
Enriching the 

Archives 

Experience: 2012 

SSA-CIMA Joint 

Annual Meeting  
 
The Society of Southwest 

Archivists (SSA) and the 

Conference of Inter-Mountain 

Archivists (CIMA) will host a 

joint Annual Meeting on May 23

-26 in Mesa, Arizona at the 

Phoenix Marriott Mesa Hotel. 

When not attending sessions, 

you can enjoy the sun by the 

hotel pool, or check out the 

many entertaining and 

conveniently located attractions 

highlighted for you by the local 

arrangements committee. (See 

flyer included in your 

registration packet for details.) 

 

Conference Sessions 
The meeting sessions cover a 

wide range of timely topics 

including leadership, 

preservation of digital material, 

institutional repositories, 

collaborations and consortiums 

(including the role of regional 

archival associations), and MPLP. 

Attendees will have an 

opportunity to exchange ideas 

with new professionals by 

attending a graduate student 
poster session.  Stay tuned for 

more information regarding 

preconference workshops on 

Wednesday, May 23. 

Keynote Speaker 
Dr. Matthew Whitaker, founder 

of the Arizona State University 

Center for the Study of Race 

and Democracy, will give the 

annual meeting’s plenary 

address Thursday, May 24 from 

8AM-9:30AM. A frequent NPR 

and PBS contributor, Dr. 

Whitaker focuses primarily on 

African-American and civil rights 
history in the United States. Dr. 

Whitaker’s article "Shooting 

Down Racism: Lincoln and 

Eleanor Ragsdale and  

Pre-Conference Workshop 

CIMA is sponsoring a Paper 

Preservation Issues and 

Conservation Techniques pre-

conference workshop at the 

annual meeting in Phoenix on 

May 23 from 1-5 p.m.  The 

instructor is Michael Fraizer. 

Preservation planning and 

conservation techniques for 

paper documents and published 

pages will be discussed in this 

fast paced 4-hour lecture. With 

a focus on archival and 

manuscript materials, your 

instructor will discuss paper 

making history, archival storage, 

temperature and relative 

humidity, and other issues. 

Demonstrations will include 

paper cleaning and mending, 

paper humidification and 

flattening, de-acidification, 

backing with paper, and 

encapsulation. If time allows, we 

will address case-specific issues; 

so participants are encouraged 

to bring sample items with them 

for discussion and evaluation. 
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Calendar 
   
Exhibitions, lectures, 

conferences, and more! Got an 

event you’d like to list here? 

Email ericaolsen@earthlink.net. 

The next CIMA calendar will 

feature July-September 2012 

events. 

 

 

May 23-26 
Conference: CIMA/SSA Joint 

Meeting 
Phoenix: Marriott Phoenix 

Mesa Hotel 
Info: cimarchivists.org/

conferences 
southwestarchivists.org/

annualmeeting.html  

 

 

ARIZONA 

April 18-21 
Conference: Arizona History 

Convention 

Phoenix 

Info: www.arizonahistory.org 
This year’s conference is an 

Arizona centennial celebration. 

 

through May 30 
Exhibition: Becoming Arizona: 

The Valentine State 
Tucson: University of Arizona 

Library, Special Collections 
Info: 

speccoll.library.arizona.edu 
On February 14, 1912, Arizona 
became the 48th state, and the 

last of the contiguous states, to 

join the Union. Known as the 

―Valentine State,‖ Arizona’s 

path to statehood was marked 

by a pioneering spirit, 

intermittent achievement, and 

political debate. This exhibition 

recreates the colorful story of 

Arizona’s path to statehood. 

 

through September 4 
Exhibition: The Amazing Kolb 

Brothers: A Grand Life at Grand 

Canyon 
Grand Canyon National Park, 

South Rim, Historic Kolb 

Studio 
Info: www.grandcanyon.org/

kolb/currentexhibit.asp 
The Kolb brothers arrived at 

the South Rim in the dawning 

years of the 20th century, long 

before the Grand Canyon was 

designated a national park. 

Stories of their adventures, 

their family, and their enduring 

photography business on the 

rim are told for the first time in 

exhibit form and displayed in 

their historic studio. Presented 

by the Grand Canyon 

Association, Northern Arizona 

University’s Cline Library 

Special Collections and 

Archives, and Grand Canyon 

National Park.  

 

 

IDAHO 

 

through April 6 
Exhibition: Courage, Confidence 

and Character: A History of Girl 

Scouting in Southern Idaho 
Boise: Idaho State Historical 

Museum 

Info: www.history.idaho.gov 
This small-scale exhibit tells the 

story of camping, travel, service 

projects, and a wide variety of 
skill building activities 

experienced by Girl Scouts for 

more than 90 years. Historic 

memorabilia and photos 

document how the 

contributions of volunteers 

have helped thousands of Idaho 

girls build confidence and 

character.  

 

Oct 3-5 
Idaho Library Association 

Annual Conference 

Pocatello 

Info: www.idaholibraries.org 

 

 

NEVADA 

 

through April 20 
Exhibition: Where the Sage 

Meets the Sky: Great Basin 

Landscapes 

Reno: University of Nevada, 

Special Collections and 

University Archives 
Info: knowledgecenter.unr.edu/

materials/specoll 
Through the use of maps, 

photographs, films, letters, and 

writings from Special 

Collections, the exhibition 

presents views of Nevada’s 

past still relevant to today’s 

understanding of our extreme, 

yet beautiful land.  

 

through July 1 
Exhibition: Art, Science, and the 

Arc of Inquiry:  The Evolution of 

the Nevada Museum of Art 
Reno: Nevada Museum of Art, 

Wayne and Miriam Prim 

Theater Lobby 

Info: www.nevadaart.org 
Organized on the occasion of 

the Nevada Museum of Art’s 

80th anniversary in 2011, this 

special exhibition celebrates 

the institution’s early founders, 

Dr. James Church, Charles 

Cutts, and volunteer members 

of the Latimer Art Club. The 

exhibition is comprised of 
archival materials, including 

photographs, newspaper 

articles, and artworks, from the 

Museum’s Collection and the 

University of Nevada, Reno 

Special Collections. 

 

October 3 
Conference: Nevada Fall 

Caucus 

Las Vegas 

Info: cimarchivists.org 
CIMA will sponsor two half-day 

NLA pre-conference 

workshops: An Introduction to 

Archives, and Preservation 

Issues for Collecting 

Institutions. Details to be 

announced. 

 

October 4-6 
Conference: Nevada Library 

Association 

Las Vegas 

Info: www.nevadalibraries.org 

 

CIMA Calendar 

provides a  

state-to-state 

look at coming 

events. 
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NEW MEXICO 

 

April 11-13 
Conference: New Mexico 

Library Association  

Las Cruces 
Info: nmla.org/annual-

conference 

 

April 12-14 
Conference: Southwest Oral 

History Association 

Albuquerque 

Info: southwestoralhistory.org 

 

May 3-5 

Conference: Statehood History  

Santa Fe 

Info: www.hsnm.org 
Presented by the Historical 

Society of New Mexico and the 

New Mexico History Museum/

Palace of the Governors, this 

centennial version of the 

society’s annual conference 

includes a special treat: A 

daylong free symposium, open 

to the public, plus free 

admission to the History 

Museum on May 3. The 

conference will be May 4 and 5 

at the Santa Fe Convention and 

Visitors Center.  

 

through May 4 
Exhibition: Between the Lines: 

Culture and Cartography on the 

Road to Statehood 
Santa Fe: Governor’s Gallery, 

State Capitol 
Info: 

www.nmhistorymuseum.org/

calendar.php 
The exhibition, part of the 

state’s 2012 centennial 
celebration, explores how 

cartographers interpreted New 

Mexico’s land, its physical and 

political boundaries, and the 

cultural minglings of Native, 

Spanish, Mexican, and 

American people. 

 

May 18-November 4 
Exhibition: Native American 

Portraits: Points of Inquiry 

Santa Fe: New Mexico History 

Museum 
Info: 

www.nmhistorymuseum.org/

calendar.php? 
Featuring some of the most 

beautiful and elegant portraits 

in the collections of the Palace 

of the Governors Photo 

Archives. More than 50 images 

will be on display in this salon-

style exhibition in the History 

Museum’s Mezzanine Gallery. 

The images document changing 

perceptions of Native peoples 

over a span of almost 100 

years. 

 

 

UTAH 

 

March 5-April 27 
Exhibition: Brave Cowboy: An 

Edward Abbey Retrospective 
Salt Lake City: University of 

Utah, Marriott Library, Level 4,  

Special Collections Gallery 
Info: www.lib.utah.edu/info/

news.php 
The exhibition highlights the 

work of Edward Abbey, author 

of The Monkey Wrench Gang 

and many other works. The 

Special Collections Department 

of the Marriott Library 

thanks Eric Hvolboll for his 

generous donation of his 

collection of Edward Abbey’s 

writings.  

 

April 15, 3 pm 
Lecture: Friends of the 

Marriott Library Lecture 
Salt Lake City: University of 

Utah, Marriott Library, Gould 

Auditorium 
Info: www.lib.utah.edu/info/

news.php 
Roy Webb, Marriott Library’s 

Multimedia Curator, will speak 

about his latest book. Lost 

Canyons of the Green River: The 

Story before Flaming Gorge Dam, 

chronicles the history that is 

most closely linked to the river 

and its bottomlands.  

 

April 25-27 
Conference: Utah Library 

Association Centennial 

Conference 

Salt Lake City 

Info: www.ula.org 

 

through June 29 
Exhibition: The Life and Legacy 

of the King James Bible 
Provo: BYU, Lee Library, Level 

1, Special Collections  
Info: lib.byu.edu/exhibits/

kingjamesbible 
The year 2011 marked the 

400th anniversary of the first 

printing of the King James Bible. 

The L. Tom Perry Special 

Collections have gathered 
books that influenced the 

creation of the King James 

Bible as well as books 

influenced by the Bible. An 

original copy from the second 

printing is the centerpiece of 

the exhibition.  

 

September 20-23 
Conference: 60th Annual Utah 

State History Conference 

Salt Lake City 
Info: history.utah.gov/

historical_society 

 

October 3-6 
Conference: American 

Association for State and Local 

History  

Salt Lake City 
Info: www.aaslh.org/

am2012.htm 

 

 

2013 Conference 
Please plan on joining us in May 

2013 in Salt Lake City, Utah, as 

CIMA celebrates its 40th 

anniversary.  This will be a joint 

conference with Society of 

Rocky Mountain Archivists.  

Watch for more details to 

follow. 

Regional Happenings 

Plan now for 

the 2013 

conference in 

Salt Lake City 
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Scholarships 
The Conference of Inter-

Mountain Archivists (CIMA) 

has two available scholarships 

for this year’s Spring Meeting in 

Phoenix, Arizona on May 23-

26, 2012. Applicants must be 

employed in the CIMA region 

(AZ, UT, NV, ID, WY, NM), or 

be enrolled as a student in a 

program that includes library 

classes, archival classes, or a 

related discipline. More 

information about the 

scholarship program, including 

application guidelines, is 

available on the Scholarship 

page. Applications must be 

received by April 30, 2012. 

 

 

Notes from Boise 

State University 
Retirements 

Alan Virta retired on October 

28 after nearly 24 years of 

service as the Head of the 

Special Collections Department 

at Boise State University. Alan 

was very active in CIMA during 

his time at BSU, serving as 

president from 1992-1993, 

serving on the Council from 

1989-1992 and 2000-2002, and 

serving on CIMA's Awards 

Committee for many years. He 

also played a very active role as 

part of the local arrangements 
committee for CIMA's annual 

conference in Boise in May 

2011. 

New Staff 

There have been 2 staffing 

changes in our department of 4 

people in the last few months. 

A national search was 

conducted to fill the vacant 

archivist/librarian position in 

summer/fall 2011, and Kent 

Randell started in this position 

in November 2011. His work 

will focus on the manuscripts 

collections in the department, 

and he will also serve as library 

liaison to the university's 

history department. Prior to 

coming to BSU, Kent was the 

archivist for the Finnish 

American Historical Archive 

and Museum at Finlandia 

University in Hancock, 
Michigan. He received his 

Master of Science in 

Information, Archives and 

Records Management degree 

from the University of 

Michigan, School of 

Information. 

After Alan's retirement, a 

national search was conducted 

for a new Head, and Cheryl 

Oestreicher will begin in the 

position in May 2012. Cheryl 

comes to us from the Auburn 

Avenue Research Library on 

African American Culture and 

History at Emory University in 

Atlanta, Georgia, where she 

currently serves as Project 

Archivist. Cheryl holds a 

Doctor of Philosophy in 

Modern History and Literature 

and a Master of Philosophy in 

Modern History and Literature 

from Drew University. She 

received her Master of Library 

and Information Science degree 

from the College of Saint 

Catherine/Dominican 

University. 

 

Collections in ScholarWorks 

Content from the University 

Archives began being added to 

the university's institutional 

repository, ScholarWorks, in 

January 2011. The first 

materials added were those 

heavily used by classes, 

particularly the Kinesiology 101 

course offered each semester 
that includes a project 

researching the history of 

athletics for a particular decade 

of the university's history. 

University catalogs, books on 

the history of the university 

and its athletics programs, 

student handbooks, and 

university annual reports are 

some of the more popular 

content that has been added. 

Special Collections also 

recently completed digitization 

of the BSU student newspapers 

from 1933-2007. The microfilm 

format of the newspapers was 

outsourced for digitization and 
then added to ScholarWorks. 

This project took over a year 

to finish and has greatly 

increased accessibility to the 

newspapers. The content on 

ScholarWorks can be viewed at  

http://

scholarworks.boisestate.edu/

uni_docs/ 

Collections in CONTENTdm 

Two new additions to BSU's 

collections on CONTENTdm 

are the Lyman Wilbur 

Afghanistan Collection and the 

Peter Beemer Manuscript 

Collection. The Wilbur 

Collection features images 

from Wilbur’s time in 

Afghanistan in the 1950s. 

Wilbur served as vice-president 

of the Morrison-Knudson 

Company, an international 

engineering and construction 

firm based in Boise. The 

company worked with the 

Royal Government of 

Afghanistan to design and build 

dams and canals in the 

Helmand River Valley. The 

collection of color slides and 

diary entries was donated to 

Special Collections as part of 

the personal papers of Lyman 

Wilbur. 

The Beemer Collection 

features an Idaho music 

manuscript recorded in a 

canvas-covered notebook. The 

1862 manuscript, the oldest 

known music manuscript in the 
state, was created in the gold-

mining town of Warren by 

Peter Beemer, who led a small 

dance orchestra. The 

manuscript includes 124 

instrumental tunes that are 

searchable in the collection. 

CIMA 

Scholarships 

available for 

the annual 

meeting in 

Phoenix 
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Videos of musicians performing 

pieces from the manuscript are 

also featured. 

The collections can be viewed 

at 

http://digital.boisestate.edu/ 

Julia Stringfellow, Archivist/

Librarian, Boise State 

University 

 

 

 

News from New 

Mexico State 

University 

 
Charles Stanford, the 

Processing Archivist in charge 

of the Rio Grande Historical 

Collections at the NMSU 

Library, will leave that position 

in May 2012 and move to 

southeastern Idaho. 

 

He hopes to leave behind 

completed finding aids for two 

important collections: 

 

The Elephant Butte Irrigation 

District records (Ms 0235), 

extending over 200 linear feet, 

have taken three and a half 

years to process, with the help 

of students Katelyn Attanasio 

and Cynthia Renteria, and staff 

specialists Rick Hendricks and 

Jennifer Chavez.  They form a 

valuable document of the 

history of water development 

and agriculture in the Mesilla 

Valley from 1905 to the 1970s, 

and the collection housed at 

NMSU will continue to grow as 

the district sends more of their 

records over.  They and 

Stanford have worked to not 

only make this "elephantine" 
collection accessible to 

researchers, but to lay a 

foundation for smoothly 

integrating future 

accessions.  To do this they 

have gone about the 

description of the series and 

containers differently than the 

usual practice here.  Simplicity 

of description is impossible for 

a collection of this size, but 

they hope that the complexity 

of the final finding aid will be a 

useful one rather than a 

confusing one. 
 

The Amador family papers (Ms 

0004) come from one of Las 

Cruces' most prominent 

families in the late 19th and 

early 20th centuries.  Martin 

Amador, Refugio Ruiz de 

Amador, and their eight 

children managed numerous 

businesses extending from 

Chihuahua to Santa Fe, and as 

an upper middle class family, 

were well-educated and widely 

traveled.  They also saved just 

about every scrap of paper 

they got, and the result is a rich 

document of American and 

Mexican commerce, social life 

and politics during the Gilded 

Age and Progressive 

Era.  Although the Amador 

family papers and a large 

quantity of trade catalogs were 

one of the first manuscript 

collections in the RGHC, they 

were aware of a large backlog 

of periodicals and advertising 

ephemera, which they have 

been processing over the past 

year with help from Terry 

Reynolds, the former curator 

of the NMSU Museum, and 

student volunteer Misty 

Bargman.  The newly processed 

material will greatly enrich the 

collection. 

 

In Idaho Stanford plans on 

pursuing freelance work in 

archives and local and family 
history, and in continuing his 

involvement with CIMA. 

 

Updates from the 

University of 

Nevada Las Vegas 

 
“Dreaming the Skyline: 

Resort Architecture and 

the New Urban Space”  
Latest digital project from 

UNLV Libraries 

By Peter Michel 
Director, UNLV Special 

Collections 

 
“Passing through Las Vegas is 

Route 91, the archetype of the 

commercial strip, the 

phenomenon at its purest and 

most intense. We believe a 

careful documentation and 

analysis of its physical form is as 

important to architects and 

urbanists today as were the 

studies of medieval Europe and 

ancient Rome and Greece to 

earlier generations. Such a study 

will help to define a new type of 

urban form emerging in America 

and Europe, radically different 

from that we have known; one 

that we have been ill-equipped to 

deal with and that, from 

ignorance, we define today as 

urban sprawl. Robert Venturi, 

Denise Scott Brown, Steven 

Izenour, Learning from Las 

Vegas, 1972 

 
“Long after Las Vegas’ influence 

as a gambling heaven has gone, 

Las Vegas’ forms and symbols will 

be influencing American life. That 

fantastic skyline! Las Vegas’ neon 

sculpture, its fantastic fifteen- 
story-high display signs, parabolas, 

boomerangs, rhomboids, 

trapezoids, and all the rest of it, 

are already the staple design of 

the American landscape outside 

the oldest parts of the oldest 

cities.  They are all over every 

suburb, every subdivision, every 

highway . . . they are the new 

landmarks of America, the new 

guide posts, the new way 

Boise State Continued 

“Long after Las 

Vegas’ influence 

as a gambling 

heaven has 

gone, Las Vegas’ 

forms and 

symbols will be 

influencing 

American life.” 
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Americans get their bearings.” 

 
Tom Wolfe, ―Las Vegas 

(What?) Las Vegas (Can’t Hear 

you! Too Noisy) Las Vegas!!!‖ 

Esquire Magazine 1964, 

reprinted in The Kandy-Kolored 

Tangerine-Flake Streamline Baby 

1965Calendar 

  
From the El Rancho to 

CityCenter, the Las Vegas Strip 

with its mega-resort hotel/

casinos has developed a 

distinctive architectural style 

and type, which has now been 

copied and exported to other 

gaming and resort cities 

throughout the world. Not 

only has this architecture 

transformed the physical 

environment of Las Vegas, it 

has become a leit-motif for 

postmodern architecture. 

Aesthetically eclectic it has 

become a hallmark of the 

themed amusement park that 

characterizes new urban 

entertainment and recreational 

centers. It also constitutes the 

architectural landmarks of 

Nevada’s urban and resort 

centers from Laughlin to Reno 

and Tahoe, and to Atlantic 

City. The architectural record 

of the development of resort 

hotels constitutes an important 

record of urban design and 

development, and as such is a 

rich resource for students of 
architecture and urban design 

from around the world. 

―Dreaming the Skyline: Resort 

Architecture and the New 

Urban Space‖ will present 

online the records and 

representations of the buildings 

that define our urban landscape 

in Las Vegas and Nevada. These 

collections, housed in UNLV 

Libraries, Special Collections 

are voluminous, often fragile 

and difficult to access, but are 

increasingly important to a user 

group that is now international 

in scope. These architectural 

records include complete sets 

of architectural drawings and 

sketches, from concept to 

construction, marketing and 

presentation portfolios, artists 

renderings, photographs, job 

files, and technical 

specifications. These collections 

include the lifework of Martin 

Stern, who designed the 

original Las Vegas and Reno 
MGM Grand, Harrah’s in 

Tahoe, Reno, and Las Vegas, 

the Sahara in Las Vegas, Tahoe, 

and Atlantic City,  Harvey’s in 

Tahoe, the Las Vegas Hilton 

International, as well as the first 

wave of high-rise room towers 

on the strip: the Stardust, 

Sahara, Riviera, Sands, and 

downtown, the Fremont and 

Mint. It can be said that it was 

Martin Stern who truly 

transformed the architectural 

landscape of Las Vegas, Tahoe 

Reno, and Atlantic City, who 

raised the skyline and took the 

low-slung sprawling strip motel, 

with its two-story room wings 

around a pool, to the imposing 

high-rise hotel that now 

characterizes the Strip. As the 

premier designer of mega-

resort hotels, conceived as self-

contained mini-cities, Stern was 

the master of integrating all the 

complex functions of the 

modern resort hotel from 

parking and landscaping to 

showrooms, convention space 

and restaurants. He 

understood the economics of 

luxury suites and casinos and 

what colors to put near which 

bank of slot machines. His 

design and renovation of 

casinos have made his plans the 

subject of interest for students 

of how interior space of hotel 

casinos has evolved from the 

earliest highway motel-with-
nightclub settings to the 

modern themed hotel. And he 

transported his designs to 

other places. He was the most 

prolific architect in Reno/Lake 

Tahoe and Atlantic City and 

designed resorts in Hawaii and 

Japan. An important 

complementary collection 

which this project will draw 

from is the corporate archives 

of the Young Electric Sign 

Company (YESCO), which 

transformed commercial signs 

into an urban art form that has 

come to define the Nevada 

nightscape. The lights of 
YESCO's signs are a landmark 

unto themselves, objects of 

historical preservation. They 

have assumed an architectural 

dimension that often overawed 

the buildings behind them.  

 
For more information email 

Peter Michel: 

peter.michel@unlv.edu 

 
University Archives 

Outreach 

By Tom Sommer, 

UNLV, University Archivist 

 
University Archivist Tom 

Sommer took part in local 

outreach for UNLV Special 

Collections during the month 

of March.  Tom provided 
Nevada, Las Vegas, and 

University Archives history to 

third graders at the Vanderburg 

Elementary School in 

Henderson, NV.  It was a 

wonderful opportunity for local 

elementary school students to 

learn more about the Hoover 

Dam, Rat Pack, and UNLV 

sports.   Tom included a 

discussion on the digital 

collection ―Southern Nevada: 

The Boomtown Years‖   as 

part of his presentation, which 

includes teaching resources for 

K-12.  For more information 

on this digital collection please 

go to http://

digital.library.unlv.edu/

boomtown/.    – Tom Sommer, 

University of Nevada, Las 

Vegas, 

thomas.sommer@unlv.edu 
 

UNLV continued on page  10 
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For those that don't 

typically pore over the 

CIMA Council minutes, I 

would like to take a 

moment to review some of 

the work that has been 

going on over the past few 

months. During that time 

we have been primarily 

focused on providing 

continuing education 

opportunities, as well as 

working on administrative 

and organizational concerns. 

The ultimate goal of both 

efforts has been to improve 

services to our members.  
The last few months have 

been conference planning 

season, as we prepare for a 

couple of upcoming events. 

Our annual meetings 

provide a great chance for 

networking and training in 

our region. In May we will 

be joining with the Society 

of Southwest Archivists to 

hold our annual meeting in 

Mesa, Arizona. I would like 

to thank the members of 

the Program Committee 

and Local Arrangements for 

all their work putting 

together what looks to be a 

wonderful conference. We 

have also been working to 

finalize agreements for a 

joint conference with the 

Society of Rocky Mountain 

Archivists, to be held in 

spring 2013 in Salt Lake 

City. 
In addition to conference 

education sessions, we have 

also worked to increase the 

availability of training events 

in the area. With the help of 

the Society of American 

Archivists and various 

institutions within the CIMA 

region, we will be hosting 

three workshops in the 

Digital Archives Specialist 

program in Utah in 2012. 

This includes workshops on 

Basic Electronic Records, 

Digital Curation, and 

Preserving Digital Archives. 

For those pursuing the SAA 

certification program, there 

will be an additional 

workshop on Legal Issues in 

Digital Archives held as a 

preconference at the 

upcoming meeting in Mesa. 
While perhaps not as 

exciting as our educational 

work, we have also devoted 

significant time to revising 

internal procedures in order 

to strengthen the CIMA 

committee structure. An ad 

hoc committee of CIMA 

Council was charged with 

revising our procedures 

manual, with the goal of 

clarifying the roles and 

responsibilities of our 

standing committees and 

officers. The approved 

version of these procedures 

is now available on the 

CIMA website on the 

Officers page. We hope that 

by having a detailed set of 

guidelines for CIMA's 

leadership, we will be able 

to provide services to our 

members more effectively 

and consistently. Developing 

the manual led us to 

recommend some changes 

to the bylaws, as distributed 

in the recent newsletter 

supplemental. 
Another project critical to 

the organizational health of 

CIMA has been work to 

renew our non-profit status 

with the Internal Revenue 

Service. Last year we 

received notice that due to 

a change in the law our 

status had been revoked, 

and that we would need to 

reapply. This has turned out 

to be a complex process, 

and one that has forced us 

to propose some additional 

changes to our bylaws. 

These were also included in 

the supplemental issue, and 

focused on financial 

considerations in managing 

the organization.  
Through all of these 

projects we have sought to 

reinforce our institutional 

foundations to ensure 

strong future growth. I hope 

you will support us in 

making these organizational 

changes, and welcome the 

chance to discuss any 

concerns at the business 

meeting at the annual 

meeting. I hope that you will 

be able to join us there as 

well for the programming, 

workshops, and other 

events. I look forward to 

seeing you there. 
-Cory Nimer, CIMA 

President, 2011-2012 

SAA Digital 

Archives Specialist 

The following classes for the 

new DAS certificate will be 

offered this spring and summer. 

Basic Electronic Records 

Salt Lake City, Utah May 14 

Legal Issues in Digital Archives 

Phoenix, Arizona May 23. 

Digital Curation: Creating an 

Environment for Success 

Provo, Utah June 15 

President’s Message 

“We will be 

hosting three 

workshops in 

the Digital 

Archives 

Specialist 

program in 

Utah in 2012.” 
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CIMA Candidates 

and Biographies 

 
In the supplementary issue of 
the Newsletter published in 

March the slate of CIMA 

candidates for 2012 was 

published. This article provides 

biographical information on 

each candidate.. Look for 

further information about 

voting on the CIMA website. 

President: 

Joyce Moore—UNLV 
Joyce Moore has been with 

UNLV since March 2001.  

She attended the university as a 

student from 1991 thru 1996, 

and served as President of the 

Graduate Students’ 

Association.   

She has sat on various search 

committees, and took part 

in a two-year oral 

history project titled "Women 

in Gaming and Entertainment."  

 

Moore has served as State 

Chair, as well as Southern 

Chair, for the Nevada 

Women's History Project.  

In this capacity, Moore 

advocated for a statue of Sarah 

Winnemucca to be erected, to 

represent the state of Nevada 

in the National Statuary Hall 

Collection, in Washington, 

D.C.  This project came to 

fruition in 2005. 

 

She is involved with the Oral 

History Research Center in 

doing interviews of early Las 

Vegans.  

In 2000, she directed and 

conducted the interviews for a 

video,  
"The First Ladies of Nevada: 

1959 to 1999," which included 

interviews with seven former 

governor's wives. 

 

Moore served on CIMA 

Council from 2004-2006. 

She has also served as 

President of the Southwest 

Oral History Association from 

2007 to 2008. 
Julia Stringfellow—Boise 

State University 
Julia Stringfellow is an archivist/

librarian at Boise State 

University in Boise, Idaho, and 

has been in this position since 

July 2010. She presented at the 

annual CIMA conference in 

May 2011 and assisted with 

local arrangements for the 

meeting, and she will present 

again at this year's conference. 

She has been a member of 

CIMA since Fall 2010, a 

member of the Society of 

American Archivists since 
2002, and became a C.A. 

(certified archivist) in 2011. 

Julia has done volunteer work 

at the Idaho State Archives and 

currently serves on the Events 

Planning Committee for 

Preservation Idaho. She looks 

forward to continuing to 

present at future CIMA 

meetings and being active with 

the organization. 

Treasurer: 
Jim Kichas—Utah State 

Archives 
Jim Kichas is a processing and 

reference archivist for the Utah 

State Archives.  Originally hired 

in December 2002, shortly 

after graduating from the 

University of Utah with a 

Bachelor of Science degree in 

Anthropology, Jim spent his 

first seven months with the 

archives processing the records 

of former Utah governors 

Herbert Maw and Scott 

Matheson. Over the last nine 

years Jim has processed a wide 

variety of records in the Utah 

State Archives collection, 

helped administer an NHPRC 

grant focused on bringing 

physical and intellectual control 

over Utah's historic court 

records, and 

provided  reference assistance 

to the public in the Utah 

History Research Center. Jim 

has also served as the State 

Archives representative on the 

Utah Manuscripts Committee 

since May 2010.  In the fall of 

2010 Jim began work on a 

master’s degree in 

Environmental Humanities at 

the University of Utah. His 

masters’ project work 

is focused on a set of records 
held by the State Archives 

related to the MX Missile 

System, and is scheduled for 

completion in fall 2012 . 

Council Members: 
Jamie Weeks—Weber 

State University 
Jamie J Weeks is Associate 

Curator of University Archives 

and Digital Collections, Weber 

State University, Stewart 

Library.  Weeks has a 

Bachelor’s Degree in History, 

Master’s of Library Science, 

CAS in Archival 

Administration, and GAC in 

Advanced Management in 

Libraries and Information 

Agencies. She has worked at 

the Stewart Library for 10 

years and been a member of 

CIMA since 2003.  She is  

looking forward to working 

more closely with members of 

the CIMA community, along 

with contributing and serving 

on the CIMA Council.  
Ryan K. Lee—LDS Church 

History 
Born and raised in Payson, 

Utah, Ryan K. Lee received his 

education from Utah State 

University, where he earned a 

BA in American Studies in 

2002.  While a student at USU, 

Ryan began his interest in 

archives  as a student worker 

in the USU Special Collections 

and Archives, working primarily 

for Bob Parson and Dan 

Davis.  It was because of his 

experience at USU that he 

decided to choose a career as 

an archivist.  After graduating 

from USU, Ryan traveled to the 

Midwest to pursue a graduate 

degree at Indiana University, 

Read the 

biographies of 

current CIMA 

candidates 
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where he received his MLS 

with a specialization in 

archives and records 

management in 2006. Upon 

graduation from IU, he was 

hired as Assistant Archivist in 

the Indiana University 

Archives, where he 

supervised the processing of 

several large collections and 
architectural records, and 

some digitizing and EAD 

projects. In 2008, Ryan was 

hired on at the LDS Church 

History Department as 

Metadata Specialist, where he 

was tasked primarily with 

migrating catalog data from an 

in-house built cataloging 

system to an off-the-shelf 

product that follows national 

library cataloging standards 

more closely.  He was also 

involved in the development 

of a software tool for creating 

EAD finding aids for archival 

collections in the LDS Church 

History Library. In late 2009, 

Ryan moved into his current 

position as Corporate 

Records Archivist at the LDS 

Church History Library, 

where he is primarily over 

cataloging Church corporate 

records and archival 

audiovisual materials.  He is 

also involved in efforts of 

preserving digital records 

from Church departments 

and areas, and digitizing the 

Church History Library 

audiovisual collection.  
Walter Jones—University 

of Utah 
Walter Jones is  the Assistant 

to the Associate Dean for 

Special Collections at the 

University of Utah’s J. Willard 

Marriott Library.  He has a 

MLIS from Brigham Young 

University and an MA in 

history from the University of 

Utah.  He has been a librarian 

at the University of Utah since 

1982.  He was president of 

CIMA in 2005-06  and CIMA’s 

treasurer since 2007.  His 

publications include A History of 

the Sand Bar (1981 and 

currently being re-edited), 

which is about Casper, 

Wyoming, red-light district, 

Derricks and Determination: Oil 

Exploration in a Portion of 

Southwestern Wyoming, 1847-

1982 (2005), and A Window to 
the World: The First 100 Years of 

the Natrona County Public 

Library.  In addition, he assisted 

in the creation and editing of a 

collection of archivists’ 

accounts of moving their 

collection called Moving 

Archives (2002).   Currently he 

teaches a class called American 

Civilization at Salt Lake 

Community College and a 

Vietnam War history class at 

the University of Utah.  He 

lives in Salt Lake City with his 

wife Helen who has published a 

number of short stories and 

poems in journals such as 

Sunstone and Dialogue: 

Journal of Mormon Thought, 

and books such as A Believing 

People: Literature of the 

Latter-day Saints (1974), The 

Way We Live: Stories by 

Utah Women (1994), and 

Dispensation: Latter-day 

Fiction (2010).  
  

Changes in 

Personnel at 

Nevada State 

Library and 

Archives 
 
Cynthia Laframboise joined the 

Nevada State Library and 

Archives on February 6, 
2012.  Ms. Laframboise 

previously held the position of 

State Records Manager for 15 

years at the Kansas State 

Historical Society.   She had 

over 20 years of experience as 

a public servant for the state of 

Kansas.  Ms. Laframboise 

earned a Master of  

 

Cynthia 

Laframboise 

joins Nevada 

State Library 

and Archives 

and Susan 

Search retires. 
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Arts in Historical Administration 

and Museum Studies from the 

University of Kansas.  She was 

an active member of the 

Midwest Archives Conference 

and served as local 

arrangements co-chair for the 

2007 NAGARA annual 

conference in Kansas 

City.  While Ms. Laframboise 

misses her family back in Kansas, 

she is excited to be once again a 

Westerner.  Her email address 

is claframboise@admin.nv.gov.  
 
Susan Search, Archivist II, will be 

retiring May 4, 2012.  Susan 

joined the NSLA in February of 

2000.  Prior to her arrival in 

Carson City, she worked 

in  Special Collections at UNR 

from 1987-2000 and prior to 

that, she served as Archivist for 

the Center for Sacramento 

History for 13 years.  Susan and 

her husband volunteered for the 

Peace Corps in 1971 and 1972 

and were assigned to work in 

Venezuela, where their son 

Aaron was born.  She is an avid 

quilter, novice knitter, loves to 

read and cook.  She loves 

Nevada and she will be sorely 

missed at NSLA.  
 

Karen Kearns 

Passes Away 

 
Karen Kearns, the head of  

Idaho State University’s 

Archives, passed away on March 

21 after a battle to recover from 

a heart attack and anoxic brain 

injury. 

 
Karen served as the secretary of 

CIMA for two years and was a 

welcome addition at 

organization meetings.  

 
Karen was survived by a 

daughter. 

mailto:claframboise@admin.nv.gov


 

National Preservation 

Week 

By Michael Frazier 
UNLV, Book & Paper 

Conservator 

 
In celebration of National 

Preservation Week (April 22-

28), the Preservation Lab at 

UNLV’s Special Collections will 

be hosting an Open House on 

April 28, 2012.  This 2-hour 

program will begin at 1:00 pm, 

and it will focus on activities in 

the preservation program, as 

well as Special Collections and 

Digital Collections.  Speaking at 

this event will be Peter Michel, 

Director of Special Collections; 

Cory Lambert, Director of 

Digital Collections; and Michael 

Frazier, Book and Paper 

Conservator.  The Open 

House is free and open to the 

public. 

 
National Preservation Week is 

sponsored and recognized by 

SAA, the American Library 

Association, the Library of 

Congress, the Institute of 

Museum and Library Services, 

and many other cultural 

heritage organizations.  It is a 

national campaign to help raise 

awareness about collecting and 

preservation, to connect the 

general public to preservation 

information and expertise, and 

to emphasize the close 

relationships among personal, 

family, community, and public 

collections and their 

preservation.  Plan to attend an 

event near you. 

 
For more information email 

Michael Frazier: 

michael.frazier@unlv.edu  

 

 

Shake, Rattle & Roll: 
Stories of the Nevada Test 

Site Wives  

By Barbara Tabach 
UNLV, Center for Oral 

History 

 
We love a good story and 

believe that everyone has one. 

However, when we (the UNLV 

Center for Oral History) met 

with a group of women who 

were the wives of scientists at 

the Nevada Test Site, we were 

immediately intrigued.  
When they described their 

lives we fondly knew we 

wanted to call this segment of 

the Boyer Early Las Vegas 

Project ―Shake, Rattle and Roll‖ 

as a fun way to honor the work 

their husbands did and the 

support they offered them at 

home. The women describe 

the signal that indicated that 

their husbands would be home 

for dinner that night: an 

underground bomb test would 

cause a chandelier to sway or 

the pool water to slosh.  
These are the tales of young 

women, dutiful wives and 

mothers, moving to the Mojave 

Desert for their husbands’ job. 

Most thought it would be a 

short stint and the next 

assignment would take them to 

another exciting destination. 

Instead, 40 – 50 years later, 

they love calling Las Vegas 

home.  
Their stories take us from the 

early boom of the 1960s – no 

pun intended—through raising 

children in Las Vegas during 

that era to retiring and thriving 
in our community today. So far, 

our narrators include Mary 

Shaw, Jo Mueller, Jan Kennedy, 

and Shirley Mudra.  
We’re looking for additional 

narrators to build this 

perspective further. Please 

contact Barbara Tabach or 

Claytee White at (702) 895-

2222. Or 

claytee.white@unlv.edu. 

“These are the 

tales of young 

women, dutiful 

wives and 

mothers, 

moving to the 

Mojave Desert 

for their 

husband’s job.” 
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CIMA Nevada 

Archives Caucus 
Wednesday, October 3, 2012 

 
CIMA, in conjunction with the 

Nevada Library Association 

(NLA), is sponsoring a 

meeting of the Nevada 

Archives Caucus slated on 
Wednesday, October 3, 2012.  

This meeting will be listed as a 

pre-conference activity of the 

Nevada Library Association 

annual conference (Oct. 3-6), 

being held at the West Sahara 

Branch Library, in Las Vegas, 

Nevada.   

 
The morning of October 3 

will kickoff with Peter Michel 

from UNLV, conducting his 4-

hour workshop, An 

Introduction to Archives.  

This training session will be 
geared toward non-

professional and non-

traditional archivists. 

 
At noon, the Nevada Archives 

Caucus will gather for a 

working luncheon meeting.  

The meeting will be held in 

the Opus Room of the West 

Sahara Library.  This meeting 

will be conducted by incoming 

CIMA president, Sarah 

Langsdon, Weber State 

University. 
 

After lunch, Michael Frazier 

will be offering a 4-hour 

workshop and lecture; 

Preservation Issues for 

Collecting Institutions.   

 
The workshops will be $10.00 

each for CIMA members, and 

the working luncheon will be 

free.  The workshops and the 

luncheon will be listed as 

stand-alone events, so 

participants are not obligated 

to stay the entire day.  More 

information on registration 

will be provided in the next 

CIMA Newsletter. 

 

 

Caption describing 
picture or graphic.  

mailto:claytee.white@unlv.edu


May 18-November 4 
Exhibition: Native American 

Portraits: Points of Inquiry 
Santa Fe: New Mexico History 

Museum 
Info: 

www.nmhistorymuseum.org/

calendar.php? 
Featuring some of the most 

beautiful and elegant portraits 

in the collections of the Palace 

of the Governors Photo 

Archives. More than 50 images 

will be on display in this salon-

style exhibition in the History 

Museum’s Mezzanine Gallery. 

The images document changing 

perceptions of Native peoples 

over a span of almost 100 

years. 

 

 

UTAH 

 

March 5-April 27 
Exhibition: Brave Cowboy: An 

Edward Abbey Retrospective 
Salt Lake City: University of 

Utah, Marriott Library, Level 4,  

Special Collections Gallery 
Info: www.lib.utah.edu/info/

news.php 
The exhibition highlights the 

work of Edward Abbey, author 

of The Monkey Wrench Gang 

and many other works. The 

Special Collections Department 
of the Marriott Library 

thanks Eric Hvolboll for his 

generous donation of his 

collection of Edward Abbey’s 

writings.  

 

April 15, 3 pm 
Lecture: Friends of the 

Marriott Library Lecture 
Salt Lake City: University of 

Utah, Marriott Library, Gould 

Auditorium 
Info: www.lib.utah.edu/info/

news.php 
Roy Webb, Marriott Library’s 

Multimedia Curator, will speak 

about his latest book. Lost 

Canyons of the Green River: The 

ost closely linked to the river  

 

“Don’t forget to 

renew your 

CIMA 

membership.” 
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 c/o Doug Kupel 

Conference Treasurer 

P.O. Box 878  

Phoenix, AZ  85001-0878 

 

Local attractions 
The greater Phoenix 

metropolitan area boasts many 

cultural and recreational 

activities that are enjoyable for 

all ages, and offers everything 

from museums to golf courses 
to amusement parks. Papago 

Park is home to the Arizona 

Historical Society, the Desert 

Botanical Gardens, and the 

Phoenix Zoo. Downtown 

Phoenix features the Heard 

Museum, the Phoenix Art 

Museum, and Arizona’s major 

league baseball team the 

Arizona Diamondbacks. For 

those bringing their families (or 

those who are just kids at 

heart) the Arizona Museum for 

Youth and Mesa Golfland 

Sunsplash offer water rides, 

mini-golf, go carts, and much 

more. You can always extend 

your Arizona stay and visit one 

of the many National Parks or 

Monuments in the state! 

 

Australian 

Archives loses 

Materials 

In December 2011 the 

Australian National Archives 

was forced to admit, after 

inquiries from the media, that 

they indeed have lost at least 

748 historic items from their 

collection.  This announcement 

in turn created a short lived 

national media firestorm.  The 

missing items included 

documents, government files, 

letters, recordings, and 

photographs from Australia’s 

history, dating back more than 

150 years. 

Continued on page 13 

Southwest Oral 

History 

Association 

Conference  
 
April 12 – 14, 2012  

By Barbara Tabach, 

UNLV, Center for Oral 

History 
 

The 2012 Southwest Oral 

History Association (SOHA)

Conference will be held April 

12-14 in Albuquerque, NM.  

 

Past-president and longtime 

member Claytee White 

(UNLV) takes an active role in 
the organization. White and 

Barbara Tabach will conduct a 

day-long workshop, 

Introduction to Oral History. 

The workshop is useful in 

preserving the history of small 

community organizations or for 

tackling complex research 

questions. The workshop 

covers basics for project 

planning, interviewing 

techniques, and much more.  

Claytee White will also be a 

panel member for Voices of the 

John S. Park Neighborhood: a 

Community Oral History 

Project, where she will present 

a paper, ―John S. Park and the 

Gaming Industry.‖ 

 

Membership 

Committee Report 
 

Don’t forget to renew your 

CIMA membership before the 

2012 conference.  If you have 

any new employees or co-

workers, please encourage 

them to join CIMA as well.  

CIMA offers training and 

networking with fellow 

archivists in the Inter-mountain 

region.   

Treasurer’s 

Report 

Walter Jones reports the 

following facts about the 

treasury: 

Checking 

account:  $1,923.02  (We 

still owe $250.00 for SAA 

guest at CIMA/SRMA 

Conference in Phoenix) 

Savings account:  $9,134.74 
Steve Woods Scholarship 

account:  $2,971.89 
Western Archives Journal 

account:  $7,077.50 

 
As of March 30, 2012, we  

have 62 CIMA members, 15 

being life-time members. 

 

Annual  Meeting from 

page 1 
Reception  
The SSA-CIMA annual 

meeting reception will be at 

the Mesa Arts Center on 

Thursday, May 24, 2012, from 

6-8 pm. Ample delicious hors 

d’ouvres and dessert will be 

served, and there will be a 

cash bar. 

 

Registration 
To register for the 2012 SSA-

CIMA Joint Annual Meeting 

please print and complete the 

registration form found on 

the SSA annual meeting 

webpage http://

southwestarchivists.org/

annualmeeting.html. Early bird 

registration fees are only 

$135. After May 4th the 

registration fee increases to 

$160.  

 
Mail the completed form and 

a check made out to SSA/

CIMA Joint Conference 2012 

to: 

  

http://southwestarchivists.org/annualmeeting.html
http://southwestarchivists.org/annualmeeting.html
http://southwestarchivists.org/annualmeeting.html


National Archives Releases 

1940 Census 

Washington, D.C. . . Ever 

wondered where your family 

lived before WWII;  whether 

they owned their home; if they 

ever attended high school or 

college; if they were born in 

the United States, and if not, 

where?  Unlocking family 

mysteries and filling in the 

blanks about family lore 

became much easier earlier this 

month with the release of the 

1940 census by the National 

Archives and Records 

Administration.  By law the 

information on individuals in 

the decennial censuses, which 

is mandated by the U.S. 

Constitution, is locked away 

for 72 years.   

In a 9 a.m. ceremony ion April 

2, 2012 n the William G. 

McGowan Theater, Archivist of 

the United States David S. 

Ferriero declared the 1940 

census officially open. This is 

the 16th decennial census, 

marking the 150th anniversary 

of the census.  Performing the 

first search, Mr. Ferriero said, 

―It is very exciting for families 

across America to have access 

to this wealth of material about 

the 1930s.  Many of us will be 

discovering relatives and older 

family members that we didn’t 

know we had, picking up 

threads of information that we 

thought were lost, and opening 

a window into the past that 

until now has been obscured. 

We now have access to a 

street-level view of a country in 

the grips of a depression and 

on the brink of global war.‖ 

Dr. Robert Groves, Director of 

the U.S. Census Bureau, added: 

―Releasing census records is an 

odd event for us; we spend all 

our lives keeping the data we 

collect confidential. However, 

once every 10 years, we work 

with the National Archives and 

Records Administration to 

release 72-year-old census 

records that illuminate our 

past. We know how valuable 

these records are to 

genealogists and think of their 

release as another way to serve 

the American public.‖ 

For the first time, the National 

Archives is releasing an official 

decennial census online. The 

3.9 million images constitute 

the largest collection of digital 

information ever released by 

the National Archives.   
The free official website 

http://1940census.archives.g

ov/, hosted by 

Archives.com, includes a 

database of Americans living 

within the existing 48 states 

and 6 territories on April 2, 

1940.   

―There is a great synergy 

between the National 

Archives and Archives.com 

stemming stemming from 

our passion to bring history 

online,‖ said John 

Spottiswood, Vice 

President, Business 

Development,  

“It is very exciting for families across 

America to have access to the wealth of 

material about the 1930s.” 
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Archives.com.  He 

continued, ―It has been a 

tremendous opportunity 

to work with the National 

Archives to bring the 

1940 census to millions of 

people, the most 

anticipated record 

collection in a decade. In a 

short period, we’ve built a 

robust website that allows 

people to browse, share, 

print, and download 

census images. We 

encourage all to visit 

1940census.archives.gov 

to get started on their 

family history!‖ 

The census database 

released in April includes 

an index searchable at the 

enumeration district 

level.  An enumeration 

district is an area that a 

census taker could cover in 

two weeks in an urban area 

and one month in a rural 

area. 

To make the search for 

information easier, the 

National Archives has joined 

a consortium of groups to 

create a name-based 

index.  Leading this effort, 

FamilySearch is recruiting as 

many as 300,000 volunteers 

to enter names into a central 

database.  

Questions asked in the 1940 

census, which reflect the 

dislocation of the Great 

Depression of the 1930s,  

http://1940census.archives.gov/
http://1940census.archives.gov/


will yield important information 

not only for family historians 

and genealogists, but also for 

demographers and social and 

economic historians.  We learn 

not only if a family owned or 

rented their home, but the 

value of their home or their 

monthly rent.  We can find lists 
of persons living in the home at 

the time of the census, their 

names, ages and relationship to 

the head of household.  For the 

first time the census asked 

where a family was living five 

years earlier: on April 1, 

1935.  This information might 

offer clues to migration 

patterns caused by the Dust 

Bowl and the Great 

Depression.  For the first time 

in the census, a question 

relating to wages and salary 

was asked. Persons 14 years 

old and over were asked 

questions regarding their 

employment status:  Were they 

working for pay or profit in 

private or nonemergency 

government work during the 

week of March 24–March 30, 

1940?  Were they seeking 

work? How many hours did 

they work during the last week 

of March? How many weeks 

did they work in 1939?  What 

was their occupation and in 

what industry? 

 
Australian Archives 

continued 
According to news stories, the 

missing files included a 1956 

report on nuclear weapons and 

uranium.  Also missing were 

rare photographs of the 1902 

proclamation by King Edward 

VII, empowering the Duke of 

York to open the first 

Australian parliament in 

Melbourne.   Political and 

cultural commentators were 
outraged, driving the 

controversy.  
This announcement was 

prompted, when reporters 

discovered the existence of a 

register for lost items.  In 

turn, this database was 

obtained under the country’s 

freedom of information laws.  

The register revealed the 

missing items were from the 

national archival storage 

facilities in Canberra, Sydney, 
and Melbourne, which hold 

85% of its 39 million records.   
It was revealed that details 

and descriptions of many 

missing files were also lost, 

during data transfers, from 

previous databases of lost 

items. 
The real sin committed by the 

National Archives was not 

that they lost items.  In fact, 

the lost items accounted for 

less than a fraction of 1% of 

the overall collection, and 

these losses were spread out 
over two decades.  In fact, 

these numbers would not be 

unusual in any archival 

collection…a fact that was 

entirely missed by 

commentators and news 

reports. 

When the news story broke, 

the National Archives’ 

leadership felt compelled to 

go on Australia’s talk shows 

and other news programs, to 

defend themselves from a 

public relations nightmare.  

Unfortunately, this was during 

a period right before 

Christmas…normally a slow 

news cycle.  As a result the 

story received more attention 

than it might have at other 

times.. 

National Archives of Australia 

assistant director-general Len 

Marsden defended the 

institution, by listing the range 

of policies and procedures 
that it has in place for 

managing the records it holds.  

best distributed to the public  

Granted, the archival 

profession doesn’t receive 

much media attention.  So, 

it’s understandable that an 

administrator’s first instinct 

would be to jump on an 

opportunity to appear on 

television…especially when 

the national media shows the 

least bit of interest.  But, by 

doing so, they drove the 

controversy out of 

proportion. 

Other missing items included 

the personal papers of prime-

minister Gough Whitlam 

from a visit to Mexico in 

1973; two files on the HMAS 

Yarra, which was sunk by a 

Japanese warship in 1942; as 

well as a report called 

“Behavior of Troops on 

Transport Returning to 

Australia‖ from World War I 

and dated 1919. 

 
Australian National University 

senior history research fellow 

Nicholas Brown defended the 

National Archives by 

attempting to focus blame on 

the public, researchers, and 

other departments for the 

losses.  He tried to focus the 

attention of the controversy 

on the Archives’ limited 

resources and small budgets.  

 
Blogs and social networks 

contain endless 
commentaries on how the 

missing items are the work of 

nefarious government agents.  

According to them, the real 

reason the records went 

missing, is because someone 

wanted the records to be 

missing. This could fuel 

conspiracy theories for years 

to come. 

 

“The register 

revealed the 

missing items 

were from the 

national 

archival storage 

facilities.” 
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Editor’s Note: 

Welcome to a new edition of the CIMA Newsletter. I am trying a few new things, but am 

very open to suggestions from the membership. The newsletter will focus on news from 

around the region. I appreciate all of those who have contributed to this edition. Great 

articles about various institutions in our region are included as a result. I want to especially 

thank Erica Olsen for coming up with the idea for a regional calendar and then compiling it 

for inclusion in the newsletter. A special thanks also goes to Michael Frazier for soliciting 

the majority of the Nevada articles. He also made me aware of the national and 

international highlights that are included in this issue. But there are many institutions where 

members of our organization work which are not included. I know that fascinating things 

are happening where you are. Please send news about your events to me at 

kristi_young@byu.edu and I’ll make sure that you are included in our next issue. Please also 

send comments and suggestions. I want to hear from you. 

   Kristi Young 

   Brigham Young University 

CIMA NEWSLETTER 

Harold B Lee Library in room 

1130, this exhibition features 

an original copy of the King  

King James Bible 

400th Anniversary 

at Brigham Young 

University 

Much has been written in the 

scholarly and popular press 

about the creation of the King 

James Bible, its origins in earlier 
translations, the personalities 

who shaped its text, and the 

manner of its printing. On the 

occasion of the 400th 

anniversary of the Bible’s 

printing, the L. Tom Perry 

Special Collections have 

produced an exhibition of 

books  that influenced the King 

James Bible and some of the 

many books that have been 

influenced by it. 

Located on level 1 of the 

James Bible as its centerpiece. 

The public is invited and 

admission is free. The 

exhibition will run from August 

2011 through spring of 2012. 

To commemorate the 

bicentennial of the American 

Civil War, the L. Tom Perry 

Special Collections will mount 

a major exhibition that will 

open in September 2012.  The 

title of the exhibition is Voices 

of the Civil War:  Evidence and 

Artifacts.  All materials in the 

exhibition, including books, 

handwritten correspondence, 

photographs, pamphlets, post 

cards, lantern slides, and 

government documents, are 

drawn from Special 

Collections.  We invite 

everyone to come and view 

this exhibition . 

 

 

Organization 

Caption describing picture or 
graphic. 

cimarchivists.org 


