
 

CIMA Elections 

CIMA Newsletter 

Elections for CIMA officers and 

council members will be held in 

April so that the results may be 

announced at the May meetings. 

Following is a list of candidates 

for  vice-president/president-

elect, secretary and council 

members. Brief biographies for 

each person are also given. 

 

Vice-President/President-Elect 

Daniel M. Davis (Utah State 

University) 

             

Daniel Davis attended the 

University of Wyoming where he 

received bachelor's and master's 

degree in history. He joined the 

staff at the American Heritage 

Center working as the 

photograph archivist from 1996 

to 2000. In 2000 he moved to 

Logan becoming the photograph 

curator with the Special 

Collections & Archives 

Department at Utah State 

University. In his current job 

Daniel is responsible for the 

historic photograph collections 

including cataloging, acquisition, 

research, preservation, and 

reference. He received tenure as 

an associate librarian in 2006. 

His research interest is with 19th 

Century photographers of the 

American West, and he is 

currently writing a book about 

railroad photographer Andrew 

Joseph Russell. Daniel teaches an 

archive management course 

through the USU History 

Department every fall. He lives 

with his wife Ashlee and 5-year-

old daughter Emilee in Nibley,  

Utah. 

1833, and his Nature was in 

some ways an attempt to 

complete Wordsworth’s work. 

Nature, in turn, became a major 

influence on Thoreau’s Walden. 

 

William Wordsworth And The 

Invention of National Parks is 

located on level 3, the main level 

of the library. Admission is free 

and it is open during all library 

hours. It will be in place until 

October 2013. 

A new exhibition in the Harold 

B. Lee Library traces the origin 

of the idea of national parks back 

to the leading poet of the English 

Romantic Movement, William 

Wordsworth. Wordsworth 

inspired millions of hikers, 

climbers and artists as well as 

later American authors such as 

Ralph Waldo Emerson, Henry 

David Thoreau, John Muir, 

through Edward Abby.  

  

The library’s exhibition includes 

Wordsworth’s writing and 

example of those who followed 

him. On display are first editions 

of Emerson’s Nature, Thoreau’s 

Walden, and Walt Whitman’s 

Leaves of Grass. Also displayed 

is John Muir’s 1901 Our 

National Parks. Each of these 

books is distinctly American, yet 

each also manifests a debt to 

Wordsworth and the transatlantic 

Romantic tradition. All of these 

American writers grew up on 

Wordsworth’s writings. Emerson 

even visited the aged poet in 

Special points of interest: 

 Read the latest  on the coming 

annual meeting in May 

 Lots of news from various 

institutions in Idaho, Utah and 

Nevada 

 Don’t miss the President’s 

Corner 

 Lecture Series at the Church 

History Library 
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Ed Riding (LDS Church History 

Library) 

Ed Riding is a librarian/archivist 

with a strong background in library 

automation. He worked for twenty-

three years at SirsiDynix, a library 

automation vendor, in training, 

product management, and sales 

roles. He has been with the LDS 

Church History Library for the past 

three years, where he processes 

archival materials and leads a 

number of initiatives, including 

authority control, Web archiving, 

and continual improvement of the 

catalog for greater public access.  

 

Continued on page 8 

Invention of  National Parks  



 

April 13 

Conference: Southwest Idaho Library 

Association 

Eagle, ID: Fresco Arts Academy 

Info: www.idaholibraries.org/conferences 

Conference co-chairs are Michelle Armstrong 

and Julia Stringfellow of Boise State 

University. For other spring regional 

conferences, see www.idaholibraries.org/

conferences. 

 

April 27, 6-9 pm 

Annual Benefit Dinner and Auction 

Boise: Basque Center, 601 Grove St. 

Info: www.basquemuseum.com 

The annual benefit dinner and auction for the 

Basque Museum & Cultural Center and 

Boiseko Ikastola. 6 pm, no-host bar; 7 pm, full

-course Basque dinner at the Basque Center. 

(Please note: This event is not at the Basque 

Museum.) 

 

NEVADA 

April 4-6 

Conference: Southwest Oral History 

Association 

Las Vegas: University of Nevada 

Info: http://sohaconference.com 

Conference theme: ―Reinventing Realities: 

Creating Identity and Community through 

Oral History.‖ 

 

April 25, 6:30 pm 

Lecture: Chuck Weller 

Carson City: Nevada State Museum, 600 N. 

Carson St. 

Info: museums.nevadaculture.org  

Lecture by Chuck Weller describing the role 

of Nevada in World War II, including a 

discussion of the famous Halsey saddle.  

 

 

Exhibitions, lectures, conferences, and more! 

The next CIMA calendar will feature June-

August 2013 events. 

 

ARIZONA 

March 30-June 23 

Exhibition: Lola Alvarez Bravo and the 

Photography of an Era  

Tucson: Center for Creative Photography, 

University of Arizona 

Info: www.creativephotography.org/

exhibitions-events 

Lola Alvarez Bravo and the Photography of an 

Era sheds new light on one of Mexico’s most 

important photographers. Originally organized 

by the Diego Rivera Studio Museum in 

Mexico City, this traveling exhibition presents 

a selection of fine prints from the González 

Rendón Archive, a recently discovered body 

of materials that encompass the long arc of 

Lola’s career. For its installation at the Center 

for Creative Photography, guest curators 

Rachael Arauz and Adriana Zavala have also 

chosen a group of works from the CCP’s own 

archive of Lola Alvarez Bravo photographs. 

Featuring both iconic and lesser-known 

images, as well as photographs by her former 

husband Manuel Alvarez Bravo, and by her 

students, the joint presentation of these two 

archives will inspire fresh insights into this 

fascinating photographer’s rich contributions 

to modern art. 

 

April 16, 5:30 pm 

Talk: Vanessa K. Davidson, PhD, ―The 

Politics of Place: Latin American 

Photography, Past and Present‖ 

Tucson: Center for Creative Photography 

Auditorium, University of Arizona 

Info: www.creativephotography.org/

exhibitions-events 

Artists from Latin America have long 

embraced photography as a means to capture 

their surroundings, document social injustice 

and political upheaval, and create images of 

national identity. In this lecture, Dr. Davidson 

will explore photographs with potent political 

undertones that convey a sense of place that is 

crucial to their meanings. She will provide an 

historical overview of the development of 

photographic practices in Latin America, and 

will also touch upon the main themes of the 

recent Phoenix Art Museum exhibition, The 

Politics of Place: Latin American 

Photography, Past and Present. Dr. Davidson 

holds a PhD in the history of 20th century and 

contemporary Latin American art and has held 

her current post, Shawn and Joe Lampe 

Associate Curator of Latin American Art at 

the Phoenix Art Museum, since October 2011. 

 

through September 3 

Exhibition: The Amazing Kolb Brothers: A 

Grand Life at Grand Canyon!  

Grand Canyon National Park: Kolb Studio 

Info: http://www.nps.gov/grca/planyourvisit/

art-exhibits.htm 

At first glance, Kolb Studio is just a house 

perched on the rim of the Grand Canyon, but 

if you look behind the doors or see it from the 

Bright Angel Trail after a long hike from the 

river, you realize it is much more than that. It 

is the place where the Kolb Brothers created a 

lasting legacy of adventure, family love, and 

amazing Grand Canyon photography that will 

last as long as the canyon itself. This exhibit is 

presented by the Grand Canyon Association, 

Cline Library, and Grand Canyon National 

Park. Additional funding is provided by the 

Babbitt Foundation, Pink Jeep Tours, Las 

Vegas and Sedona and Ms. Penny Schultz.  

 

IDAHO 

through December 31 

Exhibition: Essential Idaho: 150 Things That 

Make the Gem State Unique 

Boise: Idaho State Historical Museum 

Info: http://www.history.idaho.gov/museum-

events 

The Idaho State Historical Museum will 

celebrate the 150th anniversary of the creation 

of Idaho Territory with this special exhibition. 

This major exhibit is one of the largest ever 

shown at the museum and features rare 

artifacts, hands-on learning stations, and 

compelling stories about our fascinating state. 

Calendar 
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Library, 4th Floor 

Info: http://www.lib.utah.edu/info/news.php 

Marriott Library Head Conservator Tomomi 

Nakashima instructs a five-week workshop 

aimed to aid wounded books. Ten motivated 

participants receive a kit of basic tools and 

materials as well as damaged books on which 

to learn foundational book repair techniques. 

The class meets March 20 and 27, and April 3, 

10, and 17, 5-8 pm. Call the Book Arts 

Program to register. Contact Emily Tipps, 801

-585-9191. Parking is available in the pay lot 

on the west side of the Marriott Library. Cost: 

$180 workshop fee plus $50 materials fee. 

 

May 22-25 

Conference: Joint Meeting, CIMA and Society 

of Rocky Mountain Archivists 

Salt Lake City: Marriott Downtown at City 

Creek 

Info: https://sites.google.com/site/

cimasrma2013/home 

Conference special events include facilities 

tours, walking tours, and more. See the 

conference website for details. 

 

through July 14 

Exhibition: Mike Disfarmer: Cleburne County 

Portraits 

Salt Lake City: Utah Museum of Fine Arts 

Info: http://umfa.utah.edu/exhibitions_current 

The Coen Brothers, Ralph Lauren, and 

guitarist Bill Frisell are just a few artists who 

have found inspiration in the photographs of 

Mike Disfarmer. A small-town photographer 

from Heber Springs, Arkansas, Disfarmer used 

glass plate negatives to create snapshot size 

photographs as keepsakes for the local 

community. The stark minimalism of his 

studio backdrops, especially those used during 

the 1930s and through the war years, 

effectively isolate his subjects and in doing so 

create intimate, deeply human portraits of 

them. The dignity of hard work and the 

vagaries of rural life can be read in the faces 

and demeanor of the many people who sat for 

his ―penny portraits.‖ 

 

Regular admission fee: $8 adults, free for 

museum members and persons 17 and under. 

Doors open at 6 pm. Early arrival 

recommended.  

 

through September 9 

Exhibition: Italian Buckaroos: Old World & 

New World 

Elko: Wiegand Gallery, Western Folklife 

Center  

Featured in the Wiegand Gallery at the 

Western Folklife Center during the 

29th National Cowboy Poetry Gathering will 

be exhibitions of Italian and Italian-American 

cowboy culture. The Italian exhibition will 

feature historic and contemporary views of 

cowboy life in the Maremma region of Italy. 

Gear, clothing, artwork, photographs, and 

videos illustrate the ancient, and still vibrant, 

cowboy culture of the Italian cowboy, 

or buttero. This exhibition is exclusively 

supported by the E. L. Wiegand Foundation. 

The Wiegand Gallery will also feature Italian 

Buckaroos: Old World & New World, an 

exhibition of photographs and memorabilia 

from Italian-American ranching culture. This 

exhibition is sponsored by Red Ranch and 

others. 

 

NEW MEXICO 

on view now 

Exhibition: Woven Stories: Navajo Weavers in 

a Changing World 

Albuquerque: Maxwell Museum of 

Anthropology, University of New Mexico 

Info: http://www.unm.edu/~maxwell/ 

Co-curators Catherine Baudoin and Gwen 

Saul worked with several Navajo weavers to 

create the Woven Stories exhibition. Weavers’ 

impressions and observations profoundly 

affected the direction of this exhibit, and many 

of the stories and observations from the 

weavers are included. Twenty-one Navajo 

textiles and over forty photographs taken by 

John Collier, Jr. offer opportunities to 

reminisce, to renegotiate the past, and to make 

connections to the present. Despite the 

challenges weavers currently face, they 

continue to build upon their own weaving 

traditions in innovative ways.  

 

April 5-6 

Event: 22nd Antiquarian Book Fair 

Albuquerque: University of New Mexico, 

1634 University Blvd. NE 

Info: http://www.unm.edu/~maxwell/ 

The 22nd Albuquerque Antiquarian Book Fair 

will be held at the University of New 

Mexico’s Conference Center at 1634 

University Blvd., just north of Indian School 

Rd. Dealers of used, out-of-print, and rare 

materials from across the Western states will 

participate. They will offer books, maps, 

photos, prints, postcards, and other printed 

collectibles in diverse subjects. Free parking 

will be available both days. The event is 

sponsored by the Maxwell Museum of 

Anthropology and run by its volunteers. All 

proceeds will benefit the museum’s Clark 

Field Archives & Library Fund. Friday 5-9 

pm, $6.00 (good for both days); Saturday 10 

am-4 pm, $2.00. 

 

April 14, 2013-March 16, 2014 

Exhibition: Cowboys Real and Imagined 

Santa Fe: New Mexico History Museum 

Info: www.nmhistorymuseum.org/

calendar.php? 

Using artifacts and photographs from its wide-

ranging collections, along with loans from 

more than 100 people and museums, Cowboys 

Real and Imagined blends a chronological 

history of Southwestern cowboys with the rise 

of a manufactured mystique as at home on city 

streets as it is in a stockyard. Augmented by 

archival footage, oral histories, musical 

performances, and a programming series that 

includes showings of classic Western movies 

filmed in New Mexico, the exhibition anchors 

the cowboy story in New Mexico, a place that 

gave birth to the real thing and held onto it 

longer than most other states. 

UTAH 

March 20-April 17 

Workshop: Simple Book Repairs for At-Home 

Curators 

Salt Lake City: Book Arts Studio, Marriott 

Calendar continued 

Page 3 Volume 40, Issue 2 



 Reception at Fort Douglas: Thursday, May 

23, 6:00-8:00.  Band ―The Dewey decimals‖, a 

band lead by University of Utah interim dean 

Rick Anderson.  Robert Kirby (humor 

columnist) 

Tours: 

Wednesday, May 22, 3:30-5_00 from 1830 to 

the present Wednesday, May 22, 3:30-5:00 

p.m.: LDS Church History Library - The 

Church History Library provides archival 

storage and public access for materials that 

chronicle the history of The Church of Jesus 

Christ of Latter-day Saints day. 

Thursday, May 23, 11:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m.:  

McCune Mansion - Early American 

entrepreneur and railroad tycoon Alfred W. 

McCune built the Mansion as his family 

home.  The building  of the McCune Mansion 

began in 1898 and was completed at a cost of 

$1,000,000.00 in 1901. Site of the st CIMA 

meeting. (Limit 25)  

Friday, May 24, 4:30-6:00 p.m. – Downtown 

Salt Lake City Walking Tour – Randy Dixon, 

a      scholar of early Utah and Salt Lake City 

history will be the guide on this walking toru 

of historic downtown Salt Lake City. (Limit 

15) 

Saturday, May 25, 10:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m. – 

University of Utah Special Collection – A 

behind-the-scenes tour of the University’s 

Special Collections, including the 

conservation lab and book karts area. 

Saturday, May 25, 3:30-5:00 p.m. – Historic 

25th Street Walking Tour – Booze, brothels, 

and gambling halls, tour Ogden’s Two-Bit 

Street from the Union Station to the Ben 

Lomond Hotel. Dinner at MacCool’s Irish 

Pub. Transportation from Salt Lake City: UTA 

lightrail. 

CIMA Meetings  

Page 4 CIMA Newsletter 

Washington State University. In 1971 he 

returned to Utah State University where he 

was a member of the Department of History. 

Ross served as Department Head from 1976-

1984. He served as Director of the Mountain 

West Center from 1986-1996 and 2001-2003. 

In 2004, he served as the President of Deep 

Spring College and then returned to USU as 

Vice-President of Advancement. Peterson 

teaches Recent American History as well as 

courses in African American Studies. His 

publications include a biography of Idaho 

Senator Glen H. Taylor and histories of 

Idaho, Cache County, and Ogden, Utah. 

 

Reception at Fort Douglas: Thursday, May 

23, 6:00-8:00.  Band ―The Dewey decimals‖, 

a band led by University of Utah interim 

dean Rick Anderson.  Robert Kirby (humor 

columnist) 

Tours: 

Wednesday, May 22, 3:30-5:00 p.m.: LDS 

Church History Library - The Church History 

Library provides archival storage and public 

access for materials that chronicle the history 

of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints from 1830 to the present day  

 

Thursday, May 23, 11:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m.:  

McCune Mansion - Early American 

entrepreneur and railroad tycoon Alfred W. 

McCune built the Mansion as his family 

home.  The building  of the McCune  

 

 

 

Mansion began in 1898 and was completed 

at a cost of $1,000,000.00 in 1901. Site of 

the 1st CIMA meeting. (Limit 25)  

Friday, May 24, 4:30-6:00 p.m. – 

Downtown Salt Lake City Walking Tour – 

Randy Dixon, a      scholar of early Utah 

and Salt Lake City history will be the guide 

on this walking toru of historic downtown 

Salt Lake City. (Limit 15) 

Saturday, May 25, 10:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m. – 

University of Utah Special Collection – A 

behind-the-scenes tour of the University’s 

Special Collections, including the 

conservation lab and book carts area. 

Saturday, May 25, 3:30-5:00 p.m. – Historic 

25th Street Walking Tour – Booze, brothels, 

and gambling halls, tour Ogden’s Two-Bit 

Street from the Union Station to the Ben 

Lomond Hotel. 

Dinner at 

MacCool’s Irish 

Pub. 

Transportation 

from Salt Lake 

City: UTA 

lightrail. 

 

 

 

 

 

  
CIMA CONFERENCE 

May 22-26, 2013 

Salt Lake City, Utah 
 

Preconference Sessions: 

SAA - Managing Electronic Records in 

Archives and Special Collections #1364: 

Wednesday, May 22, 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. 

Get ready to focus on the skills that 

administrators and managers—those archivists 

with oversight over their department or the 

entire archival enterprise of their institution—

need to incorporate electronic records 

management into their archives and special 

collections. We will discuss both the 

administrative and technical needs to 

successfully manage archived electronic 

records allowing you to make thoughtful and 

convincing arguments to staff and superiors 

grounded in knowing what it takes 

 

Preservation Issues: Wednesday, May 22, 

1:30-5:00 p.m. 
In this fast paced introductory workshop, we 

will offer a broad overview of theories and 

practices of preserving library and archival 

collections.  Preservation planning, 

environmental factors, emergency 

management, storage & handling will be 

discussed. Designed to offer some food for 

thought; participants will walk away with 

more questions than answers. The workshop is 

guaranteed to be an eye opening experience. 

Michael Frazier, conservator, Special 

Collections 

UNLV Libraries 

 
Archives 101: Wednesday, May 22, 9:00 am

-12:00 p.m.  Peter Michel, Special 

Collections, University of Nevada, Las Vegas 

Plenary speaker: Ross Peterson –Thursday, 

May 23, 8:00-9:30 a.m.  

  Ross Peterson is a native of Montpelier, 

Idaho and a graduate of Utah State 

University. He received a PhD from  

 

  



Men and Women of  Faith Lecture Series  

 

Continued from Page 7 

September 12, 2013 

Bread, Water, Oil, and Cloth: Religious 

Objects, Mormon Women, and Ritual, 

by Kris Wright 

Objects can be a primary form of evidence for 

understanding religion. By looking at Latter-

day 

Saint women’s history through the lens of 

religious 

or sacred objects like sacrament bread, 

sacrament 

vessels, sacred clothing, consecrated oil, or 

religious 

textiles, we can develop a better understanding 

of 

how women in the past experienced such 

objects 

and how these interactions shaped their 

beliefs. 

October 17, 2013 

Bathsheba W. Smith: Woman of Great 

Faith, 

by Heidi S. Swinton 

Bathsheba W. Smith had a strong testimony of 

the 

restored gospel: ―When I heard the Gospel I 

knew 

it was true; . . . when I first beheld Joseph 

Smith 

I knew I stood face to face with a prophet of 

the 

living God.‖ She was a woman of dignity, 

charm, 

and benevolence, who devoted herself to 

serving 

others and faced life’s trials with unwavering 

faith. 

November 14, 2013 

Faith to Persevere: The Southern States 

Mission, 1875–1898, by Heather Seferovich 

In the 19th century, the Southern States 

Mission 

was the Church’s largest domestic mission and 

an important training ground for future 

leaders. 

Missionaries serving in the South were treated 

with 

kindness, indifference, and brutality, each in 

varying 

degrees. The American South was both a 

hospitable 

and a hostile host to Latter-day Saint 

missionaries. 

As part of the Church History Department, 

the Church History Library is committed to 

providing learning experiences that give the 

public 

information about preserving their own history 

and help them understand how Church history 

is relevant to them. For information 

about other events sponsored by the library, 

please visit history.lds.org. 

“To catch the reader's attention, place an interesting sentence or quote from the 

story here.” 
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 Utah State Archives Institutional Report: Spring 2013 

Highlights 

 

Records from the Department of Natural Resources, the office 

of the Lieutenant Governor, the Salt Lake City Water 

Commission, and the Eighth District Court of Uintah County 

were all processed by Archives staff in early 2013. 

 

Territorial Executive Papers from 1849 to 1896 have been 

digitized and made available on the Utah State Archives 

website at: http://archives.utah.gov/digital/241.htm 

 

Territorial Governor’s records from 1850 to 1893 have been 

digitized and made available online on the Utah State Archives 

website. These include records from Territorial Governor 

Brigham Young (1850-1857), Territorial Governor Eli 

Houston Murray (1880-1886), and Territorial Governor Arthur 

Lloyd Thomas (1889-1893). These records can be accessed 

through the Utah State Archives website at: http://

archives.utah.gov/digital/index.html 

 

The Utah State Archives launched it’s new website in 

December. The most notable changes were made to the 

redesign and navigation of the Records Management page and 

the creation of two new pages: Micrographics and Open 

Records. Additionally, the new website provides an ―I want 

to….‖ menu in the footer of each page. More information can 

be found at: http://archives.utah.gov/index.html 

 

In recognition of Records and Information Management 

Month, the Utah State Archives will host a series of 

presentations on Thursday, April 25th focusing on practical 

tools and tips for records preservation and management. The 

sessions will be presented by local professionals and State 

Archives’ employees. 

Utah State Archives Updates  
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faced the challenge of adapting programs 

developed 

in the Mormon heartland to conditions in the 

international Church. Rising political tensions 

and 

European class and cultural differences 

complicated 

her efforts to reach out to Latter-day Saint 

women. 

Continued on page 5 

 

The LDS Church History Library is 

sponsoring a lecture series entitled Men and 

Women of Faith during 2013. The lectures are 

described below. 

April 11, 2013 

Bruce R. McConkie: A Special Witness, 

by Joseph Fielding McConkie 

Bruce R. McConkie taught that a measure of 

one’s 

discipleship is found in how completely he or 

she 

believes in the teachings of the Prophet Joseph 

Smith. It was from the revelations of the 

Restoration 

that the fire of Bruce R. McConkie’s 

testimony 

was kindled and the power of his testimony of 

Christ came. 

May 9, 2013 

Julia and Emily Hill: Sisters in Zion, 

by Debbie J. Christensen 

―As Sisters in Zion‖ was written by Emily Hill 

Woodmansee and is now a beautiful hymn that 

is 

often sung by sisters in the Church. The 

experiences 

of Julia and Emily Hill—as they accepted the 

gospel 

and traveled to the Salt Lake Valley in the 

Willie 

handcart company—exemplify the potential 

each of 

us has to triumph over adversity. 

June 13, 2013 

My Mother Was Always Praying: 

Latter-day Saint Women in East Germany 

during World War II, by Jay A. Parry 

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 

Saints was 

strong in Germany before World War II, but 

the war 

brought danger and chaos. The teachings of 

the 

gospel and the fellowship of the Church 

strengthened, 

blessed, and comforted the faithful Latter-day 

Saint women in East Germany as they endured 

the 

trials of war. 

July 11, 2013 

Iosepa: Utah’s Pacific Islander Pioneers 

through an Archaeologist’s Eyes, 

by Benjamin Pykles 

From 1889 to 1917, Latter-day Saint converts 

from 

Polynesia settled in Iosepa, a remote desert 

colony 

in Utah’s Skull Valley. Archaeological 

investigations 

at the town site have revealed how these 

pioneers 

from the Pacific sought to make the desert 

―blossom 

as the rose‖ by drawing upon their traditional 

cultures and their newfound faith. 

August 8, 2013 

Amy Brown Lyman’s Mission in Europe: 

Ministering to the Saints amid the 

Gathering 

Storm, by David Hall 

Accompanying her mission president husband 

to 

Europe in 1936, Amy Brown Lyman, then 

serving as 

a counselor in the general Relief Society 

presidency, 

Men and Women of  Faith Lecture Series  

The lectures are held in the 

Assembly Hall at 

7:00 p.m. Validated parking 

is available at the 

Conference 

Center. As you enter the 

Conference Center parking, 

inform the attendant 

that you are going to a 

lecture and ask for a token to 

use when you exit. 
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Special Collections, an interview with an 

Idaho author, and a tutorial on primary sources 

done by Special Collections staff. The exhibit 

will be up through the summer.    

 

There is also a job opening for an archivist/

librarian and assistant professor in Special 

Collections. For more information, visit the 

following link http://hrs.boisestate.edu/

careers/searchcareers/librarianarchivist-and-

assistant-professor/. 

—Julia Stringfellow, Archivist/Librarian 

 

The Special Collections staff began 

experimenting with placing iPads in the 

reading room for patrons to access a few 

months ago. This has proven successful as 

patrons use the iPads to access online finding 

aids, online text and image collections, and 

library databases and related resources. 

Patrons also use the iPads to take notes, take 

pictures of materials they are viewing to e-

mail to themselves, and to magnify content. 

The Special Collections staff is also 

experimenting with different apps that patrons 

can also use to benefit their research. 

 

A new exhibit was installed in February in 

conjunction with the 150th anniversary of the 

founding of the Idaho Territory and the city of 

Boise that documents the history of writing in 

both Boise and Idaho. Materials include books 

written by famous Idaho authors, Boise's 

environment, and unique Idaho fiction. 

Photographs and newspaper clippings on 

Idaho authors are included, as well as local 

magazines and maps. There is also the 

typewriter used by Idaho author Ted 

Trueblood! QR codes in the exhibit link to 

guides for authors' collections housed in 

Boise State Notes 
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Candidates continued 

Since he’s been at CHL, he has been 

blessed to work with, and learn from, 

some of the best archivists on the planet, 

including Max Evans, Brandon Metcalf, 

Gordon Irving, Christy Best, Jeff 

Anderson, Ryan Lee, and Jay Burton. Ed 

was also fortunate enough to attend the 

Modern Archives Institute in 2011. 

 

Council 

 

Trevor Alvord (Brigham Young 

University) 

Trevor Alvord is the Curator of 21st 

Century Mormonism and Western 

Americana at BYU’s L. Tom Perry 

Special Collections.  A native of Ogden, 

Utah, he attended Utah State University, 

graduating in 2007 with dual degrees in 

History and Religious Studies.  After 

graduation he began working in USU’s 

Special Collections department as a 

Processing Archivist.  While there his 

responsibilities included processing the 

scrapbook collections and coordinating 

USU’s EAD conversion project.  During 

his work at USU he attended San José 

State University and earned his Master's 

of Library and Information Science 

degree in 2009.  From 2010 to 2012 he 

he served as the Head of Special 

Collections at James Madison 

University, overseeing all of the 

archival, rare book, and digitization 

initiatives for the department.  In his 

current position at BYU Trevor serves a 

dual role of collecting modern imprints 

on Mormonism and Western American 

and building a Web archive of Mormon-

related content. 

 

 

Erika B. Castaño (University of 

Arizona) 

Erika B. Castaño is the digital archivist 

in the Special Collections unit at the 

University of Arizona Libraries, where 

she coordinates digital initiatives, 

oversees workflows for EAD creation, 

and acquisition and maintenance of born 

digital records. Prior to joining the 

University of Arizona Libraries in 2008, 

she served as the first curator for the 

Oregon Multicultural Archives at 

Oregon State University Libraries. Erika 

holds a Masters in Library Science from 

the University of Arizona, where she 

was part of the Knowledge River 

Program for Hispanic and Native 

American Students. Erika was also a 

participant in the first cohort of the 

Archives Leadership Institute.  Her  

Her professional activities include: 

Society  American Archivist: 2013 

Nominating committee, Chair; Diversity 

Committee (2010‒2012); Waldo Gifford 

Leland Award Committee 2007‒2010, 

Chair, 2009‒2010; 2011 Annual Meeting 

Speaker, Session #604, ―Fostering a 

Diverse Profession: Mentoring and 

Internship Programs, Experiences at the 

University of Arizona Libraries.‖ 

Northwest Archivists, Inc.: Treasurer 

(2007‒2009); Program Committee for 

2006 Annual Meeting in Moscow, 

Idaho.  Tribal Archives, Libraries and 

Museums 2009 National Conference: 

Member, Conference, Program, and 

Awards Committees. CIMA: Program 

Committee,  2013 CIMA/SRMA  joint 

meeting. 

Amber D'Ambrosio (Dixie State 

University) 

Amber D'Ambrosio is a recent graduate of 

the Master of Information Science 

program at the University at Albany, State 

University of New York. . Since 

September 2012 she has been working as 

the Special Collections Librarian and 

Archivist at Dixie State University in St. 

George, Utah. She holds an M.A. in 

English Renaissance Literature from the 

University of Leeds in the United 

Kingdom and received her B.A. in 

English from Colorado State University.  

http://hrs.boisestate.edu/careers/searchcareers/librarianarchivist-and-assistant-professor/
http://hrs.boisestate.edu/careers/searchcareers/librarianarchivist-and-assistant-professor/
http://hrs.boisestate.edu/careers/searchcareers/librarianarchivist-and-assistant-professor/


I think CIMA greatest strength lies within the 

current membership and those looking to 

cultivate the next generation of archivists.  

With the influx of graduates with MLIS, we 

must look to find opportunities for them to 

join the profession and bring CIMA through 

the next 40 years.    CIMA must work to 

prepare archivists for roles both within their 

institutions, within the profession, and in 

society.  Then when we celebrate CIMA’s 80th 

anniversary, we will be the ―old-timers‖ that 

get invited to reminisce about CIMA when we 

are older.  

Photo by Michael Frazier 

With the 40th anniversary of CIMA fast 

approaching, I have been thinking about our 

conference theme of ―Come Together: 

Celebrating the History and Future of Western 

Archivists.‖  Forty years ago, a small group of 

archivists in this region decided to get together 

and form an organization that would focus on 

the needs of professionals.  They created an 

organization that would provide education, 

leadership opportunities, networking among 

the different institutions and mentoring 

opportunities for new professionals entering 

the field.  Fifteen years ago, I was taken under 

the wing of John Sillito at Weber State and 

shown the wide world of archives here in the 

Intermountain West.  John and others have 

taken to heart the call from Amber Cushing 

(2010) for ―older members of professional 

associations should work to engage younger 

professionals in leadership roles within 

organizations and provide opportunities for 

growth and advancement‖ (American 

Archivist, p. 601).   

As the professional organization for this 

region, we need to make sure that we are 

making room in the profession for new 

workers so that we are not losing out on 

potential archivists to other fields.  We need to 

be mentoring graduates, students (both 

graduate and even undergraduate) who show 

interest in archival work.  This has become a 

current topic for me as Weber State has faced 

some growth and turnover.  With John’s 

retirement in 2010, we entered the next 

generation of archival professionals being in 

charge of a department.  We have recently 

added two new members to our staff who are 

fresh out of graduate school.  I now see the 

cycle coming full circle as I am becoming the 

mentor and working to engage them in 

opportunities for growth within the profession.  

I find myself explaining the benefits of joining 

a regional organization such as CIMA 

including the networking availabilities.  These 

have become a wonderful benefit in my own 

professional career as I know there are people 

throughout this region that are available with 

just a quick phone call or email.  CIMA is 

working toward finding a vision for the 

profession in the Intermountain West, finding 

common solutions to complex problems and 

coordinating the working of the membership 

within the association. 

President’s Corner  
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Candidates continued 

Adam Luke (Brigham Young University—Idaho) 

Adam Luke is a Primary Resource Librarian at Brigham Young University-Idaho in Rexburg, Idaho. Adam earned a BA in history from 

Brigham Young University, an MS in history from Utah State University, and an MSIS with an emphasis in archival enterprise and 

records management from the University of Texas at Austin. At USU he worked as an editorial fellow with the Western Historical 

Quarterly and for graduate work conducted oral histories with members of the Utah Wilderness Association. This background served 

him well as an oral historian with the Tempe Historical Museum, interviewing environmental professionals and civic leaders about 

Arizona’s desert environment. In Austin, he worked with the National Digital Newspaper Program at the Briscoe Center for American 

History. After spending time as a visiting archivist at BYU-Idaho’s special collections, Adam was hired full time to work with university 

archives and the campus Records Management program. He is currently revamping the records management program and has developed 

policies and processes for working with archives and manuscript collections in the university’s Special Collections and Archives. 



www.library.unlv.edu/oral_histories/

index.html 

 

Southwest Oral History Conference at 

UNLV -- April 4-6, 2013 

UNLV Libraries and the History Department 

in the College of Liberal Arts are hosting the 

annual conference of the Southwest Oral 

History Association (SOHA) from Thursday, 

April 4 through Saturday evening April 6, 

2013. Caryll Dziedziak, PhD, history 

professor, is conference chair 

and assumes the organization’s 

presidency this year. Under her 

leadership, SOHA is seeking to 

become a research entity on our 

campus sponsored by the 

College of Liberal Arts and 

UNLV Libraries.  

For more information: http://

sohaconference.com/ 

Shelley Berkeley Donates 

Congressional Papers to 

UNLV Libraries  

Thirty years from now people 

searching for information about 

Nevada’s political history will 

not be let down when they 

come to UNLV Libraries. 

Currently, The Libraries 

maintains papers of two former U.S. senators, 

Howard Cannon and Chic Hecht, as well as 

those from a number of Southern Nevada state 

legislators and items from former 

Congressman Jim Bilbray. The most recent 

addition is that of Congresswoman Berkley, 

who has also generously donated her 

congressional papers to UNLV Libraries. 

 

 Congresswoman Shelley Berkley, who served 

Nevada from Jan. 3, 1999 to Jan. 3, 2013, 

donated 42 boxes – approximately 45 linear 

feet – consisting of paper legislative records 

such as correspondence, documents and 

reports; videos of her appearances; certificates, 

awards, plaques and various mementos; and a 

number of noteworthy photos. 

Continued on page 11 

 

 

UNLV Special Collections Welcomes New 

Director 

 

The UNLV Libraries welcomed Michelle 

Light as the new director of Special 

Collections on March 1.  Light comes from the 

University of California, Irvine (UCI), where 

she was head of Special Collections, Archives 

and Digital Scholarship. In addition to her six 

years at UCI, her 14-year career in special 

collections and archives includes positions at 

the University of Washington, Northeastern 

University, and Yale University.  

 

She has an MS in Information Science from 

the University of Michigan, an MA in History 

from the University of Michigan, and a BA in 

History from the University of Oregon. A 

graduate of Bonanza High School, Light grew 

up in Las Vegas.  
 

Peter Michel, director of Special Collections 

since 1995, will be stepping into a new role to 

lead the Libraries’ efforts to expand its 

physical and digital exhibits programs, and he 

will continue in his role as scholar, author, and 

historian for the Libraries through his work on 

digital collections and grants.  

 

Under his leadership, Special Collections has 

focused on Las Vegas as an urban 

phenomenon expanding collections in 

architecture, theater production/costume 

design, maps, mining, and fine press. During 

his tenure, the Center for Gaming Research 

and the Oral History Research Center have 

evolved to be major research centers at 

UNLV. He will bring his in-depth knowledge 

of Las Vegas history and the collections to 

bear on the curation of a robust program of 

physical and digital exhibits for UNLV and for 

the broader Southern Nevada community. 

 
UNLV Libraries Partners in Las Vegas 

African-American Collaborative Project  

The African-American Collaborative Project 

is collecting oral interviews, photographs, and 

manuscript materials depicting the 

overarching, pivotal experiences of blacks in 

Las Vegas.  Both the interviews and 

documentation will eventually be made 

accessible as part of a digital collection. The 

project’s span is from 3 – 5 years with partners 

that include UNLV Libraries, Vegas PBS, Las 

Vegas Clark County Public Libraries, Las 

Vegas National Bar Association, Henderson 

Libraries, Weiner-Rogers Law Library, 

Nevada State Museum, Las Vegas National 

Bar Association, and the Clark County 

Museum. A group of community advisors that 

assisted in organizing a series of panels filmed 

by Vegas PBS and an ongoing Town Hall 

Meetings at the West Las Vegas library is 

comprised of Jarmilla McMillan-Arnold, 

Hannah Brown, Brenda Williams, Sonya 

Horsford, EdD, Clare Sampson, Courtney 

Mooney, and Todd Robinson, PhD. 

For more information please contact: 

claytee.white@unlv.edu http://

www.library.unlv.edu/oral_histories/

african_americans_in_lv.html 

 

Oral History Research Center at UNLV 

Celebrates Tenth Anniversary 

 

The Oral History Research Center at the 

UNLV Libraries is celebrating its tenth year of 

collecting the history of southern Nevada!  In 

addition to collecting oral history, the center 

has been actively involved in training 

community groups to collect their history, 

conducting workshops throughout campus, 

working with researchers from the world 

community with a focused concentration on 

our students, and forming group projects to 

ensure that Las Vegas history is captured and 

preserved for future generations.  The center 

also engages in writing and presenting the 

history of our region at conferences, panel 

discussions, presentations and as written 

documentation in books and journals. Over the 

next ten years, the center will engage our 

students at a new and exciting level, continue 

to present UNLV in individual and group 

settings throughout the city, and teach the 

value of the interviewing process as a critical 

primary source that allows the inclusion of all 

segments of our population.  

For more information: http://

Nevada State News—UNLV Libraries 
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There has been a change in the newsletter staff. Erica 

Olsen has taken a job outside of the CIMA area and 

will no longer be the assistant editor. Melissa Johnson, 

Weber State, will be the new assistant editor. 

Melissa Johnson is the Special Collections 

Coordinator and has worked in the Stewart Library 

since 2000. She has a BS in English and Public 

History from Weber State University.  She has 

completed the Society of American Archivists courses 

in More Product, Less Process and photograph 

preservation. 

CIMA News le t t e r  
S ta f f  
Ed i t o r   K r i s t i  Yo u ng  
Ass i s ta n t  Ed i t o r   E r i ca  O l sen  

Nevada News continued 
 

―I am so pleased to make this contribution,‖ 

Berkley said. ―It’s especially meaningful 

because UNLV is my alma mater, and UNLV 

Libraries is the ideal venue to house these 

documents that represent such a significant 

part of my public life. I hope they prove useful 

for future generations by providing insight 

into my work and the legislative process 

overall.‖ 

 

Safeguarding former legislators’ papers is 

important for a number of reasons, said Peter 

Michel, Special Collections Division. 

 

―First, to document the career of our 

legislators, who have certainly, in Shelley 

Berkley's case, provided the state of Nevada 

and her constituents with distinguished public 

service during her seven terms in office,‖ he 

said. ―It is also important to document the 

legislative process, how laws are made and 

why, who has input, who participates. It is a 

microcosm of our representative government 

at work.‖ Michel said there are also boxes of  

orrespondence from Berkley’s constituents in 

the collection. 

 

―Lastly, the material and information that a 

member of Congress amasses during their 

term, and for that process of legislating and 

governing, provides an important historical 

documentation  

 

CIMA Member Publishes Book on 

Las Vegas History 

 
CIMA council member and UNLV 

Libraries Manuscript Librarian Su Kim 

Chung is the author of the recently 

released second edition of Las Vegas 

Then and Now (Thunder Bay Press, 

2012).  It significantly expands upon 

the concept of the enormously popular 

first edition, which paired archival 

photographs (many from UNLV 

Libraries Special Collections) of Las 

Vegas buildings and streets with 

current photographs of the same 

structures and locations. 

 

New photos, locales, buildings and text 

chronicling Las Vegas’ history make 

this edition different from the 2002 

edition. Although a black and white 

image of Fremont Street also graces the 

cover of the second edition, it 

showcases a twilight photo looking east 

as opposed to a night photo looking 

west. The popularity of the first edition 

made it a bestseller on Amazon.com 

and in bookstores and souvenir shops 

all over Las Vegas. Considering the 

world’s unending curiosity about Las 

Vegas, the second edition is sure to 

prove equally as popular. 

for subjects and issues that are 

important, not only on a national or 

international level, but on a local level 

as well,‖ Michel said. ―Examples can 

easily be provided by Congresswoman 

Berkley's papers, which cover such 

topics as Yucca Mountain, labor, 

health care, veterans and a variety of 

foreign policy issues, in particular, her 

strong support for the State of Israel.‖   

 

Recently, Sen. Cannon’s papers were 

used by author Michael Vernetti to 

write his biography, ―Senator Howard 

Cannon of Nevada,‖ published by 

University of Nevada Press. Michel  

also said they have been exhaustively 

used by a number of recent history 

graduate students writing dissertations 

on topics on which his papers and 

legislative records provide rich 

documentation, from issues of water 

management, to the politics of federal 

land use. 

 

To access any of the congressional 

papers in Special Collections, 

researchers would simply need to 

consult the collection inventory. Once 

they’ve decided which files they 

would like to see, library staff will 

bring the files to them. 

According to Michel, the Berkley 

papers will be discoverable through 

UNLV Libraries’ online database and 

catalog. Additionally, UNLV Libraries 

hopes to have an inventory finding aid 

online in the near future. 


