
Volume 41, Issue 1  |  Spring 2014 

CIMA NEWSLETTER 

Inside This Issue: 

President’s Corner 2 

CIMA Business 3 

Calendar 4 

Special Feature 7 

Regional News 11 

A Message from the Editor 

We hope that you will enjoy the March issue of the CIMA newsletter. The primary focus is 
the yearly elections which will be held April 7-18. This newsletter includes bios (pp. 7 - 10) 
for all of the candidates for officers and board members. Read these articles and make an 
informed decision. 
 

We are also happy to have a varied selection of articles talking about what is going on in 
different institutions in the CIMA area. We are happy to welcome Southern Utah University 
and Utah Valley University to the list of universities sharing their happenings with us. 
Institutions that have a history of sharing news with us include Boise State University, Utah 
State University, The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, the University of Nevada 
Las Vegas among others continue to be part of the news. If your institution has not 
donated lately, please contact Kristi Young at kristi_young@byu.edu for guidelines for 
donating items. We want to hear from you!  

Carson City maintains the charm of its gold and silver town 
roots with the Sierra Nevada Mountains holding watch over 
the valley. This is a town that was made to be explored and 
enjoyed by foot. There are restaurants near the hotel within 
strolling distance after sessions or join us for a Restaurant 
Tour. You can end the Friday sessions by talking a Ghost Tour 
walk hosted by Hannah Clapp.  
 

If shopping is your thing or you are just shopping for the folks 
back home, there are local favorites close-by. The Brewery 
Arts Center, Great Basin Art Gallery, Hannfin’s Antiques, and 
my personal favorite Due Sorella, located in a yellow 
bungalow just behind the Capitol, offer unique and special 
gifts. The Carson City Mall is having a resurgence and new 
shops include Bealls and the Sportsmen’s Warehouse. If you 
need to satisfy your sweet tooth - look no further than Paul 
Schat’s Bakery, conveniently located in the Carson Mall, next 
to Boot Barn. 
 

The Legislative Gift shop has great Nevada souvenirs to 
remind you of the Silver State. Since we’ll enjoy our Friday 
lunch in the Legislative Building, break time would be a 
perfect time to check out the hand-made lavender items and 
other goodies. 

 

Wednesday features a not-to-be missed tour of the Nevada 
State Archives given by our own Chris Driggs followed by a 
tour of the Nevada State Museum or visit the Special 
Collections at the University of Nevada – Reno. Thursday 
evening is the reception held at the Railroad Museum so 
come for the good food, good music, and great atmosphere. 
 

Carson City—cont. p. 11 

Nevada state capitol building in Carson City. (Courtesy Carson City 
Visitor’s Bureau.) 

Carson City: Beyond the Conference 
Nevada State Library and Archives 
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Have you registered for CIMA 2014 (May 14-16 in Carson City, 
NV) yet? You have about a month left to do so to get the early 
bird discount that is available through April 14. This is also the 
deadline to register for the SAA DAS workshop “Appraisal of 
Electronic Records” that will be offered Wednesday, May 14, 
and to get the conference rate at the Carson City Plaza Hotel 
and Event Center. The registration form and program 
information are included on the conference website. A 
restaurant guide and a listing of things to do in the area will be 
up on the website soon. 

The plenary speaker and reception speaker each have a strong 
knowledge of local history. Plenary speaker Ronald M. James is a 
local author and former head of historic preservation at the 

Nevada State Historic Preservation Office. He also served as an Adjunct Assistant Professor 
of Anthropology at the University of Nevada, Reno. His publications include state and local 
history and folklore topics. A listing of his books is available here. Of particular interest are 
the books Virginia City: Secrets of a Western Past (we are providing a trip to Virginia City the 
Saturday of the conference) and Nevada’s Historic Buildings: A Cultural Legacy. 

The speaker for the Thursday evening reception at the Nevada State Railroad Museum, 
Patty Cafarata, is a columnist for the local Reno Evening Gazette. Patty’s columns are 
frequently on local history topics, and she is a regular patron at the Nevada State Archives. 
Heavy hors d’oeuvres and drinks will be provided, as well as the CIMA Awards Ceremony and 
music by the String Beings. 

Vendors attending the conference include ArcaSearch, ArchivesSpace, and Hollinger 
MetalEdge, the Journal of Western Archives, and Mountain West Digital Library. 
Conference attendees will have several opportunities to visit with these vendors, including 
during breaks Thursday and Friday and at the Thursday evening reception. 

The CIMA Business Meeting Luncheon will take place Friday, May 16 from 11:30-1pm in the 
State Legislative Building near the conference hotel. Is there an item you would like to 
discuss with your fellow CIMA members? Let me know and I will add it to the agenda.  

Also be sure to sign up for any of the tours (all free) we are offering throughout the 
conference. A tour of the Special Collections at the University of Nevada, Reno is scheduled 
for Wednesday morning and a tour of the Nevada State Archives and Museum will be held 
Wednesday afternoon. A walking tour of downtown Carson City will take place Friday 
afternoon, and a trip to Virginia City is planned for Saturday. 

I look forward to seeing you all in Carson City in May! If you have any questions, comments, 
or suggestions about the conference, please don’t hesitate to contact me at 
juliastirngfellow@boisestate.edu or at (208) 426-4308. I have President’s Hours every 
Friday afternoon and am happy to talk about all things CIMA if you’d also like to contact me 
during that time.  

President’s Corner: Julia Stringfellow 
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Steve Wood CIMA Scholarship 
Application due April 1, 2014 
 

CIMA has a scholarship available for this year’s meeting in Carson City, Nevada on May 14-16, 2014. The Steve Wood CIMA 
Meeting Scholarship is a $450.00 scholarship offered once a year. Funds from the Scholarship may be used for conference 
registration, workshops, conference meals, and travel expenses. Persons meeting the criteria below are encouraged to apply. 
 

For this scholarship an individual must currently: 

 Be employed in the CIMA region (AZ, UT, NV, ID, WY, NM) 
OR 

 Be enrolled as a student in a program that includes library classes, archival classes, or a related discipline. 
 

To Apply: Submit a current resume, a cover letter indicating a statement of the expected benefits of attending the CIMA 
meeting, and a letter of reference from a person with knowledge of the applicant’s work or educational program via email to 
Dan Davis. 
 

Also please send a hard copy by fax or mail to the Education and Training Committee: 
 c/o Daniel Davis 
 Utah State University, Merrill-Cazier Library 
 3000 Old Main Hill 
 Logan, UT 84322-3000 
 Fax: 435-797-2880 
 
Questions about the scholarship can also be directed to Dan Davis (435-797-0890). 

 

Financial Report 
November 21, 2013 

 
CIMA Account Balances  

Primary Checking:  $12,793.68 

Woods Scholarship:  $3,283.56 

Savings:  $9,127.56 

Western Archives Journal:  $8,768.20 

TOTAL $33,973.00 

Membership  

Active (2014) Members:  117 

Lifetime Members:  25 

TOTAL 142 

CIMA Business 
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Calendar of Events 

ARIZONA 
 
Archaeological Walking Tour of Ft. 
Lowell & Hohokam Hardy Site 
March 1 – 31, every Friday, 10:30 AM – 
1:30 PM 
Ft. Lowell Park & Museum, Tucson 
 

In conjunction with Archaeology 
Month, Ft. Lowell Museum will have a 
walking tour every Friday during the 
month of March. Visit the Hardy 
Village site of the Hohokam and the 
ruins of the 1880s fort. Hold several 
1,000 year old artifacts in your hands. 
The walking tour fee is included in the 
regular admission. For more 
information call 520-885-3832. 
 

“Meet Tucson’s Pioneers” Cemetery 
Tour 
March 22, 9:00 – 11:30 AM 
Evergreen Cemetery, Tucson 
 

Visit gravesites of Tucson pioneers. 
Hear fascinating stories of early 
Tucson from living history 
interpreters. Light refreshments 
provided at conclusion of tour. An 
optional additional tour of Grand Army 
of the Republic gravesites begins at 
11:30 a.m. 
 

Cost: $15.00 per person for the Meet 
Tucson’s Pioneers gravesite tour; 
$5.00 additional per person for the 
Grand Army of the Republic 
gravesites tour. RSVP by March 17, 
2014. For more information or to 
RSVP, please contact docent Betty 
Cook at  520 - 886- 3363 or 
cbetty@cox.net. 
 

“National History Day in Arizona” 
State Competition 
April 5, 8:00 AM – 5:00 PM 
ASU (Skysong), Scottsdale 
 

National History Day is an exciting way 
for students to study and learn about 
historical issues, ideas, people and  
 

events. This year long educational 
p r o g r a m  f o s t e r s  a c a d e m i c 
achievement and intellectual growth. 
The rigorous program helps prepare 
students for college classes and guides 
them to be informed citizens. For 
more information please contact 
Nancy York, AHS National History Day 
Coordinator for Arizona, at 
nyork@azhs.gov or 480-929-0292, 
ext. 137.  
 

“A Bite to Eat: Feeding the Troops” 
Exhibit Opening 
April 5, 10:00 AM – 4:00 PM 
Ft. Lowell Park & Museum, Tucson 
 

Opening day activities will take place 
at Ft. Lowell Park and Museum, 2900 
N. Craycroft Rd. Re-enactors will 
portray military units dating from the 
Spanish era, Mormon Battalion, Civil 
War, and Indian Wars.  The 4th Cavalry 
Regimental Band and Ft. Huachuca 
62nd Army Band will entertain visitors 
with 1800s music.  There will be 
displays and demonstrations depicting 
the feeding of the troops throughout 
history and much more. 
 

The new exhibit at Ft. Lowell Museum, 
made possible through a generous 
donation from National Daughters of 
the American Revolution and Arizona 
State Daughters of the American 
Revolution, shows the food and dining 
of the enlisted men, which was quite 
different from the food and dining of 
the officers.  The Indian Scouts, while 
being issued regular rations, also made 
use of the native foods their wives 
gathered and cooked for them. 

Admission and parking are free. For 
more  information call 520-885-3832. 
 

55th Annual Arizona History 
Convention 
April 10-12 
Prescott Resort and Conference Center 
 

This year’s conference will celebrate 
the sesquicentennial of the 
establishment of Arizona Territory and 
the legislative authorization of the 
Arizona Historical Society. The three-
day event includes presentations on 
various topics by professional and 
amateur historians, workshops, field 
trips, book vendors, awards and prizes. 
Space for meals, tours, and special 
events is limited. Please register early. 
 

Registration: $40.00 (does not 
include meals and tours); Students 
free. For information, contact 
Nancy Stonehouse or Bruce Dinges, 
AHS Publications Division, at 520-628-
5774, or nstonehouse@azhs.gov or 
bdinges@azhs.gov. The Arizona 
History Convention program and 
registration form are posted on the 
C o n v e n t i o n  w e b s i t e , 
www.arizonahistory.org.  
 

IDAHO 
 
“Hometown Teams” Exhibit 
April 3, 5:00 – 9:00 PM 
Idaho State Historical Museum, Boise 
 

Do you have what it takes to make it 
to the big leagues? As our Hometown 
Teams exhibit continues, come a see 
how your pitching matches up to the 
greats. The Boise Hawks will be here 
with information about their 
upcoming season. Boise Parks & 
Recreation will have their Mobile 
Recreation Van parked out front and 
will help you sign-up for one of their 
sports leagues. All activities are 
between 5:30 - 7:00 pm. Admission is 
free from 5-9 pm. The exhibit runs 
from March 1 – April 12. 
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Calendar of Events 

Brown Bag Lecture 
April 8, Noon - 1:00 PM 
Idaho State Historical Museum, Boise 
 

Join authors Allen Pinkham and Steve 
Evans as they discuss the fifteen years 
of research and tribal memories that 
went into their newly released book, 
Lewis and Clark Among the Nez Perce: 
Strangers in the Land of Nimiipuu. They 
will discuss how their information 
came together, their sources within 
the tribe (elders) and what they found 
particularly fascinating about the 
connections between the Nez Perce 
and the Corps of Discovery. 
 

A book signing will follow the program 
and books will be available for 
purchase on site. A second 
presentation will be given at 7:00 PM 
at the Cole and Ustick Library. The 
Program is free of charge to the public. 

 

NEVADA 
 

150 Years of Nevadan Stories told 
Through Collections 
January 17, 2014 - May 31, 2014 
Free Reception - January 17th, 2014 
from 5:30-7:00pm. 
Nevada Historical Society, Reno 
 

This exhibit will focus upon Nevadan 
stories, pulling together the Society's 
rich collections. The exhibit will 
feature textiles, artifacts, documents, 
maps and photographs. 
 

The Society invites you to a free 
reception event at the Society. There 
will be refreshments and free 
admission to the galleries. (See 
newsletter article on pp. 17-18.) 
 

Nature Captured Thru the Lens: 
Photography by Jerry Penwick 
June 13—September 27 
Free reception and lecture June 13, 
5:00 - 7:00 PM 
Nevada Historical Society, Reno 
 

This exhibit will focus on nature’s 
beauty, photographs, including birds 
and flowers captured right in Jerry’s 
backyard. The Historical Society 
invites you to a free reception and 
lecture event at the Society. There will 
be refreshments and free admission to 
the galleries. 
 

Nevada: Prisms & Perspectives 
 

Nevada: Prisms & Perspectives, the 
latest version of the Nevada Historical 
Society’s museum gallery in the Wilbur 
S. Shepperson Gallery, utilizes the 
Historical Society’s extensive 
collections of artifacts, photographs, 
documents and maps to tell five 
crucial stories about life in the Wilver 
State. Each story is complete in itself, 
but all five—”Living on the Land”, 
“Riches from the Earth”, “Passing 
Through”, “Neon Nights”, and Federal 
Presence”—are intimately related to 
each other. In the Shepperson Gallery 
we have included some of the jewels 
of the collection to tell these stories. 
Please join us in experiencing Nevada’s 
fascinating heritage. The Society has a 
permanent gallery dedicated to Reno’s 
history. 
 

NEW MEXICO 
 

Panel Discusses Mental Health Audit 
During NMSU Sunshine Week 
Celebration 
March 20, 5:00 PM 
New Mexico State University, Zuhl 
Library, Las Cruces 
 

As part of the celebration of Sunshine 
Week, the NMSU Library is co-
sponsoring “Sunshine and Shadows: 
Public Records and the New Mexico 
Mental Health Provider Audit,” a panel 
discussion on open government and 
the state of mental health care in New 
Mexico. 
 
 
 

The panel will discuss the New Mexico 
In Depth and Las Cruces Sun News 
lawsuit seeking the release of a 2013 
state government audit that resulted 
in the state withdrawing Medicaid 
funding from 15 mental health 
providers due to allegations of fraud.  
 

Both the program and reception are 
free and open to the public. For more 
i n f o r m a t i o n ,  c o n t a c t 
sunshine@lib.nmsu.edu or 575-646-
2869, or visit the Library’s Sunshine 
Week information page.  
 

Getting  Up  Pa 'l  Pueblo  Exhibition 
Features Library Collection 
February 28 - November 8 
University of New Mexico, 
Albuquerque 
 

Getting Up Pa 'l Pueblo: Tagging ASAR-
Oaxaca Prints and Stencils is a new 
exhibition at the National Hispanic 
Cultural Center (NHCC) Art Museum. 
This exhibit features block prints and 
stencils from the ASARO (Assembly of 
Revolutionary Artists of Oaxaca) 
collection in the College of University 
Libraries’ and Learning Sciences, 
Center for Southwest Research and 
Special Collections (CSWR) at 
Zimmerman Library at the University 
of New Mexico. “Getting up” is slang 
for posting and applying images in 
public places. Generally, the 
expression refers to street art. 
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Calendar of Events 

In a localized adaptation of ASARO’s 
commitment to visual and verbal 
exchange, Getting Up Pa 'l Pueblo: 
Tagging ASAR-Oaxaca Prints and 
Stencils invites your participation in 
the exhibition by labeling or #tagging 
the images presented. Visitors are 
invited to physically tag or label the 
works as they view them or to virtually 
label them on the exhibit webpage 
asaro.unm.edu/exhibit. The labels 
will be collected and digitized, 
eventually becoming a permanent part 
of the CSWR collection at the 
University of New Mexico. In addition, 
there will be five public forums where 
participants’ comments and ideas will 
be recorded for inclusion in the 
collection. For more information 
contact Suzanne Schadl at 
schadl@unm.edu.  

 

UTAH 
 

A. Dean Larsen Book Collecting 
Conference 
March 13-14 
BYU Harold B. Lee Library, Provo 
 

The A. Dean Larsen Book Collecting 
Conference is a wonderful educational 
and social experience where 
professional and amateur book 
collectors, as well as just the curious, 
gather together once a year to 
immerse themselves in the world of 
rare book collecting. (See newsletter 
article on p.12.) 
 

Museum Alive 
March 24, 6:30 – 8:30 PM 
Church History Museum, Salt Lake 
City 
 

The Church History Museum presents 
“Museum Alive” as part of its ongoing 
Evenings at the Museum series. This 
event will help families discover more 
about the museum by bringing the  
 
 

 

exhibits to life through living history 
docents. 
 

This event is free and open to the 
public. (See newsletter article on p.16.) 

 

Utah State Archives’s Annual Spring 
Conference 
April 4, 9:30 AM – 3:00 PM 
Utah State Archives, Salt Lake City 
 

Social media and email will be the 
focus of the upcoming annual spring 
conference on records management. 
Scheduled presentations include: 
“Social Media: Strategies for 
Successfully Managing Legal Risks” by 
Randy L. Dryer, Presidential Honors 
Professor at the S.J. Quinney College 
of Law; “Creating and Implementing a 
Social Media Policy Agency-wide” by 
Matthew Gerrish, Social Media Writer/
Editor at Weber State University; and 
“Email Management” by Lorianne 
Ouderkirk, Records Analyst Manager 
at the Utah State Archives. Register 
online at the State Archive training 
page. 
 

Online Book Club: The Fault in Our 
Stars, by John Green 
April 15, 1:30 – 2:30 PM 
Utah State Library and the Utah State 
Library for the Blind & Disabled 
 

Join the Utah State Library and the 
Utah State Library for the Blind in a 
live online book group discussion of 
"The Fault in Our Stars" by John 
Green. USL has copies available 
through Book Buzz. Individuals should 
contact their local libraries to obtain a  
 
 

copy. Some books may be available as 
audiobooks from OneClickdigital 
through Pioneer: Utah’s Online 
Library. All library staff and library 
patrons in Utah are welcome to join 
the discussion. For Library for the 
Blind users, this book is available on 
BARD and in DB, LP, and BR formats. 
We will make more DB copies if 
needed. 
 

For more information contact Paula 
Stuart, Readers Advisor Librarian, at 
801-715-6757 or pstuart@utah.gov.  
All interested readers can join the 
meeting by registering online. 
 

Lorenzo Snow Devotional 
April 9, 7:00 – 8:30 PM 
LDS Assembly Hall, Salt Lake City 
 

This event is in celebration of the 200th 
birthday of Lorenzo Snow, fifth 
president of the Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints. The devotional is 
part of a large reunion being held for 
his descendants, and is open to the 
public. Elder Jeffrey R. Holland of the 
Quorum of the Twelve Apostles is 
currently scheduled as the keynote 
speaker. 
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CIMA Council Elections 
Elections will be held April 7—18 
 

This year CIMA membership will elect three council members (2-year terms), a Vice President/President-Elect, and a 
Treasurer. This edition of the newsletter provides information about all of the candidates; we hope that the bios and 
candidate statements will help you make an informed decision about the future leadership of our organization. 
 
Electronic ballots will be sent out April 7 and should be returned to Sarah Langsdon by April 18. New council members will 
attend training at the annual conference, May 14—16. 

Todd Welch graduated with a MA in History with a concentration in Archival Administration and 
Records Management from Western Washington University (1993) and a MA in Information, 
Research, and Library Studies from University of Arizona (2007). Since January 2003 he has been 
employed as the Digital Access Librarian at Northern Arizona University (NAU), where he 
supervises the digital preservation and online access of born-digital and digitally-reformatted 
photograph, textual, sound recordings, and moving image materials. He serves as administrator of 
the statewide EAD consortium -- Arizona Archives Online. Before arriving at NAU, Welch worked 
as the Manuscript Archivist at the Oregon Historical Society (1994-2002) and as a Processing/
Project Archivist at the Oregon State Archives (1992-1994). He is a member of the Society of 
American Archivists (1990-present), Conference of Inter-Mountain Archivists (2003-present), and 

Academy of Certified Archivists (1996-present). Welch has previously served as Secretary-Treasurer of the Northwest 
Archivists (1996-2002) and is the current Treasurer (2012-present) of the Academy of Certified Archivists.  
 

Dear CIMA Archivists, 
 

“May you live in interesting times.” 
 

My high school baseball coach whispered that Chinese proverb to me at the beginning of his visits to the pitching 
mound.  It was an attempt to bring some comic relief to a stressful situation and remind me to refocus and meet the 
challenges that lie ahead to the best of my abilities.  Archivists in the early 21st century must periodically evaluate our 
programs and refocus our collections, products, and services to meet the challenges that lie ahead tomorrow.  The 
challenges are familiar to all of us, brought on by a constantly evolving information landscape, digital technologies, 
and online user expectations.  In such a world, we need to advocate and improve our programs and services to 
maintain our standing and relevance to donors, users, and resource allocators. 
 

Throughout my professional life, I have viewed participation and service in archival organizations as an essential part 
of being an archivist.  The purpose of CIMA is to share our experiences and knowledge for the benefit of the 
membership and our programs.  My participation in CIMA has been extremely rewarding and it would be an honor and 
a privilege to serve in a leadership capacity.   If elected, I will advocate for educational and collaborative opportunities 
at the Fall and Spring meetings that further assist the membership to meet the challenges confronting the archival 
profession in the 21st century. 

Candidate for Vice President/President-Elect 
Todd Welch 
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Jim Kichas is a processing and reference archivist for the Utah State Archives. Originally hired in 
December 2002, shortly after graduating from the University of Utah with a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Anthropology, Jim spent his first seven months with the archives processing the records 
of former Utah governors Herbert Maw and Scott Matheson. 
 

Over the last nine years Jim has processed a wide variety of records in the Utah State Archives 
collection, helped administer an NHPRC grant focused on bringing physical and intellectual control 
over Utah's historic court records, and provided reference assistance to the public in the Utah 
History Research Center. Jim has also served as the State Archives representative on the Utah 
Manuscripts Committee since May 2010. 
 

In the fall of 2010 Jim began work on a master’s degree in Environmental Humanities at the University of Utah. His 
masters’ project work was focused on a set of records held by the State Archives related to the MX Missile System, 
and was completed in 2012. He is a Certified Archivists (2013) and has served as the CIMA treasurer since 2012. 

Candidate for Treasurer 
Jim Kichas 

Maurita Baldock is currently the Assistant Librarian and Archivist at the University of Arizona Special 
Collections. She previously worked at the New York Historical Society as an archivist for six years and 
then as the Curator of Manuscripts for seven years. She received her Masters in History and Certifi-
cate in Archives at New York University and obtained her Masters in Library and Information Science 
from the Pratt Institute in New York City. 
 

My name is Maurita Baldock and I am honored to be running for the CIMA Council. Although I am 
new to the region, I have previous experience working with other regional archival groups such as 
the Mid-Atlantic Regional Archives Conference (MARAC) and the Archivists Round Table of Met-
ropolitan New York (ART). I believe in the power of regional archival organizations and confer-
ences to serve the needs of archivists from various types of institutions and to bring visibility to 

the important work of archivists in the regional community.  I am aware of current archival trends and hope to serve 
creatively to help guide CIMA and its membership for the future. I am excited to be a part of CIMA and believe that my 
experience, background and commitment to archives makes me a qualified candidate for a council position. 

Candidate for Council 
Maurita Baldock 
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Amber D’Ambrosio has been the Special Collections Librarian and Archivist at Dixie 
State University since September 2012 and has been steadily processing and establishing 
intellectual and administrative control over the archives. She has earned a Master’s of Art 
in English Renaissance Literature from the University of Leeds in the United Kingdom 
and a Master’s of Science in Information Science from the University at Albany, State 
University of New York. Her professional activities include participating in the Local Area 
Planning Committee for ACRL’s Rare Book and Manuscript Section 2014 preconference 
in Las Vegas and acting as Assistant Newsletter Editor for the Performing Arts 

Roundtable of the Society of American Archivists. 
 

Amber wants to run for CIMA Council to become more active in the regional archival community and improve her and 
her institution’s understanding of issues faced by archives in the intermountain west. The 2015 Utah Fall Caucus is 
currently scheduled to take place at Dixie State, and she wishes to contribute more fully to the planning of that event 
as part of the council and to increase DSU’s Special Collections and Archives’ role in the region.  

Candidate for Council 
Amber D’Ambrosio 

Laura Hoff is a certified archivist with an MLIS and concentration in Archives 
Management from Simmons College. Laura also holds an MA in History from 
Simmons College. Recently Laura worked on a large-scale project to establish the 
archives at Carlsbad Caverns National Park. At the Arizona Historical Society Laura 
provides reference in a busy reading room, supervises a number of interns and 
volunteers, serves as the records management liaison for the agency, and works on 
various projects, including processing, exhibits, and specialized tours. 
 
As a new professional and a newcomer to Arizona, I am very interested in 
becoming involved in CIMA Council. I would like to participate in region-wide 
planning and activities, get to know fellow professionals in the area, and contribute 
to local collaborations and problem-solving. I am an archivist at the Arizona 

Historical Society in Tucson, have three years of experience as an archivist, and recently received my ACA 
certification. I also have some experience working on non-profit boards and committees. I am enthusiastic about 
joining the CIMA Council team. 

Candidate for Council 
Laura Hoff 
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My name is Rhea M. Watson and I am a third semester graduate student at the 
University of North Texas (UNT). Additionally, I am a Literacy Trainer for the Las Vegas-
Clark County Library District. Currently, I am enrolled in a digital imaging course, one my 
first classes correlated with the Archival Studies & Imaging Technology major at UNT. 
  
I am interested in the area of Archival Studies because I appreciate the unrivaled value in 
researching, preserving, and restoring, cultural documents and artifacts. I enjoy the 

sacredness of printed and handwritten materials and hope to be one who educates the young and the young at heart 
about the treasures related to historic information. 
  
I desire to run for council because I hope to learn from archivist leaders. I am also confident that my background in 
literacy and languages will allow me to have a unique perspective.  It is posited that I will aid the council in keeping 
sight of varied cultures and ethnicities while helping to maintain focus on the human side of our discipline. 

Candidate for Council 
Rhea M. Watson 

Candidate 
Photo 

Not Available 

I am currently working as a Digital Archivist for the Utah State Archives. I have been here 
for 7 years and have worked on many digital projects. I work in conjunction with Gina 
Strack, and Ken Williams is my boss. I have lived in Utah sense the age of 5 and attended 
the U of U. I have a B.S. in Archaeology and in GIS/Cartography. I have done internships 
for Ashley National Forest, BLM, State History/Antiquities and Utah State Archives. I do 
not have formal education in Information and Library Science. I am close to completing 
my DAS certificate through SAA and plan on starting my M.S. in Records Management 

and Information and Library Science in fall 2014. I am also working on getting a case study published in the JWA. I 
would like to become more familiar with the local Archival community and stay current on best practices not only for 
analog but digital assets. I also think that work-flow, open source resources and format management are important as 
well.  

Candidate for Council 
Rod Swaner 

Candidate 
Photo 

Not Available 
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The LDS Church History Library continues their Men and 
Women of Faith Lecture Series with the following events: 
 

“Mary Fielding Smith: Daughter, Woman of Faith, 
Mother” by Audrey M. Godfrey 
April 10 
By examining the life of Mary Fielding Smith through her 
correspondence with her brother and sister, her children, 
and her stepchildren, we can learn much about her family 
life in England, her move to America, her experiences in 
Nauvoo, her marriage to Hyrum Smith, and her years in 
Utah—experiences that helped make her the strong and 
faithful woman depicted in Church history. 
 

“Eliza Maria Partridge Lyman: There is Sure to Come a 
Ray of Light” by Sherilyn Farnes 
May 8 
A lecture by Sherilyn Farnes; part of the Men & Women 
of Faith Lecture Series. Early Utah pioneer Eliza Maria 
Partridge Lyman wrote in 1867 that amid her life’s trials, 
“the Lord has led me better than I could have planned for 
myself and I thank Him for it.” Her life—a series of faithful 

steps toward an uncertain future—spanned 60 years of 
courageous pioneering as she followed where the Lord 
led. 
 

“The Lord Has Opened Our Way: George Q. Cannon 
and the Beginnings of the Hawaiian Mission” by Chard 
M. Orton 
June 12 
A lecture by Chard M. Orton; part of the Men & Women 
of Faith Lecture Series. From 1850 to 1854, George Q. 
Cannon was at the center of one of the great missionary 
stories of the 19th century. Facing unique challenges and 
seemingly insurmountable obstacles while serving as a 
missionary in Hawaii, he and his fellow laborers put their 
trust in the Lord and established one of the most 
successful missions of the time. 
 

The lectures are held in the Assembly Hall at 7:00 PM. 
Validated parking is available at the Conference Center. 
For information about other events sponsored by the 
library, please visit history.lds.org. 

Men & Women of Faith Lecture Series 
LDS Church History Library 

Carson City—cont. 

Of course, beautiful Lake Tahoe is only a mere 25 miles 
from Carson City.  Genoa, the first settlement in Nevada, 
Gardnerville and Minden also make great day trips.  No 
visit to Nevada is complete without a trip to Virginia City 
and Saturday will be the day.  You can tour a mine, pan 
for gold, ride a stage coach, visit museums, or just enjoy 
the view. 
 
Come to Carson City for a great conference and we will 
have plenty to keep you busy.  

Historic Carson City (Courtesy Nevada State Archives) 

history.lds.org
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Special Collections and Archives at 
the Sherratt Library, on the lovely 
campus of Southern Utah University, 
has had an exciting and busy 6 
months. With the up-coming ground 
breaking ceremonies of the new 
Southern Utah Museum of Art and 
the new Shakespeare Theatre to be 
built, SUU archives has been 
receiving significant materials from 
the Utah Shakespeare Festival. So 
many items were transferred to the 
archives that we wrote and received 
an LSTA (Library Services and 

Technology Act) grant to help 
preserve and digitize items from this 
significant collection. Some of the 
interesting items we have received 
are set constructions from the plays 
done in miniature. It’s interesting to 
see the intricacy that goes into set 
design. In addition to the thousands 
of slides that we received are 
conceptual drawings of costumes 
and of stage designs. 
 

Another fun collection that we have 
acquired are the books and records 

of Lyman Platt. This includes family, 
community, and genealogical 
records that Lyman has gathered 
and researched. This collection joins 
the William R. Palmer, Howard R. 
Driggs, and J. L. Crawford Collections 
which are the foundation of our 
Special Collections. 
 

Looking forward to seeing all of you 
in Carson City at the CIMA 
Conference in May.  

Happenings at SUU 
Paula Mitchell 

The A. Dean Larsen Book Collecting 
Conference for 2014, which will be 
held March 13-14, is reaching out to a 
new generation of collectors. The 
conference will feature sessions on 
collecting Victorian peepshows and 
panoramas. There will be a session 
looking at the work of the author 
Orson Scott Card, from the short 
story Ender’s Game through its 
retelling in novel form and the recent 
motion picture. And as always there 
will be a number of sessions on 
collecting Mormon materials. Rachel 
Wadham, author of This Is My Life: A 
Guide to Realist Fiction for Teens, 
will present a seminar on 
contemporary Mormon children’s 
fiction, while Gregory Seppi will 
present a seminar on the print 
culture of Mormonism. 
 

New this year will be a special 
speaker, Father Eric Hollas, OSB, 
who will talk about the Saint John’s 
Bible. Hollas is one of the key people 
behind the Saint John’s Bible project, 

a hand-written and hand-illustrated 
illuminated Bible. The L. Tom Perry 
Special Collections will have their 
heritage editions of the Bible on 
display at one of the sessions along 
with other devotional works 
including medieval texts. 
 

At the other extreme, Trevor Alvord, 
a new curator at Brigham Young 
University, will present a session on 
collecting Mormon comics and pop 
culture. His seminar will include 
comics about Mormons and by 
Mormons, as well as board games 
and role playing games. Alvord is the 
Curator of 21st Century Mormonism 
and Western Americana. He is 
representative of a new generation 
of curators who are taking on the 
challenge of collecting new forms of 
media. 
 

The annual A. Dean Larsen Book 
Collecting Conference is sponsored 
by the L. Tom Perry Special 
Collections in the Harold B. Lee 

Library at Brigham Young University 
in Provo, Utah. Thanks to the kind 
support of a donor, the cost of the 
conference is largely underwritten 
and registration is only $35.00. There 
is also a day of pre-conference 
workshops. This year Joan Merrell, 
past president of the International 
Association for Calligraphic Arts, will 
teach a half-day workshop on 
illumination, Judy Sommerfeldt will 
teach an introduction to calligraphy, 
and Kohleen Reader, the library’s 
Head of Conservation, along with 
Christina Thomas, Conservator of 
Rare Books, will teach a workshop on 
preserving family papers and 
photographs. The workshops are 
also $35.00. 
 

Full information, including 
descriptions of the seminars, the 
workshops, biographies of the 
presenters, and online registration 
can be found at lib.byu.edu/adl. 

2014 A. Dean Larsen Book Collecting Conference 
Roger Layton, Harold B. Lee Library 

lib.byu.edu/adl
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Boise State’s Special Collections has two new staff 
members, Gwyn Hervochon and Jennelle Estrada. Gwyn 
started this past October as a Librarian/Archivist and 
Assistant Professor. Her previous positions include 
working in the archives at the Oregon Shakespeare 
Festival in Ashland, Oregon, and at the Rock and Roll Hall 
of Fame and Museum Library and Archives in Cleveland, 
Ohio. Gwyn is a 2010 graduate of the Palmer School of 
Library and Information Science where she completed 
the concentration in Rare Books and Special Collections 
as well as a certificate in Archives and Records 
Management. She also has a background in theatre. 
Gwyn recently joined CIMA and will be attending the 
annual meeting in May, so be sure to meet her and say 
hello! 
 

Jennelle began working in Special Collections in January 
and joined the library as a visiting librarian this past fall. 
She holds a B.A. in History from Boise State University 
and a Master’s degree in Library and Information Science 
from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. Her 
previous positions include work at the American Oil 
Chemists’ Society in Illinois and the Sousa Archives and 
Center for American Music and the Independent Media 
Center at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. 
 

In addition to several instruction sessions being taught in 
Special Collections at this time in the semester, Special 
Collections also provided the Boise State University 
Professional Staff Association a tour of their facilities and 
collections. A group of local kindergarteners also visited 
Special Collections to look at historic local maps. The 

students seemed just as interested in the stools in the 
reading room that swiveled as they were in looking at the 
maps! 
 

A new digital collection located at http://
digital.boisestate.edu/cdm/ is the Arborglyph Database 
that includes sketches, photographs, and analysis on over 
one thousand tree carvings in Idaho's central mountains. 
The carvings originate from immigrant herders whose 
hometowns are as far away as Peru and the Basque 
Country. The collection was created under the direction 
of Boise State professor Dr. John Bieter.  

News from Boise State University 
Julia Stringfellow 

On February 27, 2014, Professor Leonard Rosenband 
gave a presentation to the Friends of USU Libraries. Dr. 
Rosenband (who is an economic historian and who is 
retiring this year) discussed how he used  Special 
Collections & Archives extensively for the history senior 
capstone class he taught for 30 years. Rosenbaum 
believes that history should be written, "from the ground 

up." He argued that in order to understand why people 
make the economic decisions they do, we must know the 
everyday lives of people through diaries, receipts, and 
letters. Dr. Rosenband feels that while Great Basin 
Kingdom by Leonard Arrington was groundbreaking at 
the time, it is badly outdated and a new understanding of 
19th Century Mormon economics is needed.  

USU Professor Uses Special Collections to Understand Local Economics 
Dan Davis 

Kindergartners view historic maps in Special 
Collections (Courtesy Julia Stringfellow) 
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Archives hosts 2013 BPE 
conference 
The Utah State Archives hosted over 
140 archivists, records managers, 
and librarians from across the 
country who gathered in Salt Lake 
City for the eighth annual Best 
Practices Exchange conference, 
November 13-15, 2013. 
 

Bob Bennett, former U.S. Senator 
from Utah and current head of 
Bennett Group International, opened 
the conference and expressed his 
ideas about how the archives 
community can educate and 
advocate for its needs with those 
who fund us. 
 

Milt Shefter, a member of the 
Science and Technology Council of 
the Academy of Motion Picture Arts 
and Sciences, was the keynote 
speaker. He also conducted a 
workshop at the end of BPE for 
independent filmmakers, and 
students and instructors, as well as 
other conference attendees, about 
how to preserve digital materials 
produced during the film-making 
process. 
 

Sessions included presentations 
related to digital records made by 
nearly 40 individuals. This 
conference (or un-conference, 
according to some) is traditionally an 
audience-interactive event where 
participants share successes and 
failures alike--lay things on the line 
and say it like it is. Tours to local 
repositories, including the Family 
History Library and Ancestry.com's 
facilities as well as the Utah State 
Archives (host of the conference), 
were available. 
 
 

SERI Advanced Institute 
The Council of State Archivists 
(CoSA) has selected the Utah State 
Archives to host electronic records 
training for state archivists this fall. 
 

The week-long Electronic Records 
Training Advanced Institute will be 
held October 20-24, 2014, in Salt 
Lake City. Divided geographically, 
state archivists from states and 
territories west of the Mississippi 
River have been invited for the 
training, which has been developed 
in conjunction with the State 
Electronic Records Initiative (SERI). A 
separate advanced institute for state 
archivists located east of the 
Mississippi is being offered March 31-
April 4 in Richmond Virginia. An 
Introductory Institute was held in 
Indianapolis in July 2013. 
 

One million items online 
Numbers are just one part of the 
story, but the Utah State Archives is 
excited to share that there are now 
one million images of historical 
records—including documents, 
photographs, registers, finding aids, 
and birth and death certificates on 
the division web site. 
 

With free worldwide online access, 
patrons have the ability to do 
research from anywhere while the 
State Archives efficiently fulfills its 
mission “to provide quality access to 
public information.” 
 

The milestone could not have been 
accomplished without dedicated 
staff and volunteers, and partners 
like FamilySearch, which has 
digitized an additional million pages 
not yet online. 
 
 

Annual electronic records 
conference presented 
The Archives presented its annual 
electronic records conference on 
October 4. The conference theme 
was “Bridging the Gap: Electronic 
R e c o r d s  a n d  I n f o r m a t i o n 
Management for the 21st Century.” 
 

The one-day conference included 
seven sessions: “E-discovery, 
metadata, and public records,” by 
Rich Mrazik of Parsons, Behle, & 
Latimer; “Digitization standards and 
converting analog to digital,” by Gina 
Strack of the Utah State Archives; 
“Permanent preservation of 
electronic records and migration 
plans,” by Daryl Downs of The 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints; “Laws governing electronic 
records,” by Paul Tonks, Utah 
Attorney General’s Office; 
“Technology, change, and 
retention,” by Scott Robinson of Park 
City; “Organizing files on a shared 
drive,” by Marilee Richins of the Utah 
Department of Administrative 
Services; and “Working with IT on a 
records management program,” by 
Yvonne Christensen of Davis County. 
 

Spring conference planned at Utah 
State Archives 
Social Media and Email will be the 
focus of the upcoming Utah State 
Archives’ annual spring conference 
on records management scheduled 
April 4. 
 

Scheduled presentations include 
“Social Media: Strategies for 
Successfully Managing Legal Risks” 
by Randy L. Dryer, Presidential 
Honors Professor at the S.J. Quinney 
College of Law;  “Creating and  
 

(Continued) 

News from Utah State Archives 
Glen Fairclough, Jr. 
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David G. Schwartz, Director of 
UNLV’s Center for Gaming Research, 
has released his new book, 
Grandissimo: The First Emperor of Las 
Vegas. Detailing the life of Jay Sarno, 
this book tells the story of the 
development of two of the most 
iconic casinos in the world, Caesars 
Palace and Circus Circus. By doing 
so, Sarno created the mold for 
modern Las Vegas. 
 

To celebrate the book’s release, 
UNLV Libraries hosted a panel 
discussion on March 2nd, 2014. 
Participating panelists knew Sarno, 
and talked about his contributions 
and his quirks. Panelists included: 
Oscar Goodman, Mel Larson, Dana 
Gentry, Jay C. Sarno, September 
Sarno, Freddie Sarno, and Heidi 
Sarno Straus.  The panel was 
moderated by David G. Schwartz.  
Audio of this panel discussion is 
available on the Center for Gaming 
Research website. 
 

Larry Gragg, author of Bright Light 
City:  Las Vegas in Popular Culture 
highlighted his book at an UNLV 

Libraries Author event on February 
23, 2014. With remarks by David G. 
Schwartz and historian Michael 
Green, Dr. Gragg’s talked about the 
interactions between Benjamin 
“Bugsy” Siegel and the Las Vegas 
community.  Audio of this event is 
also available on the Center for 
Gaming Research website. 
 

UNLV’s Center for Gaming 
Research sponsors a series of mid-
day discussions and special events, 
to promote gaming research at 
UNLV Special Collections, and 
elsewhere. The following is a list of 
upcoming Gaming Research 
Colloquium events. Unless otherwise 
noted, all talks take place in the 
Goldfield Room on the third floor of 
UNLV’s Lied Library. All events are 
free and open to the public, but 
registration for some events is 
preferred. 
 

March 18, 3 PM 
Michelle Robinson: “Billy Graham 
Comes to Las Vegas: Faith at Work 
on the Strip” 
 
 

March 21, 2014, 3 PM 
Robert Miller: “Paradise of Spectacle: 
Imagining and Re-presenting Casino 
Resorts as Spaces of Luxury and 
Leisure in the Twentieth Century” 
 

March 27th, 3 PM  
Lee Scrivner: “Las Vegas, an 
Atemporal History” 
 

April 4, 3 PM 
Matias Karekallas: "The Ambivalent 
Images of Las Vegas in Popular 
Music" 
 

April 27, 4 PM 
Author Event: Danielle Gomes 
 
May 15, 3 PM 
Stefan Al: "Casino Architecture Wars: 
A History of How Las Vegas 
Developers Compete with 
Architectural Design." 
 

May 30, 3 PM 
R i c h a r d  W i l l i a m s :  “ E r l e 
Stanley Gardner in Las Vegas”  

UNLV’s Center for Gaming Research 
Michael Frazier 

Implementing a Social Media Policy Agency-wide” by 
Matthew Gerrish, Social Media Writer/Editor at Weber 
State University; and “Email Management” by Lorianne 
Ouderkirk, Records Analyst Manager at the Utah State 
Archives. You can register here. 
 

Utah State Archives staff changes 
Two new records analysts have joined the Utah State 
Archives staff. 
 

Renée Wilson was hired in December and Kendra Yates 
came on board in February. Renée is assigned to work 

with local government agencies while Kendra works with 
state government agencies. Rebekkah Shaw is updating 
retention schedules. 
 

Lorianne Ouderkirk was selected as supervisor of the 
section allowing Rosemary Cundiff to concentrate solely 
on her duties as government records ombudsman. 

News from Utah State Archives—cont. 
Glen Fairclough, Jr. 

http://gaming.unlv.edu/
http://gaming.unlv.edu/
http://archives.state.ut.us/cgi-bin/traininglist.cgi
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The Church History Museum presents “Museum Alive” on Monday, March 24 from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. as part of its 
ongoing Evenings at the Museum series. This event will help families discover more about the museum by bringing the 
exhibits to life through living history docents who share stories about the past, artists whose work is on display, and 
hands-on demonstrations by craftsmen and performers. This event is free and open to the public. 
 

Well known Mormon historical characters will be in attendance offering insights on a variety of topics and objects on 
display in the museum.  Eliza R. Snow, wife of Brigham Young and second general president of the Relief Society, will 
talk about her role as one of the founding members of the Relief Society in Nauvoo, Illinois.  James Moyle will share 
experiences from his time as a Salt Lake Temple stonemason, and John Gilbert, typesetter for the first edition Book of 
Mormon, will demonstrate how he prepared type to be printed on the Grandin Press, one of the most historically 
significant objects in the Church History Museum.   Also in attendance will be a 19th century milliner, a doll maker, a 
hair artisan, a broom maker and a barrel maker.  
 

Visitors will also enjoy pioneer folk music as they walk through 
the galleries. They will learn about the Deseret alphabet from a 
pioneer teacher and see how gold coins were made on a replica 
coin press. Boy Scouts will enjoy knot tying and sending 
messages with signal flags. Younger visitors will especially 
enjoy seeing the children’s exhibit come alive with dancers 
from the interactive Latin dance station.  
 

This is a great opportunity for families with children of all ages 
to see, hear, and experience the museum as the exhibits are 
brought to life in new ways.  Guests will experience history, 
contemporary art, Scouting, music, dancing, and more 
throughout the museum as it makes a lively transformation 
from things to see to things to hear and do.  
 

The Church History Museum is located directly west of Temple 
Square at 45 North West Temple Street in Salt Lake City. The 
museum is open from 9:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. on weekdays and 
10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. on Saturdays, Sundays, and most 
holidays. Event parking will be available at 119 North West 
Temple Street. For more information, contact the museum at 
801-240-4615.  

Church History Museum Comes “Alive” for Family Home Evening Historical 
Reenactments and Many Activities for the Kids 
LDS Church History Museum 

This collection celebrates the 150th Anniversary of the Arizona State Library, Archives and Public Records. It currently 
contains just one item, but will grow over the next year to contain representative items from each of the branches of 
the Arizona State Library, Archives and Public Records - the State Library of Arizona, the Arizona Capitol Museum, the 
Braille and Talking Book Library, State Records, State Archives and the Library Development Division.  

Arizona State Library, Archives and Public Records’ 150th Anniversary Collection 
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Nevada’s Sesquicentennial, the 
150th anniversary of Nevada’s 
admission to the Union, will be 
celebrated throughout the state for 
an entire year in order to promote 
pride in the shared heritage of native 
and non-native Nevadans alike. 
 

By executive order of Governor Brian 
Sandoval, this once-in-a-lifetime 
occasion is an opportunity to 
showcase the unique contribution of 
Nevada’s culture and history. Plans 
for the yearlong celebration include 
official community based and 
signature Nevada 150 events, 
guaranteed to instill pride and inspire 
all Nevadans to participate in the 
Sesquicentennial celebration. These 
events and projects will be 
strategically designed to connect all 
communities throughout Nevada by 
tapping into the common pride in 
our shared heritage possessed by all 
who live or have lived in Nevada. 
 

N e v a d a ’ s  S e s q u i c e n t e n n i a l 
celebration commenced on Nevada 
Day 2013 and will conclude with an 
expanded Nevada Day celebration in 
O c t o b e r  2 0 1 4 .  S e l e c t e d 
Sesquicentennial events include: 
 

Nevada Arts Council Traveling 
Exhibition – One Is Silver, the Other 
Is Gold: Celebrating 25 Years of the 
Nevada Folklife Apprentice Program 
One Is Silver; the Other Is Gold will be 
installed in communities across the 
state during the Nevada 150 year, as 
part of the Nevada Arts Council’s 
Traveling Exhibition Program.  
Artists showcased in the exhibit 
represent 160 master artists and 243 
apprentices honored through the 
Folklife Apprenticeship Program, 
which supports the preservation and 

perpetuation of traditional culture.  
Artwork includes Paiute Shoshone 
buckskin glove, Washoe and Paiute 
baskets, sterling silver, gold, precious 
stone jewelry, Hawaiian frond 
baskets, a Western Saddle, Polish 
paper cutting, Ukrainian painted 
eggs and more. 
 

Nevada Arts Council Traveling 
Exhibition – Wally’s World: The 
Loneliest Art Collection in Nevada 
Wally’s World is scheduled for 
facilities in Elko, Fernley, Austin, Las 
Vegas, Reno and Beatty. The exhibit 
is curated by Jim McCormick, 
University of Nevada, Reno Emeritus 
Professor of Art and features 35 
paintings, etchings, drawings and 
mixed media of Nevada’s historic 
places, sites and buildings from the 
art collection of Wally Cuchine, the 
former director of the Eureka Opera 
House for nearly 19 years. 
 

Humanities on the Road: Nevada 
Speakers Series 
Throughout the Sesquicentennial 
year, the Nevada Humanities will 
coordinate a series of Salons 
throughout the state to promote 
conversations about issues currently 
of concern to Nevadans. Part panel 
discussion, part conversation and 
part social event, The Salon 
encourages participants to explore 
new ideas in facilitated conversation 
t o g e t h e r  w h i l e  e n j o y i n g 
refreshments. 
 

Online Nevada Encyclopedia 
The Online Nevada Encyclopedia, 
also known as the ONE, is a 
multimedia online resource 
produced by Nevada Humanities 
that blends articles, images and 
interactive media to explore the 

landscape, people and events that 
have shaped the Silver State’s 
politics, economy and culture. The 
ONE is used widely in K-12 
classrooms and has been vetted by 
scholars and historians from around 
t h e  s t a t e .  D u r i n g  t h e 
Sesquicentennial year Nevadans can 
use this program to learn about the 
history and culture of the state. 
 

Sierra Watercolor Society’s “Battle 
Born Nevada Proud 150th” Exhibit 
The “Battle Born Nevada Proud 
150th” Art is on display at the Wilbur 
D. May Museum in Rancho San 
Rafael Park from November 7th to 
December 18th, 2013. This exhibit is 
an official exhibit of Nevada’s 
Sesquicentennial Celebration and 
features beautiful original Nevada 
paintings by local artists. Join the 
Sierra Watercolor Society for a 
special reception for their “Battle 
Born Nevada Proud 150th” Art 
Exhibit on Saturday December 7th. A 
silent auction of the original 
paintings in this exhibit will be held 
to benefit Art Angles, the Sierra 
Watercolor Society’s free art 
program for children. 
 

Can You Dig It? Building Nevada 
Can You Dig It? Building Nevada is 
now on display in the Mathewson-
IGT Knowledge Center on the 
campus of the University of Nevada. 
Reno. The exhibit which will be on 
display on the 3rd Floor of the 
Mathewson-IGT Knowledge Center 
through January 31, 2014, highlights 
historical materials from Special 
Collections, telling the stories of 
larger-than-life, ambitious projects 
 

(Continued) 

Nevada’s Turning 150! 
Michael Frazier 

http://www.sierrawatercolorsociety.com/
http://www.sierrawatercolorsociety.com/


News from the Region 

18 

that built the infrastructure for 
farming, mining, transportation, and 
the development of cities and a state 
university. The exhibit highlights 
historical materials from Special 
Collections, telling the stories of 
larger-than-life, ambitious projects 
that built the infrastructure for 
farming, mining, transportation, and 
the development of cities and a state 
university.  Through photographs, 
maps, unpublished papers, rare 
publications, and artifacts, the 
exhibit focuses on; the grand 6-mile 
Sutro Tunnel that drained and 
ventilated mines  in the 1870s, the 
massive lumbering operations that 
entombed magnificent Sierra timber 
in Comstock mines, the Virginia & 
Truckee and Carson & Colorado 
Railroads, the Newlands Project that 
opened up tens of thousands of 
desert acres to irrigation, the Hoover 
Dam with original oil paintings of 
construction scenes by Maynard 
Dixon, Reno’s development from the 
origins and growth of the University 
of Nevada, the development of 

Virginia Street, to its public 
transportation system and the city’s 
celebration of the Transcontinental 
Highway Exposition of 1927. Can You 
Dig It? Building Nevada is the first in a 
series of three Special Collections 
exhibits celebrating Nevada’s 150 
years of statehood with the 
fascinating stories of Nevada’s 
physical transformation from a 
territory to the state we enjoy 
today. The three exhibits are 
scheduled during the year leading up 
to Nevada’s official 150th 
anniversary on October 31, 2014.  For 
further information  about the 
program or the exhibit please 
contact the Special Collections 
D e p a r t m e n t ,  ( 7 7 5 )  6 8 2 -
5665 or specoll@unr.edu. 
 

150 Years of Nevada Stories told 
through Collections 
With a century and a half of 
statehood comes a collection of 
treasures that could only be found at 
the Nevada Historical Society’s new 
exhibit, “150 Years of Nevada Stories 

told through Collections”.  The 
Society will display wonderful but 
well kept secrets not normally on 
display in the permanent gallery, but 
specially featured for the state’s 
sesquicentennial.  With original maps 
and letters from Western explorers, 
an early governor’s sword, political 
campaign banners and more hidden 
until now, the new exhibit honors 
Nevada’s evolution from territory to 
state and the character it developed 
along the way. It also celebrates the 
Suffragette movement turning 100 
years old in 2014, with a vote box 
from Gold Hill. The box was used in 
the election to give women the vote, 
and is accompanied by memorabilia 
from a group that campaigned 
against that right.  ”The staff is so 
excited to showcase collection 
materials for this one-of-a-kind 
exhibit in honor of the state’s 
history,” said Sheryln Hayes-Zorn, 
acting director of the society.  The 
work of miners known as the Grosh 
Brothers, women’s rights activist 
Anne Martin, and explorer John C. 
Fremont, are shown. From the arts, 
the display includes materials from 
Emma Nevada, who moved with her 
family at a young age to Austin, NV, 
where her father became the local 
doctor and she became a famous 
international opera star.  The exhibit 
runs January 17 through May 31 at 
the Nevada Historical Society at 1650 
N. Virginia St., on the campus of 
UNR. Free parking passes are 
available. The Nevada Historical 
Society is open Tuesday through 
Saturday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and 
the Research Library is open 
Wednesday through Saturday from 
noon to 4 p.m. For more information, 
contact Sheryln Hayes-Zorn (775-
688-1190 ext. 222).  

http://knowledgecenter.unr.edu/materials/specoll/
http://knowledgecenter.unr.edu/materials/specoll/
mailto:specoll@unr.edu
mailto:shayeszorn@nevadaculture.org
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The exhibit, "Nobody Goes Home 
Sad," currently featured at the Nora 
Eccles Harrison Museum of Art at 
Utah State University, is a 
collaborative project between USU's 
Special Collections and the Nora 
Eccles Harrison Museum of Art. 
 

The exhibit features documentary 
photographs and audio tapes from 
the John Suiter and Walter Lehrman 
Collections housed in Special 
Collections, broadsides and books 
from the Marie Eccles Caine Beat 
Poetry and Little Magazine 
Collection and select works from the 

art museum's collection. Suiter, 
author of "Poets on the Peaks," a 
book about Beat poets and their 
experiences as fire lookouts in the 
Northwest during the 1950s, 
discovered the historic photographs 
and audio tapes during his research. 
The materials were in Walter 
Lehrman's Ohio attic and have not 
been seen or heard in decades. 
 

Lehrman, a retired English professor, 
attended school in Berkeley in the 
1950s and personally attended the 
events and knew the poets.  Suiter 
reconstructed the photos from the 

damaged negatives. Special 
Collections acquired the Lehrman 
photographs and the audio 
recordings from John Suiter to add to 
its Beat poetry and environmental 
collections. 
 

The exhibition grew out of an idea of 
exhibiting Suiter's contemporary 
photographs of Ginsberg, Whalen, 
McClure, Snyder and Lamantia 
against Lehrman's historic 
photographs.  The result is a unique 
and rare exhibition that 
contextualizes an important era of 
the American cultural history.  

New Exhibit Features Beat Poets 
Dan Davis, Utah State University 

Utah State History’s annual awards recognize individuals 
and groups who have made a significant contribution to 
history, prehistory or historic preservation in the state of 
Utah. Whether these efforts on behalf of the past are 
quiet or prominent, they benefit the state’s citizens in 
tangible and intangible ways. Utah State History 
therefore invites nominations of persons or organizations 
who have given extraordinary service or completed 
outstanding projects. 
 

All projects must be completed within the past two years 
prior to nomination. Organizational nominations should 
include description of organization, mission, and 

programs. Documentation should accompany the form 
and should include a minimum of two letters of support, 
photos of project, exhibits, or visual arts, or copies of 
articles, books, videos, or scripts. 
 

Nominations are due by May 30, 2014. All award 
applications and documentation will be reviewed by 
State History staff. Management team will send 
summary and recommendations to the Board of State 
History for final selection of award winners. Awards will 
be presented at the 62nd Annual Utah State History 
Conference, to be held September 25-27, 2014.  

2014 Utah State History Awards 

On Friday, April 4, the Weber State 
University Stewart Library Special 
Collections will present 25th: The 
Street that Never Slept, a new 
exhibit about Ogden’s notorious 
street. Opening at the Union 
Station’s Gallery 51, the exhibit 
features photographs from the 
library’s collection of historical 
images as well as new photographs 

by WSU photography students. 
Rounding out the exhibit are 
excerpts from oral history interviews 
with men and woman who have lived 
and worked on 25th Street. 
 

Sarah Langsdon, associate curator of 
Special Collections, says that the 
exhibit is the culmination of the year-
long Business at the Crossroads 

project, designed to document the 
history of 25th Street after World 
War II. 
 

“So little of that time has been 
documented and we really wanted to 
capture the spirit and vibrancy of 
25th Street, both then and now,” 
Langsdon says. 

 

25th Street — cont. p. 23 

Stewart Library Spotlights 25th Street 
Weber State University 
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The three of us have been extremely 
busy the past year, and there is no 
end in sight! But that’s a good 
thing—right?  Here is a look at a few 
of the projects that have been first 
and foremost on our “to do” lists 
recently. 

Utah Valley University to celebrate 
75th Anniversary in 2016! 
Many of the projects and collections 
that we have been working on for the 
past several years have been geared 
towards preparing for the 75th 
Anniversary of Utah Valley 
University. The school officially 
began in 1941 as the Central Utah 
Vocational School, located at a 
former fairgrounds and Civilian 
Conservation Corps camp. Through 
the years the school has grown, 
changing its name eight times as it 
also changed its focus from 
vocational and trade school to 
technical training, from community 
and state college to university. We in 
the Archives have been involved in 
providing research materials and 
images for a new book about the 
school, as well as for a large timeline 
installation in the Liberal Arts 
Building. We will also be 

collaborating with the Woodbury Art 
Museum on an exhibit. 
 

To try to capture the experiences of 
some of the people who have helped 
shape this school, we are creating a 
new oral history collection, called the 
History of UVU Oral History 

Collection. We are interviewing 
m a n y  f o r m e r  s t u d e n t s , 
administrators, employees, and 
campus supporters. One of our 
favorite interviews so far is with Mrs. 
Lucille Rawcliffe, 92, who worked as 
a secretary for the first president of 
then Central Utah Vocational School, 
Mr. Hyrum Johnson, in 1941! We 
hope to start putting this collection 
online soon. 
 

Also with an eye toward this 
upcoming anniversary, we have 
digitized the campus student 
newspaper. Our collection starts 
with one issue from 1969, and then 
moves forward through 2012. We will 
be adding content from 2013 and 
2014 soon. 
 

Further, we are readying more than 
200 additional UVU history photos to 
add online. We already have around 
450 photos in the Wilson W. 

Sorensen Photograph Collection at 
present, and will be adding more to a 
new separate collection soon. 
 

And finally, we’ll be highlighting 
several manuscript collections 
related to UVU history, such as the 
recent donation of materials from 

Mr. Bruce Jensen, who was the main 
campus planning architect from  
1972-1975 when the Orem campus of 
then Utah Technical College at Provo 
was being planned and built. Mr. 
Jensen has donated his original 
master planning documents, 
planning meeting notes, blueprints, 
photographs, and correspondence 
from his time on the job. As always, 
much of this collection will be made 
available online in the near future. 
 

Pioneers In Your Attic: Preserving 
the Legacy of the Overland 
Migration 
During the Fall of 2013 we 
participated in the “Pioneers In Your 
Attic” digitization project, which was 
a wonderful idea from Scott 
Eldredge of BYU where Mountain 
West Digital Library digitization  
 

(Continued) 

News from the George Sutherland Archives & Digitization Department 
Catherine McIntyre, Utah Valley University 

Central Utah Vocational School Fairgrounds Campus. (Courtesy Utah Valley University.) 

http://contentdm.uvu.edu/cdm/landingpage/collection/trades
http://contentdm.uvu.edu/cdm/landingpage/collection/trades
http://contentdm.uvu.edu/cdm/landingpage/collection/Sorensen
http://contentdm.uvu.edu/cdm/landingpage/collection/Sorensen
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hubs, such as UVU, would go out into 
the communities in our regions and 
hold scanning events, usually at 
public libraries. We invited the public 
to bring in historical primary source 
materials, such as photographs, 
diaries, letters, and similar items that 
they might have at home, that fit 
into the 19th century Westward 
Migration time period. UVU held 
eight scanning events in public 
libraries in Provo, Orem, Springville, 
Spanish Fork, Pleasant Grove, Heber 
City, Delta, and Fillmore. It was a 
fascinating experience, and we will 
soon be ready to start adding some 
of the digitized materials to the PIYA 
website. 
 

Deaf Studies Collections 
We continue to add materials related 
to Deaf Studies, as we have a very 
strong Deaf Studies program on 
campus, and each year our campus 
hosts the Deaf Studies Today! 
National Conference. In recent years 
we have added the USA Deaf 
Basketball collections, the Reid O. 
Simonsen Collection of Deaf History 
Materials, and the Utah Valley 
University Deaf Athletics Collection. 
Further, we plan to participate in a 
digital project spearheaded by UVU 
Deaf Studies professor Dr. Bryan 
Eldredge, called the Deaf World 
Library & Museum, which will be a 
joint effort of UVU, Gallaudet 
University, Georgetown University, 
and four other institutions. I was 
fortunate to be invited by Dr. 
Eldredge to attend planning 
meetings held recently at Gallaudet 
University in Washington, D.C. To 
learn more about the proposed Deaf 
World Library & Museum, please 
read our press release.  
 

Digital Collections 
Our digital collections continue to 
expand in size and number. We are 
now hosting four new digital 

collections of art from a new partner, 
the Woodbury Art Museum, which 
currently include art of the American 
West, Mongolian art, photography, 
and graffiti art. Browse through 
them here. 
 

Oral History Projects 
We continue to conduct interviews to 
add to our existing projects, 
including the Utah Peace Activists 
Project, the Vietnam Era Project, the 
Utah Women’s Walk Project, and the 
World War II Veterans Project. 
Projects still in the works are the 
aforementioned History of UVU 
Collection, and the Veterans of Iraq 
and Afghanistan Project. You can 
explore the collections already 
online. 
 

Participating in “Jump In! Too” 
This is the second year of an initiative 
from the SAA called “Jump In!” This 
is an effort to encourage and assist 
archivists from institutions without 
electronic records programs already 
in place to stop waiting and “jump in” 
to managing born-digital content. 
UVU Assistant Archivist Aimee 
Bastarache and I hope that the 
guidelines and free resources offered 
through this initiative will help us 

begin tackling the born-digital 
materials that we have. We are 
focusing on the UVU Fire Science 
Collection, which came to us with 
lots of compact discs, DVDs, 
videocassettes, and even floppy 
discs! 
 

Exploring Membership in the 
Northwest Digital Archive 
We are at the point where we are 
exploring options other than 
CONTENTdm for hosting our EAD 
finding aids, and are looking at 
applying to become a member of the 
Northwest Digital Archive. 
 

Archive-It Web Archiving 
This past year we began using 
Archive-It, an archiving service used 
to harvest and preserve digital 
collections and websites and create 
access to them. We use it to archive 
our campus websites and provide a 
searchable access point from which 
to find them. After running many 
trial harvests and learning more 
about how it works, we are quite 
pleased with it, although we are still 
cautiously learning the ins and outs 
and only just recently put a publicly 
accessible link to it from our Archives 
page!  

University history time-line created by Archives staff. (Courtesy Utah Valley 
University.) 

http://mwdl.org/portals/pioneers.php
http://mwdl.org/portals/pioneers.php
http://blogs.uvu.edu/newsroom/2013/10/08/uvu-professor-leads-effort-to-build-online-deaf-world-library-and-museum/
http://contentdm.uvu.edu/cdm/search/collection/cloward!woodbury!jackson!perm/searchterm/Woodbury/field/all/mode/all/conn/and/order/nosort/page/1
http://contentdm.uvu.edu/cdm/search/collection/cloward!woodbury!jackson!perm/searchterm/Woodbury/field/all/mode/all/conn/and/order/nosort/page/1
http://www.uvu.edu/library/archives/oralhistories.html
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Cyndi Shein was recently hired by UNLV Special 
Collections.   She started her new position of Head, 
Special Collections Technical Services on February 24, 
2014.  She is responsible for leading a new department in 
UNLV Special Collections dedicated to  the accessioning, 
preservation, processing, and management of Special 
Collections materials.  Cyndi received her MLIS from San 
Jose State University in 2008.  Since 2008, she has served 
as the Assistant Archivist for the Institutional Archives of 
the J. Paul Getty Trust.  In previous positions, Cyndi has 
worked as an Archives Collection Assistant at the 
University of California, Irvine; as a Cataloger at the 
University of California, Santa Barbara; and as a 
Technical Services Intern at the National Baseball Hall of 
Fame Museum, Library, and Archives. 
 

Karla Irwin has been hired by UNLV Special Collections as 
a Librarian, in the newly created Special Collections 

Technical Services Department, with responsibility for 
archival collection management and archival metadata.  
Her first priorities will include implementing 
ArchivesSpace (an archival collection management 
application), ensuring all archival description complies 
with Describing Archives: A Content Standard, and 
initiating an archival collections survey.  Karla will begin 
her position starting May 1st, but she will be engaged via 
email several weeks prior.  Karla received her MLIS with 
an Archival Studies Concentration from Drexel University 
in 2012.  Her previous library and archival experience 
includes service as a Digital Archives Digitization 
Technician at the Hagley Museum and Library, a Digital 
Archival Intern at the Chemical Heritage Foundation, a 
Digital Library Intern at Villanova University, and an 
Archives Intern at the University of Pennsylvania 
Museum of Archaeology and Anthropology.    
 

New Hires at UNLV Special Collections 
Michael Frazier 

The UNLV University Libraries 
recently unveiled a new web portal 
that connects stories and historical 
evidence of the African American 
experience in Las Vegas. 
“Documenting the African American 
Experience in Las Vegas,” a project 
funded by a grant from the U.S. 
Institute of Museum and Library 
Services, is a result of the 
collaborative efforts of many 
individuals and institutions. Local 
l i b r a r i e s ,  m u s e u m s ,  a n d 
organizations have worked together 
to collect and contribute historical 
resources to create the first, and 
most comprehensive, repository of 
this history. 
 

The online research portal offers oral 
histories, audio excerpts, historical 
photographs, and documents. The 
site provides a searchable, 
centralized and indexed collection of 
multimedia materials, allowing 

researchers to browse topics or enter 
specific search terms. Metadata has 
been assigned to help facilitate 
discovery through common access 
points like name, date, business, 
geographic location, and subject. 
Biographical information is also 
provided for oral history narrators 
that brings together all their 
contributions to the collections. Each 
oral history interview has been 
transcribed and the full-text 
transcript is searchable. 
Highlights of the project include 
roundtable discussions recently 
filmed at Vegas PBS as part of its 
four-part Las Vegas African 
American Community Conversations 
Series. An interactive timeline of 
historical events in African American 
history links materials sourced from 
a variety of partner collections. 
 

At a recent event to celebrate the 
creation of this portal, the Libraries 

welcomed many of the narrators of 
the oral histories and representatives 
from the partner organizations. “The 
Libraries are responsible for 
collecting the history of Las Vegas. 
We collect the history so others can 
discover and make their own 
meaning from these materials,” said 
Dean Patricia Iannuzzi. 
 

For Claytee White, director of 
the Oral History Research Center, 
the project is ongoing. “We want 
your history and participation in this 
project. Your oral history and 
photographs add perspective to the 
cultural heritage and experience of 
blacks in Southern Nevada,” White 
said. 
 

The Libraries encourage all UNLV 
researchers to discover and explore 
the rich history within “Documenting 
the African American Experience in 
Las Vegas.” 

Oral History Research Center at UNLV 
Michael Frazier 



 

We hope that you’ve enjoyed this special CIMA elections edition of 
the newsletter.  Thank you to everyone who contributed news and 
calendar items. 
 

Are you working on a new project? Planning a new exhibit? Any new 
collections you want to brag about? We would love to share your 
news item with the organization, so send us an email 
(kristi_young@byu.edu) and share your story today. 
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Kristi Young, Editor 
Melissa Johnson, Graphic Designer 

Langsdon and her staff received a grant last year from 
the Richard K. and Shirley S. Hemingway Foundation to 
collaborate with faculty and students from multiple 
departments. History students completed internships in 
Special Collections, researching buildings and events, 
and conducting oral history interviews. Lorrie Rands was 
one of those students. 
 

“It has been such an incredible opportunity to meet these 
people and listen to their stories,” Rands says. “Some of 
their stories are funny, some are sad, and some even 
touch on the more dangerous aspects of 25th Street, but 
I think people will love reading all of them.” 
 

Photography students also worked on the project, 
documenting the evolution of 25th Street. Joshua 
Winegar, assistant professor of photography, worked as 
their mentor as they took portraits of current business 
owners and recreated historical images. He says the 
project was a chance for his students to be a part of 

Ogden’s history. 
Other faculty who have worked on the project include Dr. 
Kathy Payne, associate professor of library science; Dr. 
Kathryn MacKay, professor of history; and Dr. Pepper 
Glass, assistant professor of sociology. 
 

As part of Ogden’s First Friday Art Stroll, the exhibit will 
open with a reception on April 4 at 6:00 p.m. at the Union 
Station. It will be on display there through the month of 
April. High School students from Venture Academy will 
also present King of O-Town: Joe McQueen, a 
multimedia timeline of McQueen’s life and music career. 
Val Holley, author of 25th Street Confidential will speak 
at 7:00 p.m. and sign books afterward. 
 

This event is also sponsored by a grant from the Utah 
Division of State History and the Utah Humanities 
Council, and by the Friends of the Stewart Library. For 
more information about the exhibit please visit  our 
project website. 

25th Street—continued from p. 19 
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