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CIMA NEWSLETTER 

It is now time to vote regarding CIMA Council’s proposed dues increase. During the 
comment period, we received the suggestion to raise the institutional membership 
fee from $25.00 to $50.00, and you will find this reflected in the updated proposal 
(see page 4). We believe it is in the best, long-term interest of the organization to 
approve and enact this increase by January 2015. Please take time to carefully read 
and consider the rationale behind our proposal . 
 

Ed Riding, CIMA secretary, recently emailed the membership with voting 
instructions. If you did not receive this email please let Ed know as soon as possible. 
Votes must be received by December 13, 2014. It is required that a majority of the 
membership participate in this process to formally approve an increase in 
membership fees. If you would like more detailed information regarding CIMA’s 
current financial status, please e-mail CIMA treasurer, Jim Kichas.  

Vote on Dues Increase Proposal 
Deadline: December 13, 2014 

The University of Nevada, Reno’s Special Collections 
Department has received an extensive collection of records 
from a Western Shoshone Tribal organization, and a grant 
from the National Historical Records & Publications 
Commission of more than $77,000 to organize, preserve and 
make the records available to the public. The department was 
one of only 15 organizations nationwide to receive an NHRPC 
grant for a project that has national significance. 
 

The 120 linear-foot collection includes records from the 
Western Shoshone Defense Project, as well as Western 
Shoshone ranchers and activists Carrie Dann and her sister 
Mary Dann, now deceased. The Dann sisters were involved in a 
legal battle with the U.S. government for nearly 50 years to 
maintain ownership and control over ancestral lands in 
northeastern Nevada.  Their case was eventually argued before 
the U.S. Supreme Court. 
 

The Dann sisters’ struggle with the federal government over 
questions of grazing rights, water rights and rights of the 
Western Shoshones began before the non-profit organization, 
the Western Shoshone Defense Project, was formed. The 
collection includes documents from the mid-1960s to 2010. 
 

“With the addition of this collection, we will expand the 

information and sources related to the Paiute, Shoshone and  
 

Washoe, the three Great Basin tribes in our area,” said 
Jacquelyn Sundstrand, Manuscripts and Archives Librarian. 
“We have collections from anthropologists and ethnographers 
who worked with Paiute and Washoe tribal members and 
materials from the Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe, but this is a 
significant contribution entrusted to us from the Western 
Shoshone.” 
 

For further information, please contact Jacquelyn Sundstrand 
via email or phone (775/682-5667). 

Exciting New Collection from Western Shoshone Tribe 
University of Nevada, Reno 

Carrie and Mary 
Dann, (l to r) 
Western Shoshone 
ranchers and 
activists. (Courtesy 
University of 
Nevada, Reno 
Mathewson-IGT 
Knowledge Center 
Special Collections 
Department.) 
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Last year I decided to teach a course we call “Connections” at USU. I’m 
sure many institutions have a freshman course similar to this. It’s basically 
an introduction to becoming a college student. A kindergarten for 18 and 
19-year-olds, but one that only lasts 3 full days before the real semester 
starts. I’ve taught a small archives class for over 10 years, given lots of 
tours, and lectured numerous times to the public and to individual classes, 
but Connections truly terrified me. The thought that I would be talking 
about concepts I barely grasped myself in front of a bunch of 18-year-olds 
had me waking up in the middle of the night. Before the first day of class I 
wasn’t sure if I could keep my breakfast down. 
 

The class went fine, however, and I enjoyed it immensely. These were 
good kids with interesting stories who were very excited (and a bit anxious) 
to begin college. Their lives, at that moment, were coated in fairy dust. 

While the public often assumes that our collections are coated in dust, it’s probably an exaggeration 
to say that the archival profession is also coated in fairy dust. In some ways, though, our work in 
archives is pretty good. Most people today have at least a vague idea of what an archive is. Budgets 
are better than they were in the dark days of 2008 and 2009. New, younger, smarter, and (if we’re 
being honest) better-looking archivists are joining our ranks every year. So why change? CIMA is in a 
good spot right now, so why change what’s clearly working?   
 

The answer I think is twofold. 2014 marks the 20th year that I’ve worked in the archival profession. 
Obviously we’ve seen tremendous change over that time. The profession little resembles the one that 
I joined as an eager student-worker in 1994. At that time automation, EAD, the internet, and 
digitization were just beginning. I met archivists who were still writing out register lists by hand! And 
yet, as much as things have changed, I think we’re just tapping the surface of what is to come. In 2034 
the profession will change as much or more than it has over the last 20 years. As I’ve learned from 
sometimes painful experience, these changes are going to happen whether we want them to or not. 
We can paddle upriver for a time, but at some point the current just gets too strong. 
 

The second issue is that we will see a huge number of retirees in the next 5-6 years. In my office alone, 
over half our staff will retire during this time. As new archivists are hired to replace these retirees 
CIMA will need to work harder to create professional and social networks for new archivists. I am 
comfortable approaching a wide range of skilled archivists from Utah, but will that be true of a new 
hire living in the far corners of the CIMA “empire”? New archivists are also more likely to be 
paraprofessional who might not have access to travel money. We need to find ways to get travel 
money to paraprofessionals and to not make their membership in CIMA an undue burden. Pretty 
soon we’ll also need to find new leaders for CIMA among these newbies. 
 

The Connections class I taught was outside my comfort zone and I think the changes that will come to 
CIMA and to our profession are going to be just as uncomfortable for most of us. CIMA is going to 
have to change (at least a little bit) as well. In the end, these changes will make the organization 
stronger and more appealing to both retirees and new archivists. Please read the CIMA dues report 
carefully. We would love to hear from you! I think just beginning a conversation, if nothing else, is a 
step in the right direction. 

President’s Corner: Daniel M. Davis 
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Newsletter Changing Hands 
Melissa Johnson 

After almost three years as newsletter editor, Kristi Young has decided to step down. It has been my pleasure to work with Kristi 
over this last year. I have greatly appreciated all her hard work and her patience with me as I’ve been “learning the ropes.”  Please 
join me in thanking Kristi for all her many contributions to this newsletter. 
 

I would also like to thank Pat Frade for volunteering to help with the newsletter. Pat and I will work together on the next few 
issues until elections are held in the spring. At that time, CIMA membership will be able to vote on a new newsletter editor. Pat 
and I hope you enjoy this issue and that you’ll continue to send in articles about all your new projects and collections. We love 
hearing from you! 

CIMA Business 
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Western Roundup 2015 
Denver, Colorado 

Mark your calendars! The 2015 Western Roundup, a joint conference of the Conference of Intermountain Archivists 
(CIMA), Northwest Archivists (NWA), Society of California Archivists (SCA), and Society of Rocky Mountain Archivists 
(SRMA), will be held May 27-30, 2015, in Denver, Colorado. 
 
The theme this year is “Arhives in the West.” The conference hotel will be the Embassy Suites Downtown Convention 
Center. More detailed information will be coming, so make sure to visit SRMA’s Western Roundup page.  

CIMA Council Meeting Minutes Available 

The minutes from the July 29, 2014 meeting of CIMA Council are available here. 
 
The minutes from the CIMA Business Meeting, held in conjunction with the annual conference in Carson City on May 24, are also 
available here. 

http://www.srmarchivists.org/meeting/2015-western-roundup/
https://cimarchivists.files.wordpress.com/2014/09/cima-council-meeting-20140729.pdf
https://cimarchivists.files.wordpress.com/2014/09/cima-business-meeting-2014.pdf
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On July 29th, 2014 CIMA Council voted unanimously to increase annual membership fees. The Council recommended the creation 
of a two tiered system – outlined and footnoted below. Council also recommended a new membership classification for Retiree/
Emeritus members at $15.00. In addition, Council approved doubling lifetime memberships from $150 to $300. Institutional 
memberships will increase from $25.00 to $50.00. 
 

 
 
Rationale for Dues Increase 
 

 Comparative Market Analysis: CIMA Council surveyed annual membership fees assessed by other regional archival 
associations throughout the United States and found that, with the exception of the Society of Rocky Mountain Archives 
($15), regional organizations charge individual members between $25 and $45 annually.  After considering the 
comparative market analysis, the Council viewed an increase in individual memberships quite reasonable. 

 

 Offset Lifetime Memberships: During the market analysis, Council discovered that CIMA was the only regional archival 
association to offer its members a lifetime membership option.  While we are proud to offer this option to the 
membership and were encouraged by the overwhelming popularity of the option – lifetime memberships constitute 
more than 30% of the overall membership – the financial reality is that it hinders the ‘cash flow’ of membership fees in 
future years.  We have become victims, in effect, of our own success!  CIMA Council decided to double lifetime 
memberships, and will continue to encourage and challenge existing lifetime members to contribute financially to CIMA 
by donating directly to the travel scholarship fund. 

—Continued next page 

Dues Increase Proposal: Report to CIMA Membership 
October 6, 2014 

Classification Annual Dues 

Professional Archivists $30.00 

Paraprofessionals1 $15.00 

Student2 $15.00 

Retiree/Emeritus3 $15.00 

Institutional Membership4 $50.00 

Lifetime Membership $300.00 

First-Time Members Free (For One Year) 

 

1Paraprofessionals work side-by-side with professional archivists in a support role.  Their position classification and required level of education are not con-
sidered professional by their employer.  If you have questions or need help determining whether your position should be considered a “paraprofessional” – 
please contact the CIMA Vice-President/President-elect. 
 
2Student members must be enrolled in a four year or masters-level degree program closely associated with the archival professional, such as library science, 
history, or museum studies and should be working towards a position in the archival profession. A member can only use the student designation for a two 
year period. 
 
3A new Retiree/Emeritus membership classification will be created for emeritus members to encourage their continuing support and participation in the 
organization. 
 
4Institutional members support the mission of CIMA, but people affiliated with that institution do not have full membership in CIMA. These members have 
a link to their institution from the CIMA website. 
 



CIMA Business 

5 

 Affordability: Continuing with the theme of accessibility and active participation by all CIMA members, the Council has 
decided to create a second membership tier for paraprofessionals, graduate students, and retirees/emeritus members.  
The Council proposed these new membership classifications, with a reduced annual fee, to encourage new members and 
the continued affiliation with existing CIMA members – while still providing financial support to the organization. As well, 
first-time CIMA members would have a free year. This would cost CIMA nearly nothing, but the potential gain would be 
an influx of new, enthusiastic, forward-thinking members.  

 

 Financial Stability: CIMA budgets (i.e. income and expenditures) have fluctuated greatly from year-to-year based on the 
location of the annual meeting.  The Council is committed to hosting three out of every five meetings outside of Utah in 
order to promote active participation among the non-Utahan members; however, these “outside Utah” meetings 
historically do not generate enough profit to fund other yearly ongoing CIMA activities, such as administrative costs 
including mailing fees, PO Box renewal, and web site maintenance (i.e. $1120), student travel scholarships (i.e. $500-
$750), and copy-editing for the Journal of Western Archives (i.e. $500). In addition, the CIMA Council is filing non-profit 
501c3 paperwork, at a one-time cost of more than $3000.   The proposed membership fee increase will generate enough 
added revenue to stabilize the cash reserves, while maintaining our established membership benefits.   

 

 Membership Benefits:  CIMA provides a number of benefits to its membership including: 

 The Annual Conference (Including a Western Roundup every 5 years) 

 Quarterly CIMA Newsletter 

 Fall Conferences in Utah and Nevada 

 Student Scholarships to Attend the Annual Conference 

 CIMA Website with Job Posting  
 

 CIMA Membership Enhancements: CIMA Council has several ideas along these lines, but for now, the most important 
priority would be more travel assistance from our scholarship fund. Recognizing that travel opportunities vary widely by 
institution, the scholarship money would be used to fund travel to our annual conferences for students as well as 
professional archivists. Other possible enhancements include:  

 An archival advocacy and outreach grant. A CIMA grant to bring archival programs and awareness to 
communities that are not well represented in archives.  

 Create an official, “List of Experts,” or an “archive” of archivists available through the CIMA website who would 
be willing to share their insights and expertise with other CIMA members.  

 With more money for general administrative costs (publicity, website, mailing, incorporation, etc.) CIMA can 
spend more to grow the organization through advertising and outreach.  

Dues Increase Proposal: Report to CIMA Membership 
October 6, 2014 



Calendar of Events 

ARIZONA 
Arizona Archives Summitt 
January 22-23 
Tempe History Museum, Tempe 
 

Program details are currently being 
finalized. If you have any topics you wish 
discussed during the summit, contact 
Melanie Sturgeon, or call the Arizona 
State Archives at 602-926-3720. We are 
holding the summit a week earlier than 
usual due to the Super Bowl and hotel 
availability. Register online and find more 
information on our event page. 
 

2015 AZ Archaeology Expo 
March 7 
Yuma Quartermaster Depot State Historic 
Park, Yuma 
 

The Expo provides a special opportunity 
for visitors to learn more about why it is 
important to preserve archaeological sites 
and historic places; what archaeologists, 
historians, and tribal members do in their 
jobs; and the prehistory and history of 
Arizona. Hands-on activities, special 
displays and booths, demonstrations, and 
interactive activities will make the past 
come alive! In addition, information on 
archaeological sites, museums, and 
historical period parks in and around the 
local area will be highlighted. 
 

IDAHO 
Romancing the Pen 
February 14 
Old Idaho Penitentiary, Boise 
 

Looking for something other than roses or 
chocolates this Valentine's Day? The Old 
Idaho Penitentiary is offering a unique 
alternative to this hum-drum day devoted 
to love. Stroll through the site and snuggle 
up with your Valentine or find the true 
meaning of “ball and chain.” Visitors can 
read through our special exhibits 
“Romancing the Pen: ‘Love’ Stories from 
the Penitentiary” and "In the Name of 
Love."  
 

The Legacy of Miss Ruth McBirney 
Remainder Fall 2014 Semester 
Albertsons Library, BSU, Boise 
A new exhibit celebrating the 50th 

Anniversary of Albertsons Library is now 
up! This second exhibit of the year 
showcases Ruth McBirney, Head Librarian 
from 1954 to 1977. But, who was this 
woman? Why is there an entire exhibit on 
her? Ruth was a key figure that helped 
transform Boise Junior College into Boise 
State University. With her strong 
commitment to education and to Boise 
State, Ruth worked effortlessly for 23 
years to ensure the library kept up with 
academic needs. 

 

NEVADA 
Finding Fremont: Pathfinder of the  
West Exhibit 
Spring 2015 
Nevada State Museum, Carson City 
 

Who was John C. Frémont? To some he 
was a villain, yet others see him as a hero 
and pioneer of Manifest Destiny who 
opened the West to settlement. Discover 
the legendary figure and discern his 
character for yourself by exploring the 
Nevada State Museum’s sesquicentennial 
exhibit, Finding Frémont: Pathfinder of 
the West.  For more information, contact 
dstevenson@nevadaculture.org  or 
ghattori@nevadaculture.org  
 

Nevada 150—Happy Birthday Nevada 
Through March 2015 
Nevada State Archives, Carson City 
 

Stop by our Research Room to 
view the third of our three exhibits 
honoring the Sesquicentennial of Nevada 
Statehood, this one covering the time 
period 1864 to present day. Included in our 
d i s p l a y  a r e  d o c u m e n t s  a n d 
photographs detailing the important 
people, places, and events of the State of 
Nevada. The exhibit may be viewed during 
our regular open hours of 10:00am to 
2:00pm Monday through Friday, except 
State Holidays, through March 2015. 
 

NEW MEXICO 
Panel Discusses Mental Health Audit 
During NMSU Sunshine Week 
Celebration 
March 20, 5:00 PM 
Zuhl Library, NMSU, Las Cruces 
 

As part of the celebration of Sunshine 
Week, the NMSU Library is co-sponsoring 
“Sunshine and Shadows: Public Records 
and the New Mexico Mental Health 
Provider Audit,” a panel discussion on 
open government and the state of mental 
health care in New Mexico. 
 

UTAH 
The Great War: A Centennial 
Remembrance 
September 2014—July 2015 
Harold B. Lee Library, BYU, Provo 
 

It was called The Great War. The 
devastation and human suffering was 
unparalleled. Armies made up of common 
men did uncommon things in a time of 
terrible violence. These men left behind 
parents, siblings, sweethearts, and 
children who carefully followed their loved 
ones through newspapers, letters, post 
cards and telegrams. A new exhibit at 
BYU’s Harold B. Lee Library 
commemorates the 100th anniversary of 
the outbreak of World War I. [For more 
information, see p. 10.] 
 

Annual Statehood Celebration 
January 3, 7:00 PM—11:00 PM 
Territorial Statehood State Park Museum, 
Fillmore 
 

January 4th, 1896. Utah became the 45th 
state and celebrations erupted all over. 
The Territorial Statehouse Museum would 
like to relive their enthusiasm by hosting 
an annual Statehood Celebration and 
dance. This formal dance is held on the 
night before Statehood Day, and begins at 
7:00 pm with a family dance. Young 
dancers and families then watch as the 
youth perform a Grand March at 8:30 pm. 
After the Grand March, the youth fill up 
their dance cards and are set for the 
evening. No dance experience is needed as 
instructions are given for reels, 
schottisches, marches and polkas. The 
risque waltz, as Brigham Young thought it, 
is especially fun and elegant in big dresses. 
So go through your mother's, 
grandmother's or even your own closet 
and choose a dress, just remember to wear 
sturdy shoes. Everyone is invited! 
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The 2014 CIMA Nevada Fall Caucus meeting was held on 
Friday, October 17, at the Clark County Museum in Henderson, 
Nevada. The event was conducted inside the Boulder City 
Railroad Depot, the crown jewel of preserved historic buildings 
at the museum. The program was free to all CIMA members, 
and continued the tradition of Nevada’s annual caucus 
meetings, which were re-introduced in 2009.   
 

The purpose of the Nevada Caucus is to offer archival programs 
and training in Nevada, and to better serve the specific needs 
of CIMA’s Nevada membership. The 2014 meeting was 
considered a milestone—it was the first “stand-alone” Nevada 
Caucus Meeting in recent years. Since 2009, the meetings have 
been offered as a component of the Nevada Library 
Association’s annual conference. However, no NLA conference 
was conducted this year, presenting an opportunity for CIMA 
to offer a unique program geared specifically to Nevada’s 
archival community. 
 

During the first morning session, Cyndi Shein and Karla Irwin of 
UNLV Special Collections spoke of their institution’s changes in 
processing while utilizing ArchivesSpace, an open source 
archives information management application. Afterward, 
Nevada’s State Archivist, Jeff Kintop, visited with attendees 
about the state’s digital efforts at nsladigitalcollections.org. 
 

The working business luncheon was hosted by Julia 
Stringfellow from Boise State University, and CIMA’s 
Immediate Past-President. She represented the current CIMA 
leadership. During her presentation, Stringfellow touched upon 
a number of current topics surrounding CIMA. She spoke at 

length about upcoming conferences, including the 2015 
Western Round-Up in Denver, and she addressed the issue of 
CIMA’s membership fee increases. 
 

Past-President Michael Frazier spoke about options available 
for next year’s Nevada Fall Caucus, including a function at the 
NLA conference in Fallon, Nevada, and a possible joint-caucus 
meeting  in St. George, Utah.  Joan Dalusung of the Henderson 
Public Libraries was in attendance, representing the Nevada 
Library Association. She encouraged CIMA’s presence at next 
year’s NLA conference. Also, Paula Mitchell of Southern Utah 
University was in attendance, and she encouraged members to 
submit articles to the Journal of Western Archives. 
 

Following lunch, Rebecca Romney of Bauman Rare Books 
presented, “A Peek into the Rare Book Market,” a very 
personal account of the development of her career and her love 
for rare books.  Late in the afternoon, Mark Hall-Patton, 
Museum Administrator for the Clark County Museum System, 
gave a guided tour of his facility. Previously, Rebecca Romney 
and Mark Hall-Patton participated on a panel discussion during 
the 2014 CIMA Conference in Carson City. During that session, 
they spoke extensively about their work on the television 
program Pawn Stars.  Their appearance at the fall caucus was a 
nice follow-up to their earlier presentation. CIMA is 
appreciative of their participation, as well as that of everyone 
else who attended. Special thanks go to Julia Stingfellow, Mark 
Hall-Patton, Margarita Marfori, and Michael Frazier for 
planning and helping to facilitate this year’s meeting. 

2014 Nevada Fall Caucus 
Michael Frazier 

Julia Stringfellow, 
Mark Hall-Patton, 
Karla Irwin, Jeff 
Kintop, Rebecca 
Romney, and Cyndi 
Shein at the 2014 
Nevada fall caucus. 
(Courtesy of Michael 
Frazier.) 

nsladigitalcollections.org
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The CIMA Utah Fall Caucus was held on October 10 at the Ben 
Lomond Hotel in Ogden, Utah. We were fortunate enough to 
have Hollinger Metal Edge as a sponsor for this meeting, and 
we’d like to thank them for their support. 
 

The meeting began with a session on EAD and digitization by 
Ryan Lee, Gordon Daines, Cory Nimer, and Brad Cole. Ryan 
discussed a recent research project on data-driven digitization. 
He examined both online and in-house usage to see if this 
would provide better information for digitization priorities. 
Comparing usage statistics, he discovered that 98% of their 
collections were rarely being accessed either online or in-
house, highlighting the need to improve access and 
discoverability. This information will help guide them in their 
processing and digitization efforts. 
 

Cory and Gordon updated the group on EAD3 and 
ArchivesSpace, while Brad updated us on Northwest Digital 
Archives. Cory reported that EAD3, which is meant to be more 
compatible with general standards, may be released next 
winter. He also gave a general summary of the planned 
revisions. Both Gordon and Cory are serving on ArchivesSpace 
advisory councils. Gordon reported that they have been 
working on the latest release of ArchivesSpace. Brad reported 
that the Northwest Digital Archives website has been 
redesigned for better searching, and that the name will soon be 
changed to Archives West. 
 

Patricia Smith-Mansfield, Joan Nay, Jeff Anderson, and Greg 
Thompson provided several perspectives on buying and selling 
documents in the next session. Patricia discussed her 
experience with government documents that fall into the 
hands of private sellers. She has had to make it very clear to 
sellers that government documents are the property of the 
state archives. When repositories buy these documents they 
actually expand the market, so it’s important that we don’t buy 
them, but see that they’re returned to the state. 
 

Joan discussed her work over many years with private dealers. 
She said that their reputation is very important to them, so 
most dealers welcome questions and feedback. Jeff 
encouraged us not to feed the market inappropriately, and to 
remember that the records we house truly are significant. 
 

Greg said that over the years he has often had to purchase 
materials, and offered tips for other institutions. He said it’s 
important to protect yourself in this process by knowing as 
much as you can about the individual or firm doing the selling, 
the object being sold, and its place in the market. 
 

Our third session, on privacy and confidentiality, was presented 
by Paula Mitchell, Alan Barnett, Randy Williams, and Brandon 
Metcalf. Paula first gave us an overview of important privacy 

principles. She said that it’s important that we know the laws 
governing our collections, and that privacy laws can apply after 
a person’s death. Alan discussed the laws that define privacy 
and confidentiality in government collections, such as GRAMA, 
HIPAA, and FERPA. He also briefly discussed how redaction 
can provide a balance between access and privacy. 
 

Randy discussed privacy from an oral history perspective. Many 
of their interviewees have been concerned about 
confidentiality, so they made changes in their procedures such 
as allowing interviewees to use aliases, asking for a birth year 
rather than a birth date, and making sure that information 
about the use and dissemination of the collection is fully 
disclosed to the interviewee. She encouraged us to look at best 
practices guidelines from the Oral History Association and the 
American Folklore Society. 
 

Finally, Brandon discussed privacy and confidentiality in a 
religious archive. As a private institution they are not governed 
by the same laws as other institutions. The LDS Church History 
department also functions as the corporate archive for the LDS 
Church, so most of their materials are not intended for the 
public, and are therefore restricted. 
 

In the last session, CIMA president, Dan Davis discussed some 
of his ideas for the future of the CIMA organization. He said 
that we’ve seen tremendous membership growth in Nevada, 
but not as much in other areas. There have also been many 
changes in the archives profession—changes that CIMA needs 
to keep up with. To that end, he presented several ideas for 
CIMA: 
 

 Draw new, young archivists into CIMA membership 

 Foster a collaborative environment year-round, not just at 
conferences 

 Continue holding conferences out of state 3 out of every 5 
years, and meet with other organizations whenever 
possible 

 Better utilize technology and social media 

 Create a human knowledge database, a list of experts 
throughout the region who are willing to share their 
knowledge and skills 

 Spend our surplus funds on more travel scholarships for 
students and paraprofessionals 

 

Dan also presented a plan to increase membership dues and 
discussed membership enhancements. Finally he 
recommended the creation of an archival advocacy and 
outreach grant to encourage collaboration. 
 

It was a very successful caucus, and those in attendance left 
with many new things to think about. We look forward to next 
year’s meeting! 

2014 Utah Fall Caucus 
Melissa Johnson, Weber State University 
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Audiovisual collections present special challenges to archives, and often remain inaccessible or unpreserved because of the need 
for specialized or obsolete equipment, prohibitive storage costs, and copyright restrictions. In order to learn more about the AV 
needs of regional institutions, the Regional Audiovisual Archives Committee (RAVA) of the Association of Moving Image 
Archivists is compiling a comprehensive list of institutions that hold regionally-related AV material. RAVA also hopes to help 
institutions come together to solve the problems of audiovisual collections through joint grants, exchange of information and 
resources, and other collaboration. 
 

Molly Steed, moving image and sound archivist at the University of Utah J. Willard Marriott Library, is currently the only 
committee representative from the Intermountain West. She wants to make sure that our region is well represented, and is 
encouraging CIMA members to contact her about their audiovisual materials. 
 

To add your institution’s information to RAVA’s list, email Molly with the following information: 
 

 Your institution’s name 

 Address 

 Phone 

 Website 

 Email 

 Any additional contact information (specific people, etc.) 
 

It doesn’t matter whether you are a tiny city museum or a large university. RAVA wants to support the preservation of and access 
to as many regional audiovisual materials from across the country as possible. If you know of other institutions with AV materials 
in your area that are not represented by CIMA members, please send Molly their information as well.  

Information Sought for Regional Audiovisual Collections 
Molly Steed, Regional Audiovisual Archives Committee 

The Mountain West Digital Library is pleased to announce a 
funding opportunity of up to $2,500 for memory institutions in 
the Mountain West. This round of competitive mini-contracts, 
totaling $21,000, is made possible by one-time funding from 
the Digital Public Library of America and the National 
Endowment for the Humanities. 
 

Funding is for eligible organizations to receive services to 
digitize primary source materials of historical, cultural, or 
scholarly value to the Mountain West region and to share them 
online in a digital assets management system. Preference will 
be given to support of new and/or small memory organizations, 
but we encourage organizations of all sizes to apply. Eligible 
organizations include libraries, museums, archives, historical 
societies, and government entities in Utah, Nevada, Idaho, 
Arizona, and Montana. Organizations that are not yet MWDL 
partners may join MWDL at the start of this funding process. 
 

The application period starts today and will close November 21, 
2014. Notification of awards will be made on December 12, 
2014 and projects must be completed by March 15, 2015. 
MWDL staff will assist new partners in setting up a relationship 
with one of the MWDL hosting hubs, to receive digitization and 

hosting services. Awarded funding will reimburse the hosting 
hub for its services to the partner organization. The partner will 
contribute labor on content selection and metadata 
assignment for the digitized items. MWDL staff will 
be available for advice and guidance. 
 

For more information about this funding opportunity, go to 
the MWDL Digital Service Mini-Contracts web page or contact 
Rebekah Cummings via email or at (801) 587-8893. To start an 
application, send your name, email address, and organization 
name to Rebekah. She will request a log-in to the application 
site, which will be sent to you by mail along with the URL of the 
application site. 
 

We hope you consider this unique opportunity to get your 
organization's cultural heritage materials online!  

Mountain West Digital Library Offers Funding Opportunity 
Sandra McIntyre & Rebekah Cummings, MWDL Staff 

mailto:molly.steed@utah.edu
http://mwdl.org/events/DigMiniContracts.php
mailto:rebekah.cummings@utah.edu
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2014 marks the hundredth year since the outbreak of World War I. Special Collections curator Kristi Young and BYU professor 
Robert Freeman collaborated to put together a stunning exhibition commemorating the anniversary. 
 

The exhibit, located in Special Collections on the first floor of the library, features journals, weapons, uniforms, photographs, 
posters, and a stereoscope with slides from university collections. 
 

The small travel diary of a typist stationed in Paris tells of sightseeing, hotels, and uncomfortable train rides, while a headphone 
station nearby allows you to listen to a veteran telling stories from his service. 
 

Track star and BYU hall of famer Clinton Larson served in World War I in a special squadron tasked with maintaining troop morale. 
He competed for the US in the Inter-Allied Games in France in 1919, winning a gold medal in the high jump. The exhibit contains 
several items of Larson’s clothing, and information about his service during the war. 
 

Take time to explore, contemplate, and imagine life during this dramatic period of modern history. The exhibit will be on display 
until Spring 2015. 

New Exhibit Features World War I Collections 
Harold B. Library, Brigham Young University 

One of the highlights of the CIMA Fall Caucus is to honor a 
current or deceased colleague through the presentation of the 
Everett L. Cooley Award, as awarded by the Utah Manuscripts 
Association (UMA).  The Cooley Award, the highest possible 
honor bestowed by the archival profession in Utah, recognizes 
an individual that has made an outstanding contribution to the 
archival profession, or an allied or applied history field, where 
substantial achievement or value has been offered to the 
archives community, its patrons or constituents. 
 

This year, UMA voted to confer the award upon two individuals 
whose exemplary careers had a positive, wide-reaching impact 
on the profession and the colleagues with which they worked: 
Terry Nelson and Scott Duvall.  
 

Terry’s career in archives spanned 38 
years, beginning in the micrographics 
section of the Utah State Archives.  In 
1996 she was named head of the Salt 
Lake County Records Management 
and Archives.  Very active 
professionally, Terry held numerous 
positions in CIMA and UMA, as well as 
the National Association of 
Government Archivists and Records 

Administrators, Association of Records Managers and 
Administrators, and Association for Information and Image 
Management.  Her colleague, Karri Krattley, described Terry as 
an influence to “numerous archivists and records managers” 
who also has “the unique ability to communicate complicated 
ideas” and “can make any project seem achievable.”  Terry 
retired in July 2014.   

Scott began his career at Brigham 
Young University as assistant curator 
of Special Collections in 1975.  There 
he also served as Chair of Special 
Collections and Assistant University 
Librarian for Special Collections, and 
was respected as an expert in the 
history of printing and European 
manuscripts.  Scott was also a co-
founder of the Archives, Manuscripts, 
and Special Collections Roundtable of the Utah Library 
Association, and frequently presented at the association’s 
conference.  His colleague, Gordon Daines, praised his 
mentoring efforts, noting that he “is always willing to listen to 
his colleagues and is supportive of their efforts to improve the 
profession.”  After a 39-year career, Scott retired in September 
2014. 
 

UMA Honors Two with Cooley Award 
Clint Pumphrey, UMA President 
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The University of Idaho Library's 
Digital Initiatives department has 
released a new collection of 
approximately 540 digitized 
p h o t o g r a p h s  f e a t u r i n g 
photographs taken by William 
Allen Stonebraker, one of the 
original homesteaders in the 
Chamberlain Basin area. The 
photographs were taken in 
central Idaho's remote Salmon 
River and Frank Church-River of 
No Return Wilderness at the turn 
of the 20th century. 
 

T h e  S t o n e b r a k e r 
Photograph Collection contains 

negatives, photographs and scrapbooks created by 
Stonebraker between 1900 and 1931. Topics and themes 
include a focus on his homestead (Stonebraker Ranch, still in 
existence today); photographs of his businesses, including his 
dude ranch, pack train and dogsled operations; and 
photographs rich in documenting wildlife, scenery, hunting, 
railroads near Kooskia and Stites, and early aircraft operation 
to the Chamberlain Basin. 
 

The Stonebraker Collection was donated to the UI Library's 
Special Collections in 2003 by UI alumna Donna Henderson of 
Post Falls, who acquired the collection from a distant family 
member of Stonebraker. The collection was researched and 
described by Erin Passehl-Stoddart, digital projects manager, 
in fall 2014. 
 

In 1902, Stonebraker helped build the Three Blaze Trail that ran 
from Grangeville, crossed the Salmon River at Campbell's 
Ferry, and continued into the Thunder Mountain gold mine 
area, near the mining town of Roosevelt. In 1932, the same 
year as Stonebraker's death, American author Zane Grey 
popularized Idaho's last gold rush in his book "Thunder 
Mountain," which was made into a film in 1935. 
 

"The history of mining prospects indubitably remains a 
fascinating part of Idaho history," said Garth Reese, head of the 
library's Special Collections and Archives. "Thousands of men 
and women flooded into temporary camps in the state looking 
to prosper either through discovery or by offering their services 
to prospectors." 
 

Stonebraker's photographs document his entrepreneurial spirit 
and his numerous businesses related to gold mining, including 
mail and supply pack strings, big-game hunting and ranching. 
The collection has been made publicly available online. 

University of Idaho Library Releases Digital Collection of Homesteading and Pack Train 
Operations 
University of Nevada, Reno 

A view of the mining 
town of Roosevelt 
near Thunder 
Mountain during the 
height of the gold 
rush nearby. 
(Courtesy of 
University of Idaho 
Library.) 

William Allen Stonebraker. 
(Courtesy of University of Idaho 
Library.) 

Stonebraker pack 
train. (Courtesy of 
University of Idaho 
Library.) 

A group poses near a 
tent camp in the 
snow on the Fourth 
of July on Thunder 
Mountain. (Courtesy 
of University of 
Idaho Library.) 

http://www.lib.uidaho.edu/digital/stonebraker/
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WSU’s Stewart Library Special Collections has begun a new oral history project to document 
Chinese, Japanese, Greek and Italian populations in Ogden. While many of these immigrants were 
business owners and community leaders, Special Collections has very little to document their 
lives in this area. Staff members are searching old newspapers to glean information about these 
communities, but now they also plan to fill in the gaps with photos and oral history interviews. 
 

“In Ogden’s earlier days, the railroad brought immigrants from all over the world,” Sarah 
Langsdon, associate curator of Special Collections said. “They settled in this community and 
became a vital part of it.” 
 

Last year Special Collections worked on a project highlighting Ogden’s historic 25th Street, and 
Langsdon said the research provided a glimpse into the immigrant communities. 
 

“When it came time to decide our next project, it seemed right to learn more about their stories,” 
she said. 
 

Interviews have already begun with several participants, and work will continue throughout the 
year, culminating in a public exhibit next fall. The project has been generously funded by a 
Faculty Collaboration Award from the Hemingway Faculty Development Trust. 

WSU Stewart Library Seeks to Tell Early Immigrants’ Stories 
Weber State University Stewart Library 

Nevada just capped off its 
150th Anniversary with the 
special exhibit at the 
Nevada Art Museum 
entitled “The 36th Star – 
Nevada’s Journey from 
Territory to Statehood.” It 
featured the Emancipation 
Proclamation straight from 
the National Archives for 
o n l y   t h i r t y - t w o 
hours. Tickets sold out 

every day. In addition to the Emancipation Proclamation, the 
State Archives loaned muster rolls never before on display, an 
original hand painted flag that flew over Ft. Ruby on October 
31, 1864, and the original Nevada State Constitution. In 
addition to loaning precious items to the exhibit, State 
Archivist Jeff Kintop provided his time and technical expertise 
to the exhibit.     
  
The Nevada State Archives sponsored three exhibits 
throughout the sesquicentennial year with the grand finale 
entitled “Then and Now” featuring  juxtaposed photographs of 
past and present Carson City, governors, fashion, technology, 

and the legislature, among other items. Each frame included a 
Nevada trivia question designed to test visitors’ knowledge and 
pique their interest for more Nevada history. 
 

Our final exhibit honoring the Sesquicentennial of Nevada 
Statehood covers the time period 1864 to the present day. 
Included in our display are documents and 
photographs detailing the important people, places, and 
events of the State of Nevada. The exhibit may be viewed 
during our regular open hours of 10:00am to 2:00pm Monday 
through Friday, except State Holidays, through March 2015. 
  
The Nevada State Archives’ Month poster highlighted “Home 
Means Nevada” which is the state song. Photographs from 
across the state illustrated the types of places Nevadans called 
home – from the Flamingo Hotel (Howard Hughes), to dorms, a 
grass wickiup, Chinatown and a Basque shepherd’s wagon, 
Nevadans made themselves at home. Our poster is available 
on our website and there are a few hard copies remaining if 
someone would like a copy.  

150th Anniversary Celebration in Nevada 
Cynthia Laframboise, Nevada State Archives 

A young boy in front of American 
Lunch, owned by Wakichi 
Matsusue, in Ogden’s 
Japanetown. (Courtesy WSU 
Stewart Library Special 
Collections.) 

http://nsla.nv.gov/
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The George Sutherland Archives at Utah Valley University participated in UVU’s Veterans Day 
Celebration, November 11, 2014, in several ways. We hosted a small exhibit of military 
memorabilia on loan from veterans who are UVU students and faculty. Most of the items are 
from veterans of the conflicts in Iraq and Afghanistan, but there are also items from the Vietnam 
War era as well. 
 

The exhibit includes uniform patches, pins, and insignia, several medic kits, numerous uniform 
caps (or “covers” as the Marines call them!), a camouflage body armor shell, a draft card from 
1968, and numerous certificates of appreciation for service. The exhibit will run through the 
month of November. 
  
We are also co-sponsoring two Veterans Day panel discussions, one with Vietnam War veterans, 
and another with veterans of Iraq and Afghanistan. Many of the panelists have participated in 
our ongoing Veterans Oral History Programs, such as the Vietnam War Veterans Project. 
  
We also have received a donation of materials from the Utah Association of the Deaf. The 
donation includes meeting minutes, account books, scrapbooks, program books, photographs, 
bulletins, newspapers and magazines, event flyers, posters, all from either the Utah Association 
of the Deaf or other deaf-related organizations, and covers the years from 1909 through 
2013. We have a strong Deaf Studies program on campus, and we also host the annual “Deaf 
Studies Today!” national conference. So these documents are a great addition to our holdings in 
the deaf studies area.  

UVU Veterans Day Exhibit and Events 
Catherine McIntyre, UVU Library & George Sutherland Archives 

I missed the deadline for the last issue of the CIMA newsletter. 
However, I didn’t want the year get away without 
acknowledging some special guests and participants at the 
2014 CIMA Conference in Carson City.   
 

First, I wanted to thank Mark Hall-Patton of the Clark County 
Museum in Henderson, Nevada; and Rebecca Romney of 
Bauman Rare Books; who attended the 2014 conference at my 
invitation. The panel discussion about their work on the 
television program Pawn Stars, added a special element to the 
CIMA program. They gave considerable insight about their 
respective fields, and they spoke at length about having a 
national audience,and how those experiences have changed 
them and their institutions. History, marketing, and popular 
culture came together in one exciting hour of discussion. 
 

Second, I want to thank Claytee White, Director for the Center 
of Oral History Research at UNLV Special Collections. We 
invited Claytee to participate in the 2014 CIMA conference 
based upon feed-back from earlier membership surveys. She 
developed a special oral history program specifically for the 
2014 CIMA Conference. The panel session, “All That Jazz!” 
highlighted the stories of entertainers who have spent their 
careers in Las Vegas. Her guests, long-time musicians Ken 
Hanlon and Jimmy Mulidore, really brought Las Vegas history 
to life. The panel was fun and exciting, with a little bit of music 
mixed in. They really added some local Nevada flavor to our 

conference. Based upon the popularity of this session, we hope 
to include more oral history programs to future CIMA 
conferences.     
 

Additionally, I would like to thank those who attended my pre-
conference workshop, “Caring for Your Treasures”. I had lots of 
help in conducting this event. Jeff Kintop at the Nevada State 
Archives provided our lab space. Cynthia Laframboise and 
Margarita Marfori helped with logistics. Maggie Eirenschmalz 
acted as my workshop assistant. And Brian Foote from Belfor 
Property Restoration gave a 90-minute presentation on 
disaster recovery.    
 

Finally, I would like to thank all of the sponsors that supported 
the 2014 CIMA conference. CIMA made it a point to pursue 
extensive financial support from vendors to help underwrite 
our 2014 program. They gave us access to funds that would not 
have been available otherwise. Based on this year’s success, 
hosting a vibrant and energetic vendor’s area will be forever a 
part of future CIMA conferences.  Attending vendors were: 
Belfor Property Restoration, Hollinger Metal Edge, ArcaSearch 
Digital Archiving, ArchivesSpace, Journal of Western Archives, 
and Mountain West Digital Library. Non-attending sponsors 
were: Gaylord, Academy of Certified Archivists, Talas, High 
Desert Micro Imaging Inc., Eloquent Systems, and Society of 
American Archivists.  

Carson City Final Reflections 
Michael Frazier 

http://contentdm.uvu.edu/cdm/search/collection/Vietnam
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Anyone looking to take a trip back in 
time need look no further than the new, 
completely searchable, digital archives 
of The Signpost, Weber State 
University’s student voice for the past 97 
years. The original student news 
publication was called The Acorn and it 
ran from 1904-1916. This was followed 
by the Weber Herald from 1917-1935, 
continuing on to The Signpost, which 
first appeared on September 29, 1937. 
 
Unbinding history 
 
University Archives and Stewart Library 
Digital Collections associate curator, 
Jamie Weeks and 12 other Archives/
Digitization employees toiled from Sept. 
1, 2013 until Dec.31, 2013 to unbind all 
the yearly collections of the paper. Then 
Weeks drove the papers to iArchives in 
Lindon, Utah, where high-resolution, 
large scanners could handle the 
oversized news pages. 
 
Weeks applied for and received a 
$35,000 Library Services & Technology 
Act (LSTA) grant to help with the 
expense of scanning and digitizing the 
student newspapers from 1917-2010. 
From an archivist’s perspective, Weeks 
said, “student journalism is the heart of 
campus history.” 
 
“I become very passionate about it 
because from the day we started the 
project, it changed our lives,” Weeks 
said. “There is not a day in University 
Archives that we don’t use the student 
newspaper to find information. There 
seriously isn’t.” 
 
Back when WSU was still an academy 
located on 25th Street in downtown 
Ogden, the first student newspaper was 
the “Weber Herald,” which ran from 1917 
to 1935. Looking through the new digital 
collections website, ads describing 15-
cent haircuts and candy shops are 
commonplace. As are ads for 25-cent 
meals from the old Broadway Café, a 
popular diner in 1917 located at 366 25th 

Street — now home to Ogden City’s 
Municipal Gardens. 
 
Weeks and her employees have seen 
every page of the newspaper during the 
archiving process. The novelties 
captured in print stand out, she said. 
 
“The most interesting thing all of us saw 
was how political the campus was during 
the ’50s, ’60s, and ’70s,” she said, noting 
the Vietnam War protests that took 
place at WSU. “I think politically, the 
campus was much more active than it is 
now.” 
 
Although the full collection includes 
nearly everything from 1917 to 2010, 
there are a few missing years. From 1935
-37, campus news was disseminated by 
announcements posted on bulletin 
boards known as “the sign post.” In 1937, 
those posts led to a new student 
newspaper named “The Signpost.” 
Weeks and her team are eager to find 
the 1935-37 bulletins, but she has heard 
they may have been destroyed during 
the 1950s when Weber State College 
moved from the lower campus to its 
location above Harrison Boulevard. 
 
“Rumor is that a custodian who was 
moving things took all of those boxes 
and put them in the incinerator,” Weeks 
lamented. “We’re missing a big chunk of 
history. If the bulletins were in there, 
they are forever lost.” 

The history that has stayed intact, 
however, has benefitted the university 
and community, and has been used for 
thesis projects, presentations and 
research. Due to the Stewart Library’s 
connection with the Digital Public 
Library of America, the archives are 
available not only on the Stewart 
Library’s website, but also nationwide 
for anyone to access. 
 
“Honestly, we would be lost without it. I 
can’t even imagine how we’d find 
information,” Weeks said. “For me, it 
really is the heart and the history of the 
university moving forward, and even 
though we are in a digital age, it’s the 
student newspaper that is going to 
provide us with the history to move 
forward.” 
 
Student journalism grows with the 
university and industry 
 
Sheree Josephson, WSU communication 
department chair, said there are stark 
differences in the news industry from 
when she was “The Signpost” advisor 
from 1996-2001. Although “The 
Signpost” printed three days a week, just 
as the current publishing schedule does, 
the number of pages and special editions 
was much larger. Monday’s edition could 
be as large as 24 pages with a tabloid 
section, and she recalled Wednesday’s 
reaching 48 pages some weeks. 

—Continued next page 

97 Years of WSU Student Newspaper Now Online 
Raychel Johnson, Weber State University 

Signpost staff in the 1940s. (Courtesy Weber State University Stewart Library, University Archives.) 
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“You used to have double the size of the print edition,” she 
said. 
 
The reduced cost and complication of color printing is another 
convenience the digital age has brought to the newspaper 
industry that was not available in the past. 
 
“I remember when we printed color it had to be something 
really worthwhile. It used to increase the cost by as much as 
four times,” Josephson said. 
 
The Signpost now prints full color each issue, but much of its 
focus is moving to online content. Over the years, regardless of 
color or black-and-white printing, the student newspaper has 
won a number of national, regional and local awards for 
everything from ads to photography, news coverage to 
columns. 
 
Students leave a print-worthy legacy 
 
Colleen Mewing understands the importance of archiving 
information for the future. As a previous editor-in-chief, sports 
editor and news reporter with The Signpost from 1982-85, she 
has translated that experience into her daily duties as a data 
configuration manager at Hill Air force Base. She said archives 
tell the story. 
 
Having those archives available allows people to go back in 
time and see what was happening during a certain period and 
see the progression that was made from that time forward,” 
Mewing said, noting she uses archives every day at her job. 
 
Mewing recalled an editorial she wrote and published on 
Election Day asking readers to vote Democrat. That editorial 
landed her in the president’s office. She said her call-to-action 
made some community members upset and almost brought 
about censorship of The Signpost. 
 
“They wanted to have the student body review all the articles 
before they went to print,” Mewing said. But she fought the 
controversy and met with Weber State’s president. 
 
“I learned so much from that experience. It came around that 
The Signpost would not be censored, and no one would look at 
things before we published the articles,” she said. “It all worked 
out for the best, but I’ll never forget that, because I was in the 
hot seat for a while.” 
 
Thanks to the digital archives, her editorial featured in Vol. 45, 
No. 11, printed on Nov. 6, 1984, can be found easily online for 
anyone to read. 
 

“Journalism becomes part of your blood; it’s a passion, and you 
can’t get rid of it. It will be a part of you forever,” Mewing said. 
 
Over the course of time, student writers for “The Signpost” 
have come and gone, but what they’ve taken away from 
writing for the student newspaper remains with them forever. 
 
“I learned more putting out that sports section twice a week 
than I ever learned in all the classes I ever took all together,” 
said Randy Hollis, “The Signpost” sports editor from 1973-74. 
Hollis has used his student journalism experience every day 
since graduation as a previous staff member for the Standard-
Examiner, and current sports editor at the Deseret News. 
 
Other students share his sentiments. Anne Rasmussen, a 
previous editor-in-chief from 1949-50, said writing for “The 
Signpost” was a nice way to get involved with all aspects of 
Weber State. 
 
“It was a wonderful way to feel a part of the university and to 
get into all sides of it,” she said. “It was a nice way to get into 
the school.” 
 
The complete digital collection is available online. 

97 Years of WSU Student Newspaper Now Online (CONT) 
Weber State University 

Signpost staff in the 1950s. (Courtesy Weber State University Stewart Library, 
University Archives.) 

http://dc.weber.edu/cdm/wsu

