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EDITOR’S NOTE 
 
Welcome to the latest edi-
tion of the CIMA newslet-
ter.  We realize there has 
not been a newsletter for 
some time, and the CIMA 
council would like to apolo-
gize for that omission.  I 
would also like to note that 
this is the first time I’ve at-
tempted this particular 
task—editing a newsletter—
so please bear with me.  If 
you sent in an article to the 
previous newsletter editor 
and it does not appear 
here, please re-send it and 
I’ll make sure it gets into 
the next issue.  If you have 

any concerns or comments 
about the newsletter, 
please don’t hesitate to 
contact me at the address 
at the bottom of this arti-
cle, or contact any of the 
CIMA leadership, whose 
names and addresses ap-
pear at the end of the 
newsletter. 
 
This has been a very excit-
ing year for CIMA.  We had 
some challenges, as noted 
in the articles below, but 
also some wonderful oppor-
tunities and some great 
times besides.  The West-
ern Round-up in Las Vegas 
in April 2005 was one for 
the record books; so many 
great speakers, so many 
chances to meet others in 
our profession from around 
the West, so much good in-
formation and good will 
passed on.  This is one time 
we should disregard the 
slogan “What happens in 
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Vegas stays in Vegas,” be-
cause we all want to keep 
the momentum from this 
great conference experi-
ence going.  In September, 
we had a wonderful Fall 
Caucus in Salt Lake City, 
with great speakers and 
enlightening tours; look for 
a report on this Caucus 
from CIMA President Walter 
Jones further on in this is-
sue.  Now we have even 
more conference action to 
look forward to, with the 
CIMA annual meeting in 
Ogden, May 12-13, 2006.  
Watch the CIMA website for 
announcements about that 
meeting. 
 
So now enjoy the latest 
CIMA newsletter, and let us 
know what you are think-
ing.  Any organization is 
only as good as its mem-
bers, and we know that 
CIMA has a lot of good 
members.  Keep in touch! 
 
Roy Webb, C.A. 
Special Collections 
J. Willard Marriott Library 
University of Utah 
295 S. 1500 E. 
Salt Lake City, UT 84109 
(801) 585-3073 
roy.webb@library.utah.edu 

 
 

CIMA DUES 
 

Your annual dues for CIMA 
are now due.  Please send 
$15 to the CIMA Treasurer: 
 
Conference of Intermoun-
tain Archivists 
Clint Bailey, Treasurer 
P.O. Box 2048 
Salt Lake City, Utah  
84110-2048 
 
Please make out your check 
to CIMA.  CIMA member-
ship is a bargain, so don’t 
forget to send in your dues! 
 
 

CIMA NOMINATING 
COMMITTEE 

 
Bring your creative ideas 
and energy to the leader-
ship of CIMA.  The CIMA 
Nominating Committee is 
accepting nominations for 
three Council positions, one 
Treasurer position (must be 
from the Wasatch front), 
and one Vice-President/ 
President-elect position. If 
you are interested in any of 
these positions or know 
someone who is interested, 
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please contact Gordon 
Daines, chair of the Nomi-
nating Committee, by 
January 6, 2006:  
 
Gordon Daines 
gordon_daines@byu.edu
(801) 422-5821 
 
 

CIMA DONATES TO 
HURRICANE RELIEF FUND 

 
We have all heard the ter-
rible stories about not only 
the human costs of hurri-
canes Katrina and Rita, but 
the damage the storms did 
to archives and libraries 
throughout the region.  The 
Society of American Archi-
vists has put up a web 
page documenting the 
damage, as well as the re-
sponse from archives and 
libraries across the country.  
CIMA was glad to donate 
$1000 toward the relief ef-
forts organized by the SAA, 
and is proud to be listed on 
their website at a “Major 
Donor.”  For more about 
the SAA response and 
CIMA’s donation go to the 
SAA website at: 
 
 http://www.archivists.org/

 
 

CALL FOR PAPERS FOR 
2006 CIMA MEETING 

 
The CIMA Program Com-
mittee is looking for papers 
and/or panel presentations 
for the annual meeting, to 
be held in Ogden, Utah, on 
May 12. All papers will be 
considered. Two subject ar-
eas are of particular inter-
est: papers or speakers 
dealing with institutional 
history collections, those 
that are managed by uni-
versities, corporate, gov-
ernment, and religious ar-
chivists; and publishing as 
a by-product of archives, 
including archival collec-
tions from which books 
have been written, and the 
use of archival collections 
by authors and historians.  
 
This is a chance to share 
your experiences and ex-
pertise with colleagues. You 
will have an eager, recep-
tive audience not to men-
tion the gratitude of the 
Program Committee for 
participating in the annual 
meeting. 
Linda Whitaker 
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LONG-TIME CIMA MEMBER 
RETIRES 

 
Pat Scott, long-time CIMA 
member, has retired from 
the Utah State Archives af-
ter 21 years of service.  A 
reception was held in her 
honor on December 16.  
The archives profession is 
sad to see such a valued 
member of our community 
go, but wish her the best in 
all of her projects and plans 
in the future. 
 
 

CIMA NOW RE-
INCORPORATED 

 
After a two year hiatus in 
its legal status as a non-
profit organization regis-
tered in the State of Utah, 
our Conference of Inter-
mountain Archivists is now 
a bonafide entity again.  
Through the assistance of a 
local law firm and the 
groundwork that CIMA's 
past treasurer, Michael 
Church laid, current CIMA 
president Walter Jones was 
able to have the organiza-
tion reinstated on the rolls 
of the Utah Department of 
Commerce.  From this point 

forward, CIMA's president 
must submit an annual re-
port at the end of each cal-
endar year in order to 
maintain its legally recog-
nized non-profit stature.  
The Utah Department of 
Commerce's Division of 
Corporation & Commercial 
Code will send an annual 
report notice in September 
or October each year.  
 
Walter Jones 
CIMA President 
 
[Editor’s note: we all owe 
CIMA President Walter 
Jones a debt of gratitude 
for taking the initiative to 
get our organization rein-
corporated.  The failure to 
do so could have had seri-
ous consequences for our 
continued existence!] 
 
 
FALL 2005 CIMA CAUCUS 
 
CIMA held its fall 2005 cau-
cus on September 15 at the 
Utah State Archives facility 
on Rio Grande Street in 
Salt Lake City.  Approxi-
mately 60 people attended 
the one-day affair.  Ses-
sions included "Indians and 
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Archives" with Shayne Del 
Cohen, Forest Cuch, Wendy 
Holliday and Greg Thomp-
son; "Digital Preservation" 
with Walter Jones, Roy 
Webb, Tom Wells and Brian 
Winterowd; and "Build-
ing/Moving Archives" with 
James Kichas, Brad Cole, 
Brent Thompson, Stuart 
Preece and Alan Barnett.  
Prior to the meetings' lunch 
break, John Sillito pre-
sented the newly estab-
lished Dr. Everett L. Cooley 
Distinguished Archival Ca-
reer Award to Dr. Ronald G. 
Watt of the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints' 
Family and Church History 
Library.  At the end of the 
day's sessions, staff mem-
bers from the Utah State 
Archives conducted a tour 
of the archive's new facili-
ties which include an 
Automated Storage and Re-
trieval System. 
 
Walter Jones 
CIMA President 
 
 

UTAH NEWS 
 

UTAH STATE UNIVERSITY 
SPECIAL COLLECTIONS RE-

OPENS! 
 
Utah State University’s 
Special Collections & Ar-
chives reopened to the 
public on October 31, after 
being closed for three 
weeks while the division 
moved into the new Merrill-
Cazier Library in the center 
of campus. The new library 
replaces the previous 
Merrill Library building, 
which dated back to 1930 
and was extensively reno-
vated in 1967, and is an 
expansion of the Cazier 
Science and Technology Li-
brary, which was built in 
1995. This expansion al-
most doubled the size of 
the existing Cazier Library 
to over 300,000 square 
feet, and has reintegrated 
the university’s library 
holdings back into one 
building.  
 
A major feature of the new 
building is the automated 
storage and retrieval sys-
tem (ASRS), similar to sys-
tems used at the Utah 
State Archives and the Uni-
versity of Nevada, Las Ve-
gas. Materials are stored on 
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book shelf units in a five-
story structure that allows 
for robotic retrieval of indi-
vidual shelf units. The ro-
botic crane delivers the 
shelf unit to a portal, where 
a library employee checks 
out the requested item to a 
patron. The length of time 
between when a request is 
submitted and the item is 
checked out is typically five 
to ten minutes. Currently 
the ASRS houses bound 
journals, microfilm, and low 
use monographs. At full ca-
pacity the system will hold 
1.5 million items. 
 
Special Collections & Ar-
chives is located on the 
lower level of the new 
building, next to the Art 
Book Room. All of the vari-
ous named rooms from the 
old building have been rec-
reated, including the 16th 
century Hatch Room, which 
is now accessible directly 
from the main reading 
room. One of the highlights 
of SCA’s new home (from 
the staff’s perspective) is 
the consolidated contiguous 
storage area for housing 
the division’s collections. 
This area has its own cli-
mate control, as well as a 

walk-in freezer vault for 
photo storage. The majority 
of the storage is on com-
pact shelving, with the 
tracks already installed to 
allow for the rest of the 
fixed shelving to be con-
verted at a later time as 
funding allows. 
 
A formal dedication of the 
entire library will take place 
during the Spring 2006 se-
mester, and Special Collec-
tions & Archives will host 
the 2006 Fall Caucus meet-
ing. For additional informa-
tion, contact the division at 
(435) 797-2663 or 
scweb@ngw.lib.usu.edu.  
 
Steve Sturgeon 
Manuscript Curator 
 
 

J. WILLARD MARRIOTT 
LIBRARY RENOVATIONS 

 
The J. Willard Marriott Li-
brary of the University of 
Utah is undergoing exten-
sive seismic renovations 
and modernization.  The 
construction began in April 
2005 and is expected to be 
completed sometime in 
2006.  The original build-
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ing, constructed in 1967, 
was not judged to be up to 
modern earthquake stan-
dards.  Some units of the 
library, such as parts of 
Special Collections and the 
library’s computer servers 
and staff, have been moved 
into other buildings on 
campus for the duration of 
the project.  During the 
renovations, the building 
will be open and all library 
services will be offered.  
For information and up-
dates about the renova-
tions, see the Marriott Li-
brary web page at 
http://www.lib.utah.edu/
construct/ or you can also 
call the Library at (801) 
581-8558, or email at 
renovate@library.utah.edu 
 
ASSOCIATION OF MOVING 

IMAGE ARCHIVISTS 
CONFERENCE REPORT: 

AUSTIN, TEXAS, NOV. 29 – 
DEC. 3, 2005 

 
[Editor’s note: Tawnya 
Mosier, CIMA member and 
Audio-visual Archivist for 
Special Collections, J. 
Willard Marriott Library, at-
tended the AMIA confer-
ence this year.  Here is her 
report.  For those of you 

not familiar with AMIA, she 
begins with a quote from 
their website that describes 
the goals and mission of 
AMIA.] 
 
“The association of Moving 
Image Archivists (AMIA) is 
a non-profit professional 
association established to 
advance the field of moving 
image archiving by foster-
ing cooperation among in-
dividuals and organizations 
concerned with the acquisi-
tion, preservation, exhibi-
tion and use of moving im-
age materials.” 
 (http://www.amianet.org) 
 
I recently attended the 14th 
annual Association of Mov-
ing Image Archivists Con-
ference in Austin, Texas 
and thought it might be in-
teresting to report back re-
garding some of the sub-
jects discussed at the con-
ference to those CIMA 
members who also have 
film, video, or audio mate-
rials in their collections.  
 
This year's conference fo-
cused on a number of dif-
ferent aspects of moving 
image archiving including a 
workshop on the basics of 
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digitizing video and audio 
material, sessions on online 
mapping for sharing ar-
chive records on the web, 
guides to collecting policies 
and donor agreements and 
assessing the condition of 
video tape as well as a full 
day workshop dedicated to 
the basics of film archiving 
for archivists who have not 
worked with film materials 
in the past.  The digital ba-
sics workshop dealt with 
digitizing video, audio and 
still images and the subse-
quent compression; infra-
structure requirements; 
hardware and software; 
technical and descriptive 
metadata; preservation and 
digital asset management 
associated with digitizing 
material.  The workshop 
was especially helpful to 
me as the Multimedia Ar-
chives at the Marriott Li-
brary recently purchased a 
film-to-video telecine set-
up so that we can now 
transfer film to video in-
house.  
 
Another personal highlight 
of the conference included 
the session concerning col-
lection policies. Mike 
Mashon of the Library of 

Congress gave some insight 
into the Library of Con-
gress' collection policies. 
Topics discussed included 
whether archives should fo-
cus on original or copy ma-
terials and the different 
presenters gave some in-
teresting criteria for inclu-
sion of material into ar-
chives based on an ar-
chive's particular mission 
statement.  
Perhaps one of the most in-
teresting sessions was pre-
sented by Peter Brothers of 
SPECS BROS, LLC, a com-
pany that deals with the 
restoration and preserva-
tion of video and audio 
tapes of all formats. He 
gave practical information 
regarding the tools needed 
to assess the condition of 
tapes before you play or 
duplicate them.  He spoke 
about tape mold, decay 
residue and other contami-
nants and explained how to 
deal with tapes following a 
water-based disaster. 
 
The AMIA Conference also 
hosts a number of smaller, 
informal interest groups 
that members are free to 
join while at the annual 
conference or any time 
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throughout the year.  (In 
fact, I became the new co-
chair of the Regional Ar-
chives Interest Group while 
at the conference!).  The 
interest groups already in 
existence include the fol-
lowing groups: 

-Academic-Archival  
-Copyright  
-Independent Media  
-Lesbian, Gay, Bisex-
ual & Transgender  
-News & Documentary 
Collections  
-Nitrate Film  
-Regional Audio-Visual 
Archives  
-Moving Image Re-
lated Materials & 
Documentation  
-Small Gauge / Ama-
teur Film  
-Television 

 
If you'd like to learn more 
about AMIA or have any 
questions about any film or 
video within your collection, 
feel free to sign up for the 
AMIA listserv.  You can re-
ceive messages as they 
come or in Digest format so 
that you only get one or 
two per day.  If you want 
more information about the 
AMIA listerv, check out this 
page: 

http://www.amianet.org/a
mial/amial.html
  
Additionally AMIA offers a 
yearly award to an archivist 
who does not have suffi-
cient funds to attend the 
conference.  The award 
provides up to $1,000 to 
assist with AMIA confer-
ence-related travel ex-
penses. In addition, a com-
plimentary conference reg-
istration, a one-year Indi-
vidual AMIA membership, 
and one pre-conference 
workshop registration is in-
cluded. 
(http://www.amianet.org/a
wards/gomes/gomes.html) 
 
Next year's conference will 
be held in October of 2006 
in Anchorage, Alaska and 
the overriding theme of the 
conference will have to do 
with regional archives, so 
mark it in your calendar 
and if you have any film in 
your collections, think 
about coming to Alaska 
next October!  
 
Tawnya Mosier 
 
 

UTAH ARCHIVES AND 
SPECIAL COLLECTIONS 
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LIBRARIES CELEBRATE 
ARCHIVES MONTH IN  

OCTOBER 
 

Archives and records re-
positories throughout the 
Beehive State observed 
Utah Archives Month during 
October 2005. The theme 
was “Archives: Utah’s Best-
Kept Secrets.” Events in-
cluded historical lectures by 
prominent scholars; tours 
of participating reposito-
ries; and family history 
classes. Governor Jon M. 
Huntsman Jr. issued a Utah 
Archives Month declaration. 
 
The Utah State Archives 
and Utah State Historical 
Society jointly observed 
"Archives Month" in Octo-
ber with a series of free re-
search classes on Wednes-
days and Fridays.  The Oc-
tober "Research at Noon" 
class schedule  addressed 
such topics as “Opening the 
Vault: An Introduction to 
the Resources Provided by 
the Utah State Archives 
and Utah State Historical 
Society,” "How Records Get 
Here: Acquiring Records at 
the State Archives," “Wake 
the Dead: Family History 
Resources at the Utah His-

tory Research Center,” 
“Peoples of Utah: Multicul-
tural Resources at the Utah 
History Research Center,” 
“Archives for Discovery and 
Enhancement of Family 
History,” Anniversary of the 
Bombings Related to the 
Mark Hofmann Forgeries, 
“Researching Your Historic 
Home,” and "Preserving Lo-
cal Government Records: 
The Millennial Project, 
1999–2005.” 
 
Tours of the archives build-
ing and remodeled depot 
and demonstrations of the 
archives building’s new 
automated storage and re-
trieval system were given. 
The Utah History Research 
Center at the historic Rio 
Grande Depot accommo-
dated those who wished to 
perform research before or 
after the brown bag lec-
tures. 
 
A Governors exhibit of 
items relating to of Utah’s 
five most recent chief ex-
ecutives (Scott M. Mathe-
son, Norman H. Bangerter, 
Michael O. Leavitt, Olene S. 
Walker, and Jon M. Hunts-
man Jr.) was on display at 
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the Rio Grande Depot dur-
ing October. 
 
Other participating institu-
tions included the Utah 
State Historical Society, 
Salt Lake County Records 
Management and Archives, 
University of Utah Marriott 
Library Special Collections, 
Utah State University 
Merrill-Cazier Library Spe-
cial Collections and Ar-
chives, Weber State Uni-
versity Stewart Library Ar-
chives and Special Collec-
tions, Brigham Young Uni-
versity Harold B. Lee Li-
brary Special Collections, 
Southern Utah University 
Library Special Collections, 
Westminster College Gio-
vale Library, Catholic Dio-
cese of Salt Lake City, and 
the Family and Church His-
tory Department of The 
Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints. 
 
MESSAGE FROM THE UTAH 

STATE ARCHIVIST 
 

DIVISION OF ARCHIVES 
RECOVERS MISSING 

DOCUMENT OFFERED FOR 
SALE BY AUCTION HOUSE 

 

     The mission of the Utah 
State Archives “is to assist 
Utah government agencies 
in the efficient manage-
ment of their records, to 
preserve those records of 
enduring value, and to pro-
vide quality access to public 
information.” 
 
When the Archives pre-
serves Utah’s important 
government records, it pre-
serves Utah’s history. His-
torical records are pre-
served in order that they 
may be made available to 
the public for research and 
review. When preserving 
the historical record, it is 
also important to maintain 
the context: Who created 
the records, how and when 
they were created are all 
key elements to the histori-
cal story. When part of the 
record is missing, then the 
complete history is not 
available. 
 
The State Archives was for-
tunate this summer in re-
covering a piece of the his-
torical record after an alert 
researcher in Nevada found 
it listed for sale in an online 
auction.  Richard E. Johns-
ton of Reno, Nevada, a 
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photographer for the Ne-
vada Department of Trans-
portation, was doing an 
Internet search in March 
when he came across a list-
ing for a two-page letter 
from outlaw Willard E. 
Christiansen (a.k.a. Matt 
Warner, a member of Butch 
Cassidy’s infamous “Wild 
Bunch”) to Utah Governor 
Heber M. Wells written on 
March 1, 1900. The sale 
price was $5,999. Johnston 
recognized the letter as 
something he’d seen some 
30 years earlier while doing 
research at the Utah State 
Archives in the mid 1970s. 
He recalled that then it was 
part of Governor Wells’ col-
lection. He doubted that 
the Archives would sell 
such a letter and wrote an 
email to advise the Ar-
chives and suggest that the 
Archives look into the mat-
ter. 
 

 
Gov. Heber Wells letter 

 
Archivists compared the 
hard copy of the Wells cor-
respondence with microfilm 
from May 4, 1981. The let-
ter was included on the mi-
crofilm copy but the origi-
nal paper copy was miss-
ing.  The Nevada auction 
house was pleased to re-
turn the letter to its stew-
ards at the Utah State Ar-
chives and its historical 
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context. What makes this 
return more noteworthy is 
that as part of Governor 
Wells’ correspondence, the 
letters’ role in history be-
comes more complete. In 
fact, Governor Wells’ an-
swer to outlaw Willard E. 
Christiansen is also found 
in the records. 
 
The Archives thanks Mr. 
Johnston for his watchful-
ness and assistance. Johns-
ton wrote: “It is a crime 
that material is being stolen 
from so many archives for 
it deprives future research-
ers insight into the past.”  
Johnston hopes that publi-
cizing the matter “might ei-
ther deter thefts or make 
the public and researchers 
online more aware of the 
problem.  “It makes me 
feel good to have saved 
that one document."  It 
makes the staff and pa-
trons at Utah State Ar-
chives feel good as well. 
 
Patricia Smith-Mansfield 
Director, Utah State  
Archives 
 

JUDICIAL RECORDS 
PRESERVATION AND 

ACCESS PROJECT UNDER 
WAY 

 
A project to accelerate im-
plementation of a long-
term plan to identify and 
preserve historical judicial 
records statewide through-
out Utah as well as increase 
public awareness of the 
value and availability of 
these records is under way. 
Archivists anticipate that 
improved public access will 
stimulate interest in and 
dramatically boost use of 
historical court records. 
 
The Utah Judicial Records 
Preservation and Access 
Project will target historical 
judicial records in Utah cre-
ated prior to 1955 for ar-
chival processing (ar-
rangement and description) 
and preservation microfilm-
ing. Included are probate, 
civil, and criminal records. 
The total volume of court 
records statewide (number 
of books, cubic feet, and 
microfilm reels) is unknown 
because holdings are widely 
dispersed among the Utah 
State Archives and the 29 
district courts (one per 
county). 
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The overall goal is to in-
crease access and security 
by archivally processing 
historical court records for 
the district courts state-
wide. Through preliminary 
inventories of the holdings 
of district courts in each 
county, the Utah State Ar-
chives will gain intellectual 
control over these valuable 
records and begin to relieve 
confusion for researchers 
and reference staff mem-
bers and make the records 
more accessible to re-
searchers. 
 
To better manage the pro-
ject, a multi-phase effort is 
planned. The initial phase 
involves archivally process-
ing records for eight coun-
ties from three judicial dis-
tricts in northern Utah. The 
volume of court records in 
phase I includes 663 books, 
622 cubic feet of paper re-
cords, and 3,453 microfilm 
reels. 
 
Court records are among 
the documents most fre-
quently requested by re-
searchers using the Utah 
History Research Center, a 
facility operated jointly by 
the Utah State Archives 

and the Utah State Histori-
cal Society. Judicial records 
in general, and the ar-
chivally processed records 
of the Third Judicial Dis-
trict, Salt Lake County, in 
particular, are used on a 
daily basis by a variety of 
researchers ranging from 
historians performing in-
depth research (involving 
such topics as divorce or 
polygamy) to genealogists 
tracing family trees to one-
time users seeking a copy 
of their divorce decree as 
documentation supporting 
a claim for benefits. Court 
records use accounts for an 
estimated 20–25 percent of 
the total number of re-
search center requests. 
 
By microfilming all court 
records, whether in the 
custody of the State Ar-
chives or the district courts, 
the records will be accessi-
ble through the Utah His-
tory Research Center, a fa-
cility which is set up to 
handle public requests 
(unlike the courts which 
primarily serve the legal 
system). Duplicate micro-
film copies will make it pos-
sible for multiple research 
centers around the state to 
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provide access to patrons. 
This arrangement relieves 
the courts which have lim-
ited space and time of hav-
ing to provide public ac-
cess. 
 
Long-term preservation is 
another goal. Identifying 
historical court records and 
accounting for them 
through an inventory 
makes it possible for them 
to be preserved. Because of 
the fragile state of historic 
court records, repeated 
handling should be elimi-
nated. Microfilming does 
away with the need for re-
searchers to use original 
records.  
 

ARCHIVES ACCESSIONS 
COURT RECORDS 

 
In July records analysis ar-
chivist Rosemary Cundiff 
and processing/reference 
archivist Jim Kichas inven-
toried the historic records 
of the Utah State Supreme 
Court. Their work uncov-
ered an extremely valuable 
set of records which in-
cludes Supreme Court Min-
ute Books (1859–1987), 
the Supreme Court Regis-
ters of Action (1861–1985), 

Record of Opinion Books 
(1877–1894), and two 
separate docket books (one 
from the Territorial Su-
preme Court and the other 
from the Territorial First 
District Court), both of 
which cover the timeframe 
between 1851 and 1857. 
 

 
 
After arranging these re-
cords and creating a basic 
series level inventory, 
Rosemary and Jim were al-
lowed to remove the re-
cords from the Supreme 
Court for transfer to the 
Utah State Archives in Au-
gust of this year. Subse-
quently all of the records 
have been moved and are 
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currently being processed 
and microfilmed for use in 
the Utah History Research 
Center. When available 
these books will be of im-
mense research value as 
they include records related 
to a number of high profile 
court cases from Utah’s 
past including an 1857 
slave running case involv-
ing Pedro Leone, the 1877 
appeal of John D. Lee re-
garding the fairness of his 
trial in conjunction to his 
role in the Mountain Mead-
ows Massacre, and a num-
ber of high profile polyg-
amy cases that help tell the 
unique story of a colorful 
period in Utah’s history. 
 
In July and August 2005 
Utah State Archives acces-
sioned civil and probate 
case files for Utah State 
Fourth District Court (Utah 
County) and for the South-
ern Division of the federal 
First District Court, which 
served Utah and neighbor-
ing counties during Utah’s 
Territorial period. Provo 
was the court seat. First 
District Court probate re-
cords and civil cases files 
date back to the 1860s. 
The earliest First District 

Court docket book begins in 
1852. The total volume of 
this acquisition is about 
560 cubic feet of case files 
and an additional 350 vol-
umes of court minutes, 
registers of actions and in-
dexes. Archives staff antici-
pates that these acquisi-
tions will be of great value 
to future researchers inter-
ested in Utah County. 
 

UTAH STATE ARCHIVES 
STAFF NEWS 

 
Steven Tibbits observed his 
fifth anniversary with the 
State Archives June 5 while 
Elizabeth Perkes noted fif-
teen years with the division 
on September 29. 
 
Anthony “Tony” Castro was 
hired as a microfilm camera 
operator on August 15. 
Tony is a native of San 
Jose, California, and gradu-
ated with distinction in ge-
ography from San Jose 
State University. He began 
his career at the U.S. Geo-
logical Survey in Menlo 
Park, California, and then 
worked in the private sec-
tor for a couple of digital 
mapping companies in the 
San Francisco Bay area. 
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Later, he worked in munici-
pal government for the City 
of San Jose Planning and 
Building Department. Tony 
spent the last ten years in 
Carson City, Nevada, as a 
library assistant working in 
the capacity of Hispanic 
Services coordinator. He 
moved in early August to 
the opposite end of the 
Great Basin to join family 
and friends in Utah. He 
feels very fortunate to work 
in the Utah State Archives 
and hopes to have a long 
career contributing to this 
vital institution. 
 
Justin McFadden was hired 
as a records analyst on Au-
gust 29. Justin previously 
worked as a librarian at the 
law firm of Ray Quinney & 
Nebeker for six years. He 
earned a bachelor's degree 
in political science with a 
minor in history from the 
University of Utah. In June 
he earned a master's de-
gree in Library and Infor-
mation Science from the 
University of Washington, 
through their distance MLIS 
program. During his studies 
at UW, Justin’s greatest in-
terests were in government 
publications, information 

behavior, and research 
methods. Justin will work 
with the following state 
agencies: Department of 
Commerce, Department of 
Environmental Quality, De-
partment of Financial Insti-
tutions, Department of 
Human Services, Labor 
Commission, Utah Technol-
ogy Finance Corporation, 
and Department of Work-
force Services. 
 
Ashley Lynne Arave, a sen-
ior history major at the 
University of Utah, recently 
completed a 2½ month in-
tership with the Utah State 
Archives.  Ashley executed 
general administrative re-
sponsibilities associated 
with the Utah State Histori-
cal Records Advisory Board 
(USHRAB). The position re-
quired Ashley to perform 
research, send out periodic 
mailings, record minutes of 
quarterly board meetings, 
etc., which assisted the 
board in carrying out its 
programs. Ashley has 
worked in the photograph 
archives in the Special Col-
lections department at the 
J. Willard Marriott Library 
and is interested in a career 
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as a preservation archivist. 
She resides in Ogden. 
 
Mark Dalton was hired Oc-
tober 11 to manage the 
Utah State Records Center. 
Mark is a Utah native, and 
currently resides in River-
ton Utah. He previously 
worked for Qwest Commu-
nications where he had 
over 26 years of experience 
in managing areas such as 
bill print and distribution, 
microfiche production, and 
computer operations, and 
was responsible for the 
creation and management 
of tape and optical media. 
Mark is excited to be work-
ing at the Records Center 
and is looking forward to a 
new career with the State 
of Utah. 
 
Rodney Swaner was hired 
October 11 on a part-time, 
temporary basis. Rod will 
be responsible for the dig-
itization, scanning, and en-
tering metadata for the re-
cords of former three-term 
Governor Michael O. Leavitt 
(1993-2003).  Rod was 
born and raised in Utah and 
currently resides in Sugar-
house. He is working on his 
second degree from the 

University of Utah in Geog-
raphy with an emphasis in 
GIS and GPS. He graduates 
with this degree and certifi-
cation May 2006. Rod also 
has a B.S. degree and 
background in archaeology. 
Rod worked as a 
GIS/Archaeology intern for 
the BLM and USFS/Ashley 
Forest. Next he worked for 
the State Historical Preser-
vation Office in the Antiqui-
ties department as a GIS 
intern. Then he went onto 
work for AGRC as a 
GPS/GIS intern before 
coming to Archives. 
 
Patricia Smith-Mansfield, 
director of State Archives, 
and Janell Tuttle, records 
analyst, attended the 2005 
National Association of 
Government Archives and 
Records Administrators 
(NAGARA) Annual Meeting 
held in Richmond, Virginia, 
July 20-23. There were a 
variety of sessions dealing 
with electronic records is-
sues, such as preserving 
long term and permanent 
records and whether to 
digitize or microfilm re-
cords. Sessions stressed 
that digitization is a great 
tool for access to records 
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and that microfilm is great 
for preservation. The ple-
nary session was given by 
Dr. Allen Weinstein, newly 
appointed Archivist of the 
United States. He stated 
that the National Archives 
was willing to work with the 
states in cooperative pro-
jects.  
 
As the director of State Ar-
chives, Patricia Smith-
Mansfield attended sessions 
presented by the Council of 
State Historical Records 
Coordinators (OCSHRC). 
These sessions covered 
topics such as states work-
ing together with the Na-
tional Archives and an 
analysis of recently com-
pleted surveys pertaining to 
state archives and records 
programs. The conference 
was a great way to see how 
other states are handling 
electronic records and how 
to improve our records 
management. Council 
members also had their 
annual business meeting 
during which COSHRC 
voted to change the name 
of the organization to the 
Council of State Archivists 
(CoSA). The new, more de-
scriptive name will help the 

Council with its increasingly 
visible work in outreach 
and advocacy. The Coun-
cil’s new name retains links 
to the old, but provides a 
more concrete image for 
those outside the archival 
profession – an important 
asset as the group contin-
ues its work on the behalf 
of the nation’s historical re-
cords. The change became 
effective October 1, 2005. 
 
Reference archivists from 
the Utah State Archives, li-
brarians from the Utah 
State Historical Society, 
and volunteers from the 
Family History Library all 
were on hand in the Utah 
History Research Center on 
Saturday, August 20, to as-
sist people with genealogi-
cal research. The occasion 
was Ferragosto 2005, Salt 
Lake City’s third annual 
Italian Cultural Street Fair. 
Many fairgoers took advan-
tage of the opportunity to 
use the combined resources 
of the State Archives and 
State Historical Society and 
the expertise of skilled re-
searchers to assist them in 
furthering their family his-
tory pursuits. The Historical 
Society also hosted various 
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presentations about the 
history of Italians in Utah 
at the historic Rio Grande 
Depot. Ferragosto 2005 
was organized by the Ital-
ian Center of the West. 
Other fair events were held 
on Rio Grande Street and 
Pioneer Park in Salt Lake 
City. 
 
Reference supervisor Alan 
Barnett was recognized as 
the Utah State Archives’s 
“employee of the year” 
September 7 at the annual 
Department of Administra-
tive Services (DAS) awards 
presentation and picnic. 
The DAS quality service 
awards are presented to 
those “displaying a com-
mitment to quality cus-
tomer service, creativity in 
identifying problems and 
solutions, and dedication to 
efficiency in government.” 
Alan has been with the ar-
chives since September 
2003. Alan’s award was 
presented by Patricia 
Smith-Mansfield, director of 
the Division of Archives, 
who complimented his work 
in coordinating the opening 
of the new Utah History Re-
search Center with the 
Utah State Historical Soci-

ety. Alan, working in part-
nership with Terry Ellis of 
Salt Lake County Records 
Management and Archives, 
presented a workshop on 
“Research Opportunities in 
State and Local Records” 
during the Federation of 
Genealogical Societies Con-
ference in Salt Lake City, 
September 10. Approxi-
mately 130 attended the 
session. 
 
A strong contingent of em-
ployees representing the 
Utah State Archives at-
tended the Conference of 
Inter-Mountain Archivists’ 
Utah fall caucus meeting in 
Salt Lake City, September 
15. The meeting was held 
in conjunction with the 
Utah State Historical Soci-
ety’s annual meeting, Sep-
tember 15–17. Alan Barnett 
and Stuart Preece partici-
pated in a panel discussion 
on “Construction and Mov-
ing Archives.” James Kichas 
served on the program 
committee and introduced 
panelists. Two employees 
made presentations at the 
annual meeting September 
16. Rosemary Cundiff dis-
played “Images of the This-
tle Disaster” from the Utah 
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Department of Transporta-
tion Official photographs 
series. Patricia Lyn Scott’s 
presentation was titled, “In 
the Interest of Women: The 
Women’s Board and West-
minster College, 1902–
2005.” 
 
Two archivists from the 
Utah State Archives ad-
dressed members of the 
Southwestern Association 
of Forensic Document Ex-
aminers (SWAFDE) seminar 
on October 16. Patricia 
Smith-Mansfield, state ar-
chivist, and Brandon 
Metcalf, processing and 
reference archivist, ex-
plained how historic records 
are processed and outline 
routine preservation meas-
ures. SWAFDE also hosted 
an all-day seminar entitled 
“The Hands of Hofmann: 
Motive for Murder,” an in-
depth analysis of the 
crimes of Mark Hofmann, 
on October 15. The meet-
ings were organized by 
George J. Throckmorton 
(forensic documents exam-
iner, director of the Salt 
Lake Police Department 
Crime Lab). 
 

ARTIST DONATES “TARTAN 
STONES”, ARCHIVES  

OBSERVES ANNIVERSARY 
 
    Frank Maurer, a stone 
carver from California, do-
nated a pair of "Tartan 
stones" hand carved from 
native granite featuring 
Utah's state symbols to the 
Utah State Archives on Au-
gust 2. Mr. Maurer previ-
ously made presentations 
to state archives in Califor-
nia, Washington, Oregon, 
and Nevada, and visited 
Wyoming following his Utah 
stop. Coincidentally, the 
date of Maurer’s visit to 
Salt Lake City was the one-
year anniversary of the 
date the archives staff be-
gan moving into the new 
State Archives building ad-
jacent to the historic Rio 
Grande Depot. Archives 
staff members planned a 
ceremony encompassing 
both events. During his 
Utah stay, Maurer also vis-
ited students at Magna 
Elementary School in 
Magna and demonstrated 
his stone carving technique 
dressed in a Scottish kilt. 
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GRAMA TASK FORCE 
EXAMINES RECORDS 

ISSUES 
 
The 2005 Legislature cre-
ated the Government Re-
cords Access and Manage-
ment Act Task Force to re-
view GRAMA and, in accor-
dance with HB 75, make 
recommendations concern-
ing various electronic re-
cords issues (i.e., manipu-
lation of data, market 
based fees), personal data, 
and other identified issues. 
The joint Task Force is co-
chaired by Representative 
Douglas C. Aagard (Kays-
ville) and Senator David L. 
Thomas (South Weber) and 
is required to submit a final 
report in November. It has 
already held meetings in 
May, June, July, Septem-
ber, and October and has 
taken public testimony on a 
various issues. Other meet-
ing has been scheduled for 
November 8. Information 
on the Task Force, includ-
ing its agenda, background 
materials, and minutes, is 
available on the legislative 
website:  
http://le.utah.gov/asp/inter
im/Commit.asp?Year=2005
&Com=TSKGRA. 

 
 

NEVADA NEWS 

NEVADA’S HERITAGE HALL 
OF FAME 

The Nevada State Archives 
and Records Programs rec-
ognized the contribution of 
former Department of Cul-
tural Affairs Director and 
State Librarian Joan Ker-
schner-Tinker, along with 
the late R. Jackson Arm-
strong-Ingram, former Ar-
chives and Records Admin-
istrator for the City of Hen-
derson, by inducting them 
into the State Archives and 
Records Heritage Hall of 
Fame on Wednesday, June 
1st in the Koontz-Cahlan 
Research Room of the Ne-
vada State Library and Ar-
chives Building. 

“Every two years since 
1997, the State Archives 
and Records Programs 
honor its champions by 
adding their pictures to the 
Heritage Hall of Fame,” As-
sistant Administrator for 
Archives and Records Guy 
Louis Rocha said. 
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“These are people who 
have taken steps to help 
preserve Nevada’s docu-
mentary heritage by going 
above and beyond ordinary 
measures.” 

Tinker was Assistant State 
Librarian when the State 
Archives Division became 
part of the State Library in 
1979. Throughout her ca-
reer as State Librarian, Ne-
vada State Library and Ar-
chives Administrator, and 
as the first Director of the 
Department of Cultural Af-
fairs, Tinker actively sup-
ported and promoted the 
archives and records pro-
grams. Her efforts helped 
bring the State Records 
Management Program into 
the department in 1983, in-
crease the visibility of the 
archives and records pro-
grams by changing the 
name of the state library to 
Nevada State Library and 
Archives in 1985, and to 
make Nevada the first state 
in the country to have a 
statutorily created State 
Historical Record Advisory 
Board. 

When steering the planning 
and design of the new 

State Library and Archives 
building, completed late in 
1992, Tinker kept pushing 
for the inclusion of a con-
servation lab for papers 
and books. As the first di-
rector of the Department of 
Museums, Library and Arts, 
later Cultural Affairs, she 
brought the State Micro-
graphics program into the 
department and encour-
aged expansion of the pro-
gram to include digital im-
aging.   

R. Jackson Armstrong-
Ingram came to Nevada in 
1997 to work on a special 
project for the State Ar-
chives. During his time in 
Nevada, he did much to 
raise the level of visibility 
for the importance of ar-
chives. 

He wrote the first histories 
of agencies such as the Ne-
vada State Children’s Home 
and Department of Human 
Resources, tracing their 
origins and development 
over time and providing in-
formation about the conti-
nuity of their programs.  

In 1999, he became the 
first electronic records ar-
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chivist and later the first 
archives and records ad-
ministrator for the City of 
Henderson. After moving to 
Alaska to serve as State 
Archivist, he returned to 
Nevada to work as a con-
sultant on several archival 
and history projects in 
southern Nevada and Cali-
fornia. During this time, he 
wrote guidelines for the 
Nevada State Library and 
Archives’ digital imaging 
projects and worked on a 
pictorial history of Hender-
son for the city’s 50th anni-
versary.  He passed away 
October 21, 2004. 

Armstrong-Ingram’s contri-
bution to Nevada was also 
commemorated by one of a 
series of tartan stones that 
were presented to the Ne-
vada State Archives imme-
diately following the Heri-
tage Hall of Fame cere-
mony. The tartan stones 
were created using ancient 
Pictish techniques by Cali-
fornia stone carver Frank 
Maurer and include five 
stones collected from 
southern Nevada and the 
Carson City area, featuring 
pictures of Nevada’s official 
symbols.  

Maurer has previously pre-
sented tartan stones to the 
State Archives of California, 
Oregon and Washington. 

PUBLIC RECORDS SEMINAR 

SHRAB member and Dep-
uty Attorney General Jim 
Smith, State Archives Man-
ager Jeffrey M. Kintop and 
State Records Manager Teri 
Mark taught an open meet-
ing law and public records 
seminar on June 28th at the 
Peppermill Hotel and Casino 
in Reno, Nevada.  The 
seminar targets state and 
local government attorneys 
and members of state and 
local boards, commissions 
and advisory committees.  
It is offered for continuing 
education credit through 
Lorma Educational Services 
of Wausau, Wisconsin.  The 
seminar includes discus-
sions on records manage-
ment including electronic 
records, the importance of 
archival records as evi-
dence in court cases and 
records as a risk manage-
ment issue. 

It has become an increas-
ingly popular seminar for 
its intended audience and is 
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taught once or twice a year 
depending on demand. 

STATE ARCHIVIST 
ATTENDS MEETING ON 

RECORDS OF CONGRESS 

“State Archivist Guy Rocha 
attended his first meeting 
of the Advisory Committee 
on the Records of Congress 
on June 13 at the U.S. 
Capitol.  It was also the 
first meeting for Archivist of 
the United States, Allen 
Weinstein, and the new 
Historian of the House, 
Robert Remini.  Before the 
meeting, Weinstein pre-
sented Rocha with a fac-
simile petition from the Na-
tional Archives related to 
Native American Activist 
Sarah Winnemucca efforts 
to protect the Northern 
Paiute people.  The petition 
was transmitted to Senate 
Minority Leader Harry Reid.  
Nevada’s Sarah Winne-
mucca statue in Statuary 
Hall was dedicated in the 
U.S. Capitol Rotunda on 
March 9.” 

Jeffrey M. Kintop 
State Archives Manager 
Nevada State Library and 
Archives 

 
 

LAS VEGAS CENTENNIAL 
EXHIBIT 

 
UNLV Libraries launches 
"Before Gaming: Celebrat-
ing Las Vegas' Centennial 
1905-2005" 
 
The UNLV Libraries has de-
signed a concise collection 
of digital photographs that 
feature some of the earliest 
pictures available of Las 
Vegas. Many of these 37 
photographs are from the 
private collections of fami-
lies who arrived in Las Ve-
gas around the time its in-
corporation in 1905: Helen 
Stewart, Walter Bracken, 
William Ferron, Ed Von To-
bel, and Fred and Maurine 
Wilson. A short narrative is 
provided to assist in brows-
ing the collection, and/or 
the digital exhibit can be 
searched by prearranged 
topics. The collection can 
be accessed at 
http://www.library.unlv.ed
u/centennial, and is de-
signed to supplement the 
Early Las Vegas project at 
http://www.library.unlv.ed
u/early_las_vegas/index.ht
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ml. Questions and com-
ments can be sent to Dr. 
Peter Michel, Director, Spe-
cial Collections at 
peter.michel@unlv.edu. 
 
Brad Eden 
 

NEW EXHBIT IN 
UNIVERSITY OF NEVADA-

RENO SPECIAL 
COLLECTIONS 

 

 
Barbara Vucanovich and Patty Caffer-
ata greet their guests in the exhibit 
area of Special Collections. 
 
“Public Lives in Personal 
Papers: Barbara Vucano-
vich, Nevada’s First Woman 
in Congress” is the title of 
the new exhibit, now avail-
able for viewing in the Uni-
versity of Nevada, Reno 
University Library’s Special 
Collections Department.  
This extensive exhibit high-
lights the professional life 
of Barbara Vucanovich who, 
at age 61, was elected to 
the U. S. House of Repre-

sentatives for seven terms, 
beginning in 1982 when 
Nevada’s second Congres-
sional seat was created.  
She served until her re-
tirement at the end of 
1996.  The exhibit was de-
signed and assembled by 
Jacque Sundstrand, the de-
partment’s Manuscript and 
Archives Librarian. 
 

 
Jacque Sundstrand greets guests of 
honor Barbara Vucanovich (right), her 
daughter Patty Cafferata, and Patty’s 
husband Dr. Treat Cafferata, at the 
Special Collections Dept. doorway. 

 
This exhibit is presented in 
conjunction with the publi-
cation Vucanovich’s autobi-
ography, Barbara Vucano-
vich: From Nevada to Con-
gress, and Back Again, 
published by University of 
Nevada Press. Her co-
author and daughter, Patty 
Cafferata, the first woman 
elected as Nevada’s State 
Treasurer, assisted in the 
project.   
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Both women had previously 
deposited their personal 
papers with the Special 
Collections Department, 
and the exhibit draws upon 
these extensive materials, 
photographs and artifacts 
to tell the story of Vucano-
vich’s political life.  
 
Vucanovich, a Republican, 
became active in Nevada 
politics soon after her arri-
val in Reno in 1949. Paul 
Laxalt hired her in 1964 to 
run his northern Nevada 
campaign headquarters 
during his unsuccessful bid 
for Howard Cannon's seat 
in the U.S. Senate. She 
also helped manage Lax-
alt's successful campaign 
for Nevada governor in 
1966 and for the U.S. Sen-
ate in 1974. After Laxalt's 
election to the Senate, Vu-
canovich managed his Reno 
office until her own entry 
into election politics. 
 
Vucanovich knew and 
worked with President 
Ronald Reagan, Vice-
President and later Presi-
dent George Bush, as well 
as leaders in both congres-
sional parties.  She was an 

advocate for Nevada issues 
and a breast cancer survi-
vor who worked tirelessly 
on cancer issues.  Reno’s U. 
S. Post Office on Vassar 
Street was dedicated to her 
after she retired. 
 
The exhibit can be viewed 
in the Special Collections 
Department (Getchell Li-
brary, rm. 291) during 
open hours: Monday-Friday 
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sat-
urdays from 1 to 5 p.m. 

Jacque Sundstrand 

 

IDAHO NEWS 
 

ISU DIGITAL EXHIBIT 
 
The Idaho State University 
Library’s Special Collections 
Department has received 
an Idaho Humanities Coun-
cil grant to facilitate the 
creation of a regional digital 
project.  Entitled Bannock 
County Images, the project 
is a cooperative effort in-
volving ISU, the Bannock 
County Historical Museum 
in Pocatello, and the South 
Bannock Historical Center 
in Lava Hot Springs.  The 
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project is planned as a pre-
cursor to an eventual 
statewide effort at creating 
an Idaho-based digital pro-
ject describing the history 
of the state. 
 

 
 
 
Karen Kearns 
Head, Special Collections 
Idaho State University 

 

ARIZONA NEWS 
 

ARIZONA HISTORICAL 
FOUNDATION STAFF 

NOTES 
 

Susan Irwin, Assistant Di-
rector of the Arizona His-
torical Foundation, recently 
passed the Archivist Certifi-

cation Examination and was 
elected as Vice-chair of the 
Archival Educators Round-
table, while Linda Whitaker, 
Chief Archivist of the Ari-
zona Historical Foundation, 
was elected to serve on the 
Steering Committee for the 
Congressional Papers 
Roundtable. Any CIMA 
members interested in ar-
chival education or political 
papers are encouraged to 
contact Susan Irwin at:  
(susan.irwin@ahfweb.org) 
or Linda Whittaker at:  
(linda.whitaker@ahfweb.or
g). They would be happy to 
serve as mentors and re-
sources for the CIMA mem-
bership on these issues."  
 
Linda Whittaker 
 
 

TWO WOMEN ON A  
MISSION 

 
Providing reference for the 
Goldwater papers is always 
an adventure, partly be-
cause the collection is a 
work in progress and partly 
because the material cov-
ers such a wide range of 
topics. Recently, I had the 
privilege of working with 
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two retired women colonels 
who were on a three-year, 
self-funded odyssey to se-
cure full officer and veteran 
benefits for women pilots 
who served in WWII.  We 
protect researcher privacy 
but their story was so com-
pelling that we asked per-
mission to share their story 
with you. 
 

 
L-R: Linda Whitaker, Col. Pat Jernigan, 

Col. Claire Archambault 
 
During World War II, 1078 
women were selected as 
the first women in history 
trained to fly American mili-
tary aircraft.  These unsung 
heroes became the Women 
Airforce Service Pilots or 
WASP.  There is a fine web-
site detailing their history 
and contributions to the 
war effort at 
http://www.wasp-wwii.org/ 
About 500 WASP remain 
without benefits commen-

surate with other pilots who 
served during that era, 
such as burial at Arlington 
National Cemetery.  It took 
over 30 years of persistent 
lobbying for the WASP to 
be granted veteran status.  
Since then, the issue of 
their veteran status of 
“enlisted” vs. “officer” has 
been debated in congress 
with marginal success.  En-
ter Senator Barry M. Gold-
water and Representative 
Sonny Montgomery. 
 
Senator Goldwater was in-
strumental in gaining WASP 
veterans' status in 1977 
(PL 95-202).  Up until that 
time, WASP could not re-
ceive VA medical care or 
benefits.  In 1981, Con-
gressman GV ("Sonny") 
Montgomery held hearings 
concerning the effects (or 
lack there of) of the public 
law.  According to our re-
searchers, the law repre-
sented several years of ef-
fort by Senator Goldwater 
and the WASP.  The effects 
of the law were, however, 
minimal as the recognition 
achieved was given only 
grudgingly and reluctantly, 
often after prolonged ef-
forts by individual WASP.  
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Currently, the WASP and 
their advocates are seeking 
full officer status for the 
500 surviving women pilots 
who served their county in 
WWII. 
 
Given the topic and the fact 
that more congressional 
legislation may be needed, 
we connected Cols. 
Jernigan and Archambault 
with Earl and Judy Eisen-
hower.  From all reports, 
the meeting was lively and 
productive.  Both research-
ers left with more informa-
tion than they thought pos-
sible.  We now await the 
fruits of their efforts and 
wish them all the best as 
they work their way across 
the various repositories to-
wards their ultimate goal of 
winning full recognition for 
WASP. 
 
 

NEW MEXICO NEWS 
 
[Editor’s note: this item 
does not come from any 
CIMA member in New Mex-
ico—the editor’s home 
state, in the interest of full 
disclosure—but it does have 
to do with archives!] 

 
In a copyrighted article 
dated November 27, 2005, 
the Washington Post re-
ported on the Church of 
Scientology archives, lo-
cated in northern New Mex-
ico, about 2½ hours east of 
Santa Fe.  The location is 
marked by huge circles and 
diamonds etched into the 
desert, which point to an 
underground tunnel con-
taining the writings of Sci-
entology founder L. Ron 
Hubbard.  The markings 
were carved into the desert 
“so loyal staff members 
know where they can find 
the founder’s works when 
they travel here in the fu-
ture from other places in 
the universe.”  And unlike 
problems with time cap-
sules that modern archi-
vists encounter, future 
travelers who open the Sci-
entology archives will find 
steel-lined tunnels, contain-
ing Hubbard’s writings 
etched onto stainless steel 
plates, stored in blast-
resistant titanium boxes, 
which are “playable on a 
solar-powered turntable.”  
No matter what anyone 
might think of Scientology, 
as archivists we can’t help 
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but admire their commit-
ment to preservation! 
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