been so busy that we have scarcely had time to draw breath, we are very
pleased at the significant advances we have made in collecting and documenting Utah's history and
look forward to the new millennium with undiminished interest.

 

Manuscript-of-the-month exhibit instituted

by Karen L. Carver

J. Willard Marriott Library, University of Utah

SALT LAKE CITY—The Manuscripts Division of the University of Utah J. Willard Marriott Library has
recently instituted a "Manuscript of the Month" exhibit, located in the 5th-floor atrium of the library. The
featured manuscript for June was the Keene Curtis Papers (Accn 1468). Curtis, a native Utahn and
graduate of the University of Utah, is perhaps best known for his role as John Allen Hill, the man
upstairs, on the television series Cheers. The display includes Keene's high school diary (1937–1941),
pen and ink drawings for classes taken at the university, and scripts from the Drew Carey Show,
M*A*S*H, and other television programs in which Keene had a role. The Keene Curtis Papers also
contain correspondence, essays, artwork, theatrical posters, and various television, theater, and film
scripts. Previous Manuscripts of the Month include the Madsen Furniture Company (Accn 1803),
established in Salt Lake City in 1870; and the wartime artwork, correspondence, and memorabilia of
Allen H. Lundgren (Accn 1786), a special agent in the Counter Intelligence Corps (CIC) who served in
the European Theater of Operations during World War II.

The Manuscripts Division has recently acquired and processed three interrelated collections. The
George S. and Algie E. Ballif Papers (Accn 1760) contain diaries, notebooks, correspondence, and
memorabilia pertaining to the private lives of this prominent Utah couple. George S. Ballif (1894–1977)
attended BYU and Harvard before graduating from the University of California at Berkeley Law School
in 1924. He returned to Provo to practice law, and served as city, county, and district attorney, as well
as Provo juvenile court judge. Algie Ballif (1896–1984) was a member of the Provo Board of Education
for almost a quarter of a century, served in the Utah House of Representatives, and was a member of
John F. Kennedy's Presidential Commission on the Status of Women. The John L. Ballif Papers (Accn
1431) contain family correspondence, genealogical material, diaries, scrapbooks, and news clippings
ranging from 1862–1998. John L. Ballif was dean of men at the University of Utah from 1937–1954.
The Marsha Ballif Midgley Papers (Accn 1781) contain scrapbooks and correspondence which focus
on Midgley's interest in the University of Utah theatrical community during the 1950s.

Processing has also been completed on the Folklore Collection (Ms 488). The Folklore Collec-tion
(1927–1996) consists of papers and projects submitted by students of folklore at the University of
Utah. The subject matter and methodologies included present a significant overview of the study of
folklore during this approximate 50-year time span. Project approaches include use of contextual detail,
comparison, interview, analysis, and commentary. For the most part, projects remain in the form
submitted, which varies from descriptive lists to essays.

 

Photograph librarian hired at USU

LOGAN, Utah—Daniel Davis has recently accepted the position of photograph librarian at Utah State
University's Special Collections and Archives. The position had been vacated last fall by Peter F.
Schmid, who took a photo archivist position at the Nantucket Historical Association.

Davis joined the department as the photograph librarian in May. He comes to USU after working for
three years at the American Heritage Center in Laramie, Wyoming. Davis received both his bachelor's
and master's degrees in history from the University of Wyoming. He started working at the American
Heritage Center as a student worker in 1994 and he was hired by the AHC in 1997 as an assistant
archivist. Dan has also completed internships at the Sweetwater County Historical Museum in Green
River, Wyoming, and the Buffalo Bill Historical Center in Cody, Wyoming. Dan can be reached at
435-797-0890 or via e-mail at dandav@ngw.lib.usu.edu.
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Documentary film to air this summer

LOGAN, Utah—A recently completed film, A River in the Desert: A Documentary About The
Extraordinary Priest and The Navajo People He Loved, will be shown this summer on KBYU channel
11.

Produced and directed by April Chabries Haws, assistant dean of the College of Fine Arts and
Communications at BYU, the documentary chronicles the missionary work of the Reverend H. Baxter
Liebler in southeastern Utah near the San Juan River. Liebler, an Episcopal priest, established a
mission to the Navajo Indians at Bluff, Utah, in 1943 named St. Christopher's. Although he retired from
the ministry in 1966, Liebler continued his missionary service to the Navajos until his death in 1986. The
primary source material used in the film was taken from the Harold Baxter Liebler Collection housed in
USU Special Collections and Archives. The material consists of manuscript sources as well as
audiotapes and raw film footage taken at St. Christopher's Mission in the mid-1940s.

Haws, who worked as preservation assistant at USU Special Collections and Archives, received an
MFA in graphic design from USU in 1999.

KBYU has recently agreed to air the docu-mentary as part of its summer programming schedule.
Airing dates and times have not yet been announced.

 

New installment posted on Idaho web site

by Terry Abraham

Special Collections, University of Idaho

MOSCOW, Idaho—Special Collections and Archives at the University of Idaho Library announces a
new installment in the Web page "Digital Memories." Digital Memories focuses on historic artifacts,
documents, photographs, and books from the holdings of Special Collections and Archives. This is a
changing showcase of highlights from our collections.

The most recent addition to the series is "Memorial Steps Competition," featuring Jedd Jones's student
design for the installation of the Memorial Steps from the University's first administration building,
destroyed by fire in 1906. The Special Collections Department of the University of Idaho Library
includes those materials that, because of subject coverage, rarity, source, condition, or form, are best
handled separately from the General Collection. The several "collections" housed in this department
include the Day-Northwest Collection of Western Americana, Rare Books, Idaho Documents, Sir
Walter Scott Collection, Ezra Pound Collection, Caxton Collection, University of Idaho Theses,
Historical Maps, Historical Photograph Collection, and Personal Papers and University Archives.

"Digital Memories" can be accessed through http://www.lib.uidaho.edu/special-collections/. Previous
editions, on the University Library's waspish cube, Homer Pound and Idaho, and Kyle Laughlin's
photograph of Indian Post Office on the Lolo Trail, are also available. Also at this site is information
about Special Collections and its holdings, archival and manuscript descriptions and inventories, and a
massive geographical guide to repositories of primary source materials. The latter now contains over
3,800 entries from around the world.

 

SHRAB holds public forums around Idaho

BOISE, Idaho—The Idaho State Historical Records Advisory Board (SHRAB) is one of fifty-five
organizations in the states and territories of the U.S. which act in affiliation with the National Historical
Publications and Records Commission (NHPRC) for the purpose of preserving, publishing and
promoting the use of documentary sources relating to the history of the United States.
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The board has fourteen members from all over Idaho including archivists, librarians, historians, records
managers, court records administrators, and current and former elected officials. Board members are
appointed by the governor. Steve Walker, state archivist, is the coordinator of the board.

Two-hour public forums held throughout the state during June sought citizen's input on a proposed
10-year strategic plan to improve the access and preservation of historical records in Idaho. The video,
"Into the Future: On the Preservation of Knowledge in the Electronic Age" was shown at the forum.
The film describes the hidden crisis of the digital information age which asks if digitally stored
information will survive into the future. Filmed across the U.S and Europe, it features such icons of the
information age as Peter Norton (Norton Utilities) and Tim Berners-Lee (father of the World Wide
Web).

 

IHC brings Hemingway exhibit to Boise

BOISE, Idaho—Picturing Hemingway: A Writer in His Time, an exhibit produced by the Ernest
Hemingway Foundation of Oak Park, in collaboration with the Smithsonian Institution's National Portrait
Gallery, will be on display in Boise at the Idaho State Historical Museum through July 12. The traveling
exhibit, a modified version of the original exhibit that was on display at the National Portrait Gallery in
1999, will explore, with insightful text and quality images, Hemingway's life as a writer, not as a
celebrity.

The exhibit runs through July 12 at the Idaho State Historical Museum, 610 Julia Davis Drive. The
Museum is open Monday–Saturday, 9 a.m.–5 p.m. and Sunday 1–5 p.m. Admission is free.

For more information about the exhibit, Call Terri at IHC, 1-888-345-5346, ext 204.

 

ISU names new records manager

by Gary Domitz

Eli M. Oboler Library, Idaho State University

POCATELLO, Idaho—Idaho State University welcomes N. Robin Wilson, who has been hired as ISU's
new records manager. Ms. Wilson joins Gary Domitz, archivist and head of Special Collections, as part
of an initiative by ISU President R. L. Bowen to establish a unified records management program for
the university. Ms. Wilson comes to ISU from a Department of Energy facility in Carlsbad, New
Mexico, the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant (WIPP). During the past eight years Ms. Wilson has functioned
as a records coordinator and information management specialist responsible for a broad range of
record and archival materials, as well as the development and administration of the databases to
coordinate them. She brings knowledge of federal and state records documenting training,
OSHA/MSHA certification, and quality assurance records, Freedom of Information Act materials,
videotape and photographic records, tribal relations materials, news releases, and news clippings. She
helped develop the work process and designed the databases for managing audiovisual records
(photographic and video) accepted by National Archives and Records Administration for use in the
Department of Energy complex. Her background includes public affairs and stakeholder relations, the
establishment of a federal public reading room at the WIPP, and the archives design for that facility's
External Affairs department. Most recently she was the Assistant Technical Librarian for the WIPP.
Ms. Wilson has worked for the Texas Department of Transportation in Traffic Safety as an assistant
program manager, at the University of Texas, and Texas A&M University.

 

Reno TV station makes archives video

CARSON CITY, Nevada—The Sierra Nevada Community Access Television (SNCAT) of Reno has
produced a one hour video "Preserving Our Cultural Heritage for the New Millennium."
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"It has aired several times already and there is a growing demand for the video, " reports Station
Manager Chris Jensen-Hill. The video features the Nevada State Library and Archives, Carson Valley
Historical Association in Gardner-ville, Fourth Ward School Museum in Virginia City, Reno-Sparks
Indian Colony Archives, Archives of the Catholic Diocese of Reno, and the Storey County recorder's
Office in Virginia City.

SNCAT and the five local archives programs received grants of National Historical Publications and
Records (NHPRC) funds granted by the Nevada State Historical Records Advisory Board (SHRAB) as
part of it's re-grant project. For more information or to order a copy, contact SNCAT station manager
Chris Jensen-Hill at 775-828-1211 or chris@sncat.org.

 

Electronic systems guidelines issued

CARSON CITY, Nevada—Nevada issued Electronic Document Management and Imaging Systems
Guidelines on May 17, 2000. It is an official state standard issued jointly by the Purchasing
Department, Department of Information Technology, and the Nevada State Library and Archives, which
comprise the Electronic Records Review Committee.

These guidelines provide procedures for the selection, purchase, implementation, and use of
Microform Systems and Electronic Document Imaging Systems and to insure compliance with the
State of Nevada Revised Statutes applicable to management of records. They comprise
recommendations and standards developed by a wide range of organizations, legal, technical and
end-user. They should act as a guide to assuring Document Management and Imaging Systems
implemented by agencies of the State of Nevada meet existing legal and operational requirements.

They can be viewed at http://dmla.clan.lib.nv.us/docs/nsla/records/edm2.htm. For more information,
contact Robert H. van Straten, state records manager, at 775-684-3411 or rhvanstr@clan.lib.nv.us.

 

Nevada's museums have TV series

CARSON CITY, Nevada—The Nevada Department of Museums Library and Arts is now producing a
weekly TV series, Exploring Nevada, for airing on public access stations around Nevada and adjoining
states. Our goal is to reach out to the public with our many offerings and programs. In each half-hour
segment, host/ producer Gwen Clancy interviews staff, docents, board members or related
specialists. "Behind the scenes" footage enlivens the discussions.

Segments on the Nevada State Museum (two shows) and this year's scholastic arts awards are now
airing. In production are segments on the Boulder City Railroad Museum, the new virtual library on the
Internet, and our department's relationship to cultural tourism and economic development. The State
Archives will have its own segment soon.

 

NHS produces electronic finding aids

CARSON CITY, Nevada—The Nevada Historical Society used grant funds from the Library Services
and Technologies Act to catalog two valuable collections, The Nevada Print Collection contains a large
group of small collections of print material from one folder to a small document box. These files were
cataloged on the Research Libraries Information Network (RLIN) and will be included in the state-wide
public catalog. The Index to the Rare Print Files are arranged alphabetically on the web page and
range from one item to a file folder, containing valuable printed Nevada ephemera.

One of the most significant collections was recently listed on the web page is the Russell McDonald
Collection with the help of dedicated volunteer, Daryl Muckelroy. Russell McDonald had a long career
in the Nevada Legislative Counsel Bureau, as county manager for Washoe County and as an attorney.
He had a lifelong interest in history, hoping to publish biographies of Nevada judges, attorneys, and
legislators. He also worked on territorial history, particularly that of the court system. Unfortunately, he
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passed away before he completed any of these works, but he left more than fifty cubic feet of
research files to the Nevada Historical Society. The biographical collection represents his biographical
research on Nevada attorneys, judges and legislators from Utah territorial Justice William Wormer
Drummond and Carson County Probate Judge Orson Hyde in 1856 to the those that sat on the bench
in 1993. There are almost 4,000 individuals in this collection. The finding aids can be viewed at
http://dmla.clan.lib.nv.us/docs/ museums/reno/msscoll.htm. For more information, contact Manuscripts
Curator Eric Moody at 775-688-1191.

 

Local government records manager hired

CARSON CITY, Nevada—Gerald Lindsay, who has worked for the Nevada State Library and Archives
for four years, was recently promoted to the position of local government records manager. He
replaces Bill Bowden, who retired in October 1999.

 

Nevada's SHRAB projects completed

CARSON CITY, Nevada—The Nevada State Historical Records Advisory Board reported that ten of
it's re-grant recipients have completed their archival projects. Using funds from the National Historical
Publications and Records Commission, the SHRAB made eleven grants to improve archival programs
in Nevada.

Four museums received grants. The Fourth Ward School Museum in Virginia City inventoried its
collections and created computer finding aids. It also produced a procedures manual for all
accessioning, loans, permission to use, processing, and indexing. The Central Nevada Historical
Society organized, preserved and made accessible 1,200 historical mining maps and 350 blueprints in
the society's collections. The Carson Valley Historical Society exceeded what they projected. The
collections have been processed and cataloged. The library database, which also includes documents
and photographs, were made available to the public in February. Cards have been printed for the
manual card catalog and are already available. Rules for use of the research collections have been
approved and three docent training sessions were held to acquaint docents with the new procedures.

Among the several local governments that received grants the City of Elko designed, developed and
began a records management program for the city, to ensure that records of historical value are
identified, preserved, and made available to the general public. Similarly, the City of Sparks organized
the Public Works Department records back to 1911 as well as completed the microfilming and indexing
documents. Project staff also produced manuals and trained staff in archives and records management
procedures. The Reno Sparks Indian Colony cleaned, sleeved, cataloged, and boxed more than
10,000 photographs in a collection of 12,273 from the file of the Native Nevadan, a Native American
Newspaper for tribal news. The Storey County Recorder's office in Virginia City is the home of some of
Nevada's oldest, most valuable, and most used government records. It has an active archival program
and used its grant funds to provide conservation treatment to it oldest record books. When county
commissioners saw the results of the treatment, they gave more funds to microfilm the records before
they were rebound and to conserve more records than were originally planned.

Community organizations also received grants. The Women's History Project received a small grant to
upgrade its computer and identify and organize its research collections for processing. The Sierra
Nevada Community Access Television planned to produce a 20-minute video program on archival
preservation. It was originally intended for the program to be taped in a studio but project staff decided
to tape on location and feature preservation activities from various projects that were funded in the
SHRAB Regrant Project. "Preserving Our Cultural Heritage for the New Millennium" became a sixty
minute feature.

The Diocese of Reno completed its project early. Project staff collected the sacramental records from
the 28 parishes of northern Nevada, microfilmed them and placed security rolls in off site locations. A
central archives was established in the pastoral center, finding aids were created, records schedules
were adopted, written procedures manuals were produced, and parish recorders were trained. The
diocese has hired a professional archivist to continue the work.
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Long-time NHS librarian retires

CARSON CITY, Nevada—Lee Mortensen, Nevada Historical Society research librarian, retired on April
30, after a career spanning nearly three decades. She will be missed by her many friends, patrons,
and co-workers. However, Lee says not to miss her too much as she plans on coming back to NHS as
a volunteer as soon as she retires. A book fund is being set up in her name. To make donations, or for
more informa-tion, please call Ann at 775-688-1190, ext. 221.

 

Local collections survey planned

HENDERSON, Nevada—The City of Henderson is the fastest growing city in Nevada, and often the
entire nation. Several local institutions have extensive collections of primary and secondary resource
materials on the development of this formerly industrial, blue-collar, small town that has transformed
itself into an eclectic mixture of industry, resort, family, bedroom, and retirement community.

The Henderson District Public Libraries (HDPL), in cooperation with the Clark County Heritage Museum
and the City of Henderson, is commencing a project to survey these local collections. The first phase
of the project will be to identify and index the resources. Ultimately, it is planned to digitize them and
provide web access.

To facilitate in the digitization process, data is being collected using a form based on Dublin Core
elements for web resources. Utilizing these elements will allow rapid coding of resources as they are
digitized and translated into web pages, as well as promoting cataloging in OCLC's new CORC
project.

The project team consists of Joan Kerschner, HDPL director; Michelle Mazzanti, HDPL head of
technical services; Jackson Ingraham-Armstrong, City of Henderson records manager; Sue Ryzdynski,
Clark County Heritage Museum marketing manager; and Carol Corbett, consultant, Great Basin
Research.

 

Dildine hired at Arizona Historical Society

FLAGSTAFF, Arizona—Jim Dildine is the new archivist for the Arizona Historical Society/ Northern
Division. His background includes NAGPRA research for the Arizona State Museum; photo imaging
specialist at the Center for Creative Photography, Tucson; and project archivist for the University of
Arizona Special Collections Library. Jim has degrees in American Indian Studies and
Library/Information Science. The Arizona Historical Society/Northern Division has a partner-ship
agreement with Northern Arizona University, Special Collections and Archives Department, where Jim
can be reached at 520-523-6948. Jim is interested in meeting with colleagues at the fall SAA
conference to discuss issues regarding such partnerships.

 

CONSERVATION NOTE:

Sounding current: Preservation & access copies of audio media

by Sarah Talley, Preservation Archivist

Utah State Archives and Records Service

In the world of sound, as with other types of information we deal with, there is a drive toward digital
capture. Digital formats are associated with precision and quality. They allow us to provide
researchers with access to a greater variety of materials via the Web. We are now hearing about the
long-life expectancies of CDs, which makes them an attractive alternative to expensive reel-to-reel and
fragile cassette tapes. The digital audio field is changing constantly, which may make you
uncomfortable with relying on handouts from a workshop you took, say, four years ago when making
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your decisions about how to care for the sound recordings in your collection. You needn't be.

A review of recent literature shows that not much has changed in the recommendations for the care of
sound recordings or for creating preservation copies of them. Pickett and Lemcoe's 1959 work,
Preservation and Storage of Sound Recordings, still appears on any bibliography you' ll see. A recent
survey of the practices of several sound archives shows them to be using or experimenting with CDs
and DAT for use copies only. They continue to use analog copies on magnetic tape for preservation.
This was corroborated by a phone call to NARA's Motion Picture, Sound and Video Unit last week.
How's that for currency?

Tips on taping:

Use new tapes. If the life expectancy of tape can be as low as 8–15 years, using 5-year-old

tape stock will cut into that time significantly.

Use high-quality tapes. Various periodicals such as Audio have reviews for consumers.

Cassettes: Thicker tape is better. A 60- minute tape is less likely to break than a 90- or

120-minute one.

Reel-to-reel: Tapes should be half-inch wide on 10½ inch diameter reels.

Reel-to-reel: Most of the archives surveyed recorded at 7 inches per second.

Record all tapes all the way through. Don't stop in the middle.

Back up the tapes if you can. If you're using cassette tapes, you can speed-dub. Blank tape is

so cheap it's almost criminal not to duplicate anything valuable.

If you convert to digital:

Ensure the vendors know how to handle and clean the original media. Have they had experience

with these media?

Listen to a sample of a recording produced from your original media

Choose the type of digital file you use carefully. How many platforms can the file be used with?

Does it have a header? Is the header assigned?

Compress access copies only, not preservation copies. When thinking about compression,

determine how much loss of data is acceptable. Listen to a sample of a de- compressed file.
Work with the vendor and/or your information technology folks to determine what type of
compression works best for this application (voice, music, heavy background noise, etc.)

Plan for maintenance of the new copies, especially if you've chosen to use a digital copy as

preservation copy.

For more information:
"Audio Formats and Quality Levels" in Project Cool Media's web "Developer Zone" at
http://www.projectcool.com/developer/audioz/AZbasics/05-formats.html. (Brief explanation of
digital sound file formats and how to deliver them on the web.)
 
"Cross-Platform Page" at http://128.253.200.125/xplat/. (Resources for reading and converting
image, video, audio, and data compression/encoding file formats on most common computer
systems.)
 
"Cylinder, Disc and Tape Care in a Nutshell," Library of Congress Preservation Directorate
leaflet revised December 1998. Available at http://lcweb.loc.gov/preserv/care/record.html.
 
Dale, Robin, et. al. Audio Preservation: A Selective Annotated Bibliography and Brief Summary
of Current Practices. Chicago: American Library Association, 1998.
 
Picket, A.G, and M.M. Lemcoe. Preservation and Storage of Sound Recordings. Washington,
D.C.: Library of Congress, 1959. Reprint by the Association for Recorded Sound Collections,
Kansas City, MO: Lowell, 1991.

Ward, Alan. A Manual of Sound Archive Administra- tion. Brookfield, VT: Gower Press, 1990.
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Strategic plan for Utah history revised

Contributed by Kristen Rogers & Julie Hunsaker

SALT LAKE CITY—The Utah State Historical Society (USHS) is spearheading a revision of the 1992
Strategic Plan for Utah's History. The purpose of the plan is to illuminate the vision of Utah historical
organizations and may be used by us to influence how historical resources will be preserved and how
history will be perceived in the state. It outlines specific activities which can be carried out to attain
goals in areas such as resource stewardship, education, networking, outreach, and public policy
development. This year representatives from various history, pre-history, and volunteer organizations
throughout the state of Utah, including CIMA, met in intensive meetings to begin the process by
reviewing the original 1992 plan and creating a new draft version.

Two clear facts have emerged from these meetings: Utah's heritage organizations are driven by
people who are passionate and articulate about the work they do. And these people want to
collaborate more closely to make the past more vital in Utahn's lives.

In the planning sessions, from 40 to 70 people discussed their visions and priorities. Perhaps more
important, they opened a dialogue. Julie Hunsaker, CIMA secretary/treasurer said, "This process has
really opened my eyes to the resources available in the state and the possibility of coordinating our
work." Wilda Irish of the Grand County Historical Commission was also pleased. "We've defined things
we really think need improving and also opportunities," she said. "I think it's exciting."

Like most processes, however, this one has evolved imperfectly. At one point, some partici-pants
expressed concern that the agenda has tried to accomplish too much too quickly. Others felt that there
has been too much generalizing and not enough specifics. And many were disappointed that members
of minority ethnic and cultural groups did not attend the meetings.

But the process so far has sparked new visions, new networks, and new energy, says USHS Director
Max Evans. "Our final steps have been to focus on specific action steps—as a history community, as
the state historical society, and as individual heritage organizations. And we have identified ways to
keep the plan alive through continuing discussion and collaboration."

The USHS invites your participation to prepare a final draft of the strategic plan. If you would like to
read or comment on the draft plan, please call 801-533-3500. The draft plan is also posted on the web
at http://history.utah.org/board/StrategicPlan/2000StrategicPlan.pdf

Calling all CIMA members
Are your membership dues up to date? To check on your membership status, call
Julie Hunsaker at 801- 240-6773.

Is your address changing? Let us know where you're going so that we can update
the mailing list. Also let us know if we're misspelling your name or if your phone
number, postal address, or e-mail address has changed.

 

Advertising rates
The quarterly CIMA News-letter is circulated to nearly 150 individuals and
institutions in Utah, Nevada, Idaho, Wyoming, Colorado, Arizona, and beyond.
Advertisements from suppliers of archives- related products and services will be
accepted at the editor's discretion. Rates for standard ads are:

size          
Full page (7.7" x 9.5")
Half page (4.75" x 7.5")
Quarter page (4.75" x 3.75")

1 issue          
$75
$40
$25

1 year          
$240
$128
$80
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Business card (2.25" x 1.5") $10 $24

Camera ready copy must be received by:
 - Sept. 15 for the October issue 
 - Dec. 15 for the January issue 
 - March 15 for the April issue 
 - June 15 for the July issue
Please make checks pay-able to CIMA

Submissions welcome
The CIMA Newsletter is a quarterly publication of the Conference of Inter-Mountain
Archivists. If your institution has any news of interest to the archival community in
the inter-mountain west, such as recent acquisitions; recently completed registers,
guides, or other publications; person- nel changes; job openings; grant projects,
etc., please submit them to: 

Glen Fairclough, Editor
Utah State Archives and Records Service
P.O. Box 141021
Salt Lake City, UT 84114- 1021
Fax: 801-975-0336
E-mail: gfairclo@state.ut.us

or

Jeff Kintop, Assistant Editor
Nevada State Library and Archives
Capitol Complex
100 Stewart Street
Carson City, NV 89710-0001
Fax: 702-687-8330
E-mail: jmkintop@clan.lib.nv.us

Previous issues of the CIMA Newsletter are available online via the Conference of
Inter- Mountain Archivists website at http://www.lib.utah.edu/cima.

* * * * * * * * *

January 2000

CIMA Newsletter
Copy Deadline:

December 15, 1999

* * * * * * * * *

Membership Application (in Adobe Acrobat (PDF) format)
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