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CIMA to meet in Boise and Flagstaff

Members of the CIMA council have agreed to participate in joint conferences with other professional
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organizations in the region in 2001 and again in 2002.

The Conference of Inter-Mountain Archivists (CIMA) will meet with the Northwest Archivists (NWA) and
the Society of Rocky Mountain Archivists (SRMA) in Boise, Idaho, May 24?26, 2001. CIMA and the
Society of Southwest Archivists (SSA) will team up in Flagstaff, Arizona, for the 2002 conference.

Members are invited to contribute ideas for both meetings. Volunteers also are needed immediately to
assist in organizing the 2001 conference and subsequent annual meetings. If you would like to
participate, please contact any member of the CIMA council immediately.

Leaders of regional archival organizations in the west are also considering a meeting of all groups
within the next five years.

Plans are also being made for CIMA's 2001 fall caucus. The meeting will be held on Friday, October
12, in the Gould Auditorium of the Marriott Library at the University of Utah in Salt Lake City. Roy
Webb will head the program committee.

 

Future CIMA council meeting dates set

SALT LAKE CITY-Dates for the next two council meetings were scheduled during the November 3
meeting of the CIMA Council. Officers will meet at 9 a.m. on Friday, January 19, at the University of
Utah. The council will also meet at 9 a.m. on Friday, March 9, at the administration building of The
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

By announcing meeting dates in advance, it is hoped that organization members will be able to
participate in person or contact a council member in advance to voice their ideas and concerns.

 

January is the time to pay 2001 dues

Susan Corrigan, CIMA secretary-treasurer, reminds members that beginning in January 2001, dues
are due (duh!). Anyone who hasn't paid 2001 dues by the end of May 2001 (to coincide with the annual
spring conference) will be dropped from the membership list. Since dues will be payable for the
calendar year only, any dues paid later in the year will cover only the remainder of the year 2001.

 

CIMA historical information wanted

SALT LAKE CITY-To facilitate compilation of a brief history of the Conference of Inter-Mountain
Archivists to appear on the CIMA web site, the council has issued a call for previous officers and
council members, as well as members at large, to contribute recollections and other historical
information. Submissions may be made to Glen Fairclough, CIMA Newsletter editor, PO Box 141021,
Salt Lake City, Utah 84114-4012, 801-975-4023 (voice), 801-974-0336 (fax), or gfairclo@state.ut.us.
Please respond by January 31.

 

CIMA welcomes new members

The Conference of Inter-Mountain Archivists welcomes the following new members:
LeGrand Baker, L. Tom Perry Special Collections, Harold B. Lee Library, Brigham Young University,
Provo, Utah
J. Gordon Daines, Utah State Archives
Jerry Lindsey, Nevada State Library & Archives
Margery H. Marshall, Nevada Museum of Art
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U T A H    N E W S

Utah State Archives notes staff changes

SALT LAKE CITY-A number of personnel changes have affected three sections within the Utah State
Archives and Records Service.

Additions include Stephanie Griffith, records analyst; Eddy Butterfield, microfilm camera operator; and
Ethan Loveless, archival technician. Griffith previously was employed by the Air Force's Legal Services
Agency at Maxwell AFB, Alabama, where she edited, imaged, and stored legal documents on their
web-based computer system. She is pursuing a masters degree in history at Auburn University at
Montgomery, where she earned her BA. She will work with the following agencies: Administrative
Services, Career Service Review Board, Labor Commission, Legislature, Public Safety, Utah Housing
Finance, and Workforce Services. Butterfield was hired on a temporary basis to assist with the
millenium project and archives filming. Loveless, formerly of the Department of Workforce Services,
fills a temporary vacancy.

Departures include John Hulmston and David C. Clark. Hulmston, a records analyst, has taken a
position as a senior records analyst for the National Archives and Records Administration in College
Park, Maryland. Hulmston started as the Utah State Archives records center manager in November
1986. While managing the RC, he oversaw the expansion of the records center into a larger building.
Hulmston became an analyst in 1988. As an analyst, he has been involved in special projects with other
state archives and the National Archives, including the ICAP Project. He has spoken about the ICAP
project at both NAGARA and SAA conferences. He became a certified archivist in 1992 and
re-certified in 1999. Clark, a processing and reference archivist since November 1995, has been hired
by the Harry S Truman Presidential Library in Independence, Missouri.

 

New brochure heralds Salt Lake markers

SALT LAKE CITY-The holdings of the Utah State Archives and Records Service were used by
Associated Art Historians, Inc., to document details in the newly published guide to outdoor sculptures
and historic markers in downtown Salt Lake City. Copies of the brochure are available at the Research
Center.

 

2001 UTAH HISTORY BROWN BAG SERIES:
Politicians relate how they shaped history

SALT LAKE CITY-A year-long series of brown bag lectures devoted to how politics of the Twentieth
century shaped Utah's history is planned for the coming year. The January session will provide an
overview of the series.

Speakers for the first four lectures in the series include: Weber State University professor John Sillito
on Thursday, January 18; former U.S. Senator Jake Garn on February 15; former first lady Norma
Matheson on Thursday, March 15; and former Governor Calvin L. Rampton on Thursday, April 19.

These monthly lectures are held during the noon hour. The public is invited to bring a lunch and listen to
a talk based on this year's theme, "How Politics Shaped Utah's History: Voices of the Twentieth
Century." Unlike previous brown bag series speakers generally will not be historians but former political
leaders and journalists that have covered political life. Speakers will examine their public service and
look at the role that politics has played. These will be personal accounts, reminiscences, and memoirs
which place each individual's service in context in Utah's history.

Lectures in the series are given on the third Thursday of the month. Each one-hour presentation begins
at noon in the White Memorial Chapel south of the Utah State Capitol, 150 East 300 North, Salt Lake
City. The lecture series is jointly sponsored by the Utah State Archives and Records Service and the
Utah Historical Society. Presentations are free. For information, call Mary Peach at 801-533-3545.
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Utahns to celebrate statehood in Kanab

KANAB, Utah-The Kanab area is known for the beautiful scenery used in many Hollywood movies.
Appropriately, Statehood Day organizers have chosen "Kanab, Little Hollywood" as the theme for this
year's celebration, Thursday and Friday, January 4 and 5. They would like participants to don their
western apparel and come to Kanab for the two days of activities. The event schedule is posted on the
Utah Division of State History world wide web site, http://history.utah.org/Statehood_Day2001.htm.

 

Salt Lake County hires archives intern

SALT LAKE CITY-Salt Lake County Records Management and Archives recently hired an intern to
work in the program. Karri Krattley has an MLS from the University of Arizona and recently completed
an internship at the Eskind Biomedical Library at Vanderbilt University. She will work on archival
processing projects and assist in a descriptive inventory of the county's record holdings.

 

Salt Lake County RM conducts training

SALT LAKE CITY-The Records Management and Archives Program conducted training recently for
county records coordinators. Basic Records Management and GRAMA: Access to Records were
taught in November to records clerks, coordinators, and administrative staff. The training, which has
recently been updated to reflect changes in the program, is provided on a regular basis to all county
employees working with records or providing information to the public.

 

USU special collections launches web site

LOGAN, Utah-This fall Special Collections & Archives posted a new website (www.usu.edu/~specol
/index.html) with expanded information on the department's manuscript, photograph, and book
holdings. New features include an FAQ section with information on such topics as legendary Old
Ephraim, and an Exhibits & Events page which has notices about events going on at USU as well as
four on-line exhibits. Currently on display are samples from the Compton and Reynolds photograph
archives, USU's collection of cyanotypes, and images of the endleaves of a complete set of inscribed,
first-edition books by Jack London which contain personal pictures of the author. Also available on the
website is information about the line of greeting cards Special Collections & Archives is currently
marketing (click on the Exhibits & Events link) which use historical and contemporary images from the
department's collections.

Special Collections & Archives has several new collections available to researchers. University
Archives has received the papers of Wade Andrews, a former professor of sociology. Included in this
collection is a large amount of material pertaining to water resource development on the Bear River.
Another collection, which is currently being processed, is the records of George Dewey Clyde when he
was the Dean of the College of Engineering. These records document the role that land-grant
institutions played during the Second World War and afterwards in promoting the development of
agriculture, and in providing training to soldiers during the war. There are also several new manuscript
collections of note including the correspondence and mission diaries of William B. Preston, an early
and prominent resident of Cache Valley and an official in the LDS Church; the records of the Western
Society of Soil Science; and the correspondence of Willard Clark, one of the first US Forest Service
officers stationed in the Cache National Forest.

 

Marriott Library highlights Garn papers

contributed by Karen Carver

J. Willard Marriott Library, University of Utah
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SALT LAKE CITY-The Manuscripts Division of the University of Utah J. Willard Marriott Library
recently highlighted the Jake Garn Papers (Ms 85) as its Manuscript of the Month. The display
featured correspondence, photographs, and memorabilia from Senator Garn's tenure in office. Student
employee Brad Bennion, who put together this display, left the Marriott Library at the end of December
to begin serving an internship with the United States Supreme Court.

Edwin Jacob (Jake) Garn was born in Richfield, Sanpete County, Utah, on 12 October 1932. He
graduated from the University of Utah in 1955 and pursued graduate work at that same institution from
1955 to 1956. After working in the insurance business from 1961 to 1968, Garn entered the public
sphere as a Salt Lake City commissioner. From 1971 to 1974, he served as mayor of Salt Lake City.
When Utah Senator Wallace F. Bennett resigned his seat in Congress in 1974, Utah's Governor
appointed Jake Garn to the seat. He was subsequently re-elected in 1980 and again in 1986, serving
in the United States Senate until January 1993. Garn was also a payload specialist on NASA Discovery
shuttle flight 51-D in 1985.

The following collections have been recently processed:

The Norm Burton Papers (1958-1985), contain correspondence, programs, articles, news clippings,
and a wooden plaque pertaining to the Professional Ski Instructors Association (PSIA) and the
Intermountain Ski Instructors Association (ISIA). Burton (b. 1931) served as a certification president,
president, and administrative vice president for the ISIA during the 1970s and 1980s. The materials
also contain information on the Miller Ski Company and Snow Basin''s ski patrol. An inventory is
available.

The Robert L. Springmeyer Papers (1961- 1976) contain correspondence, memos, meeting minutes,
convention minutes, ski tournament schedules, ski race results, news clippings, and miscellaneous
papers. Robert L. Springmeyer was born in 1920. He graduated from Stanford University in 1942 with
a BA in Engineering before joining the United States Army. In October of the same year, his
engineering platoon led an assault to capture a Vichy French battleship in the neutral port of
Casablanca. He was wounded at Tunisia when a German bomb he was disarming exploded. He was
awarded the Purple Heart. After Tunisia, his platoon took part in the invasion of Italy, reaching Rome in
1944. The army then reassigned Springmeyer to duty in the United States. When the war ended, he
studied at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology and received a degree in Architecture. He came
to Salt Lake and opened his own office in 1954. Buildings he designed include the principal buildings at
Salt Lake Community College and several elementary schools in Utah. Springmeyer was passionate
about skiing. In 1964 he joined the United States Ski Association, Intermountain Division, as director.
He was also Vice-President of the United States Ski Association. He encouraged local youth ski racing
in Utah through his involvement with the Salt Lake Ski Club. Springmeyer died 5 July 1988. The
collection reflects his involvement in the United States Ski Association and the Salt Lake Ski Club. Size:
.75 lin. ft.

The Marriott Library has recently acquired the Capitol Reef National Park Records (1880-1999), which
consist of photocopies of material collected by Park Service employees at Capitol Reef National Park,
and include correspondence, reports, articles, news clippings, notes, maps, biographies, and
autobiographies relating to the establishment of Capitol Reef National Park and the development of the
surrounding landscape. The collection contains both unofficial and official documents. In the 1920s,
Ephraim Pectol and his brother-in-law, Joseph Hickman, began publishing photographs and articles
documenting the beauty of what they called "Wayne Wonderland," part of the area now included in
Capitol Reef National Park. In 1933 Pectol was elected to the Utah State Legislature. He contacted
President Franklin Roosevelt to encourage him to make "Wayne Wonderland" a national monument.
The president agreed to Pectol's proposal, and on 2 August 1937 signed a proclamation creating
Capitol Reef National Monument. The new monument languished for its first seven years of existence
under the jurisdiction of Zion National Park as there was no money for a superintendent or park
rangers. In 1943, however, Charles Kelly, a prolific writer on Western issues who had recently retired
to the nearby community of Fruita, volunteered to become custodian-without-pay for Capitol Reef.
Seven years later Kelly became Capitol Reef's first superintendent, a position he held until 1958 when
he was relieved by Grant Clark. Over the next decade, the National Park Service and Capitol Reef
consolidated the monument's land holdings by purchasing private allotments within and near the park.
In addition, the park received federal aid for improvements from the Mission 66 program which
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provided funds for the construction of a campground and a new visitor's center. Modifications to the
monument continued in 1968 when President Lyndon Johnson authorized the expansion of the
monument by 215, 056 acres. The impressive new size of Capitol Reef raised the question of whether
the monument deserved national park status. A number of bills concerning this issue were presented in
both the Senate and the House of Representatives beginning in 1970, and on December 18, 1971
Public Law 92-207 became law establishing Capitol Reef National Park. All photographs in this
collection were digitized by the multimedia section of Special Collections (P0856).

 

A R I Z O N A    N E W S

Arizona archives produce Pop Fair 2000

TEMPE, Arizona-For the past three years, the Arizona State Archives has collaborated with other local
repositories, museums, and cultural institutions to produce the POP (Preserving Our Past) Fair, the
culmination of Arizona Archives Week. The event requires about a year of planning, literally hundreds
of hours of Archives staff time.

Pueblo Grande Museum, a Hohokam archaeological site, hosted this year's event. The Hohokam
people inhabited central and southern Arizona from about AD 1-1450. The Hohokam originally created
many of the water canals used today in the Phoenix area.

POP Fair 2000 was held on October 14 and over 40 institutions participated, including the National
Archives branch at Laguna Nigel. This year's day-long extravaganza was exceptional because of the
many rural institutions that came to publicize their holdings and become acquainted with other
repositories. Staff from several small town museums drove over 200 miles and had to stay overnight,
all without any reimbursement.

In addition to exhibits, visitors enjoyed presentations on preserving family treasures, historic
preservation, and genealogy. We were especially pleased that Millie, a 93-year-old former Harvey Girl,
could make the trip and tell of her experiences while a Harvey Girl in Standing-on-a-Corner Winslow,
Arizona. Strolling mariachis, a 1900-era brass band, and other musicians provided entertainment
throughout the day. This year's emcee was the leader of Southwest Legends Gunfighters, a group of
bad men and suspect women who re-enacted gunfights, much to the delight of adults and terror of
babies, that took place in Arizona Territory.

 

SW Oral History Association to meet

TEMPE, Arizona-The annual meeting of the Southwest Oral History Association (SOHA) is scheduled
May 3-6, 2001, in Tempe. Presenters will discuss those "prickly issues" that arise doing oral history
and what solutions have been developed.

 

Treasures of the NAU Cline Library

By Karen J. Underhill

Head, Special Collections and Archives Department

FLAGSTAFF, Arizona-As historian Carl Degler has pointed out, most folks do not readily grasp the
value of history and, secondarily, the value of records used to interpret the past. Archivists do not
develop cures for cancer. Records, in most people's minds, do not save lives. Archival material does,
however, have the potential to affect lives, individually and collectively. What would someone do
without social security records or a birth certificate? Records can also affect the quality of life. I would
like to share some examples, based on our experiences at Northern Arizona University in Flagstaff, of
the way records impact lives. To me, these stories illustrate what makes an archives special.

I learned, the hard way, the importance of providing a "feel" for the "facts" contained in such things as
our manuscripts and photographs. Several years ago, a potential donor and member of a Grand
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Canyon family, listened politely as I rattled off my standard arsenal of statistics: the Cline
Library-which collects, preserves, and makes available archival material documenting the history and
development of the Colorado Plateau and the university-cares for over 5 million documents, 700,000
images, 2,000 maps, 900 oral histories, and 34,000 books. She stopped me and said, "You need to
tell stories... find something to impress me." The visitor mentioned that Bob Fronske (a collection of
92,000 negatives) had photographed her wedding. A moment later we were smiling at her 1968
wedding photograph.

A 60 year-old woman from San Francisco came to NAU because she had learned from her mother, a
few days prior to her death, that her father was actually a stepfather. Her mother revealed that her
biological father had been a mining engineer in the Crown King, Arizona area. The woman learned that
she was born there, and her parents had divorced when she was two months old. Departmental staff
located some newspaper articles concerning her biological father and one bright archivist-not me-
suggested a call to the Arizona Bureau of Mines. The ABM had a biographical file, and the person who
answered the phone knew one of her father's friends. She raced down the mountain to the ABM office
in Phoenix.

A local high school student came in to find information about the great Navajo leader Manuelito, her
great, great grandfather. She had never seen his picture. The Library provided a complimentary
photograph. We hope that by using original materials at a young age the student will pursue her
interest in Navajo history. Approximately 25 percent of the department's patrons are Navajo or Hopi.

A former Arizona State College (NAU) student harbored a wild hope that the Library might have her
1955 folklore paper in which she recorded Hopi traditions passed on by her grandfather. We found her
paper in the Margaret Carrigan Collection. Carrigan was a faculty member at the school. Now the
woman can tell these stories to her children and grandchildren with confidence.

A USGS researcher, Dr. Ted Melis, conducted research concerning possible flooding along Havasu
Creek in response to a proposed dam. He used the Flagstaff Weather Bureau records, the Madge
Knoblock Collection (a teacher who lived with the Havasupai in 1930-1931), and the A.F. Whiting
Collection (ethnobotany) to demonstrate that the Havasupai have experienced severe flooding and
continue to face a very real threat. In this case, older records may save contemporary lives.

The public often thinks of records as "Old Stuff," as David Gracy would say. Although most
repositories have older records, many also hold contemporary material. For example, NAU serves as
the home for Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt's 1988 presidential campaign papers. When Bill Clinton
was considering a nomination of Mr. Babbitt to the Supreme Court, a team of attorneys came to
review the papers. We were impressed by the potential role of the collection in a senate confirmation
hearing.

You may have heard of the honeymoon couple-Glen and Bessie Hyde-who disappeared while
attempting to run the Colorado River in 1928. Bessie would have been the first woman to make it
through alive. (That distinction is held by Dr. Elzada Clover and Dr. Lois Jotter Cutter who organized a
botanical expedition in 1938). The Hyde's boat was found upright. They were not in it, and were never
seen again. Our collections include the images taken from Bessie's camera, notes from Emery Kolb
who led the search party, newspaper accounts, corre-spondence, and copies of records from the
county inquiry. A fifth grade class came to play Hyde and Seek one fall. They reviewed the original
records and developed their own theories about the disappearance. Of 28 students, all suspected foul
play. Nineteen determined that Emery Kolb had something to do with it! I think they watch too much
television. The TV program Unsolved Mysteries featured the Hydes a few years back. These records

can teach kids as young as fifth grade valuable skills, such as critical thinking and problem solving.

Last but not least, retired judge Richard Mangum once showed me a photo of his mother in an issue of
the NAU yearbook, LA CUESTA. When I commented on his mother's beauty, he replied, "There's a

story behind this photo. The photographer [Bob Fronske] had it hanging in the window of his studio.
When my father saw it, he said, 'I have to meet this woman.' . . . that's how my parents met." I often
tell this story to guests. One woman exclaimed, "I've been looking for love and all this time it's been in
the archives!"
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Barbara Kingsolver in her book High Tide in Tucson describes the power of a visit to the Heard

Museum with her daughter. She muses that authors, like historians, curators, archivists, and
anthropologists, spend the bulk of their time interpreting other people's lives. We are all connected.
"Where would I be, " she asks, "without other people's lives?"

For many years when people inquired about my occupation, I would reply, "I am an archivist." One of
two things would happen. Most folks would say, "oh," and change the subject. Others would treat me
to a presumably clever remark about being an "anarchist." I now tell people, "I am a keeper of
treasures. I find lost loves. I solve unsolved mysteries." Don't we all?

 

I D A H O    N E W S

Merle W. Wells, historian emeritus, dies

BOISE, Idaho-Merle W. Wells, 81, died from the effects of advanced prostate cancer at Boise
Samaritan Village on November 6, 2000. He was Idaho's state historian emeritus, an active
Presbyterian, and a friend and mentor to many here and elsewhere.

Born in Lethbridge, Alberta, Canada, to Norman Darby Wells and Minnie Muir Huckett Wells, he was
intensely proud of his Canadian heritage and early years. The family-including his younger brother,
Donald, who died in 1999-moved to Boise in 1930. Merle was thereafter educated in the Boise
schools, and he attended Boise Junior College as well. After graduating from the (then) College of
Idaho in 1941, he began graduate school in history at the University of California, Berkeley. After his
first year at Cal, he returned to the College of Idaho to teach for four years; he then resumed his
graduate studies and received his Ph.D. in history in 1950.

Between 1950 and 1958 Merle taught history, and also served as a dean, at Alliance College in Erie,
Pennsylvania. But Boise remained home, and during his vacations he began the work in behalf of
Idaho's heritage for which he is best known. He was first a consulting historian, then a state historian
and archivist and state historic preservation officer for the Idaho State Historical Society. He created
the state archives, rescuing long hidden records from nooks and crannies in the statehouse. He was
founding editor of Idaho Yesterdays (the quarterly journal of the Historical Society), published
numerous books, articles, and reviews-some of them anonymously-and encouraged innumerable
younger historians, archivists, and preservationists to work with him in behalf of the people of Idaho.
Even in retirement, he strove to preserve, record, and interpret the state's history. Meanwhile, he was
active in several professional organizations and served on the councils of the Western History
Association and the American Association for State and Local History. In the community, he was a
founder and officer of the Southern Idaho Migrant Ministry and the Idaho Farm Workers Services and
helped found the Idaho Council of Churches. An elder in the Presbyterian church, he served on the
board of the Presbyterian Historical Society and was a member of the National Council of Churches
Migrant Ministry Committee. His years of membership in the Idaho Zoological Society included a term
on its board.

Among his many honors are the Award of Merit of the Western History Association, designation as a
Fellow of the Society of American Archivists, and honorary degrees from the College of Idaho and the
University of Idaho. Last year he received one of the first Esto Perpetua Awards from the Idaho State
Historical Society for a lifetime of service to understanding our heritage.

Merle was buried at Boise's Pioneer Cemetery, among those whose history he recorded. A memorial
service was held on November 20 at First Presbyterian Church.

 

Old photos of Idaho capitol sought

BOISE, Idaho-In response to efforts being undertaken by the Idaho Capitol Commission to restore the
Idaho Statehouse for the 2005 Centennial commemoration of the building's construction, the society
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has been searching for photos that document changes that have taken place in the structure and its
interior appearance in particular.

"While there are many photos available of the exterior of the building, it appears few exist in historical
archives of the interior prior to the early 1960s," according to Steve Guerber, executive director of the
Society and a member of the Commission. "That's resulting in a less-than-adequate documentation of
the original appearance of lights and other fixtures in some portions of the building."As a result, the
state's historic preservation agency is calling on the public to help locate old photos that may exist that
were taken inside the statehouse during, prior to, and immediately following World War II.

"We suspect there are boxes somewhere that hold snap shots taken by former state employees,
legislators, interns or visitors that show various rooms or hallways and their appearance 40 or more
years ago," Guerber said. "The Society would like to borrow them for documentation and to help the
Capitol Commission make its restoration work as accurate as possible."

Guerber said the agency would return photos after copies are made for the state's historical archives.
Although it is helpful, identification of people in photos is not necessary for a photo to be of use.

"Our interest in old photos of Idaho and its buildings goes beyond the statehouse, of course," Guerber
said. "Old scenic photos or street scenes taken anywhere in the state in the past are of particular
interest to the Society since they are most likely to be discarded when someone goes through their
own collection of photos or that of an elderly relative who may have passed away."

Again, identification of people in such photos is not absolutely necessary, although verification of
locations are important.

Individuals with pre-1960 photos of the interior of the Idaho Statehouse are encouraged to call the
Idaho State Historical Society (toll free) at 1-877-OLD-GEMS for more details. Information on
restoration of the Idaho Statehouse is most readily available on the Commission's website at
http//:capitolcommission.idaho.gov.

 

Century farm and ranch program revived

BOISE, Idaho-The Idaho State Department of Agriculture and the Idaho State Historical Society today
announced the revival of the Idaho Century Farm Program. 'This program is designed to honor those
farm and ranch families who persevered through physical hardships, natural disasters, and economic
hard times to settle this great state,' said Pat Takasugi, director of the Idaho State Department of
Agriculture. "These families have contributed so richly to the social fabric that make Idaho what it is
today, and I am proud to be a part of this program."

Two categories will be recognized. In one the applicant must be a farm or ranch owned and operated
in Idaho by members of the same family as the original owners for 100 years or more. The original
acreage of at least 40 acres must be part of the current farm or ranch. The other category honors a
family ranching continuously for 100 years in Idaho, but not necessarily on the same land. Such families
must submit proof of production with gross income of $1,000.00 or more for each of the past 100
years. Applications in both categories will also be accepted from farm and ranch families out of state
whose holdings have always crossed the state border.

The Idaho Century Farm Program originated during the state's centennial celebration in 1990, and at
that time over 250 family farms were honored. The revival of the program will offer the Idaho State
Historical Society the opportunity to recognize those farm/ranch operations that have achieved century
status since 1990. In addition, Idaho ranches will now be included.

Century farm and ranch qualifications
Much of Idaho's history revolves around the development and cultivation of its arable lands. The
Department of Agriculture and the Idaho State Historical Society wish to recognize and honor those
farms, ranches, and owner/operator families who pioneered Idaho agriculture; persevered through
physical hardships, natural disaster, and economic hard times; and contributed so richly to rural Idaho's
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social fabric.

Information from all farms, ranches, and families meeting the Century criteria will be deposited in the
State Archives as sources for general information and research about settlement patterns, livestock
and crop choices, building design, and family history. Successful applicants will receive special
recognition by Idaho's governor during Idaho's annual Ag Summit and will receive a plaque and a sign
designating their property as an Idaho Century Farm or Ranch, or a certificate designating them as an
Idaho Century Farm or Ranch Family.

Qualifications
1. Continuous ownership within the same family for 100 years or more. The family must have taken
occupancy or filed on the property in 19___ or earlier. The land must have been in agricultural
production continuously from 19___ until the present.
2. At least 40 acres of the original farm must remain in family ownership.
3. The line of ownership from the original settler or buyer may be through children, brothers, sisters,
nephews, and/or nieces, including through marriage or adoption.
4. Families applying as a century farm or ranch with direct family lineage: present owner(s) must live
on the farm or, if not, actively manage the land and activities.
5. Only one person-the current owner of record-may apply for the Century Farm, Ranch, or Family
designation. Co-ownerships by multiple family members (husband and wife, brother and sister, etc.)
are eligible for a single, joint award.
6. Families applying with the intent of proving a century heritage of farming and ranching must show
proof of 100 years of continuous operation through land permits, tax returns, or census records in a
direct family line: i.e., 3rd generation, 4th generation, etc., son, daughter, grandchild, or great-
grandchild of the original family member.
7. Applications must be on official forms issued by the Idaho State Historical Society. Applications
must be notarized and received no later than January 15. Your application and all material submitted
with it become the property of the State of Idaho. Please do not send original legal documents with
your application; certified copies will be accepted as proof of ownership.

Applications can be obtained by calling toll free at 1-877-OLD-GEMS or by writing to the Idaho State
Historical Society at 1109 Main Street, #250, Boise, ID 83702. Applications must be received by the
Idaho Historical Society no later than 5 p.m. on Friday, January 15. Governor Dirk Kempthorne is
scheduled to present certificates to qualifying families at the 2001 Agriculture Summit on February 22.

 

ISHS announces "Esto Perpetua" winners

BOISE, Idaho-A former governor, the Latah County Historical Society and its director, the founder and
curator of a Pierce logging museum and a leader in the historic preservation of the Bear River
Massacre National Historic Landmark all were honored by the Idaho State Historical Society with
second-annual "Esto Perpetua" service awards.

Honorees who received the awards Oct. 26 at the Society's Annual Meeting at Boise include former
Gov. Robert Smylie; Robert Allen, founder and curator of the J. Howard Bradbury Memorial Logging
Museum in Pierce; the Latah County Historical Society and its director Mary Reed, of Moscow, and
Allie Hansen, chair of the Bear River National Historic Landmark Association, of Preston.

The awards honor individuals and organiza-tions that have made significant contributions to the
preservation of Idaho history through professional accomplishment, public service, volunteerism or
philanthropy.

"This prestigious award recognizes outstanding service of both individuals and organizations in
advancing preservation of Idaho's heritage. This year's recipients certainly embody all of the ideals and
goals of the Idaho State Historical Society," said Steve Guerber, executive director of the Society.

Under Gov. Smylie's administration, the Society was staffed with its first full-time historical
preservation professionals and significantly expanded its role in identifying and preserving elements of
Idaho history. Allen is founder, ramrod, curator and "wood boss" of the J. Howard Bradbury Memorial
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Logging Museum in Pierce. The Latah County Historical Society, at Moscow, has become recognized
as one of the most active and successful county organizations in the country and Reed has served as
its director since 1983. Hansen is chair of the Bear River Massacre National Historic Landmark
Association, was instrumental in getting recognition for the historic site and continues to conduct tours
of the site.

Along with presentation of the Esto Perpetua Awards, the Society's Annual Meeting included a daylong
series of workshops on topics such as how to preserve historical documents and artifacts and how to
get published in historical journals. Dr. Herman Viola, curator emeritus of the Smithsonian Institution,
was the luncheon keynote speaker.

 

Idaho repositories offer variety of events

contributed by Steve Walker

Idaho State Historical Society

BOISE, Idaho-Repositories throughout Idaho offer a wide variety of exhibitions, lectures, and other
events this month. A sample follows.

The National Oregon/California Trail Center, Montpelier, is open year-round. Experience and relive the
history of the Oregon Trail. Daily 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Entrance fee. Contact: 208-847-3801 or e-mail:
www.oregontrailcenter.org

Beginning in October the Bown House in Boise will be open to public the first Saturday of every month
1 p.m.-4 p.m. Parkcenter Blvd. Contact: Juno Van Ocker, 208-336-2233.

Ongoing: Seneacquoteen. Sandpoint. New display includes photos, maps, and history of
Seneacquoteen. Bonner County Historical Society Museum, 611 S. Ella St. Admission: adults $2,
students $1, family $5, members free. Tuesday-Saturday, 10 a.m.-4 p.m.

Through December: Combining Art & Archaeology. Pocatello. Exhibit of Don Crabtree's work.
Sponsored by the Idaho Humanities Council. Idaho Museum of Natural History. Admission: $2.50
adults, $1.50 6-18. Contact: Jeanne Lancaster, 208-282-3168.

Ongoing: Wild Wonders. Idaho Falls. Exhibits on natural history, prehistory, early inhabitants and
explorers, mining and nuclear energy, and a schoolroom from the turn-of-the-century school days. The
mezzanine features an interactive exhibit that explores the natural history of Bonneville County.
Bonneville County Museum, northeast corner of Eastern & Elm Streets. Monday-Friday 10 a.m.-5p.m.,
Saturday 1 p.m.-5 p.m. Admission: $2 adults, 50 cents ages 5-18. Contact: Lois Nickum
208-522-3211.

 

Idaho State University hires Robin Wilson

POCATELLO, Idaho-Ten-year records and information professional Robin Wilson has come from New
Mexico's Waste Isolation Pilot Plant (WIPP) to implement a centralized records management program
at Idaho State University. She is already implementing a five-phase plan to bring ISU's records and
information storage into compliance with state guidelines.

"The initial phase included hiring me as records manager and putting together a records management
advisory committee (RMAC)," Wilson said. "Now we're working on announcing the program campus
wide and selecting departmental records coordinators (RCs)."

Wilson chairs the RMAC, which includes Dr. Alan Egger, assistant academic vice president; Gary
Domitz, head of Oboler Library Special Collections; Bill Duggan, director of computing and
communications; Brad Hall, general counsel; Ernie Naftzger, assistant dean of student affairs; Doug
Pendleton, controller; and Ross Ruchti, director of registration and records. Kay Flowers, university
librarian, is an ex-officio member. Appointed by ISU President Richard Bowen, members will
communicate records policies to their campus areas.
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RCs are essential to the plan's second phase, which includes an inventory of all university records
during 2001. Wilson, a certified instructor, will give RCs two half days of training, and then later meet
with them for special concerns and inventory scheduling.

"The inventory will take only a portion of an RC's time," Wilson pointed out. "I realize they have other
work, but with my help and their patience, we'll get this done."

The plan also involves the RMAC in determining ISU's information management needs, as well privacy,
access, and technological change issues such as ISU's Internet pages, e-mail, and electronic records.
Later stages will consider records storage.

While RCs are being appointed and trained, Wilson doesn't have any slack time.

"I'm working on a plan with State Board of Education chief technology officer Nancy Szofran, state
archivist Steve Walker, and University of Idaho records officer Chris Flynn to develop Idaho's first-ever
higher education record retention schedules," Wilson said. "ISU has an opportunity to affect the
guidelines we will be expected to work within."

Wilson is networking with other university records officers to determine what works at schools ISU's
size. She says all universities have the same basic record-keeping needs, and has found grants to fund
parts of the program.

She will post an ISU internal Internet page with inventory forms and "how to" information for RCs,
develop databases to summarize inventory data, and, with that data, develop a budget proposal for
long-range needs.

While it took Wilson two to three years to bring portions of WIPP records into federal compliance,
ISU's timeline will be different.

"At ISU, I'm 100 percent into records," Wilson said, grinning.

At WIPP, she taught quality assurance, wrote and edited news releases and speeches, and, as a
librarian, did legal research for WIPP's Resource Conservation and Recovery Act hearings, as well as
database development and records management work.

"One thing I did there that I'm most proud of was helping develop the system the Department of
Energy accepted and National Archives approved to manage and catalogue audio-visual records:
photos, videos, and presentations," she said.

Her 18-year background in managing projects includes the physical inventory and records management
of the University of Texas computer center.

"I converted them from hand-written physical inventory to a computer-driven system with desktop
access," Wilson said.

"Records management is not a new concept at ISU. Virtually every department already creates and
deals with records every day. I'm here to help people get their work done as easily as possible. That's
what information management is all about," she said.

 

Mobile shelving installed at Boise State

contributed by Alan Virta

Albertson's Library, Boise State University BOISE, Idaho-The big news at Boise State University is the
installation of compact mobile shelving in the archives. Fourteen mobile carriages and three stationary
ranges were installed that can hold 4,392 cubic-foot record center cartons. The old fixed shelving that
occupied the same space held just 2,382 cartons. This system occupies approximately 1,800 square
feet of floor space. It is a Spacesaver manual system.
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Among the additions to the manuscript collections at Boise State University is a scrapbook of photos
and newspaper clippings documenting the musical career of Ethel Sales of Boise, Idaho. Mrs. Sales
led a dance band that was quite popular in Boise in the 1920s. The governor's inaugural ball in 1929
was one of the band's many engagements.

 

N E V A D A    N E W S

Nevada SHRAB receives NHPRC grant

CARSON CITY, Nevada-The Nevada State Historical Records Advisory Board (SHRAB) received a
grant of $19,535.00 to cover the board's operating costs from January 1, 2001, to December 31,
2002. The board intends to focus its activities on two goals of its strategic plan, "Preserving Nevada's
Documentary Heritage, 1997-2005," which are "to work with both its traditional and new constituents to
encourage the highest levels of professional care of records," and "to foster and support programs to
protect shared documentary heritage from disasters, deterioration and neglect." It will also incorporate
many items from the action agenda of the National Forum on Archival Continuing Education (NFACE),
especially pursuing partnerships among professional archival organizations and with organizations
serving allied professions.

The grant funds will be used to pay for travel of board members and assigned staff members to and
from regularly scheduled meetings, special forums to gather information for the preparation of future
grant proposals, subcommittee meetings for special projects and presentations at annual meetings of
constituent groups. The board also is planning a joint meeting with the California SHRAB in 2002.

 

Popular Nevada history radio show ends

CARSON CITY, Nevada-After thirteen years of broadcasting from casino poker rooms and tiny
studios, State Archivist Guy Louis Rocha's popular "History for Lunch Bunch" radio show at KPTL,
1300 AM radio in Carson City, ended on November 6, 2000. New station owners changed the
programming format and eliminated all noontime talk shows. But as one door closes another one
opens, Rocha now has a regular time slot on Reno's KRNV channel 4 TV news program at 6:45 a.m.
every Wednesday.

 

Grant provides preservation workshops

CARSON CITY, Nevada-The Nevada Museum Association organized five archival preservation
workshops for Nevada's archives, libraries and museums with a re-grant received from of NHPRC
funds. "An Introduction to Preservation Policies and Practices" and "Holdings Maintenance" were
presented in Carson City and Henderson, Nevada in October and November. On January 22-23 "An
Introduction to Imaging and Imaging Technology for Libraries and Archives" will be held in Las Vegas
at the Nevada State Museum and Historical Society and repeated at the Nevada State Library and
Archives on January 25-26. All the workshops are being presented by training staff of Amigos Imaging
and Preservation Services, a non-profit organization funded by grants from the National Endowment for
the Humanities. The Nevada Libraries Continuing Education Committee is also providing matching funds
for the imaging technologies workshop.

 

Convocation for tribal centers planned

CARSON CITY, Nevada-The Nevada State Library and Archives will host a two-day convocation at the
Atlantis Hotel-Casino in Reno on January 24-25, 2001, focusing on the needs of tribal community
libraries, archives, and museums. The content of the program has been developed in consultation with
tribal representa-tives from Reno-Sparks, Pyramid Lake, Fallon, Elko, Ely, Walker River, Las Vegas,
Washo Nation, Yerington, the Inter-Tribal Council of Nevada as well as the Nevada State Office of
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Indian Education and the Nevada Indian Environ-mental Coalition. The Convocation and related
activities are supported through an Institute of Museums and Library Services (IMLS) Library
Leadership Grant project supported by the Library Services and Technology Act (LSTA). Through this
project the Nevada State Library and Archives is working with state libraries in Arizona, Colorado, New
Mexico, and Utah to develop models for collaboration among American Indian Tribes and Governments
in this five-state region. IMLS recently announced that the Five-State American Indian project will
receive more than $317,000 to continue into a second and third year.

 

NSLA hires electronic records archivist

CARSON CITY, Nevada-Almost ten years after the State Historical Records Advisory Board released
a report entitled, "Management and Preservation of Nevada's Electronic Public Records" by Margaret
Hedstrom, the Nevada State Library and Archives has hired its first electronic records archivist. After a
year's search John Paul Deley, formerly archivist/records manager with the Federal Trade
Commission, began work in December. Deley has worked with electronic records on the municipal,
state, and federal levels and has more than 16 years experience in the profession.

 

General Interest News

Western Archives Institute offered

REDLANDS, Calif.-The 15th annual Western Archives Institute will be held at The University of
Redlands in Redlands, California July 29?August 10, 2001. The intensive, two?week program provides
integrated instruction in basic archival practices to individuals with a variety of goals, including those
whose jobs require a fundamental understanding of archival skills, but have little or no previous
archives education, those who have expanding responsibility for archival materials, those who are
practicing archivists but have not received formal instruction, and those who demonstrate a
commitment to an archival career.

The principal faculty member will be Tim Ericson, assistant library director for archives and special
collections at the University of Wisconsin at Milwaukee. He is university archivist and directs the
operation of the Milwaukee-Area Research Center (part of a statewide network of regional archives
that is administered through the State Historical Society of Wisconsin). His responsibilities include
working with the community and regional community historical records repositories. He also teaches
archives administration courses in the university's graduate archival education program and serves on
the Wisconsin Historical Records Advisory Board. Prior to this assignment he was education officer for
the Society of American Archivists. He also has worked as an archivist and map curator at the State
Historical Society of Wisconsin and began his career as the director of the Area Research Center and
university archives at the University of Wisconsin-River Falls. Joining him on the faculty will be
distinguished working professionals for selected fields of archives education. In addition, the program
will feature visits to historical records repositories, and a diverse curriculum, which includes history and
development of the profession, theory and terminology, records management, appraisal, arrangement,
description, manuscripts acquisition, archives and the law, photographs, preservation, administration,
reference and access, automation, outreach programs, and managing archival programs and
institutions.

Tuition for the program is $550 and includes a selection of archival publications. Housing and meal
plans are available at additional cost. Enrollment is limited. The application deadline is April 16, 2001.
For additional information and an application form, contact: Administrator, Western Archives Institute,
1020 'O' Street, Sacramento, CA 95814; telephone: 916-653?7715; fax: 916- 653-7134; or e-mail:
ArchivesWeb@ss.ca.gov.

 

Presidential inauguration exhibit online

WASHINGTON, D.C.-The Library of Congress announces its newest online exhibit, ' "I Do Solemnly
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Swear . . .": Presidential Inaugurations," a collection of approximately 400 items or 2,000 digital files
from each of the 62 inaugurations from George Washington's in 1789 to William Jefferson Clinton's in
1997. The exhibit eventually will include items from the 63rd inauguration of 2001. This presentation
includes diaries and letters of presidents and of those who witnessed inaugurations, handwritten drafts
of inaugural addresses, broadsides, inaugural tickets and programs, prints, photographs, and sheet
music. The selections are drawn from the Presidential Papers in the Manuscript Division and from the
collections of the Prints and Photographs Division, Rare Book and Special Collections Division, Music
Division, and the General Collections of the Library of Congress. Additional material has been included
from the photography collections of the Architect of the Capitol, the White House, and the United
States Senate Office of the Sergeant at Arms. Some items, from records of early sessions of
Congress to early films, that are already online in American Memory have been incorporated. An
important component is the collaboration with the Avalon Project at the Yale Law School, which
permits the site to offer Yale's online presentations of the inaugural addresses from Presidents
Washington to George H. W. Bush with associated searchable text transcriptions. A key objective of
this online presentation is to make accessible to the public, before the inauguration of the next
president, many of the treasures and other important primary source materials held by the Library of
Congress as well as by other institutions. The collection has been organized chronologically by
presidential inauguration and an effort has been made to offer a balanced number of items for each
inaugural event. The URL for the online exhibit is http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/pihtml/pihome.html.

 

The exhibition of archival materials:

What to consider

by Noel Carmack, Preservation Archivist

Merrill Library, Utah State University

The exhibition of archival materials is part of normal activities that help promote collections and initiate
interest in institutional holdings. The copying techniques of recent years will allow archives and
museums to make facsimiles and photographs of documents that can be used in place of original
items. But when original items are exhibited, consideration should be given to the many problems that
can adversely affect their condition.

Books and archival materials are subject to many environmental conditions which influence their rate of
deterioration. The rate of deterioration is determined by the chemical stability of their organic
composition and the conditions in which they are housed. Though it would be impossible to change
their inherent composition, environmental controls can go a long way in affecting the factors that
accelerate the deterioration process. Under optimum conditions, temperature should be 70 degrees
Fahrenheit, plus or minus 2 degrees. Relative humidity should range be 45 percent, plus or minus 3
percent. Display case monitoring devices, hygrothermographs, or dessicants can help control the
environment in which archival materials are exhibited.

Light is one of the most critical issues when setting up exhibitions. All light is damaging to documents
and objects on display. Ultraviolet (UV) radiation is especially damaging to paper. The presence of
ultraviolet radiation present in natural and artificial light can cause the photo?oxidation of paper
resulting in a chemical breakdown and loss of paper strength. Light also affects photographic
emulsions. Special attention should be given to lighting in exhibit areas and display cases. Flourescent
lighting, for example, can generate detrimentally high temperatures and high UV levels inside cases.
Incandescent lamps are recommended over fluorescent lights, since they give off very little UV
radiation. Halogen lights also generate heat but produce very little UV radiation and are often used as
small spotlights. Although it is costly, fiber optic lighting does not produce UV radiation and, by design,
does not produce heat in display cases. Light, measured in footcandles (lumens), should fall between 5
and 10 foot-candles or about 50 lux.

Dirt, dust, soot, and other airborne particles can damage library materials by staining, affecting paper
strength, and adding contaminants or other pollutants into the paper fibers. Other adverse
environmental factors include improper storage and handling procedures, biological hazards, and
insects. Air ducts and heating vents should be equipped with adequate filtration. For optimum air
quality, HEPA filters should be installed in air vents to minimize airborne particulates.
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Library furniture designed to exhibit archival materials does not always provide a safe micro-
environment. Wood is a common choice for book and display cases, because it is easily crafted and
looks elegant. However, wood gives off damaging amaldehydes. When wood is used, it should be
sealed or covered with a protective barrier. Anodized aluminum furnishings are now considered the
best choice for library and archival materials. Steel storage and exhibit furniture with various powder
coatings is also a good choice for exhibition.

Proper mounts and book cradles can be constructed with little difficulty and can be a visually appealing
element to any formal exhibition. Acrylic book stands can be designed to meet the needs of the exhibit,
while providing adequate support to each item. Synthetic foam book cradles and wedges are relatively
inexpen-sive and offer a soft, versatile support. Other mounts and supports can include polyester film
for encapsulation and pH?neutral and/or buffered museum board.

Whatever the application, the environment and proper materials should be considered when displaying
original documents and objects. The National Information Standards Organization (NISO) can provide
standards for the exhibition of Library and archival materials. Whenever possible, consult a
professional conservator for advice on specific questions of handling and procedure.
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Calling all CIMA members
Are your membership dues up to date? To check on your membership status, call
Susan Corrigan at 801- 378?6374 or susan_corrigan@ byu.edu.

Is your address changing? Let us know where you're going so that we can update
the mailing list. Also let us know if we're misspelling your name or if your phone
number, postal address, or e?mail address has changed.

 

Advertising rates
The quarterly CIMA News-letter is circulated to nearly 150 individuals and
institutions in Utah, Nevada, Idaho, Wyoming, Colorado, Arizona, and beyond.
Advertisements from suppliers of archives- related products and services will be
accepted at the editor's discretion. Rates for standard ads are:

size          
Full page (7.7" x 9.5")
Half page (4.75" x 7.5")
Quarter page (4.75" x 3.75")
Business card (2.25" x 1.5")

1 issue          
$75
$40
$25
$10

1 year          
$240
$128
$80
$24

Camera ready copy must be received by:
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 - Dec. 15 for the January issue
- March 15 for the April issue
- June 15 for the July issue
- Sept. 15 for the October issue
Please make checks pay-able to CIMA

Submissions welcome
The CIMA Newsletter is a quarterly publication of the Conference of Inter-Mountain
Archivists. If your institution has any news of interest to the archival community in
the inter-mountain west, such as recent acquisitions; recently completed registers,
guides, or other publications; personnel changes; job openings; grant projects, etc.,
please submit them to: 

Glen Fairclough, Editor
Utah State Archives and Records Service
P.O. Box 141021
Salt Lake City, UT 84114- 1021
Fax: 801-975-0336
E-mail: gfairclo@state.ut.us

or

Jeff Kintop, Assistant Editor
Nevada State Library and Archives
Capitol Complex
100 Stewart Street
Carson City, NV 89710-0001
Fax: 702-687-8330
E-mail: jmkintop@clan.lib.nv.us

Previous issues of the CIMA Newsletter are available online via the Conference of
Inter- Mountain Archivists website at http://www.lib.utah.edu/cima.

Membership Application (in Adobe Acrobat (PDF) format)
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