
Phoenix 2012 – 

Enriching the Archives Experience 

A Taste of Phoenix 

community.  *Note: CIMA 

President Sarah Langsdon will 

be attending the summit.+ 

(Continued on page 10) 

By Su Kim Chung 

After an energizing day of pre 

conferences on archive 

basics, digital archives, and 

paper conservation, the joint 

SSA/CIMA Conference began 

on Thursday morning with a 

lively plenary session that 

included speeches from both 

SAA President Gregor 

Trinkaus-Randall and keynote 

speaker Dr. Matthew 

Whitaker.  Trinkaus-Randall 

discussed a number of 

important issues facing 

archives today, emphasized 

the importance of the 

regional archive 

organizations, and stressed 

the need for their continued 

collaboration with SAA.  He 

also mentioned that SAA will 

be holding its first SAA/

Regional Summit at the 

Annual Meeting in August as 

a means to address many of 

the concerns that regionals 

have about working with SAA, 

and  work toward greater 

cooperation and 

collaboration in the archival 

Members of the Local 

Arrangements Committee included 

Linda Whitaker, Lori Sloat, Melanie 

Sturgeon, Laura Palma-Blandford, 

Libby Coyner, Wendy Goen, Doug 

Kupel, Joyce Martin, and Anna 

Uremovich.  

For those who were not able to 

attend CIMA in Phoenix and those 

who just would like to have their 

memories refreshed, this issue of 

the newsletter strives to re-create 

the experience. 

All of the CIMA members who 

presented were contacted and 

asked for a summary of their 

presentations. Accounts of those 

who responded are included in this 

issue. 

It’s been said that a picture is 

worth a thousand words. 

Throughout the issue photos taken 

by Michael Frazier appear. 
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This story can fit 100-150 words. 

The subject matter that appears in 

newsletters is virtually endless. You can 

include stories that focus on current 

technologies or innovations in your field. 

You may also want to note business or 

economic trends, or make predictions for 

your customers or clients. 

If the newsletter is distributed internally, 

you might comment upon new procedures 

or improvements to the business. Sales 

figures or earnings will show how your 

business is growing. 

Some newsletters include a column that is 

updated every issue, for instance, an 

advice column, a book review, a letter 

from the president, or an editorial. You can 

also profile new employees or top 

customers or vendors. 

Inside Story Headline 

This story can fit 75-125 words. 

Selecting pictures or graphics is an 

important part of adding content to your 

newsletter. 

Think about your article and ask yourself if 

the picture supports or enhances the 

message you’re trying to convey. Avoid 

selecting images that appear to be out of 

context. 

Microsoft Publisher includes thousands of 

clip art images from which you can choose 

and import into your newsletter. There are 

also several tools you can use to draw 

shapes and symbols. 

Once you have chosen an image, place it 

close to the article. Be sure to place the 

caption of the image near the image. 

CIMA Calendar 

Inside Story Headline 

“To catch the reader's attention, place an interesting sentence or quote from the 

story here.” 
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IDAHO 

 

through August 19  

Exhibition: Picturing Idaho 

Boise: Idaho State Historical Museum 

Info: www.history.idaho.gov 

The Idaho State Historical Society 
photograph collection contains over a 
million images. Visit the museum this 
summer and experience Idaho’s visual 
history through a selection of these 
extraordinary pictures dating from the 
territorial period to present day. A 
variety of subjects will be featured as 
well as cameras from the museum’s 
collection. 

 

through September 9 

Exhibition: Wicked Waters: Idaho’s 
Prohibition Era 

Boise: Idaho State Historical Museum 

Info: www.history.idaho.gov 

Prohibition is most often associated with 
bootlegging, but there was much more 
happening. In Idaho and all around the 
nation, modern ideas clashed with 
tradition. Wicked Waters explores topics 
ranging from immigration and suffrage to 
new music and fashion—with some 
moonshine on the side. This exhibit is 
located in the lower gallery of the 
museum. 

 

Oct 3-5 

Idaho Library Association Annual 
Conference 

Pocatello 

Info: www.idaholibraries.org 

  

Exhibitions, lectures, conferences, and 
more! Got an event you’d like to list 
here? Email ericaolsen@earthlink.net. 
The next CIMA calendar will feature 
October-December 2012 events. 

 

 

ARIZONA 

 

through September 4 

Exhibition: The Amazing Kolb Brothers: A 
Grand Life at Grand Canyon 

Grand Canyon National Park, South Rim, 
Historic Kolb Studio 

Info: www.grandcanyon.org/kolb/
currentexhibit.asp 

The Kolb brothers arrived at the South 
Rim in the dawning years of the 20th 
century, long before the Grand Canyon 
was designated a national park. Stories of 
their adventures, their family, and their 
enduring photography business on the 
rim are told for the first time in exhibit 
form and displayed in their historic 
studio. Presented by the Grand Canyon 
Association, Northern Arizona 
University’s Cline Library Special 
Collections and Archives, and Grand 
Canyon National Park.  

 

August 18-November 25 

Exhibition: Made in Arizona: Photographs 
from the Collection 

Tucson: Center for Creative Photography, 
University of Arizona 

Info: www.creativephotography.org/
exhibitions/upcoming.php 

To celebrate the Arizona Centennial, the 

Center for Creative Photography will 
present a selection created in the state 
during the 20th century. Encompassing a 
range of subjects and genres, the 
exhibition will highlight the diverse 
photographs produced in Arizona. Some 
of these artists spent time in the state 
because of great Arizona photographic 
institutions, including higher educational 
programs, Arizona Highways magazine, 
and the Center for Creative Photography 
itself. In addition to iconic views of iconic 
sites by photographic masters, this 
presentation will embrace the 
unexpected, and show the rich breadth 
and scope of the center’s fine print 
collection. 

 

through March 31, 2013 

Exhibition: through March 31, 2013 

Exhibition: Play Ball: The Cactus League 
Experience 

Tempe: Arizona Historical Society 
Museum at Papago Park 

Info: www.arizonahistoricalsociety.org 

A nostalgic look at the Cactus League 
story, this exhibition features photos and 
objects from your favorite teams and 
players that you won’t see anywhere else 
in America. The Arizona Historical Society 
Museum at Papago Park is the principal 
museum in the Phoenix metropolitan 
area covering the changes that have 
made Arizona what it is today. 
Concentrating on the twentieth and 
twenty-first centuries, the museum 
engages visitors on diverse topics such as 
World War II’s effects on Arizona, the rise 
of desert cities, Arizona pop culture and 
sports, and the state’s geology, among 
many others.  

 



 

 

 

 
NEVADA 

 

September 11-12 and 18-19 

Volunteer Training 

Carson City: Nevada State Museum 

Info: museums.nevadaculture.org  

“Most of our volunteers are seniors 
because they have the time and want to 
give back to the community,” says 
Deborah Stevenson, Curator of 
Education. “However, we’ve had some 
delightful teens working as tour guides 
also. In fact, one young man who started 
volunteering as a teen just entered 
graduate school and plans to specialize in 
Museum Education. Experience as a tour 
guide at NSM looks great on a resume. 
Volunteering helps young people develop 
confidence, skills in public speaking, and 
teamwork.” 

 

September 20-23 

Event: 41st Nevada Railway Symposium 

Ely: Nevada Northern Railway National 
Historic Landmark 

Info: www.nvrys.com 

 

October 3 

Conference: Nevada Fall Caucus 

Las Vegas 

Info: cimarchivists.org 

CIMA will sponsor two half-day NLA pre-
conference workshops: An Introduction 
to Archives; Preservation Issues for 
Collecting Institutions.  
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October 4-6 

Conference: Nevada Library Association 

Las Vegas 

Info: www.nevadalibraries.org 

 

 

NEW MEXICO 

 

August 17, noon-12:45 pm 

Lecture: The Search for Law and Order in 
the Lawless Frontier 

Santa Fe: New Mexico History Museum 

Info: www.nmhistorymuseum.org/
calendar.php? 

Join Robert J. Torrez for “The Struggle 
for Statehood: The Search for Law and 
Order along New Mexico's ‘Lawless 
Frontier,’” part of the 2012 Brainpower 
& Brownbags Lecture Series. A free 
event in the John Gaw Meem Room; 
enter through the Washington Avenue 
doors. Torrez served as New Mexico’s 
state historian from 1987 to 2000. His 
books include A History of New Mexico 
Since Statehood (University of New 
Mexico Press, 2011) and UFOs Over 
Galisteo and Other Stories of New 
Mexico’s History (University of New 
Mexico Press, 2004). 

 

through September 30 

Exhibition: Green Glass Morning: Dawn 
of the Atomic Age 

Albuquerque: National Museum of 
Nuclear Science & History  

Info: www.nuclearmuseum.org 

A new exhibit of 80 photographs, 
including both rarely seen images 
taken in 1945 at the Trinity Site 
near Socorro and images taken in 
2012 of the same locations. The 
unclassified photographs were 
given to the museum by 
personnel at White Sands 
National Monument (which now 
encompasses the Trinity Site), 
after being stored in obscurity for 
decades. The Trinity Site is open 
to the public twice a year on the 
first Saturday in April and in 
October. The Museum hosts a 
docent-led tour for these events. 
Glenn Fye, a photo archivist, took 
the recent images of the site 
during one of those days, 
presenting Trinity as it is seen 
today. 

 

through November 4 

Exhibition: Native American 
Portraits: Points of Inquiry 

Santa Fe: New Mexico History 
Museum 

Info: 
www.nmhistorymuseum.org/
calendar.php? 

Featuring some of the most 
beautiful and elegant portraits in 
the collections of the Palace of 
the Governors Photo Archives. 
More than 50 images will be on 
display in this salon-style 
exhibition in the History 
Museum’s Mezzanine Gallery. 
The images document changing 
perceptions of Native peoples 
over a span of almost 100 years. 
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includes pieces by Benjamin Franklin, 
Thomas Paine, William Pitt, and many 
more. Curator: Alison Conner. 

Aztec Museum, Aztec NM  

Animas Museum, Durango CO  

Aztec Museum, Aztec NM  

Aztec Ruins National Monument, Aztec 
NM  

Center of Southwest Studies, Durango CO  

Cortez Cultural Center, Cortez CO  

Crow Canyon Archaeological Center, 
Cortez CO  

Durango Arts Center, Durango CO  

Durango Discovery Museum, Durango CO  

Edge of the Cedars State Park Museum, 
Blanding UT  

Farmington Museum, Farmington NM  

Galloping Goose Historical Society 
Museum, Dolores CO  

Pine River Valley Heritage Museum, 
Bayfield CO  

Riverside Nature Center, Farmington NM 

Salmon Ruins Museum, Bloomfield NM  

Silverton Historical Society Museum, 
Silverton CO  

Southern Ute Cultural Center and 
Museum, Ignacio CO  

Telluride Historical Museum, Telluride CO  

 

FCMN institutions range from those that 
have existed since the turn of the last 
century to startups that showcase the 
latest technology, and include museums 
that are volunteer managed, rural 
community museums, and museums 
within other regional institutions.  

(Continued page 5) 

UTAH 

 

August 10-September 23  

Exhibition: Fighting Words: American 
Revolutionary War Pamphlets 

Salt Lake City: University of Utah, 
Marriott Library, Level 4,  

Special Collections Gallery 

Info: www.lib.utah.edu/info/news.php 

Before the first shots were fired at the 
battle of Lexington and Concord, 
American Colonists and British 
Imperialists had already begun to fight in 
print. Words could not win physical 
battles but they could fight on the 
ideological front. American and British 
pamphleteers struggled to determine the 
meaning of the revolution and what 
winning meant. Ultimately they would 
define what it meant to be an American. 
Fighting Words chronicles the pamphlet 
war from both sides of the Atlantic, and 

 

September 20-23 

Conference: 60th Annual Utah State 
History Conference 

Salt Lake City 

Info: history.utah.gov/historical_society 

 

October 3-6 

Conference: American Association for 
State and Local History  

Salt Lake City 

Info: www.aaslh.org/am2012.htm 

 

 

 Four Corners 
Museum Network 
Organized 
 

by Erica Olsen 

 

A new organization, the Four 
Corners Museum Network 
(FCMN), has been established to 
increase public awareness of the 
museums in the Four Corners 
region of Colorado, Utah, Arizona, 
and New Mexico. FCMN’s goals 
include promotion of its museum 
sites and programming across the 
region, as well as formal and 
informal exchange of expertise 
through member interaction and 
professional development 
opportunities. The organization 
also supports development of a 
collaborative environment for 
grants and other funding 
resources, exhibits, and learning. 

 

FCMN members came together 
out of a recognition that their 
institutions share a unique 
geographical location, serve much 
the same type of visitor, and 
preserve and interpret similar 
cultural aspects of the region. 
Located in an area that is far from 
state capitals and urban centers, 
they are committed to networking 
and supporting each other 
regionally. Participating 
institutions include: 



 

By Brad Cole 

The Jack London Society 11th Biennial 
Symposium will be held October 4-6, 
2012 in Logan, Utah.  Hosted by the 
University Libraries, Special Collections 
and Archives the event will include an 
exhibit from the Utah State University 
Jack London collection.  Registration 
information can be found at  

http://london.sonoma.edu/
Organizations/jl_society.html 

 

The exhibit opening will be Friday 
October 4th at 2 p.m. in the Merill-Cazier 
Library.  

Four Corners Museum Network  
Continued 

Jack London Society at USU 

which became a law with the help of 

Senator Church’s floor sponsorship of 

the bill. (Story continued on page 6) 

 

By Julia Stringfellow 

The Spring 2012 exhibit in Special 

Collections focuses on recent 

photographic additions to the collections 

of Frank and Bethine Church.  Church, a 

United States senator from 1956-1980 

who also ran for president in 1976, was a 

longtime resident of Idaho. His widow, 

Bethine, still lives in Boise.  Highlights of 

the new additions to the collections 

include scrapbooks from Senator 

Church's 1976 campaign for the 

presidency, Frank and Bethine Church's 

trip to Cuba, candid pictures of Church 

with John F. Kennedy and Jacqueline 

Kennedy Onassis, and photographs of 

Bethine with several presidential First 

Ladies.  The exhibit windows of the 

Senator Church and Governor Andrus 

Rooms in Special Collections display 

items from these new donations, 

including a pen that President Lyndon B. 

Johnson used to sign the Wilderness Act 

of 1964, a landmark piece of legislation 

 

Notes from Boise State University 

The Jack London Society 11th 

Biennial Symposium will be 

held October 4-6 in Logan, Utah. 
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Four Corners Museum Network Board 

 

Member institutions promote community 
legacy projects; historic preservation of 
significant architectural resources; and 
the care and preservation of artistic, 
historic, cultural, and tribal artifacts, 
archives, and natural history specimens. 
Through their exhibits, collections, and 
programs, these museums interpret and 
promote the rich culture, art, history, and 
heritage of the Four Corners area.  



to the Northwest Digital Archives as part 

of a grant consortium funded through 

the National Endowment for the 

Humanities that spanned from July 2011-

June 2012.  NWDA provides access to 

archival and manuscript collections in 

Idaho, Montana, Oregon, Alaska, and 

Washington through a union database of 

Encoded Archival Description  

Summary of Linda Meyer’s SSA/CIMA panel presentation: 

 “Creating an Archive for Democracy’s College in the Centennial State” 

During the past fifty years, an increasing 

number of American academic 

institutions established archives. Many of 

these archives owe their existence to 

efforts by dedicated historians to 

preserve and document their school’s 

heritage. As Colorado State University 

approached its 1970 centennial 

celebration, newly hired history 

professor James E. Hansen II was asked 

to write a comprehensive institutional 

history. He soon discovered that the 

university had no official  (Continued on 

page  8) 

Boise State Notes continued 
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Additional pictures from the Bethine 

Church collection are available on the 

Albertsons Library Digital Collections 

website (http://digital.boisestate.edu/).  

Northwest Digital Archives (NWDA) 

Since the fall of 2011, Boise State 

University has added finding aids to the 

Northwest Digital Archives as part of a 

grant consortium funded through the 

National Endowment for the Humanities 

that spanned from July 2011-June 2012.  

NWDA provides access to archival and 

manuscript collections in Idaho, 

Montana, Oregon, Alaska, and 

Washington through a union database of 

Encoded Archival Description (EAD) 

finding aids.  NWDA Project Archivist 

Linda Morton-Keithley and archivist/

librarian Kent Randell worked on adding 

finding aids of the department's 

manuscript collections.  This inclusion on 

NWDA has greatly increased access to 

the finding  aids and collections, and in 

turn increased the number of patrons 

accessing the collections.   

Caption describing picture or graphic. 

 

The larger manuscript 

collections, including the nearly 

800 linear foot Frank Church 

Papers, that previously only had 

an in-house database listing all 

the contents of the collection 

have particularly benefitted from 

the entire finding aid now being 

accessible to the public.  There 

are currently 100 finding aids 

from Boise State in NWDA at the 

link below. 

http://nwda-

db.orbiscascade.org/nwda-

search/results.aspx?

t=i&q=1&p=0 

 

 

http://digital.boisestate.edu/
http://nwda-db.orbiscascade.org/nwda-search/fstyle.aspx?doc=oip_mss56.xml&t=a&k1=%22frank+church%22&k2=&k3=&t1=0&t2=0&t3=0&o1=0&o2=0&s=0&i=1
http://nwda-db.orbiscascade.org/nwda-search/fstyle.aspx?doc=oip_mss56.xml&t=a&k1=%22frank+church%22&k2=&k3=&t1=0&t2=0&t3=0&o1=0&o2=0&s=0&i=1
http://nwda-db.orbiscascade.org/nwda-search/results.aspx?t=i&q=1&p=0
http://nwda-db.orbiscascade.org/nwda-search/results.aspx?t=i&q=1&p=0
http://nwda-db.orbiscascade.org/nwda-search/results.aspx?t=i&q=1&p=0
http://nwda-db.orbiscascade.org/nwda-search/results.aspx?t=i&q=1&p=0


This story can fit 100-150 words. 

The subject matter that appears in 

newsletters is virtually endless. You can 

include stories that focus on current 

technologies or innovations in your field. 

You may also want to note business or 

economic trends, or make predictions for 

your customers or clients. 

If the newsletter is distributed internally, 

you might comment upon new procedures 

or improvements to the business. Sales 

figures or earnings will show how your 

business is growing. 

Some newsletters include a column that is 

updated every issue, for instance, an 

advice column, a book review, a letter 

from the president, or an editorial. You can 

also profile new employees or top 

customers or vendors. 

Saturday‟s CIMA Breakfast 

Meeting at the joint SSA/CIMA 

Conference 2012 was the setting 

for the presentation of the third 

CIMA Lifetime Achievement 

Award to Alan Virta, retired head 

of Special Collections at Boise 

State University. As noted in the 

introduction speech by Awards 

Committee chair, Su Kim Chung, 

Virta received an unprecedented 

three nominations from his former 

co-workers, all of which 

emphasized his kindness, humility 

and generosity of spirit.  

Virta, who began his archival 

career at the Library of Congress 

in 1974 as a cataloger on the staff 

of the National Union Catalog of 

Manuscript Collections, worked 

for the Library of Congress for 

twelve years before taking a 

temporary leave as a NHPRC- 

Mellon Fellow at the University of 

Southern Mississippi from 1986-

1987, aimed at mid-career 

archivists. After being exposed to 

university archives, he left 

NUCMC to become Head of 

Special Collections at Boise State 

University in 1988.  Under his 

supervision, their Special 

Collections developed over 200 

manuscript collections in under 25 

years. After a career of almost 

forty years working with archives 

and manuscripts, Alan Virta 

retired from Boise State University 

in October 2011. 

As the longest – serving Idaho 

based member, he has been an 

active member of CIMA, serving 

as its president, on its council and 

on other committees. The success 

of the 2011 CIMA conference in 

Boise was largely due to Alan's 

work and preparation for the 

conference.  

The award presentation to Virta 

included three excerpts from the 

former colleagues that nominated 

him – Julia Stringfellow, Erin 

Passehl, and Jim Duran.  

According to Passehl, he was a 

“generous and gracious teacher‟ 

who went „above and beyond 

arranging opportunities to 

network, interact with faculty and 

scholars, and encouraged me to get 

involved with the community.” 

Stringfellow described him as 

having “a true passion for history 

and not just preserving it, but 

making it accessible and sharing it 

with anyone who is interested.  

Duran noted that much of their 

department‟s expansion in the past 

decade was “due to Alan's ability 

to convey to the donors our  

knowledge of electronic record 

preservation in the Inter-Mountain 

region.  In addition to her drive, attention 

to detail and commitment to archival 

principles, (Continued on page 9) 

By Su Kim Chung 

Saturday’s CIMA Breakfast Meeting at 

the joint SSA/CIMA Conference 2012 was 

the setting for the presentation of the 

third CIMA Lifetime Achievement Award 

to Alan Virta, retired head of Special 

Collections at Boise State University. As 

noted in the introduction speech by 

Awards Committee chair, Su Kim Chung, 

Virta received an unprecedented three 

nominations from his former co-workers, 

all of which emphasized his kindness, 

humility and generosity of spirit.  

Virta, who began his archival career at 

the Library of Congress in 1974 as a 

cataloger on the staff of the National 

Union Catalog of Manuscript Collections, 

worked for the Library of Congress for 

twelve years before taking a temporary 

leave as a NHPRC- Mellon Fellow at the 

University of Southern Mississippi from 

1986-1987, aimed at mid-career 

archivists. After being exposed to 

university archives, he left NUCMC to 

become Head of Special Collections at 

Boise State University in 1988.  Under his 

supervision, their Special Collections 

developed over 200 manuscript 

collections in under 25 years. After a 

career of almost forty years working with 

archives and manuscripts, Alan Virta 

retired from Boise State University in 

October 2011. 

As the longest – serving Idaho-based 

member, he has been an active member 

of CIMA, serving as its president, on its 

council and on other committees. The 

success of the 2011 CIMA conference in 

Boise was largely due to Alan's work and 

preparation for the conference.  

The award presentation to Virta included 

three excerpts from the former 

colleagues that nominated him – Julia 

Stringfellow, Erin Passehl, and Jim Duran.  

According to Passehl, he was a “generous 

and gracious teacher” who went ‘above 

and beyond arranging opportunities to 

network, interact with faculty and 

scholars, and encouraged me to get 

involved with the community.” 

Stringfellow described him as having “a 

true passion for history and not just 

preserving it, but making it accessible 

and sharing it with anyone who is 

interested.” Duran noted that much of 

their department’s expansion in the past 

decade was “due to Alan's ability to 

convey to the donors our department's 

dependability, integrity, and 

trustworthiness.”  Ultimately, he was 

described as leaving a “lasting legacy 

on those around him, both professionally 

and personally.” 

In his gracious acceptance of the award, 

Virta gave a brief but interesting speech 

on the changes in the archival and library 

profession that he had observed during 

his lengthy career. He also humorously 

noted that he was a proud member of 

CRIMA – the Conference of Retired Inter-

Mountain Archivists, and said it was a 

wonderful organization to be a part of! 

The 2012 CIMA Service Award went to 

Elizabeth Perkes, Electronic Records 

Archivist at the Utah State Archives, for 

her contributions to improving our 

CIMA Awards 
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Annual Leonard Arrington Mormon History Lecture 

Hansen educated himself about 

archival principles and 

procedures. 
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By Brad Cole 
 
The 18th annual Leonard Arrington 
Mormon History Lecture will be 
presented by Dr. Terryl Givens Thursday, 
September 20th  at 7:00 p.m. in the 
Historic Logan Tabernacle.  Dr. Given’ss 
will address how the prophecy of Enoch 
exerted an influence on the development 
of early Mormonism far out of 
proportion to its modest textual length. 
The Book of Mormon had negligible 
impact on the doctrinal foundations of 
Mormonism. It both enacts and 
facilitates in particularly powerful form 
the main engine of Mormonism’s 
lifeblood—continuing and personal 
revelation. If the Book of Mormon lent 
Joseph Smith his indispensable aura of 
prophetic authority, the prophecy of 
Enoch provided a personal role model to 
inspire him, and a blueprint to direct him. 
 
Dr. Givens holds the James A. Bostwick 
chair of English, and is Professor of 
Literature and Religion at the University 
of Richmond, where he teaches courses 
in 19th century studies and the Bible’s 
influence on Western literature. As a 
commentator on Mormon religion and 
culture, he has appeared on PBS, NPR,  
and CNN. Given’s writing has been 
praised by the New York Times and 
includes, most recently, When Souls had 
Wings, a history of the idea of premortal 
life in Western thought, and a biography 
(with Matthew Grow) of Parley Pratt.  
The Lecture is sponsored by the Merrill-
Cazier Library Special Collections and 
Archives Division, the College of 
Humanities and Social Science, and the 
Leonard J. Arrington Lecture Foundation. 
In addition a student writing competition 
with a first prize of $1,000 is held 
annually.  Any college student who    
 
 

 

Meyer continued 

repository for its records, and set about 
to establish one. Space defined by peg-
board walls was provided near the 
special collections room of the university 
library, and Hansen and a research 
assistant borrowed a pick-up truck to 
collect documents stored in scattered 
locations around campus. 
Hansen educated himself about archival 
principles and procedures, grouped the 
accessioned materials by provenance, 
and provided rough inventories of the 
boxes while he completed his history 
book. In 1975 he returned to teaching, 
and the new repository was placed in the 
care of John Newman, the first university 
archivist at Colorado State. 
Hansen, however, retained close ties to 
archival work. He started a graduate 
seminar in archival science, and worked 
with Newman to provide the students 
with hands-on experience in arranging 
and describing the university’s archival 
collections, as well as those of the 
agricultural archive that Hansen founded 
in 1981. Internships led to permanent 
employment as archivists or records 
managers for many of Hansen’s public 
history students.  

 
James Hansen retired from university  

 

 
attends the lecture is welcome to 
compete.  Rules for the 18th annual 
writing competition can be found at the 
Merrill-Cazier Library Special Collections 
and Archives site.  http://library.usu.edu/
specol/sub3.phpStudent 

employment in 2002, and the 
collection of records he assembled 
forty years earlier has evolved into 
the Archives and Special 
Collections of the Colorado State 
University Libraries, offering over 
8,700 linear feet of primary source 
materials related to the academic, 
agricultural, and water history of 
the state. 



in handmade leather-bound and 

gold-embossed portfolios created 

by UNLV Conservator, and past 

CIMA President, Michael Frazier, 

representative Bob Henderson had 

offered to sponsor CIMA‟s awards 

with a donation of $1000.  It was 

decided that the monies could help  

Elizabeth was recognized for her work on 

a recent three-year multi-state grant that 

made great progress in the area of 

preserving geospatial data.  As her 

nominator and colleague Gina Strack 

noted: “everyone at the Archives will 

benefit from system programming 

improvements she oversaw and shared 

with the other states for all electronic 

records…”  

 

Both award-winners later posed for 

photographs with their unique award 

certificates that were housed in 

handmade leather-bound and gold-

embossed portfolios created by UNLV 

Conservator, and past CIMA President, 

Michael Frazier, who was also 

responsible for designing the unique 

acrylic painting inside the award folder 

that featured an abstract rendering of 

CIMA’s mountain range logo. 

 

Prior to the presentation of the awards, 

Chung announced that Hollinger/Metal 

Edge representative Bob Henderson had 

offered to sponsor CIMA’s awards with a 

donation of $1000.  It was decided that 

the monies could help  defray the costs 

of scholarships in the future.  Michael 

Frazier added that he would be able to 

add the name of Hollinger/Metal Edge to 

the embossed decoration on the front of 

the portfolio to recognize the 

sponsorship in the future.  

CIMA Awards Continued 
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Phoenix 2012 continued 
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CIMA’s business meeting/breakfast on 

Saturday morning was led by President 

Cory Nimer and covered a number of 

topics pertinent to the organization such 

as our current bank balance, bylaw 

changes, elections, scholarships, and the 

current status of planning for our 2013 

and 2014 meetings. New members 

Cynthia LaFramboise from the Nevada 

State Archives and Linda Meyer from 

Colorado State University were also 

introduced.  A highlight of the breakfast 

meeting was the presentation of CIMA’s 

awards to Alan Virta and Elizabeth Perkes 

(see Awards article in this issue). Another 

major announcement from this meeting 

was that John Murphy had resigned from 

the editorship of the Journal of Western 

Archives, and Charles Sanford had been 

appointed as the new editor.  Sarah 

Langsdon took over as CIMA President 

following this meeting. 

Following the breakfast meeting, there 

was one additional set of sessions for the 

meeting diehards who stayed through 

the afternoon.  Graduates of ALI 

(Archives Leadership Institute) in 

Madison, Wisconsin, discussed their 

experiences with the Institute and how it 

could benefit all archivists,  

(Continued on page 11) 

Keynote speaker Dr. Matthew Whitaker, 

founder of the Arizona State University 

Center for the Study of Race and 

Democracy, gave an engaging talk that 

was at turns serious, humorous and 

thought-provoking.  Dr. Whitaker spoke 

about his unique childhood growing up in 

Phoenix, and how he came to appreciate 

and value various archival institutions in 

Arizona while doing research on Civil 

Rights and the African-American 

community in Phoenix for first his 

undergraduate degree, and then his 

doctoral degree in history. His 

appreciation for archives and archivists 

and how they had changed his life was 

quite apparent, and he ended his lively 

talk with a discussion of how knowledge 

of the past obtained from archival 

documents could inform our 

understanding of current events, 

illustrating this with examples drawn 

from recent incidents and developments 

in Arizona’s political scene. His talk 

concluded to long and sustained 

applause from the audience who were 

energized by his inspiring words. 

After a short break that allowed 

attendees to have a quick bite and visit 

with the vendors set up in the 

conference area, sessions began. The 

Program Committee (including our own 

Cory Nimer and Gordon Daines) was 

successful in selecting sessions that 

addressed a variety of relevant archival 

issues and that included presenters 

representing both organizations.  Topics 

on Thursday included institutional 

repositories, mentoring, digital storage, 

finding aid consortia, exhibits and 

outreach, newspaper digitization, the 

Vietnam Archive, and archival history in 

the West.  Other topics were regionally 

focused and addressed projects such as 

Arizona’s Collaborative Archives 

Community, and documenting the 

Borderlands.  That evening, conference 

attendees made the brief walk over to 

the Mesa Arts Center for the joint SSA/

CIMA Opening Reception.  The uniquely 

designed building was the perfect setting 

for a reception, and guests were able to 

mingle and enjoy hors d'oeuvres and 

refreshments in the Center’s outdoor 

courtyard.  Hats off to the Local 

Arrangements Committee (including our 

own Linda Whitaker and Melanie 

Sturgeon) who worked long and hard to 

make the reception a success – the mini-

cupcakes in particular were a big hit with 

dessert connoisseurs! The Center was 

also made available for those who 

wanted to view its many art exhibits. 

Friday brought additional interesting 

sessions for the attendees, such as the 

Route 66 Archives and Research 

Collaborative, the evolution of MPLP, 

finding aid delivery and access, and 

practical applications of digital 

preservation such as digital order and 

disk imaging.  Both master’s and doctoral 

students showed off their posters later in 

the afternoon, along with sessions on 

regional collaboration efforts, and the oft 

neglected topic of the archival record of 

the Asian-Pacific and the American West 

post-WWII.   



 

Phoenix 2012 continued   

 

 
By Max Evans 

Max Evans of the LDS Church History 

Department presented the EAD tool now 

under development. The tool is used to 

create, manage, and provide a web-

friendly view of archival collection-level 

and component-level descriptive 

metadata. 

It is not a comprehensive collection 

management system to handle 

acquisitions and accessions, collection-

level cataloging, authority control, 

discovery, physical inventory and paging, 

and digital asset management. Instead, 

the Church archives, like most other 

archives in the United States, is part of a 

library and shares its systems with a 

museum. Archives systems must connect 

with all parts of the integrated catalog. 

The EAD tool is a vital part of the 

integrated catalog that includes a library 

cataloging system with systems for 

managing physical inventory and for 

circulation; a comprehensive discovery  

.  

 

Improving Access to Archival Collections: Finding Aid Delivery and 

Microformats  

 

The LDS Church History 

Department is developing an 

EAD tool. 
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while the Design Workshop Archive and 

Digital Collection, a unique 

collaborative digital project at Utah 

State University, was the subject of the 

final session.   

 

A joint conference is always a 

challenging effort because of the 

differing policies and procedures of 

the two organizations, and the 

need for compromise in planning 

efforts.   

Many thanks go to our colleagues in 

SSA, but most of all to our CIMA 

members who showed an admirable 

spirit of collegiality and 

collaboration throughout the 

planning process and the meeting 

itself.  The conference could not 

have been a success without you!   

system; a digital asset management 

system; and a digital records preservation 

system. These systems must all work 

together as well as with a contact and 

relationships management system and a 

records management system. 

Evans illustrated how this works from the 

EAD point of view: discovery system is used 

to find a collection-level catalog record that 

links to the EAD; the EAD display using a 

playlist approach; users may place a 

request for collections in the stacks or to 

place a digitization request; and users may 

view digital content. He also discussed 

plans to harvest EAD components for direct 

discovery, showing the components in 

context with a link to its location in the EAD 

finding aid. 

A version of the tool will be available online 
in July. Go to http://
churchhistorycatalog.lds.org. 

http://churchhistorycatalog.lds.org/
http://churchhistorycatalog.lds.org/


 

 

President’s Corner 

“One of my main goals will be to 

increase membership in CIMA.” 
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I will be looking for input on what the 
needs of members are and looking for 
ways for CIMA to meet those needs. 
I will be attending the Regional Summit 

at SAA in San Diego in August.  The 

purpose of this meeting is to discuss 

among the regionals and SAA what can 

be done to encourage more advocacy, 

collaboration, communication and 

education.  I would like any CIMA 

member who has thoughts or ideas to 

please let me know so I can represent the 

organization.  My proverbial door is 

always open to new ideas and thoughts 

on ways to make CIMA an even better 

organization. 

With becoming President of CIMA, I have 

some big shoes to fill.  I would like to 

thank Cory Nimer, Charles Stanford, and 

Michael Frazier for setting the bar high 

and working to make CIMA a voice in the 

West.  We may be small but have served 

as the leading force in ventures including 

bringing the DAS workshops to the area 

and the Western Roundups.  I hope to 

continue and build on the foundation 

that has been laid. 

 

By Sarah Langsdon 

Looking toward the coming year as 

President of CIMA, I can’t help but 

think as an organization “You’ve 

come a long way, baby.”  2013 will 

mark the 40th anniversary of CIMA.  

In 1973, a few archivists had the 

vision to create a regional archival 

organization to support and educate 

those in the field.  As we begin to 

look forward, CIMA is still fulfilling 

those goals.  I am excited for the 

annual conference that will be with 

SRMA to be held in Salt Lake City, 

May  22-25, 2013.  During the 

conference, we will have a reception 

celebrating the history of CIMA and 

honoring the founding members.  As 

with my predecessors, one of my 

main goals will be to increase 

membership in CIMA, focusing on 

the entire region.  With that, CIMA 

has voted to create a membership 

committee.  I am encouraging at 

least one person from each state to 

volunteer for this committee.   

It truly needs to be a joint effort to 

reach out to the smaller 

organizations and institutions to 

encourage membership.  Please 

contact me at 

slangsdon@weber.edu if you are 

interested in serving on this 

committee.   

mailto:slangsdon@weber.edu


This story can fit 100-150 words. 

The subject matter that appears in 

newsletters is virtually endless. You can 

include stories that focus on current 

technologies or innovations in your field. 

You may also want to note business or 

economic trends, or make predictions for 

your customers or clients. 

If the newsletter is distributed internally, 

you might comment upon new procedures 

or improvements to the business. Sales 

figures or earnings will show how your 

business is growing. 

Some newsletters include a column that is 

updated every issue, for instance, an 

advice column, a book review, a letter 

from the president, or an editorial. You can 

also profile new employees or top 

customers or vendors. 

By Sara Skindelien 

First and foremost, I would like to 

thank the CIMA Scholarship 

Committee for awarding me the funds 

to attend this year in Phoenix.  It was a 

valuable learning experience and a 

great opportunity to see some familiar 

faces and meet new ones.  I would also 

like to thank Brad Cole, Associate 

Dean, for including me on the 

presentation panel.  It was an 

invaluable experience. 

As I am finishing up a master's degree 

in Public History from the University of 

Northern Iowa, my interests have 

begun to lean towards the intricacies 

of digital preservation.  These interests 

directed me towards sessions that 

specifically addressed the digital 

aspects of archives.  One of the 

sessions that I enjoyed was titled 

"Demystifying Digital Storage,",Library 

of Congress outreach program that 

helps to train archivists on storing and 

particularly preserving archival 

materials through digitization.  One of 

the key points I took away from this 

session involved the importance of 

item-level metadata. While the 

process is quite labor intensive, in the 

long run it proves to be quite valuable 

in identifying provenance and 

descriptive information that tends to 

get lost with the passage of time. 

Many people do not realize how much 

work is involved with getting a 

collection converted into a digital 

format and take for granted all the 

work and details that go into it.  I really 

have a new appreciation for USU's digital 

librarians. 

As I mentioned earlier I am in a public history 

program and so I appreciate the need to 

reach out to the public and interact with the 

people who are donors and patrons.  In the 

session "Promoting Public Outreach & 

Awareness," Sarah Langsdon from Weber 

State University had the unique idea of 

handing out thank-you cards in the form of 

photos depicting various images from their 

collections.  This caught my interest since it 

provided such a small token of appreciation 

that linked the patron to their community 

and their local history.  It was also a great 

way to showcase some of the images that the 

institution held and perhaps piqued the 

curiosity of the public to search for similar 

images in the archives.   

With my love of road trips and the 

consumption of junk food that goes with it, I 

was excited to learn more about Route 66.  I 

love to see how  historians and archivists take 

something that seems so mundane, so 

common to some people and find a way to 

make it interesting by highlighting different 

facets of its history.  To some, a highway may 

be just a road but viewing it in terms of how 

it affects communities, businesses, and 

commerce it takes on a whole new life, even 

becoming a tourist attraction.  An attendee 

asked what draw the route had on European 

tourists, as it was pointed out that it is 

second only to the Grand Canyon in foreign 

tourist numbers and a woman from Germany 

offered her explanation that it was 

considered an American icon.   

Scholarship Award Report Part One 
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Michele Reilly, University  

 

I suppose the same reason historians and 

archivists want to preserve its history is 

the same reason tourists want to view it.  

It made me wonder what I was missing 

out by not having been on this historic 

road.  I have now placed a road trip on 

the famous Route 66 on my bucket list. 

(Continued on page 14) 



By Melissa Johnson 

Receiving a CIMA travel grant to attend 
the annual meeting in Phoenix was a 
great opportunity. This year’s conference 
included several discussions on 
collaboration and I thoroughly enjoyed 
seeing how other institutions are working 
together to meet the challenges of this 
field. 
 
In “Crossing State Lines for Collaborative 
Newspaper Digitization” presenters from 
the Oklahoma Historical Society and the 
University of North Texas discussed their 
efforts to digitize Oklahoma newspapers. 
They stressed the need for clearly 
defined roles and expectations in a 
cooperative project like this, as well as 
the need for communication. Their 
project is impressive, as is their ability to 
work together across state lines. 
 
“Route 66 Archives and Research 
Collaborative” was another informative 
session, and I enjoyed seeing not only 

cooperation amongst several state 
institutions, but also collaboration with a 
federal agency. The project is a massive 
undertaking, but a five-year strategic 
plan has helped the ARC focus its efforts 
and do some impressive things already. 
Both of these projects could serve as a 
model for other institutions to follow. 
 
“Working Together: Strengthening the 
Archival Community” was a lively 
discussion about greater communication 
and cooperation between the regional 
organizations and it’s clear that the 
future of our profession will depend, in 
large part, on our ability to work 
together. Joint conferences, like this 
year’s meeting and the Western Round-
Ups held every five years, are important 
steps in the right direction. That’s why I 
was so glad for the opportunity to attend 
the conference through this CIMA travel 
grant. There is a lot to look forward to in 
the future of our profession. 

Scholarship Report Part One Continued 
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 One of the key reasons for attending this 

year's conference was to present at 

Saturday's session.  I was now on the 

hotspot to offer insight into what I had 

been working on in the Utah State 

Special Collections & Archives.  About 

two years ago, I was hired to process the 

papers and photographs of Design 

Workshop, Inc. (DWI), a landscape 

architectural firm that has roots with 

Utah State University.  The process was a 

collaborative pilot project with DWI, USU 

Special Collections & Archives and the 

Landscape Architect ure& Environmental 

Planning (LAEP) department at Utah 

State University.  I worked with the LAEP 

graduate student, showing her how to 

handle archival materials, how to 

organize and label the drawings and to 

properly store the drawings.  When it 

came to creating the finding aid we used 

a model developed by Elizabeth Perkes at 

Utah State Archives utilizing Microsoft 

Excel and Word Mail Merge to reduce 

encoding time for EAD since the  

(Continued on page 15) 

Weir and Archival History 

The panel “Archival History in the West” 

focused on the historical development of 

archives and cultural heritage 

repositories in the West – a topic which 

has been largely ignored in the overall 

narrative of library and archival history in 

the US.  Three presentations focused on 

Nevada, Colorado and Utah respectively, 

and were introduced by Dr. David Gracy, 

who was uniquely positioned to provide 

context for the panel, owing to his work 

as former editor of Information & 

Culture:  A Journal of History (formerly 

Libraries & the Cultural Record) and 

author of several books on archival 

administration and history, the most 

recent being The State Library and 

Archives of Texas: A History, 1835-1962 

(Austin: University of Texas Press, 2010). 

Su Kim Chung provided a lively 

presentation on the work on Jeanne 

Wier, the first secretary of the Nevada 

Historical Society from 1904-1950, 

entitled “Flies Millions Thick: A Look at 

Archival Work in Southern Nevada in 

1908.”  In particular, she focused on a 

collecting trip to southern Nevada that 

Wier made on behalf of the Nevada 

Historical Society in July-August 1908.  

Her introduction provided a context for 

Wier’s work in comparing and 

contrasting it with the work of archivists 

today, who perform much of the same 

work, but in far less challenging 

conditions. Chung read a selection of 

excerpts from Wier’s diary that described 

some of the hardships that Wier 

experienced on her journey such as the 

stifling desert heat, lack of proper  

(Continued on page 15) 



together in the West with a focus on the 
Western Roundups and the Journal of 
Western Archives. Following these short 
presentations, the audience talked about 
how we can better work together and 
why it is important. 

By Gordon Daines 

The Working Together: Strengthening the 
Archival Community session gave 
archivists an opportunity to explore how 
the various archival organizations can 
work together to build the archival 
community. Panelists included the 
president of the Society of American 
Archivists, the president of the Society of 
Southwest Archivists, the past-president 

of the Conference of Inter-Mountain 
Archivists, and two archivists involved in 
collaborative activities. They discussed 
the role of regional archival organizations 
such as the Society of Southwest 
Archivists and the Conference of Inter-
Mountain Archivists, the role of national 
organizations like the Society of 
American Archivists, and how regional 
archival associations are working 

Scholarship Report Part One Continued       Archival Continued  

Archivists Working Together 

always find a way to create an event or 
be a part of a bigger one in order to 
promote your collections.  It’s a 
wonderful way to make your community 
aware of how important you are to 
them.    

By Tom Sommer 

Promoting public outreach and 
awareness for UNLV Special Collections 
has evolved for me as a University 
Archivist.  It started out as an idea that 
quickly grew into a wonderful 
partnership between UNLV and the local 
community.  I now have been involved in 
public outreach at UNLV Special 
Collections for the past 6 years.  I am 
now one of the many faces of UNLV 
Special Collections.  It has been a thrill for 
me to be making a positive impact on my 
new community in Nevada.    

Promoting public outreach doesn’t 
change whether you’re working for a 
library or an archive.  The message is still 
the same.  It’s about enlightening your 
local community to all the significant 
items within your institution. These items 
give your community a sense of 
place.  This will be a place that they will 
want to preserve so that future 
generations will appreciate where they 
came from, as well.  So, even when 
budgets are being debated you will have 
a solid support system from your own 
local community.  Therefore, try to 

inventory for the drawings is being 

shipped in from DWI.  This, however, 

requires training new LAEP graduate 

students each semester.  While some 

may consider training new graduate 

students who are not in the archival field 

as a waste of staff time, I like to think of 

it as an opportunity to teach students 

outside of the field view materials in a 

new light and hopefully instill a new 

perspective on the materials they are 

handling.  Materials thatmay have once 

been considered ordinary or even 

mundane do indeed have a worth and 

value that deserves to be preserved. 

Promoting Public Outreach and Awareness for Special Collections  
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accommodation, and incessant files. 

The diary excerpts were accompanied 

by a number of contemporary 

photographs of the southern Nevada 

area that provided visual 

documentation of this harsh landscape 

as it looked during Wier’s visit.  



By Gordon Daines 

The Conference of Inter-Mountain 

Archivists has joined with the Society of 

American Archivists to offer workshops 

from the Digital Archives Specialist (DAS) 

curriculum. The DAS curriculum and 

certificate program is designed to 

provide archivists with the information 

and tools needed to manage the 

demands of born-digital records. More 

October. CIMA is currently working to 

bring more DAS workshops to the region 

in 2013. We hope that all of you will take 

advantage of this exciting opportunity to 

improve your archival skills. 

information on the DAS program is 

available at http://www2.archivists.org/

prof-education/das. Workshops on basic 

electronic records and digital curation 

have already been held at Church History 

Library and Archives of The Church of 

Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints and 

Brigham Young University. Another 

workshop on preserving digital archives 

will be held at Weber State University in 

their 40th Anniversary.  They can also 

showcase important works such as SUU’s 

exhibition of Shakespeare’s folios.  UNLV 

has embraced Web 2.0 and digital 

exhibits to connect with users. 

(Continued on page 18) 

 

More Precious than 

Gold 

By Sarah Langsdon and Paula Mitchell 

Tom Sommer, Sarah Langsdon and Paula 

Mitchell presented at the CIMA/SSA 

conference in Phoenix on exhibits and 

public outreach opportunities.  The 

session examined ways academic 

institutions have been able to use 

exhibits both in house and digital to 

connect with their users.  Special 

Collections and Archives can use 

anniversaries to create exhibits that draw 

in the community; WSU did just that with 

Structure and Delivery of Finding Aids 

DAS and CIMA 
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By Gordon Daines 

 

At the joint meeting between the 
Conference of Inter-Mountain Archivists 
and the Society of Southwest Archivists, 
Gordon Daines gave a  presentation 
examining how finding aids are 
structured and delivered. He suggested 
that single-level displays, those that 
present a single component of a 
multilevel description to users at a time, 
have the potential to transform the 
delivery and display of collection 

information while improving the user 
experience. He introduced the Brigham 
Young University finding aid system 
(http://findingaid.lib.byu.edu/) as a proof 
of concept model demonstrating the 
power of using inheritance and single-
level displays to meet user needs. This 
topic is treated in more depth in an 
article co-authored by Gordon Daines 
and Cory Nimer. The article is available in 
the Journal of Archival Organization and 
is titled “Re-Imagining Archival Display: 
Creating User-Friendly Finding Aids.” 

http://www2.archivists.org/prof-education/das
http://www2.archivists.org/prof-education/das
http://findingaid.lib.byu.edu/


NV began as a way for the regional 
associations in the western part of the U.S. 
to strengthen their identity.  The Western 
Roundup in 2005 provided an opportunity 
for archivists to meet and share their 
experiences as well as gain valuable ideas 
about how to do their profession as it 
relates to the challenges of working in the 
western U.S.  

The next Western Roundup would take 
place in Seattle, WA in 2010.  It included 
preconference workshops, a wide range of 
sessions, and plenty of tours of the 
Emerald City.  The plenary session featured 
archivist, educator, and Society of 
American Archivists President Peter 
Gottlieb.  The Western Roundup in Seattle 
was another great opportunity to discuss 
and collaborate on the future of archiving 
in the American West.      

By Thomas Sommer 

I presented “Working Together: Journal 
of Western Archives & Western 
Roundups” at the SSA/CIMA Joint 
Conference in Mesa, AZ.  It was a part of 
a panel discussion entitled,Working 
Together: Strengthening the Archival 
Community.”  My part of the discussion 
highlighted the collaborations between 
the western regional archival 
organizations in order to create the 
Journal of Western Archives and the 
Western Roundups.    

The Journal of Western Archives is a peer 
reviewed, open access journal sponsored 
by the four western regional archival 
organizations.  Its focus is on 
contemporary issues and developments 
in the archival and curatorial 
fields.  Specifically, it focuses on issues 
that affect western archives.  The 
planning for this new journal began at 
the 2005 Western Roundup in Las Vegas.  

The 2005 Western Roundup in Las Vegas, 

Working Together and the Journal of Western Archives 

that have used the online collection.  
Outsourcing the digitization of the 
student newspaper collection, adding it 
to ScholarWorks, and the challenges of 
that project were also discussed.  This 
project resulted in a very successful 
collaboration between the Special 
Collections department and the 
ScholarWorks staff that included not just 
uploading content into ScholarWorks, 
but also outreach and articles that 
resulted from this project.  Stringfellow's 
slides for this session are available at 
http://works.bepress.com/

By Julia Stringfellow 

This session focused on two institutional 
repositories, DigitalCommons@USU at 
Utah State University and ScholarWorks 
at Boise State University, and the process 
of adding content from the Special 
Collections and Archives departments to 
them.  Institutional repositories and open 
access of information have greatly 
increased at universities in the last few 
years.  While this has provided faculty 
scholarship to more researchers, it has 
also allowed a larger audience to view 

online content from Special Collections 
and Archives departments in these 
institutional repositories.  The part of the 
session done by Julia Stringfellow, 
archivist/librarian at Boise State 
University, explored the process of 
adding content from Special Collections 
to the University Documents collection in 
ScholarWorks that actively began in 
2010.  The planning of the project 
included establishing criteria for what 
content to add to ScholarWorks, 
challenges in adding paper-based and 
born-digital items, and the audiences 

 

"Improving the Discovery and Access of Archival Content through Institutional Repositories" 

Session Summary 

“The Journal of Western 

Archives is a peer-reviewed open 

access journal sponsored by the 

four western regional archival 

organizations.” 
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USU’s IR 
 

By Clint Pumphreys 

At Utah State University’s Merrill-Cazier 
Library, we are always seeking 
opportunities for productive 
collaboration between departments as 
well as new strategies to improve the 
access to and increase the use of our 
Special Collections materials.  With these 
goals in mind, we are currently 
reexamining the process by which we 
decide what web interface should host 
our digitized archival documents.   In the 
past we placed most Special Collections 
materials in our CONTENTdm-based 
Digital Library.  However, with the arrival 
of new faculty including myself and 
Andrew Wesolek, our Scholarly 
Communications and Institutional 
Repository Librarian, we are exploring 
the potential benefits of uploading some 
of these historic documents to the 
Institutional Repository (IR), a bepress 
platform. 

 

According to its mission, USU’s IR serves 
as “an online source for collecting, 
preserving, and disseminating the 
intellectual output of an institution.”  In 
accordance with these aims, we selected 
materials from a manuscript collection 
donated by Joel Ricks, a former USU 
history professor, to upload to the IR as a 
pilot project.  Rich in unpublished essays 
about local history topics to which our 
institution held clear copyright, these 
papers ideally represented “intellectual 
output” of the university.  They also had 
the potential to garner interest from the 
local community, a group that had 
previously shown surprising interest in 
the IR.  After the successful launch of this 
project, we formalized the selection 
process in a decision tree that we will use 
to place additional Special Collections 
materials in the IR. 

 

More Precious than Gold 

Continued 

WSU created a display of over 400 

items and 100 photographs that had 

been collected over the past 40 years 

documenting the local area.  Using this 

display as the basis, the library hosted 

an evening event with a history 

speaker talking about the infamous 

25th Street in Ogden.  The topic drew a 

crowd of over 150 people.  Along with 

looking at the exhibits, the attendees 

were given commemorative notecards  

. 

with historical pictures of Ogden, Utah.  

The entire event was a huge success and 

gave the local community an idea of the 

collections housed and available at the 

library. 

 

As part of the Utah Shakespeare Festival’s 

50th Anniversary, SUU Special Collections 

hosted one of Shakespeare’s First Folios. 

This was a great opportunity to not only 

help celebrate a wonderful milestone for 

the Festival, but to showcase some of the 

unique and rare books and items related 

to William Shakespeare that the Sherratt 

Library has in Special Collections.  As part 

of a panel Paula Mitchell discussed the 

process of borrowing the First Folio from 

the Folger Library as well as some of the 

challenges we faced as a host library 

displaying the First Folio.  Special 

Collections had over 13,000 visitors last 

summer come through the doors to view 

the First Folio. 



glove event on October 20, 2012.  This 

event will include two photograph 

displays and a hands-on experience to 

look through some of the new additions 

including original minute books and core 

samples.  Once the collection is 

processed, it will become the largest at 

Weber State University. 

By  Sarah Langsdon 

In October, Weber State University 

Stewart Library Special Collections will be 

celebrating the addition of 1,500 boxes 

of materials that document the history of 

Utah Construction Company/Utah 

International.  The original donation of 

150 boxes came in 1999 from the CEO 

Edmund Wattis Littlefield.  In the fall of 

2010, WSU was contacted by the records 

manager from BHP-Billiton, the company 

that had purchased Utah, asking if the 

university was interested in obtaining the 

rest of the historical files related to the 

company.  After a year of inspections and 

negotiations, the boxes arrived.   

In order to show the magnitude and 

importance of this collection, WSU 

Stewart Library will be hosting a white 

Documenting the Borderlands 

Weber State University 

nations drives the ongoing and growing 
publication of books and articles about 
Route 66. Archives are an ideal resource 
for unique primary source materials to 
support authors exploring a changing 
Route 66 environment and changing 
interpretations of the role Route 66 
played in American and state and local 
history. The ARC program has made 
some significant strides in promoting 
Route 66 and the 10 ARC members’ 
collections for researchers to use. Route 
66 as an archival subject may prove to be 
a prototype for other national or regional 
highway collecting focuses for other 
archives or archival groups. 

By Sean Evans 

Kaisa Barthuli of the U.S. National Park 
Service, Jennifer Day of the Oklahoma 
Historical Society and Sean Evans of the 
Cline Library, SCA at Northern Arizona 
University presented on the challenges 
and changes in the archival community in 
relation to Route 66. Kaisa Barthuli 
discussed how the  National Park 
Service’s Route 66 Corridor Preservation 
Office has created a 10 member Archives 
and Research Collaborative (ARC) (see: 
http://www.nps.gov/history/rt66/ARC/
index.htm ) whose purpose is to collect, 
organize and to provide to researchers 

primary source materials. Jennifer Day 
talked about the rich history of Route 66 
in Oklahoma, and the collections 
available to researchers (including the 
Cyrus Stevens Avery and Michael Wallis 
Collections at OSU, Tulsa). Sean Evans 
talked about Arizona’s pieces of Route 
66, but also about the evolving nature of 
the road, who is interested in it and how 
the Cline Library is supporting Route 66 
scholarship via an online exhibit, and by 
identifying materials throughout their 
digital collections through appropriate 
metadata, and an ongoing oral history 
program. The powerful identity of Route 
66 for Americans and people of many 

By Linda Whitaker 

The two panel sessions under this 
heading were intended to bring home 
the message that documenting history as 
it is being made in a volatile political 
environment comes with risk and 
controversy both for the records creators 
and for the archivists or repositories who 
want to collect those records. As the 
proposer for these sessions, I wanted to 

reach beyond the abstract notion of 
collection development and documenting 
the under-documented.   For archivists 
living along the border and in the hyper-
inflated rhetoric of media coverage, 
understanding the people affected by 
border policies and knowing the people 
who officially (and unofficially) document 
the outcomes of those policies is critical. 
(Continued page 21) 

Route 66 
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The Utah State Historical Society and the Professionalization of Utah Archives 
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By Cory Nimer 

With the upcoming 40th anniversary of 

the establishment of CIMA approaching 

next year, it has been interesting to look 

at the foundation and development of 

the archival profession in Utah. 

Reviewing the many institutions that 

make up the current archives community 

in the state, perhaps the most important 

of these has been the Utah State 

Historical Society. While not the oldest 

repository in the state—the Church 

Historian’s Office arrived with the 

Mormons—the Historical Society was the 

first to bring professional principles and 

methods into their archival practice. 

Their advocacy efforts also contributed 

to the creation of archival repositories at 

regional academic libraries within the 

state. 

The Historical Society was founded in 

1897, one year after Utah statehood, as a 

private institution with a broad mandate. 

Among their initial aims was “the 

preservation of manuscripts, papers, 

documents and tracts of value, especially 

narratives of the adventures of early 

explorers and pioneers.” In 1917 

thelegislature made the Society a state 

agency, and gave it the responsibility for 

inactive government records. Yet it was 

not until the late 1920s that the Society 

was provided with adequate funding to 

begin to address these requirements. 

The Society recognized the need for 

qualified staff, and as funding improved 

the Board began to seek individuals with 

professional training to manage their 

programs. The first full-time staff 

member, Marguerite Sinclair, was hired 

in 1937 based in part on her experience 

studying library cataloging and filing. 

After her resignation, in 1950 the Board 

selected A. Russell Mortensen to serve as 

Secretary-Editor of the Society. 

Mortensen, who held a Ph.D. in history, 

accelerated the professionalization 

process, advocating for the hiring of John 

James as the first professional librarian in 

1952, and of Everett L. Cooley as the first 

professional archivist in 1954. With this 

highly qualified staff at the helm, the 

Society was able to address their legal 

responsibilities and expand their services. 

Beyond its own centralized services, the 

Historical Society also encouraged the 

development of regional branches. Many 

of these branches were located in towns 

with universities, including Logan (1951), 

Provo (1952), Ogden (1959), Salt Lake 

City (1959), and Cedar City (1962). These 

local units often developed their own 

historical manuscripts collections, or 

encouraged the collecting of local 

historical sources, which were placed in 

the university libraries. In his role as state 

archivist, Cooley also encouraged the 

establishment of organizational archives 

at these schools. 

It was in large part due to this foundation 

that CIMA arose in 1973—with advocates  

such as Jay M. Haymond of the 

Historical Society and A. J. 

Simmonds at Utah State 

University leading the way. As we 

look forward to celebrating our 

upcoming organizational 

anniversary, we should also be 

thankful to those that helped 

create the archival community we 

participate in today. 



 

 

 

  

The first panel set the stage for those 
who followed. Dr. Gregory Hess, Medical 
Examiner for Pima County, Arizona and 
Kat Rodriguez, Director of Derechos 
Humanos in Tucson, Arizona spoke as 
“first responders” to border crossing 
victims found dead or reported missing in 
the Sonoran desert – the longest border 
and geographically  one of the most 
remote areas between Arizona and 
Mexico.  Theirs is an unusual and in 
Arizona, unprecedented collaboration 
that deserves wider recognition. 
 
Dr. Hess presented facts, figures and 
forensic evidence found in the field.  The 
summer months, of course, are the 
deadliest. There have been 1,199 migrant 
deaths reported since 2001, an average 
of 184 deaths annually. Due to 
decomposition and condition of skeletal 
remains, cause of death could not be 
determined in 62% of the cases.  As of 
December last year, 692 decedents 
remain unidentified and are in Pima 
County’s “overflow” cold storage trailer.  
Dr. Hess is determined to name the dead, 
however. When he needs assistance, he 
turns to Kat Rodriguez. 
 
Derechos Humanos is a grass roots 
human rights organization. 
(www.derechoshumanosaz.net) It is an 
advocacy group that actively lobbies for 
border policy changes through education 
and civic discourse. It also documents 
migrant abuse and collects missing 
migrant reports.  They have forged a 
working relationship with both the Pima 
County Medical Examiners Office and the 
Search and Rescue Unit of the U.S. 
Border Patrol. Derechos Humanos is part 
of a large network of church, non-profit, 
and relief  volunteer groups working 
along  both sides of the border to 

decrease crossing deaths.  Kat’s 
presentation ended with a timed 
sequence of red dots showing where 
bodies were found in the desert which 
merged to become a red sea south and 
southwest of Tucson.  
 
Panel II represented stewards of another 
sort – two of our colleagues, Chrystal 
Carpenter (University of Arizona) and 
Charles Stanford (New Mexico State 
University) and Jose Matus, a Yaqui 
leader dedicated to preserving his 
language and culture physically divided 
by the U.S.-Mexico border and the 
increasingly stringent crossing policies. 
Chrystal outlined her department’s 
priorities for collecting borderland 
materials and how collection 
development was coordinated within the 
department. Charles spoke eloquently 
about the frustrations of collecting 
borderland materials, the creation of a 
Social Justice Collection and developing 
the administrative support to sustain that 
effort. Jose described the need of the 
Yaqui tribe on the U.S. side of the border 
to have Yaqui elders from Mexico cross 
to teach religious rituals, share stories, 
language, and artwork in order to keep 
the Yaqui culture alive. Few Yaquis on the 
Mexico side have the documentation to 
cross.  That cultural exchange has all but 
ceased.   
 
Documenting the Borderlands: Stewards 
in the Field attempted to show and share 
the human side of creating and collecting 
borderland materials – an up close and 
personal view of the Beyond Borders 
theme coming at SAA in San Diego. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Documenting the Borderlands continued 

Documenting the Borderlands 

sets the stage for the SAA 

meeting’s theme Beyond Borders 

to be held in San Diego in 

August 2012. 
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By Tanya DeAngelis 

Explore the history of Sundance Institute 
as well as upcoming films and events 
through the Archives’ Tumblr 
blog.  Glance back at Quentin Tarantino 
as a burgeoning young director, a pre-
stardom Mark Wahlberg at the 1995 
Sundance Film Festival, and much more. 
 
Our Archives is brimming with materials 
documenting our Artist Programs and 
the Sundance Film Festival including, but 
not limited to photos, film stills, posters, 
videos, scripts, and press kits.  Why 
Tumblr?  Well, Tumblr is not only one of 
the fastest growing blogging platforms 
(16 billion page views a month), but it's 
also one of the best sources of curated 
content on fashion, photography, art, 
and design.  Through its own set of user 
tools including "reblogging" and "like," 

the nearly 60 million blogs on the 
platform comprise some of the most 
interesting pieces of creative content on 
the web.  One type of content thriving in 
this easy post and simple consume 
ecosystem is photographs, which we 
have plenty to share. 

So check Tumblr regularly (or if you're 
already a Tumblr user you can easily 
follow us) to catch a glimpse into the 
Sundance Institute Archives.  

Sundance Institute Archives 

Are you interesting in serving on the 
program committee for the joint CIMA/
SRMA conference in 2013 to be held in 
Salt Lake City?  If so, contact Sarah 
Langsdon at slangsdon@weber.edu. 
 

As president of CIMA, Sarah Langsdon 
will be representing the organization at 
the SAA/Regional Archival Organizations 
Summit. Please contact me at 
slangsdon@weber.edu if you have any 
concerns or issues that you would like to 
see addressed by the end of July.  I want 

to represent the needs of all the CIMA 
membership when it comes to advocacy, 
education, and communication between 
the regional organizations and SAA. 
 
 
SAA is offering $80 off registration to any 

CIMA member who is not currently a SAA 

member.  Watch out for the email from 

SAA if you are interested. 

Announcements 

“Our Archives is brimming with 

materials documenting our Artist 

Programs and the Sundance 

Film Festival.” 
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