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Joint Conference of  CIMA and SRMA 

CIMA Newsletter 

On May 22-25 the Conference of 

Intermountain Archivists and the 

Society of Rocky Mountain 

Archivists met at the Marriott 

Downtown at City Creek.  

On the 22nd three pre-conference 

workshops were held: 

Preservation Issues, Archives 

101, and a Digital Archives 

Specialist Workshop by the 

Society of American Archivists. 

The 23rd was the beginning of 

the regular conference sessions.  

The Plenary Speaker was Ross 

Peterson from Utah State 

University, and he got the 

conference off to a great start. 

After a great day of sessions, a 

reception and gala was held to 

celebrate CIMA’s 40th 

anniversary. It was held at Fort 

Douglas. The Life-Time 

Achievement Award and the 

Service Award were presented at 

that time. Robert Kirby  spoke at 

the reception.  

Friday the 24th was another day 

of interesting presentations. On 

Saturday the 25th  there was  a 

breakfast and business meeting. 

There were also five tours that 

were held during the conference. 

The meetings were well attended, 

informative and enjoyed by those 

who attended. 

We want to share more specifics 

of the conference with you.  

Inside the newsletter, there are  

synopses of various sessions and 

accounts of the tours that  

attendees went on.  

We hope that you enjoy these 

overviews. 

The  CIMA Elections were held 

earlier this year.  The new 

officers and council members for 

2013-2014 are: 

Daniel M. Davis—Vice-

President/President-Elect 

Ed Riding—Secretary 

Trevor Alvord—Council 

Member 

Erika Castano—Council Member 

Adam Luke—Council Member 

Congratulations to all those who 

will be part of the CIMA 

leadership  

We want to thank all of those 

who  have been serving in CIMA 

and rotated off this year. Their 

time and efforts are greatly 

appreciated. 

Please consider volunteering as a 

CIMA officer or council member 

in the future. It is a great 

opportunity. 

Special points of interest: 
 Read the latest  on the coming annual meeting in May 

 Lots of news from various institutions in Idaho, Utah and Nevada 

 Don’t miss the President’s Corner 

 Lecture Series at the Church History Library 
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July 10-13 

Boise, ID 

Our program will feature some famous names 

with ties to Idaho such as Wyatt Earp, Butch 

Cassidy, Abraham Lincoln, Charlie Siringo, 

The Sundance Kid, Blackjack Ketchum, and 

Will Carver. Some names that are famous in 

Idaho, but less familiar to most, are Rube 

Robbins, Diamondfield Jack Davis, Kittie 

Wilkins, Hank Vaughn, Hill Beachy, Henry 

Plummer, Dave Van Dyke, Harry Orchard, 

Big Bill Haywood, Ferd Patterson, China 

Polly, Ed Johnstone, and ―Deadshot ― Reed. 

Rube Robbins, in particular, deserves to be as 

famous as any lawman you can name, but then 

you’ll be amazed at the personalities and the 

stories of the Wild West in Idaho that we will 

present. 

Website: http://www.wildwesthistory.org/ 

 

Nevada 

Nevada Library Association Annual 

Conference 

October 16-18 

Reno, NV 

More information will be available on the 

conference websites as the conference nears: 

http://www.nevadalibraries.org/events/confere

nce.html 

Italian Buckaroos: Old World & New 

World 

Exhibit closes September 9 

Wiegand Gallery at the Western Folklife 

Center 

Elko, NV 

This exhibition, presented in two parts, invites 

visitors to experience the heritage of ranching 

in Italy’sMaremma, as well as the legacy of 

Italian-American ranching in northern 

 

Exhibitions, lectures, conferences, and more! 

The next CIMA calendar will feature July-

September 2013. 

 

Arizona 
50 Years: Civil Rights in Arizona from 

1963 to Today 

Exhibit closes August 30 

Special Collections, University of Arizona 

Tucson, AZ 

Highlights of the exhibit include national 

civil rights legislative documents from the 

Morris K. and Stewart L. Udal Collections; 

documents from the Tucson Council for 

Civic Unity archive detailing the council’s 

effort to end discrimination and segregation 

in Tucson Council for Civic Unity archive 

detailing the council’s effort to end 

discrimination and segregation in Tucson and 

Arizona; and photographs and papers from 

civil rights groups and individuals 

representing the African American, Native 

American, Asian American, LGBTQ, and 

Mexican American communities of Tucson. 

An audio kiosk playing songs from the civil 

rights era is also part of the exhibition. 

Website: http://speccoll.library.arizona.edu/

exhibits/50-years 

Quienes Fuimos, Quienes Somos: A 

Photographic Collection 

June1—August 29 

Otero Hall, Tubac Presidio State Historic 

Park 

Tubac, AZ 

This collection of historic and contemporary 

portraits presents the work of photographers 

Jorge Angulo, Carlos Licon, Juan Luis 

Fernandez, Claudia Platt and Juan Casanova 

and their excursions to the diverse parts of 

Sonoran to rescue images of ―who we were 

and who we are.‖ A mosaic of working class, 

peasant and middle class families, this work 

is a window into the evolution of Sonoran 

families and the role of photography as a 

record of the history of family. 

Website: http://azstateparks.com/Parks/

TUPR/index.html 

 

Tenth Annual Western History Symposium 

August 3 

Prescott, AZ 

The Tenth Annual Westerm History 

Symposium features interesting and 

informative presentations by historians, 

educators and authors on a variety of subjects 

relevant to our western heritage. The Skull 

Valley Historical Society,the Arizona rough 

Riders Historical Association and the Prescott 

Valley Historical Society are regular 

participants in the event. The five daytime 

presentations will be in the Arizona Room 

and the evening presentation will be in the 

Marina Room of the Hassayampa Inn. 

Symposium attendees are welcome to attend 

the Prescott Corral’s monthly dinner prior to 

the evening talk. 

Website: www.prescottcorral.org and click on 

Western History Symposium in the upper left 

hand corner. 

 

Idaho 
Early Governors of Idaho 1863 to 1913 

Exhibit closes August 18 

Garden Level, Idaho Statehouse 

Boise, ID 

As part of the ―Idaho at 150‖ 

commemoration, these paintings by Herbert  

A. Collins highlights the governors who 

helped shape the territory and state of Idaho. 

Website: http://history.idaho.gov/capitol-

changing-exhibits 

Idaho’s Heritage Conference 

September 25-27 

Idaho State Capitol 

Boise, ID 

Whether you are a professional historian, 

archaeologist, teacher, student, community 

leader, museum volunteer, amateur 

preservationist or simply a local history buff, 

we invite you to attend. Making connections 

between people, knowledge, and poswerful 

ideas will build our story of Idaho’s diverse 

heritage and expand our reach together 

Website: http://www.preservationidaho.org/

heritageconference 

Wild West History Association 2013 

Roundup 

CIMA Calendar 

June 2013 
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Maremma, as well as the legacy of Italian-

American ranching in northern Nevada. Many 

thanks to the Nevada Oral History program, 

and the American Folklife Center at the 

Library of Congress for their contributions. 

Website: http://www.westernfolklife.org/

Current-Exhibitions/italian-buckaroos-old-

world-new-world.html 

Historical Lecture:John Marschall 

July 11, 7:00 p.m. 

Carson Valley Museum and Cultural Center 

Gardnerville, NV 

The Douglas CountyHistorical Society 

presents Dr. John Marschall, who will speak 

on the Jewish presence in Nevada. Dr. 

Marschall received a Ph.D. in American 

Religious History and Constitutional Law 

from the Catholic University of America in 

Washigton, D.C. He founded the ecumenical 

and interfaith Center for Religion and Life in 

Reno in 1968. The one hour program will 

include an introduction to the Jewish presence 

in Nevada from 1850 through the turn of the 

century before the Goldfield boom. It will 

highlight figures who lived and worked in 

Douglas County before migrating to Carson 

City. 

Website: http://www.historicnevada.org/html/

calendar-events.html 

New Mexico 
New Mexico Library Association Mini-

Conference 

October 17-18 

Los Alamos, NM 

Save the date! The Members at Large are 

pleased to announce that the 2013 NMLA Fall 

Mini-Conference will be held Thursday and 

Friday, October 17-18 in Los Alamos. The 

theme is ―Libraries Grow. . .‖ Details will be 

forthcoming. Check the NMLA website for 

the call for proposals and for updated 

information. We are seeking members for a 

Local Arrangements Committee, so please 

contact the Members at Large at 

nmlaminiconference@gmail.com if you are 

interested in helping. 

Website: http://nmla.org 

Calendar continued 
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Musical Expression at US WWII 

Containment Camps 

July 18 

10:00-11:00 a.m. 

Zimmerman Library, University of New 

Mexico Library 

Albuerque, NM 

Ms. Barbour will focus on select sites of 

Japanese American incarceration under 

the administration of the War Relocation 

Authority and on specific internment 

camps for internees of multiple 

nationalities and ethnicities that were 

administered by the various agencies of 

the Enemy Alien Control Program. In 

proposing that music provided a sonic 

means through which the contained 

listeners could imagine connections to 

distant loved ones and to a ―home‖ 

beyond the barbed-wire borders of the 

camp. Administrative policies governing 

music at the camps were conceived and 

deployed to construct the national 

identity, or ―American-ness‖ of the 

contained. Her lecture promises to 

evaluate ways in which in-camp music 

making forged bonds and ruptures among 

and between people and places. 

This lecture and others in the series are 

sponsored by the Office of the State 

Historian and the University Libraries’ 

Center for Southwest Research & Special 

Collections. For more information contact 

Bonnie Coleman 

(Bonnie.Cileman@state.nm.us). 

Wesite: 

http://library.unm.edu/about/events/2013/

07/musical-expression-in-us-wwii-

containment-camps.php 

Creating Contact: 300 Years of 

Colonial Manuscripts 

Exhibit closes August 31 

Herzstein Latin American Gallery 

Zimmerman Library 2nd Floor,  

University of New Mexico Library 

Albuquerque, NM 

Three UNM graduate students have 

cooperated to create a new exhibition 

using colonial era texts from the 

University Libraries extensive Latin 

American collections.  Th pieces 

exhibited offer a sampling of mapping, 

illustrating and negotiating in pre-

colonial and colonial Spanish America. 

All items are part of manuscript, 

microfilm and digital collections 

available through the Center for 

Southwest Research & Special 

Collections (CSWR) and other 

University Libraries’ general and online 

collections. 

Website: 

http://library.unm.ed/about/events/2013

/05/creating-contact-300-years-of-

colonial-manuscripts.php 

Utah 

Mike Disfarmer: Cleburne County 

Portraits 

Exhibit closes July 14 

Utah Museum of Fine Art 

The Coen Brothers, Ralph Lauren and 

guiataris Bill Frisell are just a few 

artists who have found inspiration in the 

photographs of Mike Disfarmer. A 

small town photographer from Heber 

Springs, Arkansas, Disfarmer used 

glass plate negatives to create snapshot-

size photographs as keepsakes for the 

local community. The stark minimalism 

of his studio backdrops, especially 

those used during the 1930s and 

through the war years, effectively 

isolate his subjects and in doing so 

create intimate, deeply human portraits 

of them.  

(Continued on page 17) 



 Reception at Fort Douglas: Thursday, May 

23, 6:00-8:00.  Band ―The Dewey decimals‖, a 

band lead by University of Utah interim dean 

Rick Anderson.  Robert Kirby (humor 

columnist) 

Tours: 

Wednesday, May 22, 3:30-5_00 from 1830 to 

the present Wednesday, May 22, 3:30-5:00 

p.m.: LDS Church History Library - The 

Church History Library provides archival 

storage and public access for materials that 

chronicle the history of The Church of Jesus 

Christ of Latter-day Saints day. 

Thursday, May 23, 11:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m.:  

McCune Mansion - Early American 

entrepreneur and railroad tycoon Alfred W. 

McCune built the Mansion as his family 

home.  The building  of the McCune Mansion 

began in 1898 and was completed at a cost of 

$1,000,000.00 in 1901. Site of the st CIMA 

meeting. (Limit 25)  

Friday, May 24, 4:30-6:00 p.m. – Downtown 

Salt Lake City Walking Tour – Randy Dixon, 

a      scholar of early Utah and Salt Lake City 

history will be the guide on this walking toru 

of historic downtown Salt Lake City. (Limit 

15) 

Saturday, May 25, 10:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m. – 

University of Utah Special Collection – A 

behind-the-scenes tour of the University’s 

Special Collections, including the 

conservation lab and book karts area. 

Saturday, May 25, 3:30-5:00 p.m. – Historic 

25th Street Walking Tour – Booze, brothels, 

and gambling halls, tour Ogden’s Two-Bit 

Street from the Union Station to the Ben 

Lomond Hotel. Dinner at MacCool’s Irish 

Pub. Transportation from Salt Lake City: UTA 

lightrail. 

CIMA AWARDS 
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Service Award—J. Gordon Daines , IIII 

J. Gordon Daines, III is the Conference of 

Intermountain Archivists’ Service Award 

winner. Having dedicated the past twelve 

years to our archival profession, he has 

served CIMA as a Council member for four 

years and president for one term so far. To 

quote Su Kim Chung, he has been a 

constant source of ―wise advice and counsel 

to the organization and its members.‖ He, 

along with his BYU colleague has edited a 

Society of American Archivists electronic 

case-studies work titled Interactive Archivist 

which details the use of Web 2.0 archives. 

Su Kim calls Gordon’s accomplishment on 

this project ―a valuable contribution to the 

profession.‖ In addition, he has completed 

other SAA publications relating to digital 

records and manuscripts. He has also taken 

the lead in bringing SAA workshops to the 

Utah area so that archivists in the Western 

states region can receive high-quality, up-to-

date training in our profession. In short, 

Gordon is an energetic, effective, and caring 

archivist ho has advanced the profession 

through his association with both CIMA and 

the SAA for more than a decade now. He 

deserves the recognition of receiving 

CIMAS’s award. 

  The prestigious CIMA Life-Time 

Achievement Award acknowledges and 

demonstrates appreciation for a life of service 

and leadership in the archival profession, by 

the peers and colleagues of the recipient. The 

CIMA Service Award is given to an individual 

who has made significant contributions to the 

CIMA organization , or to the peers and 

colleagues of the recipient, but to a recipient 

who may not yet qualify for the CIMA Life-

Time Achievement Award. 

Life-Time Achievement Award—Karen 

Underhill 

Karen Underhill is recipient of the Conference 

of Intermountain Archivists’ Life-Time 

Achievement Award. She is the Head of 

Special Collections and Archives at Northern 

Arizona University and will retire in June 

2013 after having spent nearly 30 years as an 

archivist. One of her primary 

accomplishments is that of advocating the 

collection and documentation of under-

represented peoples and their communities, 

and has done much to encourage stewardship 

and networking with Arizona’s Native 

American tribal archivists. In Melanie 

Sturgeon’s words, Karen ―has developed a 

strong collaborative program among  

colleagues in Northern Arizona and beyond, 

particularly with the facilitation of projects 

among the Hopi and Navajo communities 

(among others). The esteem in which she is 

held by Arizona’s Native American 

communities reflects their respect for her and 

the work she has done with them.‖ Karen has 

given outstanding service locally and 

regionally as well as to the profession overall. 

Not only has she been an outstanding 

practitioner in the realm of archival work and, 

as such, has been (again in Melanie Sturgeon’s 

words) ―a shining example to the rest of us in 

the archival community.‖ She well deserves 

recognition as CIMA’s Life-Time Service 

Award recipient. 



July Men and Women of Faith lecture discusses early Utah Pacific Islander Pioneers. 

 
Treasurer’s Report 

Jim Kichas reports the following about the 

treasury: 

 

Checking Account: $11,581 

Savings Account: $9,121 

Steve Wood Scholarship Account: $2,805 

Western Archives Journal Account: $8,040 

 

As of June 20, 2013, there are 119 CIMA 

members, with 20 being life-time members. 

 

ContinThe Church History Library will host 

the Men and Women of Faith lecture: ―Iosepa: 

Utah’s Pacific Islander Pioneers through an 

Archaeologist’s Eyes‖ on Thursday, July 11 at 

7:00 p.m. in the Assembly Hall.  This event is 

free and open to the public. 

From 1889 to 1917, Latter-day Saint converts 

from Polynesia settled in Iosepa, a remote 

desert colony in Utah’s Skull Valley.  

Archaeological investigations at the town site 

have revealed how these pioneers from the 

Pacific sought to make the desert ―blossom as 

the rose‖ by drawing upon their traditional 

cultures and their newfound faith. 

Benjamin Pykles graduated with a bachelor’s 

degree from Brigham Young University in 

anthropology and a Ph.D. in anthropology 

with an emphasis in historical archaeology 

from the University of Pennsylvania in 

Philadelphia.  He worked as an Assistant 

Professor of anthropology at State University 

of New York at Potsdam for five years before 

joining the Church History Department of The 

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.  

During his time as a professor in New York, 

Pykles researched and conducted 

archaeological excavations at Iosepa, a turn-of

-the century Mormon Pacific Islander colony 

in Skull Valley, Utah.  His book Excavating 

Nauvoo: The Mormons and the Rise of 

Historical Archaeology in America won the 

Best First Book Award from the Mormon 

History Association in 2011. 

This event is part of the 2013 Men and Women 

of Faith lecture series sponsored by the 

Church History Library.  Lectures are held the 

second Thursday of every month at 7:00 p.m. 

in the Assembly Hall on Temple Square, 50 

North West Temple.  Validated parking is 

available at the Conference Center.  As you 

enter the Conference Center parking, inform 

the attendant that you are going to a lecture 

and ask for a token to use when you exit.   

For more information please visit 

history.lds.org/program/men-and-women-of-

faith or call 801.240.2272. 

August Men and Women of 

Faith  

The Church History Library will host the Men 

and Women of Faith lecture: ―Amy Brown 

Lyman’s Mission in Europe: Ministering to 

the Saints amid the Gathering Storm‖ on 

Thursday, August 8 at 7:00 p.m. in the 

Assembly Hall.  This event is free and open to 

the public. 

Accompanying her husband, called as a 

mission president to Europe in 1936, Amy 

Brown Lyman, then serving as a counselor in 

the general Relief Society presidency, faced 

the challenge of adapting programs developed 

in the Mormon heartland to conditions in the 

international Church.  Rising political tensions 

and European class and cultural differences 

complicated her efforts to reach out to Latter-

day Saint women. 

David R. Hall received his bachelor’s degree 

in history and sociology from UCLA, his 

masters degree in history from BYU, and his 

Ph.D. from the University of California, Santa 

Barbara.  He has studied the work of Latter-

day Saint women for two decades, focusing 

especially on the Relief Society and the 

activities of Amy Brown Lyman.  Dave has 

published several articles on the subject in 

Dialogue, Mormon Historical Studies, and The 

Journal of Mormon History.  He is currently 

preparing a biography of Amy Brown Lyman 

for publication.  David lectures on history at 

California State University, Fullerton.  He has 

been married for 28 years to his wife Teri.  

They are the parents of three wonderful 

children. For more information please visit 

history.lds.org/program/men-and-women-of-

faith or call 801.240.2272. 
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The Church History Library will host the Men and Women of 

Faith lecture: ―Bread, Water, Oil, and Cloth: Religious 

Objects, Mormon Women, and Ritual‖ on Thursday, 

September 12 at 7:00 p.m. in the Assembly Hall.  This event is 

free and open to the public. 

Objects can be a primary form of evidence for understanding 

religion.  By looking at Latter-day Saint women’s history 

through the lens of religious or sacred objects like sacrament 

bread, sacrament vessels, sacred clothing, consecrated oil, or 

religious textiles, we can develop a better understanding of 

how women in the past experienced such objects and how 

these interactions shaped their beliefs. 

Kris Wright attended The University of Western Ontario 

where she received a M.A. in history.  While at Western, her 

studies were mainly focused on American antebellum 

women’s history.  After graduating, she worked as the 

contributing editor on various women’s history publications.   

In 2005, she began to study Mormon history and started doing 

research as an independent scholar.  She has studied the 

connections between LDS rituals and material culture and co-

authored several articles on the history of Mormon healing 

rituals. 

This event is part of the 2013 Men and Women of Faith lecture 

series sponsored by the Church History Library.  Lectures are 

held the second Thursday of every month at 7:00 p.m. in the 

Assembly Hall on Temple Square, 50 North West Temple.  

Validated parking is available at the Conference Center.  As 

you enter the Conference Center parking, inform the attendant 

that you are going to a lecture and ask for a token to use when 

you exit.   

For more information please visit history.lds.org/program/men

-and-women-of-faith or call 801.240.2272  

 

September Men and Women of Faith lecture discusses 

Mormon women and religious objects and rituals. 
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 The CIMA/SRMA joint conference last 

month was a great success with over 100 

people attending. It was good to see other 

archivists from all over the CIMA region and 

celebrate our 40th anniversary at the reception 

at Fort Douglas. From the sessions done to all 

the work completed by the Local 

Arrangements and Program Committees, it is 

evident that CIMA thrives on collaboration. 

That being said, we are now starting to plan 

for CIMA 2014 that will be in Carson City, 

Nevada from May 14-16. If you have any 

interest in being on the Program or Local 

Arrangements Committees, send me an email 

at juliastringfellow@boisestate.edu.  

During the ―Well-Rounded Archivist‖ session 

held during Friday morning at the conference, 

an attendee shared about the recent New York 

Times article on the Archivists Round Table of 

Metropolitan New York that meets monthly 

and provides great opportunities for archivists 

to socialize and network. The idea was 

brought up of creating a similar network in the 

CIMA region where archivists can gather in 

addition to the Fall and Spring meetings. The 

article, "Leaving Cloister of Dusty Offices, 

Young Archivists Meet Like Minds," can be 

viewed here  http://

www.nytimes.com/2013/04/29/nyregion/

archivists-bringing-past-into-future-are-now-

less-cloistered.html?pagewanted=all. 

Our Fall Caucuses are also being planned. The 

Utah Fall Caucus will be October 25 at Utah 

Valley University, and the Nevada Fall 

Caucus will be held on October 18 during the 

Nevada Library Association conference in 

Reno. Information on NLA is available at 

http://www.nevadalibraries.org/. Look for 

program information soon on the CIMA 

website and via email.  

For those of you attending the Society of 

American Archivists conference in August in 

New Orleans, I will be organizing an evening 

where we can meet for dinner and will send 

out an email in early August to see who will 

be at the conference. 

As we enter into a new year for CIMA, what 

do you want from your regional organization? 

Greater communication, more continuing 

education opportunities? We are always 

looking for volunteers to serve on CIMA 

committees and to help with the fall caucuses 

and annual spring meetings. If you are 

interested in getting more involved or have 

ideas for how our organization can expand, let 

me know. Beginning Friday, July 12, I will be 

holding President’s Hours, where you can call 

(208 426-4308) or FaceTime me from 2-5pm 

MST on Friday afternoons with any questions 

or ideas you have for CIMA.  

I’m also exploring other ways of increasing 

communication within our organization, 

including all the opportunities that social 

media has. Did you know CIMA has a 

Facebook page? Be sure to like it and look for 

updates on it. 

I am very excited about this new year for 

CIMA and all the ways we can grow and 

strengthen our organization! Feel free to 

contact me at any time with any questions, 

comments, and suggestions you have.    

President’s Corner 

 

 

 

 

The Utah Fall Caucus will be 

October 25 at Utah Valley 

University, and the Nevada Fall 

Caucus will be held on October 

18 during the Nevada Library 

Association conference in Reno. 
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minutes long (10 page paper).  

Submissions must include a title, name of 

author and institutional affiliation (if 

applicable), abstract (250 words max) and 

indication of technological requirements.  

Individual papers or entire panel proposals 

accepted.  

Deadline for Proposals: Proposals should be 

emailed to admin@nycarchivists.org by 

August 1, 2013.  

 

 

As we approach the one-year anniversary of 

Hurricane Sandy, train service has been 

restored to the Rockaways and City beaches 

have opened for the summer, however many 

archives, libraries, museums and homes have 

only just begun to get back to ―normal‖ and 

others are still a long way away. In the spirit 

of Archives Week it is appropriate to take time 

to look back at what happened, what went 

wrong, what went right, and what can be done 

differently next time. 

The Archivists Round Table of Metropolitan 

New York, in conjunction with the Center for 

Jewish History, is organizing a one-day 

symposium with the aim of bringing together 

archivists, records managers, librarians, 

museum professionals, emergency responders, 

disaster recovery professionals, volunteers and 

the general public to address how professional 

and citizen archivists as well as related 

professionals can both better protect their 

collections from disaster and also become a 

resource for the larger community in disaster 

situations.   

Possible areas of interest include, but are not 

limited to, the following:  

 

Case studies and ―lessons learned‖ from 

Sandy or other disasters 

Protecting personal and family records -- 

providing outreach to the general 

public 

Continuity of operations and logistics -- 

how to get back up and running after 

a disaster 

Navigating FEMA and other disaster 

relief assistance 

Preventative care of collections versus 

post-disaster recovery 

Lone arrangers and small shops -- how 

can small archives band together to 

help one another? 

Using a disaster to advocate within your 

organization -- making the archive 

valuable during a disaster 

Archivists as volunteers -- fostering a 

culture of giving and creating a 

network of archivist volunteers 

Disaster planning and recovery on a 

budget 

How archives and cultural institutions fit 

into the larger emergencyresponse 

picture, especially post-Katrina. 

Keeping up morale, resources and 

volunteer support weeks and months 

after a disaster 

Disaster planning for born-digital and 

electronic records 

Protecting vital records for both the 

archive and the larger organization 

Archiving disaster -- how does a 

significant event like 9/11 change 

the normal retention of records? 

what is the role of the archivist? 

how are records appraised? 

Man-made versus natural disasters -- 

the international perspective, 

especially in areas subject to 

armed conflict. 

Advocating for archives during larger 

disaster situations when disaster 

recovery resources and relief are 

stretched. 

 

Date: Monday, October 7, 2013 

Location: Center for Jewish History, New 

York, NY 

 

All individual presentations will be 20 

Archivists Round Table of Metropolitan New York, Inc. (ART) 

Disaster Planning for Archives and Their Communities: Call 

for Participation 
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Archival Authority Control and Archival 

Authorities: Changing Structures and 

Requirements 

Authority Work in the LDS Church 

History Library and Archives 

Prepared for and presented at the May 2013 

CIMA conference by Ed Riding 

 

The LDS Church History Library includes 

published, archival and museum records and 

artifacts. A single combined catalog 

(consisting of Ex Libris’ Aleph and Primo) 

records all this information and uses a 

combined authority file, consisting of legacy 

data. In our migration from our old catalog to 

the new, sixteen different authority files have 

been consolidated to a single MARC authority 

file with personal name, corporate name 

(which includes Church corporate and local 

units, such as wards, stakes, missions, 

branches, etc.), meetings/exhibits, genre, 

occupation (which we use to mean 

ecclesiastical role or church callings) 

geographic, locality (following the Family 

Search genealogical model), and donors/

suppliers. After consolidating the catalog and 

authority files of three different institutions, 

it’s taken us the better part of 2 years to feel 

somewhat stable with our authority control. 

But we’re still learning best practices to take 

full advantage of Aleph for cataloging and 

processing, and of Primo for public discovery.  

 

We use authorities for four purposes: 

To maintain consistency for cataloging 

and discovery.  

This includes normalizing the tracings 
for use as Primo facets (search-

limiting) for discovery purposes. 

To record history, especially concerning 

renaming, merging and 
splitting, of Church corporate 

departments and auxiliaries, and 

local units (missions, stakes, wards, 

branches). 

To provide alternate access methods, 

continued on page 10 

The presenters at the May conference were 

contacted  to submit a synopsis of the 

presentations they made. A large number 

replied and there summaries follow. If you 

missed  a session or were unable to make it to 

Salt Lake City, these summaries may whet 

your appetite for CIMA meetings next year. 

Creating and Transitioning Academic 

Archives in Utah 

Catherine McIntyre’s portion of ―Creating and 

Transitioning Academic Archives in Utah‖ 

focused on the creation of the first archives 

ever at UVU.  Throughout its history, from 

1941 through 2004, Utah Valley University 

had never had a centralized repository for 

collecting and preserving materials that 

documented its history.  Unfortunately, as the 

school changed names, missions, and locations 

many times, many of these materials seemed 

to have been lost, thrown away, taken by 

individuals, and just otherwise made 

unavailable.  As a vocational and technical 

college, the school did not have a tradition of 

an archives or special collections for research 

purposes.   

 

But in 2004, several boxes of photographs, 

course catalogs, course brochures, newspaper 

articles, and graduation programs, all dating 

from 1946 through 1982 were found in an 

empty office in the Gunther Trades Building 

by a member of the History Faculty.  The 

empty office had once belonged to Wilson W. 

Sorensen, who had been president of the 

school from 1946 to 1982!  So these were 

items that he had used when he wrote his 

history of the school, A Miracle in Utah 

Valley, in 1982. He had left them behind when 

he became too ill to continue to visit the 

school. 

 

So here we had the kernel from which to start 

an archive, along with publications from 

various departments on campus, and a 

―Special Collection‖ of old books that had 

been donated by a local couple.  Because of 

my education in history and librarianship, I 

was offered the opportunity to start the 

archives from scratch.  Learning from other 

archivists, course work, books, and an 

internship with John Murphy of BYU, I 

learned how to write collection development 

and mission statements, how to do basic 

collection processing, how to arrange and 

describe the collection in a finding aid, and 

how to promote the collection.  This led to 

more donations from other faculty members 

and retiring faculty and staff, as well as us 

jumping in to collecting and digitizing oral 

history collections, digitizing photographs, 

becoming a digitization hub for the Mountain 

West Digital Library, and continuing to 

experience growth in both our archival and 

digital collections.  We have been able to add 

two wonderful staff members, as well.  I think 

my example is one of being given an amazing 

opportunity to start something from almost 

nothing, and being lucky in having great 

colleagues in the library and archives fields, 

access to continuing  educational 

opportunities, and smart, talented co-workers 

at UVU’s George Sutherland Archives. 

Amber D’Ambrosio, Special Collections 

Librarian and Archivist at Dixie State 

University Library, presented with colleague 

Amanda Reeve, Project Archivist, on the past 

and future of the archives at Dixie State. The 

presentation revolved around three key 

transitions that the archives have undergone in 

the course of the last year: a change in 

director, a change in location, and a change in 

academic status for the institution. Amanda 

discussed the past of the archives in light of 

these three aspects as well as the process of 

moving from the former library to the new 

Holland Centennial Commons and the visible 

early impact that a potential change in status 

would have for the area. This alternated with 

Amber’s summary of the changes she had 

already implemented and along with her future 

plans as the new director and a fully trained 

archivist; the impact of having so much space 

for processing, storage, and digitization; and 

the commitment and increased interest in the 

archives as a result of the impending and 

actual change in status from college to 

university. 
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Indexing the 4xx fields in Primo so that users 

can find materials using non-preferredterms. 

Some of our goals related to authority control: 

1. Surface the unit history from our 

authorites for public discovery. 

2. 2. Normalize (through Primo) harvested 

EAD components to use the same facets 

as are created by the authorities. 

3. 3. Discover the best way to use 

authorities for bilingual access. As we 

begin to catalog more records in various 

languages, we want to provide access in 

that language, as well as in English for 

our staff access. 

Ed can be contacted at eriding@ldschurch.org 

with questions or suggestions. 

The Value in Internships and Volunteering 

Conference Panels—Kellie Johnson 

In May I chaired two panels on the advantages 

of creating worthwhile internships and 

volunteer opportunities for aspiring archival 

professionals. These panels grew out of an 

increase in concern over gaining professional 

experience versus doing ―grunt work.‖ The 

concerns continue to be vocalized on the SAA 

Students and New Archives Professionals 

Roundtable listserv where members have been 

encouraged to work on finding solutions. In an 

effort to do exactly that, I developed three 

objectives for the panels. The first was to 

begin a conversation in developing volunteer 

programs and internships that have value. My 

second objective was to promote the 

advantages of professional training, creating a 

standard of professionalism will go a long way 

in hiring new archivists. And the third was to 

provide meaningful examples in the promotion 

of the profession to institutions that plan to 

host interns and volunteers. 

At the Utah Library Association Conference in 

Provo, Utah I chaired the panel Finding Value 

in Volunteering and Internships for Future 

Archival Professionals, introducing the topic 

and giving a brief background. Contributing 

members of the panel included Greg Seppi and 

Jay Burton of the LDS Church History Library 

who both spoke about their opportunities 

interning at the library. Jay expanded his 

presentation to include things he learned as an 

intern to better the experiences of the interns 

he is currently supervising. The third 

presenter, Sarah Langsdon Associate Curator 

Special Collections at Weber State University, 

talked about working with interns in an 

academic setting covering both good and bad 

aspects. Maggie Kipp, Curator of Rare Books, 

L. Tom Perry Special Collections at Brigham 

Young University finished out the panel and 

spoke on creating successful internship and 

volunteer programs. 

For the CIMA & SRMA Joint Conference in 

Salt Lake City, Utah I again chaired the panel 

Recognizing the Value of Volunteering and 

Internships for Aspiring Archival 

Professionals introducing the topic and adding 

my own experiences in completeing a 

practicum along with my current volunteer 

work at the George Sutherland Archive at 

Utah Valley University. The second panelist, 

Ryan Lee, Corporate Archivist at the LDS 

Church History Library, contributed his 

experiences in various internships on his road 

to becoming a professional archivist. He was 

followed by Alan Barnett, Manager of the 

Archives Research Center at the Utah State 

Archives who provided information on 

creating successful volunteer programs in 

archives emphasizing job description, training, 

and mentoring. 

My greatest hope in offering these panels at 

the ULA meeting and the CIMA & SRMA 

Joint Conference was to bring awareness to 

the value of professional experience in 

internships and volunteer positions in the 

archival field. In order to gain a better 

understanding of what professional archivists 

are thinking about this topic I have created a 

survey that buids on Rebecca Potance’s 2012 

study of interns. The survey is geared to 

professional archivists, internship site 

supervisors, and those who are in charge of 

hiring archivists and will be available through 

August this year (http://questionpro.com/t/

AKCGNZPhqs). 
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Archival Authority Files—Cory  

Nimer 

Nimer spoke on the development of 

standards for archival authority files, and 

how these standards impacted our process of 

creating an authority file for university units 

at Brigham Young University. The file, 

which is available through an online wiki 

(https://sites.lib.byu.edu/byuorg/), provides 

contextual information about the history, 

functions, and structure of each unit, as well 

as including links to related units and a list of 

associated archival materials. Some 

discussion of the future of archival authority 

standards and projects was also included.  

Digital Preservation @ The 

Harold B. Lee Library—Chris 

Erickson 

 

This presentation started with a discussion of 

the digital preservation efforts at the library, 

from maintaining an Optical Disc Storage to 

an In House digital preservation system, to 

the M-Disc storage developed at BYU, to the 

current system using the Rosetta software 

from Ex Libris.  

 

The library’s long term digital vision is to 

preserve BYU digital items, such as digitized 

images, audio, video, and electronic 

documents, and to manage these materials 

over time. It is important to manage the 

digital formats, to maintain standard objects 

and metadata, and to provide long term 

access, which is really the goal of digital 

preservation. Identifying, inventorying and 

selecting content to retain over the long term 

is important. 

 

The library selected Rosetta as their digital 

preservation system. During the 

implementation of Rosetta, the library 

conducted a pilot program to identify the 

people needed for digital preservation; 

recommend policies to be created or updated, 

and to outline the procedures and workflows 

for staff. The presentation concluded with an 

overview of the Rosetta implementation. 

https://sites.lib.byu.edu/byuorg/


The tour ended with Sarah talking about the 

buildings on the 300 block that  

were torn down to make room for the Federal 

Building.  Afterwards, many of the tour 

decided to hit Rooster's for some dinner. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

House and the Alta Club. He also shared 

historic photographs of the area and 

buildings. It provided a great way to learn 

about the city's history. 

The two Saturday tours included a tour of the 

Special Collections department at the 

University of Utah that was led by longtime 

CIMA member Walter Jones. The tour 

included areas of Special Collections not 

open to the public, including the 

conservation lab. The final tour offered on 

Saturday afternoon was of historic 25th Street 

in Ogden led by CIMA immediate past 

president and Ogden resident Sarah 

Langsdon.  

Ogden—On Saturday, conference goers had 

the chance to catch the train north to Ogden 

and hear some of the wild and bawdy tales of 

the street.  The tour was led by Sarah 

Langsdon, who has a real love for the history 

of Ogden's most famous street.   

 

The tour started at the Union Station that was 

built in 1927 to replace the original one that 

burnt to the ground after a porter left his iron 

on.  The tour moved East showing the 

Murphy buildings on the south side that were 

once owned by our very own John Murphy's 

(BYU) family.  The tour highlighted the 

buildings architecture along with some of the 

famous or infamous residents of the hotel.   

 

Sarah talked about the Porters and Waiters 

club that served the African-American 

population of Ogden, the Rose Rooms which 

was a brothel owned during WWII by Rose 

Davie and her husband William.  The tour 

continued up 25th Street talking about places 

such as the KoKoMo Club that was once 

visited by Jack Kerouac and written about in 

Visions of Cody "Then Ogden, which I dug, 

Jap hipsters, crazy bum street with Kokomo 

Bar at foot of which white-capped mountains 

rise-a town I heard about some, I can see it's 

something."  The remnants of Belle London's 

rein as one of Ogden's most famous madams 

remain with the London Ice Cream Parlor 

building and sign still standing.  The ice 

cream shop served as the front for the brothel 

upstairs.   

Conference Tours  
Salt Lake City—Julia Stringfellow   Ogden—Sarah Langsdon 
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Salt Lake City—The joint conference 

of CIMA/SRMA provided several walking tours 

to learn more about Salt Lake City, Ogden, and 

their rich history. I was fortunate to attend three 

of the five tours offered. The first tour took place 

Wednesday afternoon and was of the LDS 

Church History Library. It provided much 

information about the behind-the scenes areas of 

the library that are usually not open to the 

public. The tour group got to see the 

Conservation Lab and ooh and aah over its many 

resources and items that were currently being 

worked on. The wonderful view of the city that 

the conservation staff looks out on was very 

impressive! The group then toured the storage 

areas, including the area that is kept below 0 

degrees. They also went through the audio and 

video area and listened to audio that had been 

significantly improved by the staff. It was very 

interesting to learn about the preservation and 

conservation that takes place at the library and 

learn about the different collections the staff has 

worked with. 

The second tour was on Thursday and was at the 

MCCune mansion where the first meeting of 

CIMA took place in 1973. The mansion is now 

rented for weddings and other special events, 

and its grounds and interior are beautifully 

maintained. The interior included lovely art, 

photographs of the McCune family that had first 

inhabited the house, and original fixtures, 

marble, and woodwork from 1901 when the 

house was built. The tour visited the three floors 

of the house and concluded on the top floor 

where many dances and social events have taken 

place and finally, the tour ended in the turret of 

the house. It was fascinating to learn about the 

house's history, its different owners, and the 

ways it is being used today. 

The third tour took place Friday afternoon and 

was a walking tour of the downtown Salt Lake 

City area. Local historian Randy Dixon led the 

tour that started at Temple Square and continued 

down East South Temple Avenue and then Main 

Street. Randy shared the history of notable 

buildings on the street, including the Lion's  



 

Indexing the 4xx fields in Primo so that users 

can find materials using non-preferredterms. 

Some of our goals related to authority control: 

1. Surface the unit history from our 

authorites for public discovery. 

2. 2. Normalize (through Primo) harvested 

EAD components to use the same facets 

as are created by the authorities. 

3. 3. Discover the best way to use 

authorities for bi-ligual access. As we 

begin to catalog more records in various 

languages, we want to provide access in 

that language, as well as in English for 

our staff access. 

Ed can be contacted at eriding@ldschurch.org 

with questions or suggestions.). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Collections, Collecting, and 

Collaborating 

25th Street Confidential by Sarah 

Langsdon 

On this panel, I shared my insights into doing 

a large collaborative project that involved both 

students and faculty members from various 

departments.  The project proved 

interesting ,working with differing 

personalities and attempting to mesh all of the 

ideas and wants into a cohesive plan.  The 

project was a joint oral history and re-

photography documentary on Ogden’s 

notorious 25th Street.  The street had the 

reputation during the 1900’s as one of the 

roughest streets in the United States.  The 

Library at Weber State University, decided to 

capture the history of the street from World 

War II to present. 

 

APhone Call You Wished You 

Hadn’t Picked Up—Roger 

Myers 

In 2000, FBI agents arrested a thief in Texas 

who was indicted by a grand jury in Tucson on 

seven counts of theft of an object of cultural 

heritage, and interstate transportation of stolen 

goods. The local El Paso newspaper cited the 

thief’s historian friend as saying ―…he likes 

documents, but I don’t believe he’d steal 

anything…archives are very sloppy and the 

documents might be misfiled.‖ The efforts of 

the staff at both Arizona Historical Society 

and University of Arizona Library were 

detailed. The importance of documenting 

archival collections, working with law 

enforcement officers, preparing for trial, and 

security in the reading room were also 

discussed. 
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miner James ―Rabbit‖ Maxwell from Tabiona. 

In the Q&A for our session we were asked 

―what was the most interesting thing you 

learned?‖ I answered the strong personalities 

of the individuals involved in the project who 

seemed to be, as I heard many times in 

interviews, ―the right person, at the right time 

for this work.‖ Although I agree with Bob 

Parsons’ answer too: ―the complexity of the 

venture.‖ The task of moving water from the 

Colorado River through exchanges, reservoirs, 

tunnels, pipes, canals, etc. to deliver water to 

the Wasatch Front from the Wasatch Back, 

when debt ceilings escalate and environmental 

attitudes shift, is both complex and masterful. 

But, what is truly the most fascinating element 

of this story to me are the players who have 

walked across the stage of the CUP. From the 

dedicated dam building Bureau employees to 

environmentalists concerned with ―dewatering 

streams,‖ from brilliant political strategists to 

Ute tribal leaders whose views on water 

express a different paradigm. Participating in 

the CUP book and oral history effort, which I 

affectionately call ―chasing water,‖ was a 

pleasure. 

 

Old Papers Revived 
Gordon Daines read a condensed version of a 

paper given by Dennis Rowley at the first 

annual CIMA conference. Dennis talked about 

the similarities between archivists, historians, 

and librarians. He also talked about the need to 

determine what is relevant to us as archivists 

and to make sure that we are facing the 

challenges of the day.  
 
Cory Nimer read a copy of a paper presented 

by Ross Peterson at the first annual meeting of 

CIMA in 1974. In his paper, Peterson 

described how archives can be a "promised 

land" for historians, while noting the barriers 

that they face in accessing these materials. His 

suggestions for improving archives, such as 

improving access through longer reading room 

hours and reducing competition for collections 

between repositories, resonate as issues still 

facing the profession.  

arrangement and uploaded to the Rocky 

Mountain Online Archive.  For the next 

phase of the project, a processing 

archivist was hired to focus on the slow 

task of arranging the items within the 

series and developing a much more 

detailed finding aid.    

 

Chasing Water: The Central 

Utah Project oral history effort 

Randy Williams, USU 
 

Utah State University’s Special 

Collections & Archives partnered with 

the Central Utah Water Conservancy 

District (CUWCD) and the Central Utah 

Project Completion Act (CUPCA) to 

collect oral histories on the Central Utah 

Project (CUP). The CUP is Utah’s largest 

and most complex water project. The oral 

histories will be available at USU Special 

Collections & Archives in both an EAD 

guide and digital collection.  

 

The CUP Oral History Project is a 

companion piece to the CUP history 

book effort that the CUWCD and 

CUPCA commissioned. Utah historians 

Craig Fuller, Bob Parson and Ross 

Peterson are writing the history. I was 

hired to conduct the oral histories. Since 

the summer 2012, I’ve interviewed over 

seventy people.  

 
At the 2013 CIMA conference the 

authors and I discussed our CUP efforts 

at a panel moderated by Brad Cole: ―The 

Central Utah Project book and archive 

venture.‖ For my part I briefly 

highlighted (20 seconds per PowerPoint 

slide) 32 people I interviewed, including 

politicians: national, Utah and Ute 

Nation; former and current employees of 

the Bureau of Reclamation; 

environmentalists; employees and board 

members of several CUP area water 

districts; lawyers; former and current 

employees of the CUPCA/Mitigation 

office; former and current employees of 

the Central Utah Water Conservation 

District; and contractors, like hard rock  
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Connie Willis Papers at the 

University of Northern Colorado 

Jay Trask 
  

The papers of Connie Willis, the internationally 

renowned science-fiction novelist and short 

story writer, were acquired by the University of 

Northern Colorado Libraries in February 2010.   

Willis is the author of over ten novels, including 

the Doomsday Book and To Say Nothing of the 

Dog, both of which follow the journeys of time-

traveling historians from the University of 

Oxford.  Her numerous short stories have been 

collected in several anthologies, such as Fire 

Watch, Impossible Things and The Winds of 

Marble Arch and Other Stories: A Connie Willis 

Compendium.    Willis has received numerous 

awards throughout her career, including an 

astonishing eleven Hugo Awards, eight Nebula 

Awards and three Locus Awards. She was 

recently inducted into the Science Fiction Hall 

of Fame and named the 28th Damon Knight 

Memorial Grand Master by the Science Fiction 

Writers of America.   She is an alumna of the 

University of Northern Colorado, where she 

earned her B.A. in 1967.   

The arrangement and descriptive process was 

broken down into several phases due to the 

materials’ original order.  The collection, which 

consists of over 90 cubic feet of handwritten 

manuscripts, speeches, essays, correspondence, 

galley proofs, published works and other 

materials, was received by the Archival Services 

Department in a series of large plastic tubs 

seemingly randomly filled with papers from 

throughout Willis’ career.  The first step was to 

determine the scope of the materials and develop 

a framework for organization.  Items were then 

physically separated into the newly created 

series, which were based primarily upon Willis’ 

published work.   For example, a series was 

created for each novel and short story.   The 

papers were still disorganized within the series, 

but generally all of the materials related to a 

specific topic were kept together.   A very 

simple finding aid was created for this original  



became acquainted with what the AHC had to 

offer, and gained the AHC as an additional 

source of support for research and teaching.  

The outcome was a reciprocal support system 

that also built collegial camaraderie.  

Collaborative efforts continue with the 

teaching faculty wishing to conduct more in 

depth research of particular events in the 

history of Wyoming African-American 

history;. While the AHC, can utilize their 

research results and create a research guide. 

 

 

 

 

Highway 89— 

Paula Mitchell 

Roads are an integral part of the 

American experience. They bring people 

together in a literal sense, but also through 

their stories. In certain circumstances a 

road may even capture a unique cross 

section of America. Highway 89’s long 

arms embrace travelers for 1,500 miles 

dividing the entire United States from 

Arizona on the Mexican border, to 

Glacier National Park on the Canadian 

border. Librarians, historians, and 

archivists from Utah State University, 

Utah State Archives, Salt Lake County 

Archives, Brigham Young University, and 

Southern Utah University are creating a 

digital exhibit and content site about 

Highway 89. At the CIMA/SRMA 

Conference in Salt Lake City, panel 

members from this group discussed the 

scope of the project, the development of 

the site, as well as the history and 

importance of Highway 89 to the 

development of the American West. 

 

Sean Evans from Northern 

Arizona University talked briefly about 

how this project relates to the Route 66 

project that he has been working on. Clint 

Pumphrey followed Sean with a 

presentation about the history of Highway 

89. Jim Kichas discussed the various 

types of archival materials that have been 

gathered that relate to Highway 89. Andy 

Wesolek focused on the technical aspects 

of the project and demonstrated a test site 

for this project that has been established. 

Paula Mitchell finished up by talking 

about the projects relationship to the 

ILEAD (Innovative Librarians Explore, 

Apply, & Discover) Grant that is helping 

to fund some of this collaborative project. 

A video detailing the scope of this project 

can be viewed at:   

http://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=B8WMgJDytao 

 

 

 

Web Archiving—Tyler Hirst 

My presentation at the spring conference was 

entitled Web Archiving at the University of 

Utah. I started off with a discussion of why we 

need to be archiving websites and explained 

how our University of Utah Policy 1-009, 

Sec.III, Letter G calls for the preservation of 

university publications whether they are 

digital or analog. We went with a subscription 

based service called Archive-It that is 

provided by the Internet Archive and appeared 

to be the most effective way of capturing and 

archiving born digital publications. For the 

second part of my presentation I used 

screenshots from within the Archive-It 

application to give the audience a better 

understanding of the workflow involved in 

creating a web archive using that service. 

Let’s Help Each Other: 

Collaboration between 

University Faculty and the 

Archives 
 

Amanda Stow 

Assistant Archivist 

American Heritage Center, University of 

Wyoming 

 

Archivists at the American Heritage Center 

(AHC), meet members of the University of 

Wyoming’s teaching faculty in a variety of 

situations; i.e. campus committees or 

networking events.  As a recent hire to the 

AHC I was able to introduce myself to 

teaching faculty at a new faculty orientation.  

At this event I became acquainted with a 

visiting professor from the African American 

and Diaspora Studies department who was 

interested in the history of African-American 

history in the West.  This encounter provided 

opportunities for both the teaching faculty 

member and me.  As an archivist new to the 

AHC I was able to acquaint myself with the 

needs of the faculty on campus.  The AHC as 

an institution also benefited as this was an 

opportunity to promote the collections at the 

AHC as well as provided an opportunity to 

reexamine how to make collections regarding 

African-American history more easily 

accessible.  The teaching faculty member 
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The Well-Rounded Archivists 

in Your Mid-Career: How Do 

You do It All and What You 

Have Learned? 

 

This panel discussion included four 

archivists from universities who are in 

tenure-track positions or have gone 

through the process of tenure. The many 

challenges of juggling work and family 

and personal life, as well as career and 

professional development responsibilities 

were discussed. What these mid-career 

archivists have learned since graduate 

school about being an archivist and the 

profession, what they wish they had 

known at the start of their careers, and 

advice for new archivists were covered at 

this informative session.  

 

Tom Sommer presented "The Well 

Rounded Archivists: A UNLV University 

Archivist Perspective."  His presentation 

focused on what it means to be a tenure-

track archivist at UNLV.  Specifically, he 

talked about his job duties, service, and 

research at UNLV Special Collections.  He 

also talked about what he wished he had 

known in graduate school like how to get 

on large national commuittees like SAA's 

College and University Archives Section 

Steering Committee.  Lastly, he focused 

on the advice that he had for new 

archivists which included actively 

participating in an institution's strategic 

plan (i.e., showing your value and 

impact).    

Julia Stringfellow from Boise State 

University talked about how the process of 

tenure works for librarians and how it is 

different from other academic departments 

at her university. She discussed that she 

doesn’t feel that being tenure-track makes 

her a better archivist. She also shared how 

important it is to collaborate with both 

colleagues and other archivists and how  
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saving your documentation early in the 

tenure-track process greatly helps when 

you begin putting your tenure portfolio 

together. Volunteering with local historic 

preservation groups and building your own 

network of archivists that you can go to for 

advice is also helpful. Stringfellow shared 

what she wished she had known when she 

graduated from the University of 

Wisconsin-Milwaukee in 2002 and advice 

for new archivists. This included that the 

archivists’ community is a small one and 

word travels fast. Always be professional 

and don’t burn your bridges. And most 

importantly, given all the frustrations that 

come from being an archivist, always 

remember that you are making a difference 

and contributing to the preservation of 

history that will continue to be used in 

future years. 

Gordon Daines discussed how to balance 

the many different expectations of 

archivists working in a university 

environment.  He examined the different 

components of a faculty job and discussed 

how to balance archival librarianship, 

creative works/scholarship, and 

citizenship. He also talked about the need 

to balance your job, your family, and 

spiritual renewal. 

Sarah Langsdon brought a different point 

of view to the discussion as she focused on 

what she has learned as a non-faculty 

member at Weber State University.  This 

allowed for a balanced point of view 

regarding the tenure process for 

archivists.  It was an insightful point of 

view that benefited every kind of archivist 

in the audience.    
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We hope that you’ve enjoyed this issue focusing on the 

CIMA/SRMA conference. In the next issue look for an 

account of folklore and oral history archives in the 

CIMA area. If you are aware of a folklore or oral 

history archive and have not been contacted, please 

get in touch with Kristi Young at 

kristi_young@byu.edu. Also if you have any news 

items please contact Kristi by the end of September. 

We would love to share your news item with the 

organization. 
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Persona or an authentic personal 

dynamic that speaks to lived 

experience. 

Website: http://umfa.utah.edu/

exhibitions_current 

61st Annual Utah State History 

Conference: The aking of Place 

September 5-7 

The 61st Annual Utah State History 

Conference will be held September 

6, 2013, at the historic Rio Grande 

Depot, and on September 7, 2013, 

at a day of sessions sponsored by 

Fort Douglas Military Museum. 

Website: http://history.utah.gov/

historical_society/annual_meting/

index.html 

The dignity of hard work and the 

vagaries of rural life can be read in the 

faces and demeanor of the many 

people who sat for his ―penny 

portraits.‖ 

Website: http://umfa.utah.edu/

exhibitions_current 

Bierstadt to Warhol: American 

Indians in the West 

Exhibit closes August 11 

Utah Museum of Fine Art 

Bierstadt to Warhol: American 

Indians in the West is an ambitious 

exhibition comprising  more than 100 

oil paintings, sculpture, and works on 

paper drawn primarily from the Diane 

and Sam Stewart Collection. It 

examines depictions of American 

Indian identity (by both natives and 

non-natives) in a diverse array of 

styles: from the traditional European 

schools to Modernist abstraction and 

conceptual renerings of cultural 

motifs.Subject matter docuses on the 

Pueblo people of Tos and Santa Fe, 

New Mexico but other important and 

impactful portraits of American 

Indians are also included. Artworks 

range in tone from the romantic and 

ideal to the utterly real, sometimes 

taking on sensitive subject matter that 

is often inherent to contemporary 

American identity. This exhibition 

negotiates the devices and 

implications of portraiture as a 

historical genre, to show that a portrait 

can either fashion a mythologized 


