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CIMA NEWSLETTER 

Oral History and 
Folklore Archives in the 

CIMA Area 
 

There are many institutions 
in the Conference of Inter-
Mountain Archives that 
have an oral history/folklore 
component. This issue looks 
at some of these programs. 
The article on UNLV’s oral 
history program comes 
from their  l ibrary 
newsletter. We appreciate 
being able to use it for this 
newsletter. If your 
institution has an oral 
history project that is not 
mentioned, please contact 
Kristi Young and we will 
make arrangements to 
feature your program in a 
future newsletter. 
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Proposals for Spring CIMA Meetings 

Deadline Extended to Monday, Dec.9 
 

The Program Committee for CIMA 2014 is currently accepting session proposals for next 
year’s conference in Carson City, Nevada (May 14-16). 
 

The theme is “Silver and Gold: Celebrating CIMA and Collaboration in Carson City.” Pre-
conference workshops will take place May 14, with conference sessions scheduled for 
May 15-16. Proposals on all aspects of archives and archival work are invited. 
 

A session proposal form is available here and on the CIMA website. If you have any 
questions please contact Program Committee Chair, Julia Stringfellow, at 
juliastringfellow@boisestate.edu. 

The Oral History Research Center 
at UNLV finds, collections, and 
documents the history of Las 
Vegas through personal stories—
from city founders to the 
children of politicians, from a 
mechanic’s son who remembers 
his father’s shop on Main Street, 
or from a casino employee at the 
MGM Grand the day of the fire in 
1981. These oral histories give a 
voice to Las Vegas’ past and shed light on 
its present and future. 
 

Officially, the Center has been collecting 
these stories for 10 years and, to celebrate, 
it’s reconnecting with the residents who 
helped create the diverse collection. The 
first event to commemorate the 10-year 
anniversary of the Oral History Research 
Center, a panel discussion held in May, 
hosted attorneys who practiced in various 
 

decades to talk about the black legal 
community in Las Vegas. Attracting many 
guests, including some of the valley’s most 
respected judges and legal professionals, 
this special gathering reflected on 
challenges, change and progress that their 
work helped bring about. 

Celebrates—cont. page 8 

Showgirls and entertainers at the Moulin Rouge, 
1955. (Courtesy UNLV University Libraries.) 

Oral History Research Center Celebrates 10 Years of Bringing Las 
Vegas History to Life 
University of Nevada, Las Vegas 
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At the Society of American Archivists meeting in New Orleans in 
August, President Jackie Dooley’s address titled “Feeding Our 
Young” strongly hit the mark on what is happening in our 
profession today: a difficult employment market and the 
importance of social media in staying connected to our peers 
and the profession. Dooley explored the challenges that new 
professionals face in finding employment as an archivist and 
what we can do to better support our new peers. Given that new 
professionals comprise about 25% of the SAA membership, we 
should care and be more pro-active with providing assistance 
such as internships and other job opportunities. Dooley also 
talked about the importance of social media as a communication 
tool, it is not a passing fad. During the past year, she has 
followed several facets in the social media sphere, including 

Maureen Callahan’s “You Ought to be Ashamed,” the SNAP (Students and New Archivist 
Professionals) listserv, and Twitter threads on the archives profession. Her involvement with 
social media also included the leadership blog “Off the Record” that she created a year ago 
to address current issues in the profession. The entire presidential address can be read on 
the SAA website. 
 

What can we do in CIMA to help our young archivists? Many archives students in the region 
attend long-distance programs for the MLS/Concentration in Archival Studies degree, and 
they need the practical on-the-job experience to better qualify them for archivist positions. 
Providing more internship and volunteer opportunities at our institutions for hands-on 
experience is important. There is also a mentoring program that CIMA has where you can 
apply to be either a protégé or mentee on the CIMA website. This program is similar to 
SAA’s mentoring program, and mentees are paired with protégé in the CIMA region. Social 
networking is also important for our organization. The CIMA Facebook page where 
members post announcements on job openings and upcoming workshops and conferences 
continues to grow with fans.  
 

What would you like your regional organization to provide you? What can we do to better 
assist our new professionals in the CIMA region? Share your ideas on the CIMA Facebook 
page and feel free to email me, juliastringfellow@boisestate.edu. My Friday afternoons are 
kept open from 1-5 MST for president’s hours, and I do hope you will email, call, etc. with 
any questions or comments you have regarding CIMA. 
 

In other news, active planning is underway for CIMA 2014 in Carson City. The Local 
Arrangements Committee met during the Nevada Fall Caucus on October 19 in Carson City 
to work on details. We are currently looking for plenary and reception speakers. If you have 
any suggestions, let me know. A DAS workshop and a workshop on conservation will be 
offered as part of the pre-conference workshops. Session proposals are needed for the 
conference, and proposal ideas and the submission form are available on the homepage of 
the CIMA website. 
 

As we prepare for CIMA 2014, I see this as an opportunity for us, and only us (the two past 
annual meetings have been joint ones, with SSA in 2012 and SRMA in 2013) to come 
together and get to know each other better and have conversations about the organization 
and plan for its future.  

President’s Corner: Julia Stringfellow 
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New Officer Nominations 
 

It is getting to be that time of year again when CIMA starts looking for people to serve on CIMA Council and 
help shape and guide the organization for the next two years.  
 

CIMA Council is a great way to become involved in the regional area and stretch your archival influence 
outside of your institution.  In 2014, we will be looking for three council members and the vice-president/
president-elect.  You can view the procedures manual to see what is required from each office. 
 

Please submit your names for nominations to Sarah Langsdon at slangsdon@weber.edu by January 15, 
2014.  If you have any questions about serving on Council, please feel free to contact Sarah Langsdon. 

 

Financial Report 
November 21, 2013 

 
CIMA Account Balances  

Primary Checking:  $11,756.54 

Woods Scholarship:  $2,994.14 

Savings:  $9,125.72 

Western Archives Journal:  $8,493.20 

TOTAL $32,369.60 

Membership  

Active (2013) Members:  135 

Active (2013) Institutional Members:  10 

Lifetime Members:  22 

TOTAL 167 

CIMA Business 
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Calendar of Events 

ARIZONA 
 

“40 Years of Tucson Meet Yourself” 

Through January 10, 2014 
Special Collections, University of 
Arizona, Tucson 
 
Tucson Meet Yourself, the largest free, 
three-day folklife festival in Arizona-
Sonora, holds its 40th annual event 
this October. In celebration of this 
milestone, a new exhibition at UA 
Special Collections offers a 
retrospective review of the origins, 
traditions and celebrations that define 
the festival. Tucson’s expressive 
culture, as experienced through the 
festival, is highlighted through 
posters, newspaper articles, programs, 
original meeting notes, and 
photographs of performers, artisans 
and food vendors. Books about 
traditional folk arts and the colorful 
folkloric phenomenon offer insight 
into the academic study of folklore. 
Also included is a history of the 
festival’s annual corrido contest as well 
as a special profile of Big Jim Griffith, 
the festival’s founder. 
 
“Marie Tharp: How Her Maps of the 
Ocean Floor Revolutionized the 
Earth Sciences” 
Through  January 10 
University of Arizona Science-
Engineering Library, Tucson 
 
This exhibit highlights the work of 
Marie Tharp (1920-1986), geologist 
and oceanographic cartographer. She 
created the first comprehensive map 
of the ocean floor and is credited with 
discovering the Mid-Atlantic Ridge. 
The discovery of the Mid-Atlantic 
Ridge and other ridges and rifts in the 
ocean helped to prove continental 
drift, which at the time was considered 
“scientific heresy” and thought to be 
impossible. The maps paved the way 

 

for the theories of continental drift, 
seafloor spreading and plate tectonics 
to become well-established in the 
scientific world. She weathered 
criticism from her colleagues and 
overcame the obstacles of working as 
a woman scientist during the 1950’s. 
At first when Heezen and Doc Ewing 
wrote articles about the rift, Tharp was 
not included in the list of authors, 
although others said that they couldn’t 
have written those articles or made 
presentations about it without her 
work. 
 
“Teatro Libertad and Chicano 
Theatre in Tucson” 
Through January 10 
University of Arizona Main Library, 
Tucson 
 
This exhibition features a local “street 
theatre” company called Teatro 
Libertad, which was active from 1975 
to about 1989.  The members of 
Teatro Libertad all participated in 
writing their own plays and skits, 
which they performed locally as well 
as regionally. The exhibit consists of 
promotional materials, photographs, 
newspaper articles, original scripts and 
a variety of other materials. 
 

IDAHO 
 

Hands-on History: Pioneer Christmas 
December 7 
12:00 - 3:00 pm 
Idaho State Historical Museum, Boise 
 
Start the holiday season off with a 
walk back through history.  Join us 
for the December Hands-on History, 
"Pioneer Christmas" featuring crafts 
and gifts pioneer families would have 
shared during their holiday 
festivities.  While you at the Museum, 
don't miss watching one of the 
last two performances of the 
Marionette feature "Bertha Goes 
West.” 

Brown Bag Lecture: Boise Pops 
December 10 
12:00 - 1:00 pm 
Idaho State Historical Museum, Boise 
 
Join the creators of the book Boise 
Pops - A Century of Music for the People 
of Boise and Sandra Culhane, 
Executive Director of the Boise 
Philharmonic, as they tell the story of 
the "Legacy of Music in Boise." Boise 
Pops author J.M. Neil describes in 
word and picture the legacy of music 
in Boise from 1910 to 2010.  The book 
tells the story of the evolution of 
today's favorite institutions and notes 
other groups that have come and gone 
over the years.  Boise Pops addresses 
the changing demographics of Boise 
as reflected in its citizens' musical 
tastes.  Neil points out how the need 
for performance spaces led to music 
lovers and philanthropists working 
together to create new venues.  This 
never-before-told story is illustrated 
with 140 splendid, seldom-seen 
photographs, many from historical 
archives.  Books will be available for 
purchase.  Admission is free at this 
location.  Donations are accepted. 
 

Essential Idaho: 150 Things that 
Make the Gem State Unique 
Through December 31 

Idaho State Historical Museum, Boise 
 
The Idaho State Historical Museum 
will celebrate the 150th anniversary of 
the creation of Idaho Territory with a 
special exhibition called Essential 
Idaho: 150 Things that Make the Gem 
State Unique. This major exhibit is one 
of the largest ever shown at the 
Museum and features rare artifacts, 
hands-on learning stations, and 
compelling stories about our 
fascinating state. 
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Calendar of Events 

Abraham Lincoln: His Legacy in 
Idaho 
Opens Fall 2013 
Idaho State Archives, Boise 
 
Abraham Lincoln is inextricably tied to 
Idaho. In the early morning of March 4, 
1863, Lincoln signed the act creating 
Idaho Territory.  But his involvement 
ran much deeper than that.  He 
appointed more than a dozen officers 
who established the foundation for 
Idaho government.  Lincoln’s 
representatives negotiated treaties 
with Idaho tribes that still determine 
the relationship between the federal 
government and Idaho’s Indian 
peoples.  And Lincoln championed 
legislative efforts that transformed 
Idaho.  The “Abraham Lincoln:  His 
Legacy in Idaho” exhibition at the 
Idaho State Archives features over 200 
artifacts and documents that reveal 
the intriguing and significant 
connections between the 16th 
president and the 43rd state. 
 
What’s It Worth? 
February 23, 2014, 10 am - 4 pm 
Idaho State Historical Museum, Boise 
 
Join the Friends of the Historical 
Museum as they sponsor their sixth 
annual “What’s It Worth?” event at the 
I d a h o  S t a t e  H i s t o r i c a l 
Museum. Treasure Valley evaluators 
will assess the value of your treasures 
such as art, books, coins, jewelry, 
clothing, stamps, small furniture, LPs, 
45s and record albums, clocks and 
watches, guns firearms and militaria, 
hunting, fishing and western 
collectibles, Indian items, china, and 
dolls. The entry fee at the door is $5 
per person and $10 per item to be 
evaluated. The Vinyl Preservation 
Society keeps the day moving as their 
turn-table churns out vintage tunes. 
Guests are encouraged to roam the 
Museum's exhibits in between 
evaluation stations. 

NEVADA 
 

150 Years of Nevadan Stories told 
Through Collections 
January 17, 2014 - May 31, 2014 
Free Reception - January 17th, 2014 
from 5:30-7:00pm. 
Nevada Historical Society, Reno 
 
This exhibit will focus upon Nevadan 
stories, pulling together the Society's 
rich collections. The exhibit will 
feature textiles, artifacts, documents, 
maps and photographs. 
The Society invites you to a free 
reception event at the Society. There 
will be refreshments and free 
admission to the galleries. 
 
Finding Fremont: Pathfinder of the 
West 
January 29, 5:00 – 7:30 pm 
Nevada State Museum, Carson City 
 
Experience the fascinating story of and 
turbulent events surrounding the 
explorer John C. Fremont at the 
opening reception for this new exhibit. 
There will be music, a program, and 
refreshmen ts.  This  Nev ada 
Sesquicentennial Exhibit was designed 
and implemented in partnership with 
the Deschutes county Historical 
Society, Bureau of Land Management 
(Oregon and Nevada), and U.S. Forest 
Service (Oregon, Nevada-California). 
 

NEW MEXICO 
 

Toys Were Us: Historic Playthings  
December 6, 5:30 pm to 7:00 pm 
New Mexico History Museum, 
Santa Fe 
 
The history of toys reflects the history 
of our cultures. How does childhood 
compare over the course of 500 years? 
Telling New Mexico: Stories from Then 
and Now includes toys used by 
children in New Mexico’s historic forts. 

As part of the museum’s Free First 
Friday Gallery Talks, Educator Melanie 
LaBorwit helps us imagine the lives 
once lived as seen through these toys 
and how they compare to the iconic 
toys of today. 
 
Deconstructing Hacienda de Los 
Martinez, Ranchitos de Taos  
December 18, 12:00 to 1:00 pm 
New Mexico History Museum, 
Santa Fe 
 
Santa Fe photographer Cliff Mills 
delivers a free Brainpower & 
B r o w n b a g s  L e c t u r e  o n 
"Deconstructing Hacienda de Los 
Martinez, Ranchitos de Taos.," on 
Wednesday, Dec. 18, at noon, in the 
Meem Community Room. Enter for 
free through the museum's 
Washington Avenue doors.  
 
Postcards from the Past: Fred 
Harvey’s Southwest 
January 3, 5:30 pm to 7:00 pm 
New Mexico History Museum, 
Santa Fe 
 
In 1904, Fred Harvey’s eating-house 
empire joined forces with the Detroit 
Publishing Company to create 
hundreds of postcards depicting 
scenes from the Southwest. With a 
penny for postage, travelers could 
send tinted images of the Southwest’s 
landscape or Native Americans 
anywhere in the country. The 
postcards taught America who we are 
and today are treasured keepsakes – a 
story told in Telling New Mexico Stories 
from Then and Now. As part of the 
museum’s Free First Friday Gallery 
Talks, Meredith Davidson, curator of 
19th- and 20th-century Southwest 
collections, talks about the postcards’ 
evolution and inspires visitors to 
consider messages they’d like to put 
forth in the new year. 

5 

http://www.history.idaho.gov/sites/default/files/uploads/WIW%202103%20flyer%20final.pdf


Calendar of Events 

Flavored with Chocolate: A Spanish 
Colonial Tradition 
February 7, 5:30 pm to 7:00 pm 
New Mexico History Museum, 
Santa Fe 
 
Josef Díaz, curator of Southwest and 
Mexican Colonial Art and History 
Collections, leads an intimate gallery 
discussion of the chocolate 
accoutrements on display in Telling 
New Mexico: Stories from Then and 
Now. How do the items fit into the 
broader Spanish Colonial world? How 
was a new-world delicacy quickly 
hybridized between Spanish and 
Native cultures? As part of the 
museum’s Free First Friday Gallery 
Talks, learn more about the historical 
use of chocolate in colonial New 
Mexico, including its role in the 
reconquest of Santa Fe. 
 
Tall Tales of the Wild West: The 
S t o r i e s  o f  K a r l  M a y 
Through February 9, 2014 
New Mexico History Museum, 
Santa Fe 
 
The novels of German author Karl May 
served as trail guides to the mystique 
of the American West and even today 
are celebrated in European festivals 
and theme parks. His books have 
outsold those of Louis L’Amour and 
Zane Grey combined and were 
beloved by the likes of Albert Einstein, 
Herman Hesse, Fritz Lang, and Franz 
Kafka. But there’s a hitch: May never 
visited the West. Nevertheless, his 
faith in the land of cowboys and 
Indians nurtured an entire continent’s 
love for it. From Nov. 18, 2012, to Feb. 
9, 2014, the New Mexico History 
Museum/Palace of the Governors 
celebrates May’s life, legacy and 
lasting impact in an original 
exhibition, Tall Tales of the Wild West: 
The Stories of Karl May. 
 

  

Book Launch Celebration: Hotel 
Mariachi  
February 16, 2:00 pm to 4:00 pm 
New Mexico History Museum, 
Santa Fe 
 
Enjoy a live mariachi performance 
along with a reading and signing by 
the authors of the new UNM Press 
book, Hotel Mariachi: Urban Space and 
Cultural Heritage in Los Angeles, at 2 
pm on Sunday, Feb. 16. Co-sponsored 
by Andrew Smith Gallery, the 
celebration features Catherine L. 
Kurland, Enrique R. Lamadrid, and 
Miguel Gandert. It’s free with 
admission; Sundays are free to NM 
residents. 
 
Cowboys Real and Imagined 
Through March 16, 2014  
New Mexico History Museum, 
Santa Fe 
 
Using artifacts and photographs from 
its wide-ranging collections, along 
with loans from more than 100 people 
and museums, Cowboys Real and 
Imagined blends a chronological 
history of Southwestern cowboys with 
the rise of a manufactured mystique as 
at home on city streets as it is in a 
stockyard. Augmented by archival 
footage, oral histories, musical 
performances, and a programming 
series that includes showings of classic 
Western movies filmed in New Mexico, 
the exhibition anchors the cowboy 
story in New Mexico, a place that not 
only helped give birth to the real thing 
but, due to geographical and 
economical factors, has managed to 
hold onto it longer than most other 
states. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

UTAH 
 

Book Arts Program Resident and 
Recent Studio Work 
January 14 
Marriott Library, Levels 1 & 2 
 
Graduate and undergraduate 
students, studio residents, and 
independent studio users produced 
this work at the Book Arts Program 
between 2011 and 2013. Part of the J. 
Willard Marriott Library since 1995, 
the Book Arts Program champions 
wide-ranging explorations of the 
book. In our fully equipped studio, 
bookbinders, printers, and book 
artists utilize metal and wood type, 
letterpresses, photo engravings, and 
bookbinding equipment as they 
combine traditional techniques with 
modern aesthetics and technology.  
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Oral History & Folklore Special Feature 

Named for the founder of the 
archive, the William A. Wilson 
Folklore Archives began as a stack of 
cardboard boxes in Professor 
Wilson’s office at BYU. Comprised of 
materials submitted by students of 
anthropologist John Sorenson and 
folklorist Thomas E. Cheney as well 
as Wilson’s own students, the 
materials lacked the organization 
and accessibility to make them 
useful for students and researchers. 
 

In 1978 Wilson accepted a position at 
Utah State University where he 
developed the Austin and Alta Fife 
Folklore Archives. He established a 
template for organizing folklore 
archival materials which was 
adopted at BYU upon Wilson’s return 
in 1985. 
 

Upon his arrival at BYU, Wilson was 
provided with a small office space 

and limited student labor to open a 
folklore archive. Eager folklore 
students embraced the opportunity 
to work for Bert in the archives and 
increase their knowledge of folklore 
under his direction. 
 

In 1995 the first permanent archivist 
was hired. Upon Bert’s retirement in 
1996, the archive became part of the 
Harold B. Lee Library. In 1999 with 
the completion of the new addition 
to the library, the folklore archive 
became the William A. Wilson 
Folklore Archives, part of the L. Tom 
Perry Special Collections. 
 

Committed to collecting and 
preserving folklore, the William A. 
Wilson Folklore Archives focuses on 
families, religious life of Latter-day 
Saints, university students, and 
regional life in the Intermountain 
West. Home of the largest collection 

of Mormon folklore, the archive also 
houses significant collections of 
legends, customs, speech, beliefs, 
songs, material culture, tales and 
jokes, games, riddles, and personal 
narratives. The Archives also house 
the papers of prominent folklorists 
Louise Pound, Thomas E. Cheney, 
and William A. Wilson, as well as a 
variety of printed material dealing 
with folklore scholarship. 
 

“Folklore usually is expressed in and 
is given color by the groups to which 
we belong; it can serve, therefore, as 
a means of understanding and 
increasing our sympathy for these 
groups. But the source of the lore, 
we should always remember, lies not 
in our differences, but in our 
common human struggle to endure.” 

Wilson Folklore Archives, Brigham Young University 
Kristi Young, Curator 

In 1972 the Historical Department of 
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints (now known as the Church 
History Department) instituted an 
oral history program. One of the 
largest oral history programs in the 
United States, the program’s primary 
objective is to document, through 
recorded interviews, the history of 
the LDS Church and its members 
over the twentieth and twenty-first 
centuries. Interviews are recorded 
not only in areas with a predominant 
Latter-day Saint concentration but 
also in every country in which the 
LDS Church has a presence. Those 
interviewed include General 
Authorities, and local Church leaders, 

prominent Latter-day Saints, and 
rank and file members of the Church 
at the local level. The Department 
recently conducted interviews 
related to LDS chaplains, LDS artists, 
and the Brigham City Temple. 
 

In 2010 the Church History 
Department expanded its oral 
history program by calling dozens of 
historians in Africa, Eastern Europe, 
Mexico, South America, Southeast 
Asia, the Pacific, and other regions to 
assist in documenting the history of 
the Church and its members in their 
respective areas. The Department’s 
Global Support and Training Division 
offer training for these area 

historians in conducting and 
processing oral histories. The efforts 
of area historians has not only 
increased the number of oral 
histories collected by the 
Department, but has increased 
opportunities for members of the 
Church worldwide to tell their stories 
and share their experiences. Since 
2010 area historians have recorded 
nearly 600 oral histories. In total the 
Church History Department has 
recorded 5,741 interviews in at least 
seventeen different languages over 
the past forty years. 

 
LDS Oral History—cont. p. 10 

LDS Church Oral History Program 
Joan S. Harding, Oral History Coordinator 
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Oral History & Folklore Special Feature 

Rachel Anderson, moderator for the 
event and Associate Professor of 
Law at UNLV’s Boyd School of Law 
shared, “I wouldn’t be in this 
privileged position if it weren’t for 
the people in this room and on this 
panel.” Anderson is optimistic and 
hopeful for the future of 
documenting the history of Las 
Vegas knowing that “these individual 
oral histories gives us access to a 
level of refinement and detail 
academically that is exceptional in its 
depth, breadth and community-
centered nature. They are guides for 
the future. The fact that the library is 
creating space for this kind of work is 
very important.” 
 
Claytee White, director of the Oral 
History Research Center, believes 
this is an excellent time to engage in 
panel discussions and collect oral 
histories to hear history first hand 
from the people who lived it. White 
observed that the Center has a 
unique opportunity since “we can 
talk about events that happened in 
the ‘30s and ‘40s because there are 
still people with us who can talk 

about them. It’s first-hand 
knowledge. We’re collecting history 
from the bottom up. Everyone has a 
role they can play in this process.” 
 
The first oral history program in 
Nevada began in 1965 at the 
University of Nevada, Reno. 
Sponsored by the state, the program 
collected histories largely from 
Northern Nevada. In the 1970s, 
history professor Ralph Roske and 
his students began collecting oral 
histories of Southern Nevada 
pioneers such as Rex Bell and the 
Von Tobel family. White says this 
project provided the Oral History 
Research Center at UNLV a “good, 
firm foundation.” 
In the 1990s, UNLV’s History 
Department trained graduate 
students and professors in collecting 
oral histories. White, a student at 
that time, learned everything she 
could about collecting, preserving, 
and cataloging oral histories. When 
the Center opened in UNLV Libraries 
Special Collections in 2003, she was 
hired as its director. As White 
celebrates 10 years in her role, she 

says “I hope this part of my life goes 
on for 10 more years, and the Oral 
History Research Center goes on 
forever because it does such great 
work.” 
 
Today, the Oral History Research 
Center provides valuable information 
not found anywhere else and its 
collections aren’t solely for those 
interested in the Las Vegas Strip or 
locals investigating their family past. 
Researchers know the Center’s goal 
is to record the communities and 
cultures of Las Vegas from many 
angles by capturing diverse voices 
and perspectives on events through 
the documentation and collection of 
individual eyewitness accounts. 
 
White says Las Vegas history wasn’t 
just written by the movers and 
shakers. All its residents, natives and 
transplants alike, contributed to the 
city’s forward momentum. “Their 
oral histories put a voice to your 
research. Students and historians 
secure valuable gems from each 
interview,” White adds. “We have 
researchers from all over the world 
interested in Las Vegas and not just 
the gaming aspect of our city.” 
 
Some of the Center’s most acclaimed 
projects include “Documenting the 
African-American Experience in Las 
Vegas,” which offers the public an 
online portal (digital.library.unlv.edu/
aae) to the oral histories of black 
Southern Nevadans as well as access 
to hundreds of photographs and 
documents scanned from the 
personal collections of project 
participants; “Shake, Rattle and 
Roll,” which focuses on the unique 
experiences of the wives of Nevada 
Test Site workers;  

(Continued) 

Celebrates — continued from p.1 

Claytee White, director of the Oral History Research Center, engaging the audience at 
the panel discussion held in May. (Courtesy UNLV University Libraries.) 

8 

http://digital.library.unlv.edu/aae
http://digital.library.unlv.edu/aae


Weber State University Stewart Library Oral History Program 
Jamie Weeks, Associate Curator of University Archives and Digital Collections 

Oral History & Folklore Special Feature 

the “John S. Park Project,” which 
delves into the lives of the people 
who lived in one of the first Las 
Vegas neighborhoods listed on the 
National Historic Register; and 
“Heart to Heart,” which recounts the 
medical profession in early Las 
Vegas. 
 
“What’s really significant about the 
Oral History Research Center is that 
it allows us to document Las Vegas 
history more thoroughly,” added 
Michelle Light, Director of Special 
Collections. “The personal stories, 
the oral testimonies complement our 
Special Collections richly.” 
 
Thanks to recent funding through 
the Library Services and Technology 
Act, a federal program exclusively for 

libraries administered by the 
Institute of Museum and Library 
Services, the Oral History Research 
Center will soon embark on the 
Berkley Square project. The Berkley 
Square neighborhood was the first 
subdivision in Nevada built by and 
for black residents in Las Vegas, in 
the West Side. It reflected the social 
progress that was being made in the 
late 40s and early 50s, and set the 
stage for an improved quality of life 
for the city’s black community. 
 
White says she plans to also collect 
oral histories that document life in 
the neighborhoods near West 
Charleston Boulevard and Rancho 
Drive, including the Scotch 80s, 
Rancho Circle, and others. Smaller 
projects include stories of the 

musicians who played behind the 
stars on the Strip. 
“Some people think that if you’ve 
never been a political official, or held 
a position of prominence in the 
community, you can’t be 
interviewed. That is not true,” White 
says. “Everybody has a part in the 
history, and it’s great when people 
realize that.” 
 
The Oral History Research Center is 
planning its second celebratory 
event in October to highlight oral 
histories from jazz entertainers and 
musicians on the Las Vegas Strip. 
 
Explore the "Documenting the 
African American Experience in Las 
Vegas project” 
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The Oral History Program at Weber 
State University, Stewart Library was 
initially organized by Dr. Harold C. 
Bateman, an Emeritus Professor of 
History, to “record and document, 
through personal reminiscences, the 
history, growth and development of 
Weber State College.” Through 
interviews with administrators, 
faculty and students, the program’s 
goal was to expand the documentary 
holdings on Weber State College and 
its former entities. Bateman 
produced fifteen interviews from 
1970 to 1976. Archivist John Sillito 
reestablished the program from 1979 
to 1983 and, with members of the 
Weber State community, produced 
seventeen more interviews. 
Throughout the 1970s and forward, 
history professors had their students 

conduct oral histories as a way to 
help students learn the value and 
importance of recording public 
history and to benefit the expansion 
of the Weber State oral history 
collections.  
 

The program took a break in the 
1980s and 1990s and then, in the 
early 2000s, the Stewart Library 
decided to revive the program. 
Stewart Library faculty and staff 
began conducting interviews with 
key Weber State University faculty, 
administrators, staff and students to 
obtain a historical record of the 
school along with important 
developments. These interviews 
continue to take place on a regular 
basis with faculty and staff 
conducting interviews to help 

preserve the institutional history of 
Weber State University and the Davis 
and Weber County communities. 
 

One interesting project we just 
completed was a World War II 
Veterans Project. The interviews 
took place in the veteran’s home in 
Ogden with very successful results. 
The interviewees provided some 
wonderful heartwarming stories of 
their time of service during the war. 
We followed our regular system of 
providing each veteran with both a 
digital and bound copy of the 
interview.  With this project, we also 
produced a twenty minute 
compilation DVD which was shown 
in the Ogden Rotary Club meeting in 
June. 

(Continued) 
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Working alongside the Church History staff are numerous 
missionaries that conduct oral histories locally. They also assist 
in processing interviews by typing transcriptions and editing to 
ensure readability, or by creating indexes which capture key 
points of the interview and the time signatures to locate these 
key points on the audio recording. The finalized transcripts, 
audio recordings, and electronic texts are all preserved in the 
Church Archives. 
 
The recording of oral histories is an integral part of the Church 
History Department’s mandate “to keep the church record and 
history” (D&C 47:3) of “things that transpire in Zion” (D&C 85:1) 
“which shall be for the good of the church, and for the rising 
generations . . . forever and ever” (D&C 69:8).  

LDS Oral History — continued from p.7 

Oral History & Folklore Special Feature 

A new project in the works includes interviews by WSU students, faculty and staff with historic members of the Ogden 
community, specifically targeting the history of Ogden’s 25th Street. Pre-interviews, to help create a list of questions, 
have already begun to take place. This project has the potential to produce a large number of incredibly rich and 
diverse interviews regarding the early history of Ogden.  
 
Between the backlog of interviews contributed 
by the University Archives, the history 
department and current working interviews, 
we have a total of 655 interviews 242 of which 
are now available online. A half-time position 
continues to work on current oral histories as 
they arrive while dealing with the 413 
interviews in our backlog. This position 
uploads the audio/video, transcribes, 
implements basic edits, creates tracking 
sheets, applies interviewer and interviewee 
edits, and then creates a bound hard copy and 
digital copy with photographs and illustrative 
materials when available. The electronic file is 
then uploaded into the Stewart Library Digital 
Collections through CONTENTdm. 
 
The Stewart Library Oral History Collections 
can be accessed online at either the Oral 
History site or by subject through the Digital 
Collections. 

World War II soldiers visit the Ogden Arsenal. (Courtesy WSU Stewart Library 
Special Collections.) 
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South America Northwest Area Church history advisers, 
with a member of the Global Support and Training 
Division. (Courtesy LDS Church.) 
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Oral History & Folklore Special Feature 

Utah State University Libraries’ 
Special Collections and Archives 
(SCA) is home to rich oral history 
collections. SCA endeavors to 
preserve the history and heritage of 
the Intermountain West by collecting 
the voices of everyday men and 
women. Among the voices 
represented in SCA’s collections are 
those from northern Utah’s Latino 
community, modern-day cowboys 
from Utah and Nevada, and the 
diverse mix of stakeholders involved 
with Utah’s largest federal water 
development, the Central Utah 
Project (CUP). 
 

Our fieldwork efforts serve to 
enhance SCA’s other documentary 
sources, such as manuscript, folklore 
and photograph collections. At 
times, oral history may be a first 
effort of discovering the history of 
some segments of our community. 
One such segment is Northern 
Utah’s Latino population. While this 
community accounts for more than 
twelve percent of Northern Utah’s 
population, its history is grossly 
under-represented in SCA’s holdings. 
In 2007, as an effort to rectify this, 
SCA partnered with Utah’s Cache 
Valley Latino communities to collect 
and preserve the stories of 45 
people. This joint effort became 
known as the Latino/a Voices Project 
(LVP). In 2012, we interviewed eight 
Latino high school students from 
Cache County, further enhancing the 
project through the voices of one of 
the fastest growing segments of our 
population. 
The LVP also enabled SCA to expand 
its holdings of related materials. SCA 
is now the official repository for 
Okespañol (Utah’s premiere Spanish-
language newspaper) and the 

records of the Multicultural Center of 
Cache Valley, which sadly closed its 
doors November 2012. The LVP EAD 
finding guide (with links to the digital 
collection and essays about the 
project) is found here. 
 

Presently, we are processing the 
Ranch Family Documentation 
Project, a three year effort to collect 
the histories of modern day ranchers 
from Elko County, Nevada, and Box 
Elder, Cache and Rich counties in 
Utah. This collection builds upon 
earlier SCA holdings, including the 
Utah Construction Company/
Bowman Photograph Collection and 
the Skaggs Cowboy Poetry 
Collection. The Ranch Family 
Collection includes 63 interviews and 
numerous photographs that 
document the traditional and 
innovative nature of present-day 
ranching. When completed, the 
ranch materials will include a 
physical collection and a digital 
presence. 
 

Our fieldwork efforts are 
collaborative. As the official 
repository of the American Folklore 
Society Papers, SCA partnered with 
the American Folklore Society to 
collect oral histories of American 
f o l k l o r i s t s , 
i n c l u d i n g 
links to 
existing oral 
histories. To 
this end we 
c o o p e r a t e d 
with other 
libraries and 
s p e c i a l 
collections to 
create a 
u n i f i e d 

descriptive listing of folklorist 
interviews held at our respective 
institutions. Visit the Collecting 
Memories site. 
 

Another collaborative effort between 
SCA, the Central Utah Water 
Conservancy District (CUWCD), and 
the Central Utah Project Completion 
Act Office (CUPCAO), involves 
documenting the CUP. This 
collection records the voices of 65 
men and women whose involvement 
will be crucial to discovering the 
CUP’s successes and challenges. 
Included are the recollections of 
Bureau of Reclamation engineers, 
Interior Department officials, 
members of the Ute Nation, political 
leaders, environmental activists, 
laborers, local water users and 
irrigation company officials, and the 
staff and management of the 
CUWCD and the CUPCAO.   
 

Collaboration and fieldwork 
enhances SCA’s holdings. SCA 
remains committed to preserving 
history and heritage by collecting the 
stories of people throughout the 
Intermountain West, and by 
addressing topics of interest to 
faculty, students and the local 
community. 

From the Field: Growing USU Special Collections & Archives 
Randy Williams, Fife Folklore Archives Curator & Oral History Specialist 
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Randy Williams in an oral history interview as part of the 
Collecting Memories project. (Courtesy Utah State University 
Merrill-Cazier Library.) 

http://uda-db.orbiscascade.org/findaid/ark:/80444/xv83200
http://uda-db.orbiscascade.org/findaid/ark:/80444/xv43917
http://uda-db.orbiscascade.org/findaid/ark:/80444/xv43917
http://library.usu.edu/folklo/folkarchive/cowboypoetry2.php
http://library.usu.edu/folklo/folkarchive/cowboypoetry2.php
http://uda-db.orbiscascade.org/findaid/ark:/80444/xv94586
http://uda-db.orbiscascade.org/findaid/ark:/80444/xv94586
http://digital.lib.usu.edu/cdm/landingpage/collection/AFS
http://digital.lib.usu.edu/cdm/landingpage/collection/AFS


News from the Region 

No White Gloves’ first meetup 
following the CIMA Fall Caucus was a 
success! Over a delicious dinner at 
Communal in Provo, we talked about 
everything from archives advocacy 
to Little League baseball, and had a 
terrific time getting to know each 

other. We also heard from many 
more CIMA members who wanted to 
join us but weren’t able to make it.  
We’re hoping to have a meetup in 
Salt Lake City sometime in late 
winter, and an evening get-together 
during the spring conference in 

Carson City. In the meantime, the 
NWG Facebook page (is a great place 
to share photos, discuss projects and 
ideas, and brainstorm fun activities 
for the group.  Whether you join us 
on social media or for a meetup, we 
hope to see you soon!  

“No White Glvoes” First Event 
Andrew Rabkin and Tanya DeAngelis, Sundance Institute 

Library Exhibit Looks Into Victorian Illustrations 
Brigham Young University 

BYU’s Harold B. Lee Library is pleased to announce the 
opening of a new exhibit, “Victorian Illustrations from 
Sketch to Print”. Located on level one in the Special 
Collections gallery space, the exhibit displays Victorian 
illustrations from books, magazines, pamphlets and 
more. The 19th century was a pinnacle in illustrations for 
books and other printed materials. The exhibit opened 
August 18th 2013, with the beginning of BYU Education 
Week, and will be open through Spring 2014. 
 

Visitors to the exhibit space will be able to view original 
illustrations as well as their printed versions from Sir John 
Tenniel, famous for illustrating Lewis Carroll’s Alice in 
Wonderland, original printing plates from Charles 
Dickens novels and art from Aubrey Beardsley, who 
illustrated the works of Oscar Wilde.  

The Archives presented its annual 
electronic records conference on 
October 4. The conference theme 
was “Bridging the Gap: Electronic 
R e c o r d s  a n d  I n f o r m a t i o n 
Management for the 21st Century.” 
 
The one-day conference included 
seven sessions: “E-discovery, 
metadata, and public records,” by 

Rich Mrazik of Parsons, Behle, & 
Latimer; “Digitization standards and 
converting analog to digital,” by Gina 
Strack of the Utah State Archives; 
“Permanent preservation of 
electronic records and migration 
plans,” by Daryl Downs of The 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints; “Laws governing electronic 
records,” by Paul Tonks, Utah 

Attorney General’s Office; 
“Technology, change, and 
retention,” by Scott Robinson of Park 
City; “Organizing files on a shared 
drive,” by Marilee Richins of the Utah 
Department of Administrative 
Services; and “Working with IT on a 
records management program,” by 
Yvonne Christensen of Davis County. 

Annual Electronic Records Conference Presented 
Utah State Archives 
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Victorian Illustrators exhibit. (Courtesy of BYU Harold B. 
Lee Library.) 
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News from the Region 

A new exhibit was installed over the 
summer that documents the 40th 
anniversary of Special Collections 
and Archives at Boise State 
University and the history of 
Albertsons Library. Originally a set of 
rare books kept in a wooden cabinet 
behind the library's circulation desk, 
Special Collections and Archives has 
grown to house more than 300 
manuscript collections, the university 
archives, and a book collection of 
first editions and signed copies, on 
state and local history and by Idaho 
authors, and the oldest book housed 
by a public institutions in the state, 
15th century Historia Scholastica. A 
monumental event for Special 
Collections and Archives was the 
acquisition of the Frank Church 
collection in the 1980s. Originally at 
Stanford University, the collection 
was transferred to Boise State at the 
request of Church, a former Senator 
from Idaho. 
 
The exhibit also looks at the history 
of the library, going back to its 
beginnings when the university was 

founded in 1932. The library was first 
located in the college buildings in 
downtown Boise, then moved to the 
Administration building before 
receiving its own building in 1964. 
The library at that time included a 
smoking room and a typing room 
where typewriters were available or 
students could bring in their own. 
The library was expanded and 
renamed Albertsons Library in 1995. 
As the 1965 library handbook states, 
“Ask questions then. It is the only 
way to acquire a real education. A 
good place to start asking questions 
is the library.” The exhibit will be up 
through December. 
 
Two new digital collections are 
featured on the Special Collection’s 
digital collections page. 
 
 The No on One collection, a result of 
a semester-long project done by an 
intern working with the collection, 
contains newspaper clippings and 
personal photographs reflecting the 
events surrounding Proposition One 
(1992-1994), an anti-homosexual 

special rights referendum that 
appeared on the Idaho general 
election ballot in November 1994. 
The articles concern the campaigns 
for and against Proposition 1 and gay 
rights in general while the personal 
photographs document Don’t Sign 
On/No on One’s campaign against 
Idaho Citizens Alliance (the 
organization supporting the 
initiative) and their anti-gay 
initiative. The selected articles were 
clipped from newspapers within and 
without Idaho and serve to provide a 
greater context for No on One’s 
campaign against the anti-gay 
initiative in Idaho. 
 
The Frank and Bethine Church digital 
collection contains mostly 
photographs, with some brochures, 
posters, and other ephemera, from 
the life of Idaho's four term 
Democratic Senator, Frank Church 
and his wife Bethine Church. The 
materials come from the Frank 
Church Papers, and the finding aid 
for the collection comprised may be 
viewed here . 

News from Boise State University 
Julia Stringfellow 

This year marks the 175th anniversary 
of the tragic episodes in Church 
history surrounding the 1838 
expulsion of the Latter-day Saints 
from Missouri. The Church recently 
acquired two historic sites connected 
to this chapter of its history – the 
Haun’s Mill Massacre site, where a 
mob attacked a group of Latter-day 
Saints in October 1838, killing 
seventeen men and boys; and the 
site of the burial ground for the 

settlement of Far West, where 
several hundred Latter-day Saints, 
including Apostle David W. Patten, 
were buried between 1836 and 1838. 
Both sites are in Caldwell County, 
Missouri.  
 

Staff of the Church History 
Department are now searching for 
original records relating to these two 
historic sites, including diary or 
journal entries, letters, newspaper 

accounts, photographs, and 
reminiscences. Such records may be 
found among the papers of 
missionaries or tourists who visited 
these sites in the late 1800s or early 
1900s. Anyone with information 
concerning the location of such 
records is requested to contact 
Benjamin Pykles at 1-801-240-3588 
or at pykles@ldschurch.org. 
 

LDS Church Seeking Records Relating to Haun’s Mill Massacre and Far West Burial 
Grounds 
LDS Church History Department 
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The Harold B. Lee Library and the L. Tom Perry Special Collections organized a series of events where library patrons 
could view copies of the Saint John’s Bible.  On October 8 curators packed up two volumes and traveled to the Gerald 
R. Sherratt Library at Southern Utah 
University. The books were on display for 
the day and the curators answered 
questions. On October 17 two volumes of 
the bible were on display in the George 
Sutherland Archives at Utah Valley 
University. On October 22 there was a 
special open house in the L. Tom Perry 
Special Collections at BYU, which included 
all seven volumes of the Saint John’s Bible 
on display for the public in one room. 
 
The Saint John’s Bible is the product of a 
project initiated in 1998 at the Saint John’s 
Abbey and University in Collegeville, 
Minnesota. Donald Jackson, senior 
calligrapher to Queen Elizabeth, and a staff 
of scribes and artists created a hand-
written, hand-illuminated bible — the first 
hand-written bible in roughly 500 years. You can learn more about the Saint John's bible by visiting saintjohnbible.org. 

St. John’s Bible at BYU 
Brigham Young University 

Do you know someone who has contributed in a significant way to the library profession or the ULA organization? 
That person may be eligble for one of the annual ULA awards. 
 
Please review the awards definitions and submit a nomination using the form here. 
 
Awards are as follows: 
 

  Distinguished Service Award  

  Librarian of the Year Award 

  Special Service to Libraries Award 

  Special Recognition Award 

  Legislative Award for Excellence in Political Affairs and Library Advocacy 

  Outreach Award 
 

The deadline for nominations is 15 January 2014. 
 
For previous ULA award winners please see our website . Contact Michael Whitchurch with any questions that you 
might have.  

Utah Library Association Awards 

News from the Region 

Visitors examine the Saint John’s Bible. (Courtesy BYU Harold B. Lee Library.) 
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News from the Region 

The Utah State Archives 
celebrated Archives 
Month 2013 by hosting 
four separate lectures 
based around the theme 
“Ecology in the Archives.” 
 
On October 3rd, Colorado 
State University environ-
mental historian, Mark 
Fiege spoke on his latest 
book, the Republic of Na-
ture.  In the dramatic nar-
ratives that comprise The 
Republic of Nature, Mark 

Fiege reframes the canonical account of American history 
based on the simple but radical premise that nothing in 
the nation's past can be considered apart from the natu-
ral circumstances in which it occurred. Revisiting histori-
cal icons so familiar that schoolchildren learn to take 
them for granted, he makes surprising connections that 
enable readers to see old stories in a new light. Among 
the historical moments revisited here, a revolutionary 
nation arises from its environment and struggles to rec-
oncile the diversity of its people with the claim that na-
ture is the source of liberty. Abraham Lincoln, an unlet-
tered citizen from the countryside, steers the Union 
through a moment of extreme peril, guided by his clear-
eyed vision of nature's capacity for improvement. In 
Topeka, Kansas, transformations of land and life prompt 
a lawsuit that culminates in the momentous civil rights 
case of Brown v. 
Board of Educa-
tion. 
 
On October 21st, 
historian, Val 
Holley pre-
sented on his 
recently pub-
lished history of 
Ogden Utah’s 
historic 25th 
Street, entitled, 
25th Street Confidential. In 25th Street Confidential, Holley 
traces Ogden’s transformation from quiet hamlet to cha-
otic transcontinental railroad junction as waves of non-

Mormon fortune seekers swelled the city’s population. 
The street’s outsized role in Ogden annals illuminates 
larger themes in Utah and U.S. history. Most signifi-
cantly, 25th Street was a crucible of Mormon-Gentile 
conflict, especially after the non-Mormon Liberal Party 
deprived its rival, the People’s Party, of long-standing 
control of Ogden’s municipal government in 1889. In the 
early twentieth-century the street was targeted in state-
wide Progressive Era reform efforts, and during Prohibi-
tion it would come to epitomize the futility of liquor 
abatement programs. This first full-length treatment of 
Ogden’s rowdiest road spotlights larger-than-life figures 
whose careers were entwined with the street: Mayor Har-
man Ward Peery, who unabashedly filled the city treas-
ury with fees and fines from vicious establishments; Belle 
London, the most successful madam in Utah history; and 
Rosetta Ducinnie Davie, the heiress to London’s legacy 
who became a celebrity on the street, in the courts, and 
in the press. 
Material from 
previously un-
exploited ar-
chives and more 
than one hun-
dred historic 
photos enrich 
this narrative of 
a turbulent but 
unforgettable 
street. 
 
On October 23rd, writer and photographer, Ann Torrence 
presented on her photo history of historic Highway 89, 
entitled U.S. Highway 89: The Scenic Route to Seven 
Western National Parks. Torrence’s book is a visual guide 
to seven of America’s favorite national parks, hometown 
events and quirky roadside attractions linked by U.S. 89. 
Scenic Highway 89 traces the stories of legendary trap-
pers, missionaries and homesteaders. Widened in the 
Roaring Twenties to satisfy America’s motoring enthusi-
asts, but bypassed by modern interstates, the 1,600 mile 
route from Canada to Mexico retains its back-roads 
charm. From Yellowstone to the Grand Canyon, beauty 
queens to working cowboys, Ann Torrence’s stunning 
images and engaging text capture the enduring spirit of 
the west. 

(Continued) 

Utah Archives Month 2013 at the Utah State Archives 
Jim Kichas 

Mark Fiege, environmental 
historian. (Courtesy Glen 
Fairclough.) 

Val Holley speaks with a guest. (Courtesy 
Glen Fairclough.) 

Ann Torrence and guest. (Courtesy Glen 
Fairclough.) 
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The Committee for the Study of 
Violence, Conflict, and War in 
Society at Idaho State University is 
offering a three-part series of events 
this fall. The first, A Library of Infamy: 
Introduction to the James Aho 
Collection of Extremist Material, took 
place at the Oboler Library on 
October 30, 2013, and was followed 
by a reception. The James Aho 
Collections consists of newsletters 

from various right-wing extremist 
groups; taped sermons; news 
clippings; oral interviews; and, 
correspondence with convicts, 
including those on death row, who 
are serving time for hate crimes.  
 
This event provided the opportunity 
to present the collection to the 
public, promote its use for research, 
and generate a dialogue regarding 

extremist ideology. Speakers 
included: Dr. James Aho, Professor 
Emeritus of Sociology, ISU, who 
spoke about his experiences; Ellen M. 
Ryan, Head of Special Collections 
and Archives, and Assistant 
Professor, Eli M. Oboler Library, ISU; 
a n d ,  K e l s i  L i n s e n m a n n , 
Undergraduate CPI, ISU, who 
worked on processing the collection.   

Introduction to the James Aho Collections 
Idaho State University 

In honor of American Archives 
Month The Harold B. Lee Library at 
BYU hosted a Calligraphy Workshop 
on Thursday October 24th in the 
Special Collections classroom. L. 

Tom Perry Special Collections invited 
artist and calligrapher Nancy Nay, to 
teach a class on calligraphy and rare 
manuscripts using examples 
calligraphy from Special Collections. 

Participants had the opportunity try 
calligraphy under Ms. Nay’s 
instruction.  The newly acquired St. 
John’s bible was on display as an 
example of modern calligraphy. 

Calligraphy Workshop 
Brigham Young University 

News from the Region 

And finally, on October 28th, University of Utah law 
professor, Robert Keiter spoke on his book detailing the 
legal and environmental history of the National Parks, 
entitled To Conserve Unimpaired. When the national park 
system was first established in 1916, the goal "to 
conserve unimpaired" seemed straightforward. But 
Robert Keiter argues that parks have always served a 
variety of competing purposes, from wildlife protection 
and scientific discovery to tourism and commercial 
development. In this trenchant analysis, he explains how 
parks must be managed more effectively to meet 
increasing demands in the face of climate, 
environmental, and demographic changes. Ultimately, 
Keiter demonstrates that parks cannot be treated as 
special islands, but must be managed as the critical cores 
of larger ecosystems. Only when the National Park 
Service works with surrounding areas can the parks meet 
critical habitat, large-scale connectivity, clean air and 

water needs, and also provide sanctuaries where people 
can experience nature. Today's mandate must remain to 
conserve unimpaired—but Keiter shows how the national 
park idea can and must go much farther.   

Robert Keiter presents. (Courtesy Glen 
Fairclough.) 
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The Photo Archives at the University 
of Utah has been very busy this 
winter season working with the Ski 
Archives as they hosted the 
Intermountain Ski Hall of Fame, the 
23rd annual Ski Affair, and Ogden’s 
Winter Welcome. The Special 
Collection’s gallery had a Ski 
Archives exhibit that featured such 
things as backcountry skiers,  early 
avalanche control, ski schools, the 
10th Mountain Division and the 
Quinney Family. Ski exhibits are very 
popular among the students and 
staff in the library and they see a lot 
of traffic. 
 

Aside from the Ski exhibits, the 
Photo Archives has also been 
working with salt flats racers for 
Speed Week- The Bonneville Salt 
Flats have been the home to a racing 
culture for many years and some of 

the families that have a long history 
of racing like Athol Graham’s and 
Mike Nish’s family have come 
forward to donate their collections; 
Ballet West celebrated their 50th 
Anniversary and  hosted a reunion 
and many former dancers came to 
look through and donate their dance 
photos; as well as working on The 
Japanese-American Archive that was 
initiated through the generous 
donation of Mitsuri Kasai. 
 

Rare Books collaborated with 
Michael Homer, a member of the 
Marriott Library Advisory Board and 
Honorary Italian Consulate of Salt 
Lake City, to put together an 
exhibition of rare books and hosted a 
reception with a hands-on display of 
more rare books for the 2013 Year of 
Italian Culture in the United States, a 
nationwide affair organized by the 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the 
Embassy of Italy in Washington, D.C. 
As Mike and Luise Poulton, of Rare 
Books, worked on the idea, it grew to 
include sponsorship by The Italian-
American Civic League and The 
Italian Club of Salt Lake City. As the 
day for the reception drew near, the 
members of The Italian-American 
Civic League voted unanimously to 
give their organization papers, 
including photographs, to Special 
Collections. The Deed of Gift was 
signed at a short ceremony during 
the reception on Wednesday, 
November 20. 
 

Also recently, The Brave Cowboy: An 
Edward Abbey Retrospective digital 
exhibit was posted by Alison Conner 
of Rare Books. Check it out here. 

Photo and Rare Book Update for the University of Utah 
Sara Davis 

News from the Region 

The 116-year-old “Book of the Pioneers” is now available 
with a full-text search on Utah State Archives web site. 
The Archives collaborated with the University of Utah J. 
Willard Marriott Library for conservation and repair of the 
one-of-a-kind book. In addition, the library created high-
quality digital images for viewing online. 
  
The addition to the online collection was announced in 
conjunction with the annual observance of the statewide 
July 24 Pioneer Day holiday, which marks the official 
arrival of the vanguard pioneer company. 
 

The "Book of the Pioneers" is "a record of those who 
arrived in the Valley of the Great Salt Lake during the 
year 1847; including the names, ages, autographs and 
places of residence of all known survivors on July 24, 
1897." The Semi-Centennial Commission compiled the 
book in two volumes for the Pioneer Jubilee of 1897, in 

order to document and memorialize the pioneers of 1847. 
The members of the commission were appointed by the 
State of Utah’s first governor, Heber M. Wells, who spoke 
on the subject in his first address to the Utah State 
Legislature on January 8, 1896, a mere four days after 
statehood was granted. 
  
The names of men and women who came in 1847 are 
recorded along with 727 questionnaires answered in their 
own hand by those still alive fifty years later, creating a 
“work unique in character and of universal interest.”  
 

“This is a wonderful archival record with not only 
genealogical merit but also compelling intrinsic and 
historic value. We hope that people take special interest 
in this important record,” said the State Archivist, 
Patricia Smith-Mansfield.  

Book of Pioneers Celebrating 1897 Jubilee Now Online 
Utah State Archives 
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http://www.lib.utah.edu/collections/rarebooks/exhibits/past/bravecowboy.php
http://archives.utah.gov


The Jo-
s e p h 
S m i t h 
P a p e r s 
P r o j e c t 
a n -
n o u n c e s 
the re-
lease of 
the inau-
gural vol-
ume of its 
D o c u -
m e n t s 

series, Documents, Volume 1: July 
1828–June 1831 (The Church Histo-
rian’s Press, $54.95). This series in-
cludes each of Joseph Smith’s revela-
tions in its earliest form, reports of 
his discourses, and letters he sent 
and received. Also found in the series 
are articles and editorials he wrote 
for newspapers, minutes of meetings 
in which he participated, and records 
of his ecclesiastical administration. 
 
In contrast to previously published 
volumes, which feature larger, stand-
alone works such as journals and 
compilations of revelations, the 
Documents series presents in 
chronological order the core of Jo-
seph Smith’s documentary record. 

“The new Documents series will pro-
vide a sequential and contextual un-
derstanding to the historical docu-
ments associated with the Restora-
tion of the Church,” said Elder Ste-
ven E. Snow, Church Historian and 
Recorder. “Together, these texts 
provide unparalleled insight into the 
life and thought of Joseph Smith, 
one of the most important figures in 
American religious history.”  
 
This first volume of the Documents 
series features Joseph Smith’s earli-
est surviving papers, including more 
than sixty of his revelations, most of 
which were later canonized in the 
Doctrine and Covenants. Through 
rich annotation and introductions, 
the editors present new research ex-
plaining the when and why behind 
the documents. This contextualiza-
tion helps readers better understand 
a foundational period of Mormon 
history, when Joseph Smith trans-
lated and published the Book of Mor-
mon and established the Church of 
Christ. The book also traces the 
proselytizing mission by Oliver Cow-
dery and others to Ohio and Missouri 
and its effects, including the migra-
tion of the church from New York to 
Ohio. 

Editors of Documents, Volume 1 are 
Michael Hubbard MacKay, Gerrit J. 
Dirkmaat, Grant Underwood, Robert 
J. Woodford, and William G. Hartley. 
Documents, Volume 2 is scheduled 
for release in early December 2013. It 
includes documents from July 1831 
through January 1833. 
 
The publication of The Joseph Smith 
Papers two centuries after the birth 
of the founder of The Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints opens a 
window on a life filled with what he 
called “marvelous experience” amid 
constant opposition. Despite having 
received little formal schooling, Jo-
seph Smith left an extensive legacy 
of letters and other written records 
which is now being made widely 
available. 
 
The Joseph Smith Papers series is 
expected to span more than twenty 
volumes when complete. The Docu-
ments portion of the series will com-
prise about half of the total. Visit jo-
sephsmithpapers.org for more infor-
mation about The Joseph Smith Pa-
pers: Documents, Volume 1 and other 
Joseph Smith Papers Project publica-
tions. 

Joseph Smith Papers Project Introduces New Documents Series 
LDS Church History Department 

News from the Region 
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The Highway 89 Digital Collection 
online exhibit is the product of a 
collaborative effort among Western 
libraries and archives to capture 
Highway 89’s storied past through 
the digitization of photographs, 
manuscripts, and printed items. 
Initially, only Utah institutions are 

uploading items to the website, but 
we plan to expand the project to 
include the other states along 
Highway 89: Montana, Wyoming, 
Idaho, and Arizona.  We are also 
exploring crowd-sourcing tools so 
that community members can 
contribute their own stories through 

both image and text.  Once the 
exhibit is fully implemented it should 
be of interest to a wide audience, 
from academic researchers to people 
who simply enjoy the nostalgia of 
America's highways. 

Highway 89 Project 
Dan Davis, Utah State University 

http://highway89.org/


Conference Reports 

I am extremely honored and grateful 
to have been selected as this year’s 
recipient of the Steve Wood 
Scholarship. While I was able to meet 
and thank several of you in person 
during the joint CIMA/SRMA 
conference in Salt Lake City in late 
May, I would like to extend my 
sincerest thanks to all of CIMA for 
this generous support.  Without the 
support of the Steve Wood 
scholarship I would have only been 
able to attend one partial day of the 
conference, but thanks to this 
scholarship I was able to not only 
present on my first professional 
conference panel session, I was also 
able to attend many more 
interesting sessions and to meet 
many colleagues from across the 
region. As an early career archivist, I 
recognize the importance of such an 
opportunity and I truly enjoyed 
soaking it all in! The chance to take in 
some of the spring beauty and 
intriguing history of Salt Lake City 
itself was a wonderful added bonus. 
 

I arrived in Salt Lake from Tucson on 
Wednesday and was able to pay a 
visit to the famed LDS Family History 
Library where I was impressed with 
the incredible scale and organization 
of the records and resources for 
genealogical research. I knew this 
would be the case, but it was truly 
impressive to be able to visit in 
person and see the results of such 
dedication to the preservation of 
genealogical materials from around 
the world.  I was also grateful to 
receive assistance from the 
wonderful volunteers who are 
o bv iou s ly  pa ss ion at e  an d 
knowledgeable about the intricacies 
of such research. As an archivist 
working in a busy historical society 

library and archives, I appreciated 
the opportunity to learn more about 
their approach to complex 
genealogical questions, as family 
history queries are often the subject 
of the research questions of our 
researchers at AHS. This visit also 
underscored for me the importance 
of genealogical and other kinds of 
archival materials being shared and 
accessible to the widest possible 
range of researchers through 
technological means. I was delighted 
to be able access digitized church 
records from 1830s Sweden which 
shed new light on my family history, 
thanks to the assistance of their 
expert in Swedish research!  This 
experience also emphasized for me 
that our role as archivists is 
absolutely vital to our researchers as 
we provide the essential guidance 
and advice needed to effectively 
navigate the complex realm of 
archival materials, whether they 
exist online or on paper. 
 

On Thursday morning, the 
conference began and I enjoyed the 
plenary session with engaging 
speaker Dr. Ross Peterson, as well 
the chance to meet several 
colleagues from around the region. I 
attended the session “Planning for a 
Western Archival Network” and 
found it to be quite interesting. The 
discussion of the complexities of the 
planning grant for creating such a 
network was very informative. It was 
inspiring to hear about the kinds of 
collaborations which are being 
explored in order to increase access 
to archival materials. I enjoyed 
learning about the Northwest Digital 
Archives and the Mountain West 
Digital Library and I felt like I gained 
a better understanding of the range 

of issues facing archivists working to 
create Western digital repositories 
and access points. This was a great 
start to the conference.  
 

In the afternoon, I attended an 
engaging session called “Onward 
and Outward: Online Outreach 
Strategies for Archives”. The 
speakers presented a range of 
interesting projects and tales from 
their efforts to promote collections 
through varied digital means. I could 
relate to this as AHS recently created 
a blog for the library and archives 
and we’ve discussed several other 
ideas for increasing engagement in 
the digital realm. Madison Barkley of 
AHS Tempe gave an informative 
presentation on the importance of 
having a clear social media policy in 
place and how to avoid some pitfalls 
when using digital promotional 
efforts. I especially loved hearing 
about the important work being 
done by colleagues Nancy Godoy of 
the Chicano/a Archives at Arizona 
State University and by Rachael 
Dreyer of the American Heritage 
Center at University of Wyoming. I 
found it very intriguing to hear about 
how the various projects they shared 
made inventive use of humor and 
popular culture to increase 
awareness of and engagement with 
collections. I also was impressed by 
the way these efforts helped show 
how digital tools can be used 
creatively to help to establish 
avenues for human connection and 
trust to grow amongst archivists and 
the various communities they serve 
and document. I felt inspired to try 
out some new digital outreach ideas 
soon! 

Travel Grant—cont. p. 21 

Steve Wood Scholarship Travel Report — CIMA/SRMA Conference May 2013 
Alexandria Caster, MA — Arizona Historical Society 
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The CIMA Utah fall caucus took place 
at Utah Valley University's new 
library on October 25th. Nearly 
seventy people attended and several 
of the more seasoned CIMA veterans 
were pleased to see new (and 
younger) faces in the crowd. There 
were several interesting and 
informative sessions. Cory Nimer and 
Gordon Daines discussed updates on 
changing national standards for 
DACS, EAD, and ArchivesSpace. 
Daniel Davis and Betsey Welland 
gave presentations on the EAD 
system used by Utah State 
University and the University of 
Utah. This system is part of the 
Northwest Digital Archives provided 
by the Orbis Cascade Alliance and 
the Northwest Archivists. The lunch 

speaker was Daniel Davis, 
photograph curator at USU. Davis 
spent the summer of 2010 on 
sabbatical doing research and re-

photographing the images of 
Andrew Joseph Russell who 
photographed the construction of 
the transcontinental railroad in 1868 

and 1869. Along with a slide show, 
Mr. Davis shared anecdotes from his 
travels. Before lunch, though, the 
Utah Manuscripts Association 
presented the Everett L. Cooley 
award to David Hales. This award 
recognizes lifetime achievement in 
the field of archives. After lunch Clint 
Pumphrey, Jim Kichas, and Paula 
Mitchell gave an update on the 
innovative Highway 89 collaborative 
digital project and Gordon Daines 
discussed the process for turning an 
archival project into a published 
article for the Journal of Western 
Archives. All of these sessions 
resulted in considerable dialogue 
among the attendees. 
 

Utah Fall Caucus 
Dan Davis, Utah State University 

Dan Davis at the Utah Fall Caucus. 
(Courtesy of Catherine McIntyre.) 
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Members of CIMA from Nevada conducted a Fall Caucus 
Meeting on Friday, October 18th; in a joint program, in 
conjunction with the Nevada Library Association’s 
Annual Conference. The meeting was held at the Atlantis 
Hotel in Reno, Nevada.   
 

The program began with a working luncheon, hosted by 
current CIMA president, Julia Stringfellow. With about 20 
attendees, discussion took place about the plans for 
CIMA’s upcoming Annual Conference in Carson City (May 
15-16, 2014). This program is a continuation of CIMA’s 
work to develop the archival profession in the region, and 
the state of Nevada.  CIMA’s state programs target non-
professionals in need of archival training or assistance. 
During the luncheon, much feedback was given 
concerning the conference plans; which will highlight 
Nevada’s 150th Anniversary in 2014. 
 

Lunch was followed by an archival panel discussion (also 
a part of the NLA program), entitled “Surveys of 
Nevada’s Archival Collections and Resources”. The panel 
included; Michael Frazier highlighting recent activities at 
UNLV Special Collections, and publications that were 
researched at his institution. Julia Stringfellow 

highlighted Boise State University’s Special Collections, 
and State Archivist Jeff Kintop discussed Nevada’s 
upcoming 150th Anniversary Celebration.   
 

CIMA also maintained an information table throughout 
the NLA conference, and welcomed a number of new 
CIMA members. 

Attendees at the Nevada Fall Caucus. 
(Courtesy Michael Frazier.) 

Nevada Fall Caucus 
Michael Frazier, University of Nevada, Las Vegas 
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Conference Reports 

As a first timer at the SAA 
conference, it was really exciting to 
see all the different sessions, 
presentations, and activities that 
were available. As a relative new 
comer to the archives field itself, it 
was great to be able to attend such a 
large conference with such a wide 

variety of topics to choose from. 
Because all the announcements said 
the conference was going for the 
whole week, I booked my flights to 
be there the whole week and arrived 
three days before the conference 
actually started. Even so I took the 
opportunity to do a little sight seeing 
around New Orleans (St. Louis 
Cathedral is amazing!) and took 
advantage of a few of the scheduled 
pre-conference activities. I attended 
a staff ride that focused on the Battle 
of New Orleans and we took a tour of 
Fort Pike and Chalmette Battlefield. I 
also had the great opportunity to 
attend a repository tour of the 
National World War II Museum; if I 
didn’t already have a great job and 

wanted to live in a hurricane plagued 
area, I would love to work there! 
They have a great program and a 
great collection. 
 

The conference itself was really 
excellent. With so many 
presentations to choose from, it was 
often difficult to choose just one. 
Because of my position at the Church 
History Library as digitization 
coordinator for donors, I decided it 
would be good for me to go to 
sessions regarding digitization. It 
was really informative to me to see 
how other repositories are entering 
the digital world, and how our 
institution can learn from their 
processes and apply them to our 
work. In “Part of the Process: The 
When, Why, and How of Routine 
Digitization” I learned how the JFK 
Presidential Library and Museum 
prioritizes digitization, including 
digitizing material specifically for 
anniversaries and important events 
in order to preemptively make it 
available to patrons and researchers. 
I also participated in a great 
discussion about what digitization 
means across disciplines in 
“Digitization Crossroads: An 
Interdisciplinary, Cross Profession 
Discussion.” Andrew Stauffer from 
the University of Virginia raised the 
critical issue that digitization can 
diminish the cultural record by 
removing inserts and not giving users 
the experience of handling the 
physical items which often tell the 
story better than the printed page. 
Jessica Linker of the University of 
Connecticut shared the example of a 
botanist’s notebooks having all the 
flora removed, leaving the 
researcher with basically no context 
for what the writer had been 

describing. The session emphasized 
that it’s important to get others who 
may have a stake in the collection 
involved in what should be digitized, 
kept, discarded, collected, etc. 
 

Along the lines of digital collections, I 
went to a session entitled “The Web 
of Sites: Creating Effective Web 
Archiving Appraisal and Collection 
Development Policies.” I didn’t know 
anything about web archiving before 
going to this session; the Church 
History Library has just started really 
focusing their efforts to capture 
websites. The three presenters in this 
session discussed appraisal of 
websites, and how to fill the gaps of 
a collection with diverse, well 
developed websites that are unique 
and rich in content. I learned a great 
deal about what it takes to capture, 
maintain, discontinue archiving of 
web content, and when to know 
what to capture, and how not to 
capture more material than can be 
curated effectively. 
 
 

(Continued) 

Review of SAA 2013 
Michelle Sayers, Church History Library 

Michelle Sayers at Fort Pike. 
(Courtesy of Michelle Sayers.) 

St. Louis Cathedral. (Courtesy of 
Michelle Sayers.) 
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Conference Reports 

Chalmette Battlefield. (Courtesy of 
Michelle Sayers.) 

The SAA conference allowed me to meet people from 
different institutions who have different ideas and 
programs. It got me thinking and asking a lot of 
questions about our own institution, and how we can 
improve our processes and make our holdings more 
available to our patrons. From the new comers and first 
timers orientation, I also learned a lot about several 
archival studies programs available. I don’t have a library 
degree, and I have always thought it would be prudent to 
get one in order to really understand the field; however, I 
was excited to learn that I can take a certificate program 
and learn in depth core principles regarding the archival 
field, instead of taking the broader library science degree. 
SAA really helped me to see not only where I can go with 
my own future career, but how we can develop our 
practices and procedures in the Church History Library as 
a whole. 

The last session of the day was “Digital Records 
Preservation: Sharing and Learning from Successful 
Programs.” This session was also very interesting and 
addressed many issues with which archivists are going to 
dealing with increasing frequency for the foreseeable 
future. I was especially interested to hear from Todd 
Welch of Northern Arizona University about their efforts 
involving cloud-based storage options for their digital 
records. This is a topic of great interest and complexity 
indeed. After this session ended, I took the opportunity 
to pay a quick visit to the delightful Utah Museum of 
Contemporary Art just across the street from the 
conference hotel, which had some wonderful and 
engaging exhibits. The day finished up with a convivial 
dinner out with colleagues and preparations for the next 
morning’s panel presentations. 
 

Thursday morning was a key part of the conference for 
me as our group from Arizona Historical Society (both 
Tucson and Tempe branches) were presenting our panel 
session called “The Next 100 Years: How One Agency is 
Using Its Past to Reinvent its Future.”  I presented my 
section entitled Fresh Paint: The Symbolic Power of 
Making Change Visible and it was a wonderful (if a tiny bit 
nerve-wracking) experience. I enjoyed sharing my 
perspective of how external changes helped support 
internal transformation in our library and archives.  We 
were delighted to have a full and engaged audience 
attend our discussion of ways we have endeavored to 

install positive to change in our institution during the past 
year. I really enjoyed the chance to interact with my 
colleagues in a new way and to hear their perspectives on 
our experiences and efforts. This session allowed us to 
connect with other colleagues facing similar challenges 
and that was very meaningful for me, as it can be all too 
easy to feel that we are facing challenges which are 
unique to our individual situations.  I look forward to 
making more such connections with other archivists and I 
hope that our session was of value to those who were 
kind enough to attend! Maybe a bit to my surprise, I 
found that I actually enjoyed presenting and now, after 
this positive professional debut, feel increased 
excitement about the next opportunity to present at 
future conferences!  
 

After our session, I enjoyed a delightful lunch 
reconnecting with several archivist friends from across 
the West. I appreciated the opportunity to meet new 
people and engage in interesting conversations around 
every corner! I spent the afternoon conference session at 
“Ensuring Objectivity During the Archival Life Cycle.” 
Though I was disappointed that Mark Greene wasn’t able 
to participate in the session due to illness, I did find the 
discussion of his efforts to document the role of the 
subjective input of archivist in the processing of 
collections to be quite interesting and thought-
provoking. 

(Continued) 

Travel Grant — continued from p. 18 
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We hope that you’ve enjoyed this newsletter focusing on oral history 
and folklore within the CIMA region. Our next issue will focus on the 
CIMA council elections and will provide bios of all the candidates. 
 
Are you working on a new project? Planning a new exhibit? Any new 
collections you want to brag about? We would love to share your 
news item with the organization, so send us an email 
(kristi_young@byu.edu) and share your story today. 

I was able to enjoy a few more impromptu conversations with vendors and introductions to other CIMA members 
before having to pack up my bags and head back to the airport to catch my flight back to the Sonoran desert. I arrived 
home armed with lots of new ideas, connections and inspirations, and a renewed passion for the importance of 
collaboration and conferences.  
 
I look forward to becoming more involved with CIMA in the future and hope to be able to contribute to this wonderful 
profession in many ways. I wish to again express my sincerest gratitude to CIMA for awarding me these opportunities 
through the Steve Wood Scholarship. I look forward to our shared future!  

Volume 40, Issue 4 
CIMA Newsletter 
Kristi Young, Editor 
Melissa Johnson, Graphic Designer 
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